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INTRODUCTION




 


 


 


So, we learn a lot when we’re making Pointless. To give you an example, one of the things we have learnt, and only very recently, is that when we have young professionals from the world of business on the show they like to start whatever they’re saying with ‘so’. So, we find this enormously impressive. Another thing we have picked up along the way is that there are some categories that people do less well in than others. Current affairs is one. Moons of Jupiter is another, but the biggie is history. Again and again history is where our brave contestants come unseated like little jockeys on our tea-time race-track. The Stuarts? Crash! The War of the Roses? *skid noise* Smash! British Prime Ministers? *skid noise* Kerpow! *noise of horse shoe rolling off and clattering, but on grass so probably quite quietly*. 


So, our lovely publishers thought it was time we took our usual book format of quiz-questions-interspersed-with-things-we want-to-talk-about (and blimey, have we covered some subjects these past five years: pub decorations, disappointing zoo animals, who our 100 people are) and used it to address the issue of history head-on.


So, we have taken the history of the universe, weighed it up, rolled it around in our hands, and then popped it back down on the bar. Sorry, desk – definitely desk. We have truffled out the 50 most important focus points on an (admittedly) Earth-biased history timeline and provided an accessible hop-on, hop-off tour around these points. Oh and also we’ve put in lots of Pointless quiz questions. So, this means you have everything you need between these two covers to hold your very own Pointless tournament (including the answers and complete score breakdowns) and to become enormously knowledgeable in all fields of history.


So. So what are you waiting for?
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Where better to start our history of the world than at the very beginning, the Big Bang?


Occurring around 13.8 billion years ago, the Big Bang was so named because it was really loud and really big.


It was so loud that if it happened next door while you were watching EastEnders you would knock on the wall and tell your neighbours to keep the noise down. It was officially noisier than when someone in the Pointless audience tries to open sweets and thinks we won’t notice.


It was so big that if it wore shoes it wouldn’t be able to buy them in regular shoe shops, but would have to get them online from America.


Scientists believe that the universe went through more changes during its first second than in the entirety of the 13.8 billion years that followed. The first six great epochs of the universe all occurred within that first second. Scientists would agree that in this way it is similar to an episode of Pointless when someone on the first podium gets a pointless answer, and then we don’t get another one for the rest of the show.


What we do know is that within that first second every atom in the universe was born. Therefore, without this first second we wouldn’t now have many things that are very important to Pointless, including the Central African Republic, Rutherfordium and Greg Rusedski.


Of course one of the great philosophical and scientific questions of our time is ‘what happened before the Big Bang?’ As it happens I have worked out the answer to this question, but as this book is The Pointless History Of The World, there is no place to include it here. Instead I will cover it in my next book, The Naughty Monkey Who Burped the Universe, which I am co-writing with Chico.



 

 




   

STEPHEN HAWKING




 


Here are five clues to facts about the physicist Stephen Hawking. Please work out the answer you think the fewest of our 100 people knew.




He was born on the 300th anniversary of the death of this scientist






Mathematician with whom he co-wrote 


The Nature of Space and Time






Title of his best-selling 1988 popular science book







US animated TV series he first appeared in, in 1999







US state he took a zero-gravity flight from in 2007










 

 




   


	GALILEO GALILEI
	3




	SIR ROGER PENROSE
	1




	
A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIME

	17




	
THE SIMPSONS

	41




	FLORIDA
	11
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And BOOM, that’s how I discover about Chico. Of course, it was only a matter of time before someone younger and more energetic caught Richard’s collaborative eye. But how long has everyone known? How long – I want to know – have I been living on Chico time?


You see that’s the thing about extinction, isn’t it? It’s an accident waiting to happen as far as everyone else is concerned. We can all see a mile off why extinct things (the Great auk, the Sabre-toothed cat, BHS) ended up going the way of the – well, actually, there we go: the Dodo is an excellent example. Look at it with its lovely silly face, its stupid great bulbous beak-end and funny fringe. It’s the poster creature for extinction, the cute butt of one of nature’s cruellest jokes: an animal whose lot in life was to be flightless and, at the same time, delicious.1


It’s like the car that pulls out right in front of you with a left-hand panel full of dents: its markings tell you everything you need to know. Or like the hilarious warning on bottles of hair tonic2 that tell you to wash your hands immediately after use for fear that otherwise great tussocks of hair might start sprouting FROM YOUR VERY HANDS, so science-bustingly potent (and yet curiously unacknowledged) is the preparation therein. You might as well print a spangly star on the packaging with the words ‘Never bought twice!’


But dinosaurs. Dinosaurs! So long extinct, and blending so seamlessly with the flying broomsticks and never-ending porridge pots of make-believe that it’s hard to picture them actually lolling about on Earth 200 million years ago, chewing on their legs, swatting away flies, farting in the sun. But loll they did, and everywhere; their remains are dotted around from Argentina to Cardiff (like James Dean Bradfield’s missing socks). When I was little I only really knew about the Tyrannosaurus Rex and – largely thanks to a top-forty hit of the same name by the generously tongued naturalist David Bellamy – the Brontosaurus, but there were of course countless thousands of species of dinosaur that didn’t really get much attention in the pre-Michael Crichton ’70s. Dinosaurs were around for 135 million years. So far we, Homo erectus, have clocked up a mere two million. It feels a bit like only the second day of half-term and everyone’s already getting a bit fractious – how the hell are we going to keep it together for the next 133 million years?


Dinosaurs, even towards the end of their stint, were fairly ridiculous creatures though. I think we can agree on that, can’t we? Why, for example, were they so enormous? What was the thinking behind that, I wonder? And how did it come about? It’s an evolutionary model that was quietly dropped in the next round of developments almost as if there were two completely different – and competing – evolutionary strands: one that has led to the emergence of small, agile, creatures with thumbs that can make gravy and set up a legislature to protect newts, and the other which led to roaring creatures the size of modest tower-blocks with massive teeth and horns and little baby arms (again, you’ll have to forgive the occasional tiny gap in my dinosaur knowledge here). I’m afraid, evolutionarily speaking (if I can speak like that, and you know what, I’ve just tried it and I CAN), I get a modest kick out of what we have achieved in our comparatively short time here. (I’ve never seen the remains of any dinosaur accordions or dinosaur Mr Blobby Worlds – and they were here for 135 million years. What were they doing?) Now I know that not everything is a competition, but I just like the fact that we have (at the time of publication) kind of won. Haven’t we? Obviously that isn’t entirely down to our dexterity, agility and intelligence so much as to the unscheduled arrival of a sizeable chunk of space rock. But it doesn’t alter the fact that we, the pathetic little bipeds in this fight, totally own the dinosaurs. Evolutionarily speaking. So nah.


Exactly where this leaves me vis-à-vis Chico, though, I’m not entirely sure.



 

 




   

DINOSAURS
      


 


We are looking for the title of any single by T. Rex that reached the Top 40 in the UK chart, according to the Official Charts Company. We will accept Double A-sides as separate answers. For the purposes of this question we are including singles that were released under the names ‘Tyrannosaurus Rex’ or ‘Marc Bolan & T. Rex’ as well.







 

 




   


	20TH CENTURY BOY 
	8




	CHILDREN OF THE REVOLUTION
	2




	DEBORA
	0




	DREAMY LADY
	0




	GET IT ON 
	8




	HOT LOVE
	3




	I LOVE TO BOOGIE
	2




	JEEPSTER
	1




	LIGHT OF LOVE
	0




	LONDON BOYS
	0




	METAL GURU
	9




	NEW YORK CITY
	0




	ONE INCH ROCK
	0




	RIDE A WHITE SWAN
	19




	SOLID GOLD EASY ACTION
	0




	TEENAGE DREAM
	0




	TELEGRAM SAM
	2




	THE GROOVER
	0




	TRUCK ON (TYKE)
	0
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The first of our human ancestors – Homo erectus – emerged in Africa somewhere between one and two million years ago. They were, of course, very primitive and lacked even basic human characteristics such as owning Soda Streams and Sky Plus.


Archaeologists in Kenya, going even further back than that, have uncovered rudimentary tools fashioned over 3.3 million years ago, almost certainly by the ape-like Australopithecus. The ‘tools’ were rocks fashioned into rudimentary hammers, cutting blades and anvils. If you want to know how the archaeologists could distinguish these rocks from other regular rocks, it’s because they all still had their barcodes on them.


For hundreds of thousands of years many different types of human-like species co-existed, most famously the Neanderthals, the first remains of which were discovered in 1856 in Germany’s Neander Valley. They had short, strong limbs, made stone and bone tools and very much enjoyed watching The Chase.


But it wasn’t until around 30,000 years ago that Homo sapiens – that’s us, you, me, Keith Chegwin, Atomic Kitten, everyone – became the only surviving human species, and we’ve had humanity to ourselves ever since.


The most lasting achievement from this era is cave paintings, many of which survive to this day. The earliest verified example is found in a cave on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi. It is a painting of a babirusa, a pig-deer creature, and at over 35,000 years old it is the first picture in the history of the world. This, don’t forget, was some 34,993 years before the invention of Instagram.


Most of the early cave paintings to have been discovered – from Indonesia, to famous examples in France and Spain, to countless others from Somalia, Algeria and elsewhere – are remarkably similar paintings of animals. No-one can quite agree why the paintings in wildly different cultures painted thousands of years apart should be so similar in form and subject. It is thought by many that animals perhaps had a religious or shamanic significance which transcended borders. However, if I were in charge of research into this I would just assume that they all liked drawing animals in exactly the same way we all enjoy watching cat videos on YouTube. ‘Dude, have you seen the babirusa painting in Dave’s cave?! Megalolz!’


Sometimes Pointless viewers ask me what I’m writing down with my ever-present pen. Well, during the bits of recordings where I have nothing to do, such as during the head-to-head deliberations, or when Xander is talking to someone about their allotment, I doodle a lot on my answer sheets. I sometimes like to imagine that those cave painters of 35,000 years ago are looking approvingly over my shoulder and whispering, ‘Well done, Richard, that’s a really good picture of a horse.’





 

 




   

CHARACTERS FROM ASTERIX





The correct answers on this list are all characters featured in the English translations of the ‘Asterix the Gaul’ series of books, written by Goscinny and Uderzo; the wrong answers have never appeared in the Asterix books. Can you find the correct answer the fewest of our 100 said?


 




ALCOHOLIX







VITALSTATISTIX







PREFIX







OBELIX







JUSTFORKIX







DOGMATIX







OMNITRIX










 

 




   


	ALCOHOLIX
	0




	OMNITRIX
	WRONG




	DOGMATIX
	7




	JUSTFORKIX
	1




	OBELIX
	24




	PREFIX
	0




	VITALSTATISTIX
	4
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Here’s something I never knew until last year when I went to visit the Arctic Circle: GLACIERS COME FROM THE SKY. Why didn’t anyone tell me that? It would have completely changed Geography for me. No-one (and I’m looking at you, Mr Burkinshaw) ever told me how hulking great rivers of slow-moving ice came to be on the land. I just imagined they bubbled up somehow, maybe from frozen seas. Or out of frozen springs. I don’t know, this kind of stuff was given on a need-to-know basis clearly, and we only concerned ourselves with what was left behind by the glaciers rather than with the glaciers themselves. Did everyone else know about the glaciers? Was it meant to be obvious? The good news is that, aged forty-five, I found out and now it all makes perfect sense: they come from the – well, you’ll have got the gist by now.


It’s very simple. You just have to imagine what would happen if the temperature never rose above freezing – like, ever – so that all the rain fell as snow or hail and that it never melted (because it wouldn’t, would it?) from season to season. Obviously to start with we’d be cheerful and we’d dress up in our woollens and clear paths in the ice and chat good-humouredly over the garden fence in misty clouds of hot breath as we did our gritting and shovelling and whatever, waiting for it all to melt. After a bit we’d just go inside, make some hot chocolate, light the fire and watch Pointless, and still not really worry about it. Then, for year after year after year, the unmelted snow from the previous years would be compacted by the weight of fresh snowfall, and the level of the ice on the ground would rise (quite handy to start with as it would make the telly room nice and dark, although sadly it would also eventually start to obscure that brilliant snowman you built fourteen years ago). And after, let’s say, a hundred years, there’d be quite a thick crust of compacted snow (getting out of the front door would now be a challenge). Imagine this going on for thousands and thousands of years and you begin to get the idea of how huge volumes of compacted ice start to build up.


After a bit (and in this context a ‘bit’ is roughly equal to fifty millennia – by now the Pointless episodes on Challenge are starting to look a little tired) the sheer weight of the ice mass forces it to move, sometimes in directions guided by the geological robustness of the rock formations beneath it (and whether or not you went for double glazing in the telly room), sometimes due to the unevenness of the weight distribution.


That – in very broad terms – is what happens during an ice age. How ice ages come about, however, is another thing Mr Burkinshaw forgot to tell me, and on this occasion I didn’t learn about it in the Arctic Circle either, so you’ll have to look it up in a heavy book.


Or ask Richard.



 

 




   

WINTER OLYMPIC LOCATION


      

We are looking for any country in which the Winter Olympics have taken place, up to and including the 2014 Games. 


We are looking for the name of the country as it is currently known. 


And of course by ‘country’ we mean the current usual English name of any sovereign state that is a member of the UN. 








 

 




   


	AUSTRIA
	27




	BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
	2




	CANADA
	58




	FRANCE
	31




	GERMANY
	16




	ITALY
	22




	JAPAN
	23




	NORWAY
	24




	RUSSIA
	65




	SWITZERLAND
	32




	USA
	
40
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The development of language is possibly the single weirdest, most unlikely, most extraordinary and most significant event in the whole of human history. It is so deeply, irredeemably odd and bewilderingly magnificent.


Some linguists believe language sprang into being due to a chance mutation, but most think it developed, very slowly, over many, many thousands of years.


They are fairly certain that our good friends Australopithecus had no system of language. Which meant when they were in B&Q buying their hammers and anvils, they either simply had to point, or they had to use the self-service checkouts.


Possibly as far back as 2.3 million years ago, primitive language systems developed, but it wasn’t until around sixty to a hundred thousand years ago that the age of spoken language systems as we might understand them began to emerge. It allowed Stone Age estate agents, disc jockeys and broadband support telephone operatives to thrive, but also brought many good things too.


So how did it develop? Well, no-one really knows, but I have developed a theory. Before the development of language, Scrabble was simply two people looking at a board waiting for something to happen. This led me to think that maybe language was actually developed by a Scrabble player endlessly and systematically cheating. After playing the letters ‘ROCK’, for example, her opponent would naturally shrug and challenge the word. She would then point at something nearby – in this case a rock – and put her thumbs up. Thus, over a series of say twenty to thirty games the basics of human language were invented. Further credence is given to this theory when you consider that the letters C and V are the hardest to get rid of in Scrabble, and one of the first words was, rather conveniently, ‘cave’.


If language had not been invented, Pointless as we know it today would be very different. After the theme tune you’d simply see Xander smiling and waving. He’d then point to the contestants, each of whom would do an elaborate mime to tell us they were a baker from Huddersfield, or a university admissions administrator from Bangor, North Wales. At this point Xander would look over at me and I’d panic as I realised that round one was supposed to be ‘Words ending in … ARK’.


Tipping Point would be largely unaffected.



 

 




   

LANGUAGE
      


We are going to give you fourteen French names for countries. Can you work out what their English translations are? 




ALLEMAGNE







CHYPRE







ÉRYTHRÉE







ESPAGNE







ÉTATS-UNIS







LETTONIE







LIBAN







MAROC







MAURICE







PAYS-BAS







POLOGNE







ROYAUME-UNI







SAINT-MARIN







SUÈDE










 

 




   


	GERMANY
	67




	
CYPRUS

	56




	
ERITREA

	11




	SPAIN
	95




	UNITED STATES
	49




	LATVIA
	5




	LEBANON
	7




	MOROCCO
	43



	MAURITIUS
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