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Introduction


Imagine seeing your house on fire and leaving everything behind as you


escape to safety. How would you feel? Frightened? Devastated? You’d


probably feel these emotions, and more. Well, this is what happened to


a group of people who lived about 3,000 years ago in Britain, during the


Bronze Age. Their village caught fire, and they fled for their lives.


Disaster – fire destroys village!


The village was near the present-day city of Peterborough, in the east


of England. It was an unusual village because it was not built on dry


land, like other villages were. Instead, the houses were built on wooden


platforms over a river. It must have looked like the houses were floating


on the water.


As the houses burned, they fell into the river, taking everything inside


with them. Metal swords and axes, pottery bowls with food in them,


clothes and furniture plunged into the water, and sank to the bottom of


the river.


The Bronze Age village was completely destroyed by the fire.
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Detectives at work – solving an


ancient mystery


Archaeologists are good at working out ancient mysteries. They are


‘history detectives’, and when they found the remains of the ancient village,


they asked: ‘Why would anyone build houses over a river?’ They have come


up with theories to help answer this question. One idea is that the villagers


were afraid of being attacked, so they built their village in a place that was


hard to reach.


Another question the


archaeologists asked


is: ‘How did the houses


catch fire?’ They


wondered if the fire


was started on purpose


or by accident, and


they have searched


for clues to help find


the answer. But most


of all, the discovery of


the village has enabled


these history detectives


to work out what life


was like for Bronze Age


people in Britain, 3,000


years ago.


Archaeologists found a Bronze Age village near the city of Peterborough.


120 km (75 miles) – that’s how far north


Peterborough is from London.


ASK THE ARCHAEOLOGIST


Q: What was the name of the village 3,000 years ago?


A: No one knows.


Q: What do archaeologists call the village?


A: Archaeologists call it the ‘Must Farm Bronze Age village’, or ‘Must Farm’ for


 short. They’ve named it after the place where it was found.
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Prehistoric people


The villagers who lived at the Must Farm Bronze Age village were


prehistoric people. There were three prehistoric time periods – first the


Stone Age, then the Bronze Age, and finally the Iron Age.


Before people knew how to write


Can you imagine a world where no one knows how to write? That’s what


the prehistoric world was like. Prehistoric people talked and sang, made


pictures, and they could probably count. But they did not know about


writing. It was the Romans who brought writing to Britain, about 2,000


years ago, and it’s been with us ever since.


Prehistory = the time before writing


History = the time after writing was developed


The three ages of prehistory


Stone Age


When was it?


800,000 years ago to 2300 BCE


What happened?


• The first people arrived in Britain.


• Tools, weapons and other objects


were made from pieces of stone,


especially flint.


Bronze Age


When was it?


2300 BCE to 800 BCE


What happened?


• Stone tools were replaced


with metal tools.


• Copper was the first


metal used.


• Then came a harder


metal called bronze.


Metal axe made
from bronze.


Stone axe made from flint.
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Stonehenge – a world-famous monument built by prehistoric people in England.


Did you know?


The letters CE and BCE are often used in dates. CE stands for ‘Common Era’, which began


with CE 1 (the first year of the Common Era). The Common Era continues up to the present


year. Anything that happened before year 1 is a BCE date, which stands for ‘Before the


Common Era’. All prehistoric dates are BCE dates.









































