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Timeline




Upper and Lower Egypt are two separate countries




First hieroglyphs are created




Egyptians discover how to use sails to move boats




Egypt is unified.




Step pyramids are built by Djoser




The beginning of mummification




The Great Sphinx is built




The Great Pyramid is built




Pyramid building stops




In Europe as well as in Egypt, weapons are being made
from bronze




Stonehenge is built in Britain




Osiris becomes a very popular and important god




Invasion by the Hyksos people




Hyksos kings rule much of Egypt




Egyptian kings, in Thebes, rival the Hyksos




Hyksos people are defeated and driven out by Ahmose,
the first pharaoh of the New Kingdom




Royal burials are made in the Valley of the Kings




Akhenaten changes religion, art and culture




Tutankhamun is buried




Egyptians begin to use chariots




Rameses II wins the Battle of Quadesh




Egypt is divided into smaller kingdoms




Necho II begins to dig a canal to the Red Sea




Egypt is ruled by foreign powers




Alexander the Great conquers Egypt




The Rosetta Stone is carved (196 BCE)




Cleopatra VII reigns (51–30 BCE)




The Romans take over Egypt after Cleopatra’s death (30 BCE)
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Introduction


Hi! My name’s Yousef.


I love learning about


Ancient Egypt.


And I’m the


Great Sphinx!


What do you think of when you think of Egypt? Perhaps you


think of mummies and pharaohs. Today, Egypt is a modern


country. But in Ancient Egyptian times, it was very different.


The Ancient Egyptians were a mixture of African,


Mediterranean and European ethnicities. Their civilisation


lasted for an amazing 3000 years – longer than any other,


except for China’s. Perhaps their most famous achievements


are the huge pyramid-shaped tombs they built for their kings


and queens.


These huge stone pyramids were decorated inside


with beautiful art and extraordinary writing. For


thousands of years, people have tried to find out


more about the people who created them. This


book is all about the Ancient Egyptians. We’re


going to tell you all about


how they lived, what they


believed and what we


can learn about


them today.


FACT


Did you know the


pyramids are so large


that they can even


be seen from space?!


The Great Pyramid


at Giza







It began with the River Nile …


Egypt is a hot, dry country where it


hardly ever rains. Luckily, the River


Nile runs right down the middle of


it. Ancient Egypt depended on the


Nile for everything. There were roads


in the towns and villages, but if you


wanted to travel from town to town,


it was simpler to sail a boat down


the Nile.


Plants grow near the River Nile, but further


away the soil is too dry.


Most important of all, the Nile


provided all of Ancient Egypt’s food.


When the Nile flooded, water


covered the land. When the waters


receded, they left behind mud.


Because crops grow well in this


mud, Ancient Egyptians could grow


more food than they needed:


enough to sell to other countries.


They could also fish in the Nile, or


hunt on its banks.


With no need to worry


about food, the Ancient


Egyptians could concentrate


on things like building


magnificent statues of me!
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Two become one


Egypt was not always one country.


At first it was divided into two


different countries, which were often


at war. These were called ‘Upper


Egypt’ and ‘Lower Egypt’. Upper


Egypt is the south of the country


(up the river) and Lower Egypt is the


north (down the river, near the sea).


Each country had its own crown and


its own kings.


This king is wearing the


crown of Upper Egypt,


also known as the ‘white


crown’, or the hedjet. It


was meant to look a bit


like a vulture.


Map of Ancient Egypt


Lower Egypt’s crown was known as the ‘red crown’,

































