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William Shakespeare: 


The Man, the Actor, the Author 


William Shakespeare is considered to be one of the greatest writers 


who ever lived.


He was born in the market town of Stratford-upon-Avon in 


Warwickshire, England in 1564 and died there in 1616.
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Shakespeare is usually referred to as an Elizabethan playwright but  



he actually lived during the reign of two monarchs: Elizabeth I and 


James I. When Elizabeth died in 1603, James, who was already king  



of Scotland, took over the English throne.


During Shakespeare’s lifetime, he wrote nearly 40 plays and  



over 150 poems (mainly sonnets). He was also an actor, a very 


successful businessman and owned valuable buildings and land in  



London and Stratford.


His parents were John Shakespeare, a glove-maker and Stratford 


council official,  and Mary Arden,  who was  the  daughter of  a wealthy 


local farmer. As the child of a reasonably well-off family, William 


attended the local grammar school, where he would have studied Latin 


and Greek as well as English literature and history.


In 1582, at the age of 18, he married Anne Hathaway. They had three 


children but by 1587, Shakespeare had left his wife and children in 


Stratford and moved to London. He joined an acting company and, by 


the early 1590s, was writing his own plays, becoming well known and 


successful in the world of London theatre.


Stratford-upon-Avon


London
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In 1594, Shakespeare joined a new acting company, The Lord 


Chamberlain’s Men, with his friend, the actor Richard Burbage. He 


would spend the rest of his life writing plays to be performed by  



this company and even became a part-owner of The Globe Theatre, 


which was built in 1599. The Lord Chamberlain’s Men were so 


successful that when King James came to the throne, he became  



their sponsor and their name was changed to The King’s Men. 


From 1610, Shakespeare began to spend more time in Stratford. 


He died on 23rd April 1616. In the years following Shakespeare’s 


death, two of his friends, John Heminge and Henry Condell, collected 


manuscripts and copies of his plays. They were printed in 1623 in an 


edition known as 


The First Folio


. This collection of tragedies, comedies 


and historical plays helped to establish Shakespeare as a great 


playwright – possibly the greatest the world has ever known.


Another friend, the playwright Ben Jonson, said that Shakespeare’s 


plays would prove to be “not of an age, but for all time”.


Jonson was right. Shakespeare’s plays have been translated into every 


major language and are performed across the world. They have also 


been turned into  films, TV series,  musicals,  ballets  and graphic novels!
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Twelfth Night 


– The Play


Twelfth Night


 is a romantic comedy. The plot revolves around the 


complicated love triangle in which Orsino, Viola and  Olivia find themselves. 


It has elements of farce, with confusion, coincidence and slapstick humour 


surrounding characters who find themselves in outrageous and  improbable 


situations. It’s also the nearest thing Shakespeare ever wrote to a musical 


– there are more songs in 


Twelfth Night


 than in any other of his plays.


Twelfth Night


 is believed to have been written during  the final years of 


the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, most likely in 1601. We know from  



a student’s diary that it was performed at the Middle Temple law  



school in the following year.  
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It was probably revived later for a public audience, but we have no 


documentary evidence of another performance before 1618. It appears 


in print in the First Folio of 1623. 


The play is arguably the most cleverly constructed of Shakespeare’s 


comedies, and is over-flowing with unforgettable characters:  the 


forthright and  quick-witted Viola  and her  alter-ego  ‘Cesario’; the 


knowing jester Feste; the scheming  Maria; the deplorable Toby Belch 


and his dim-witted  crony Andrew Aguecheek;  the  humourless and 


ambitious Malvolio. And these characters deliver a selection  



of Shakespeare’s most telling and memorable lines: 


O mistress mine!  



where are you roaming? 



Feste’s song Act 2 Scene 3


If music be the food  



of love, play on! 



Orsino Act 1 Scene 1


She sat like patience on a 


monument, smiling at grief. 



Viola Act 2 Scene 4



And thus the whirligig of time 


brings in his revenges. 



Feste Act 5 Scene 1


Some are born great, some achieve greatness, 


and some have greatness thrust upon them. 



Malvolio reading Maria’s letter Act 2 Scene 5


The play is about deception, especially self-deception. After all the fun 


and games, at the end of the play the characters are forced to accept 


that their reality depends not only on how they see themselves, but on 


how others see them.















TWELFTH NIGHT


ILLYRIA – Sixteenth Century


Recently orphaned twins Sebastian 


and Viola are sailing in the Adriatic 


Sea when their ship is wrecked during 


a storm. Sebastian is lost, believed 


drowned, and his grieving sister Viola 


is cast ashore in a strange country, 


ruled by the powerful Duke Orsino.


Adriatic Sea


CYPRUS


ITALY


Sardinia


Sicily


Venice
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The Royal Court of Illyria


Newcomers to Illyria
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ORSINO


Duke of Illyria


CURIO


gentleman who 


serves the Duke


VALENTINE


gentleman who 


serves the Duke


AN OFFICER


of the Duke’s guard


SEBASTIAN 



Viola’s twin brother, 


believed to be drowned 


in the shipwreck


THE CAPTAIN


of the wrecked ship, 


who  helps Viola


ANTONIO


the captain of the 


vessel that rescues 


Sebastian


VIOLA


survivor of a shipwreck, 


who disguises herself as a 


boy  to  become ‘CESARIO’


List Of Main Characters


Dramatis Personae
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OLIVIA


a Countess


SIR ANDREW 


AGUECHEEK


Sir Toby’s friend, who 


would like to marry Olivia


FESTE


a clown,  



Olivia’s jester


FABIAN


a clerk in  



Olivia’s service


A PRIEST


MALVOLIO


Olivia’s steward


MARIA


a gentlewoman in 


her service


SIR TOBY BELCH


her uncle


SERVANTS


GUARDS


MUSICIANS


LORDS


SAILORS


others


The Court of the Lady Olivia















IN HIS PALACE IN ILLYRIA,  



DUKE ORSINO IS PINING 


FOR THE LOVE OF THE LADY 


OLIVIA. TO HIS DISMAY, 


ALL HIS INFLUENCE AND 


WEALTH ARE NOT ENOUGH TO 


PERSUADE HER TO MARRY HIM.


ACT 1
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If music is the food 


of 


love - play on!


Let me hear that 


tune 



again. It fell 



upon my ear like the 


scent of 



violets ...




Enough! No more. It 



is not as 



sweet now 



as it was 


before.


Seven years?! And yet ...


The Lady Olivia still mourns 


the death of her 


brotherbrother. Until 



seven years have passed, she will 


not leave her house - or hear 


any offer of 


marriage.


Will you come 


and hunt 


deer, 


my Lord? 


Why, I do, Curio. I 


hunt the love of my 



dear, the Lady Olivia.



But here comes 


Valentine. What 



news do 



you bring from my Lady?


My Lord, 


she would 


not 


speak 


to me.















WHILE THE DUKE DREAMS OF OLIVIA, ON 


THE COAST, NOT FAR AWAY, VIOLA IS ALSO 


MOURNING THE DEATH OF HER BROTHER.
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... if she shows such devotion 


to a mere 



brother ...



... how 



great will her 



love be when she gives 


her heart to me?


Captain, what 



country is this?



This is 


Illyria, 


my Lady.


Come, let us walk, and 


while away the 



hours ...



... with talk of love among 


soft, scented 


flowers.
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