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How this book will help you in AQA GCSE History


It will help you to learn the content


Is your main worry when you prepare for an exam that you won’t know enough to answer the questions? Many students feel that way! It is true you will need good knowledge of the main events and the detail to do well in this British depth study. This book will help you acquire both the overview and the detail.


The text explains all the key content clearly. It helps you understand each topic and the issues that connect the topics.
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Diagrams and maps help you to visualise, understand and remember topics. We suggest you also draw your own diagrams – that is an even better way to learn.
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SOURCE 3


William of Poitiers, a Norman writing in 1070.


Harold knows that this kingdom is his by right, as granted to him by gift of that same King his lord Edward on his deathbed … it has been the common custom of this nation that a gift made at the point of death is valid.
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It’s full of sources. Sources help you understand the story better because they help you to see what events and ideas meant to people at the time. What they said, did, wrote, sang, celebrated or got upset about.


The sources you will use in this book mostly come from:





•  The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (sometimes called ASC) is the only account of the Conquest written in English. It does tend to be negative about the Normans. It also blames the success of the Normans on the sins of the English.



•  William of Jumièges was a Norman writer who aimed to justify the Normans’ actions but he tried hard to get his facts right.



•  William de Poitiers was William the Conqueror’s chaplain, so knew him well but he set out to glorify and justify William’s actions.



•  Orderic Vitalis was of mixed Norman and English parentage. He was often complimentary but was willing to criticise the Normans when he felt it necessary.



•  The Bayeux Tapestry is a visual representation of the story of the Norman Conquest. It was probably commissioned by Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, William’s half-brother. The tapestry portrays a very Norman point of view.
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THINK





5  Why did William’s plans for governing England change?
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Throughout the book there are tasks designed to build your understanding. Think questions direct you to the things you could be noticing or thinking about as you read. They also practice the kind of analytical skills that you need to improve in history and will help prepare you for the Focus Tasks – see page 5.
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There is a Topic Summary at the end of every topic. This condenses the content into a few points, which should help you to get your bearings in even the most complicated content. The Tip takes it even further: suggesting just a couple of things to focus on if you are really struggling.
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KEYWORDS


Be sure you learn what these words mean and are able to use them confidently in your own writing. See the glossary on page 77 for definitions.





•  Allegiance




•  Danegeld



•  Earldoms



•  Fealty



•  Illegitimate



•  Sub-regulus



•  Under oath



•  Wessex



•  Witan
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Keywords. Every topic has its own vocabulary. If you don’t know what these words mean you won’t be able to write about the subject. So for each chapter we have provided a Keyword list. All of them are defined in the glossary on page 77.


Here are some tips to help you understand and remember key words so you can use them confidently in your work:





•  Create keyword flashcards. Write the word on one side and the definition on the other. Add to our definitions with things you find out about yourself.



•  Practice regularly by laying out your cards and seeing if you can remember what is written on the other side. Try hard to remember before you look at the answer.



•  Create a visual memory clue for each word so that it has its own ‘picture’ to jog your memory. You can then practise remembering when you’re on the bus, or walking to school!
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It will help you to organise what you learn


One of the most important skills in history is the ability to select, organise and deploy (use) knowledge to answer a particular question. The second big aim of this book is to help you think about the content, develop your own judgements and make sure you can support those judgements with evidence and relevant knowledge. You will not suddenly develop this skill. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then selecting from all that you know, the points which are really relevant to your argument.
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The main way we help you with this is through the Focus Tasks. These are the big tasks that appear at the start and end of each topic. They bring together your learning and help you turn it into something memorable and useful. Focus Task A (at the start of each topic) helps you make notes and gather information as you read; Focus Task B (at the end of each topic) asks you to use your notes to analyse what you have learned and complete some written work. Both stages are important – gathering and organising the information and using it to show your understanding of it.
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FOCUS TASK B


Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?


You have been making a mind map as you work through this topic. You can now use it to help you write your essay.





a) Finish your mind map to include information about the Battle of Hastings.



b) Highlight all the reasons on your mind map that contributed to William’s victory. This should include events/decisions made before the battle itself.



c) Choose one reason which you think was the main reason for William’s victory.



d) Now write your essay ‘Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?’
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It will help you to prepare for your examination


If you read all the text and tackle all the Focus Tasks in this book, we are sure you will also find you are well prepared for the challenges of the exam. However, you will probably also want to see the kind of questions you will face in an exam and how you might go about answering them.
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The Review at the end of every chapter introduces the aims of each question type and helps you practise the skills which can be useful to answer them. Assessment Focus on page 73 takes you through each question type and provides sample answers and comments so you can see what a possible answer might look like.
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Introduction: A few things you need to know before you start


England and its neighbours in the 1050s
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England


What we now know as ‘England’ had been a collection of territories ruled by Angle or Saxon chiefs. They started to unite under Alfred the Great in the ninth century. Aethelstan was the first King to rule all of England from 924–39. England’s economy was based on agriculture. Wealth also came from trade in wool and natural mineral resources such as iron, lead and copper. England’s wealth made it attractive to Viking invaders who raided and then settled the north of England in the eleventh  century.


The Christian Church


Religious belief was very strong and the Catholic Church dominated Western Europe. There were priests in almost every village. The head of the Church was based in Rome and the Pope had huge influence over Europe. He was not just a spiritual leader – he had a strong political influence too.


Scandinavia


The Vikings came from Norway, Sweden and Denmark (Scandinavia). They were skilled sailors who travelled long distances to find the natural resources that were scarce at home. The Vikings’ inheritance rules meant that a man’s land was divided between all his sons. This meant that holdings got smaller and smaller, so the Vikings were always looking for new places to settle. They settled in England, Ireland, Normandy and further afield.


Normandy


Normandy is today part of France but in the eleventh century it was an independent country ruled by a duke. The Normans were descended from Vikings (Norsemen), who had settled in 911 due to its wealth of natural resources. They gradually became known as the Normans and established a settled and wealthy community and were constantly trying to expand their territory. Disputes with French neighbours and among themselves meant they were a warlike people with a strong military culture.


In England


Earldom of Morcar


Earldom of Edwin


Earldom of Waltheof


Earldom of Gyrth


Earldom of Leofwine


Earldom of Harold


In France


Dominions of William I


Wales


Scotland


England


Ireland


Normandy


North Sea


Denmark


Norway
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How do we know about the Norman England?


There are very few written sources about England before the Norman Conquest. Our evidence about Anglo-Saxon England is largely the physical remains studied by archaeologists. By contrast, the Norman invasion was seen as a very significant event and therefore much was written about it. However, many of these primary sources need to be approached with caution. Norman writers set out to show William as a rightful and great ruler and that their conquest of Britain was approved by God. Anglo-Saxon writers set out to preserve knowledge of earlier English history in the face of the Norman invasion.





1 The Normans – Conquest and Control





[image: ]






[image: ]


In 1066 a famous comet appeared in the night sky. Some who saw it feared or hoped it was a symbol that something significant was about to happen. In this Norman version of the event, six Anglo-Saxons (on the left) are pointing to the comet (top right) in alarm and wonder. In fact the comet was visible four months after Harold’s coronation; it was placed earlier than this in the Tapestry in an attempt to discredit Harold.


1066 did turn out to be a very significant year in British history. The old Anglo-Saxon kingdom was swept away by a forceful Norman invasion and England became part of the William of Normandy’s empire.


This is a story that most people know quite well but it still merits another look. In this chapter you will look in depth at how and why the Normans succeeded in conquering and controlling England.


[image: ]






1.1 The succession crisis in 1066
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FOCUS


When Edward the Confessor, King of England died in January 1066 there were four people who thought they should be the next king. In 1.1 you will:





•  learn why there was controversy about who should become king



•  consider the four competing claims to the throne.





You will gather information assessing each person’s claim then explain who you think had the strongest.


But we will start with some background. In order to understand the crisis in 1066 you need to know:





•  who ruled England prior to 1066 and



•  how they gained power.





You won’t be asked any questions about anything before 1066 but you won’t understand 1066 without it.
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A wealthy country


England had rich mineral resources and fertile farming land. Farmers produced wheat, rye, barley and oats as well as animal products. The wool trade was thriving in England and the cloth produced was highly valued in Europe. English towns were a good source of taxes. There was efficient administration and it was a Christian country. All this made it an attractive country for invaders.


The Viking connection


In the tenth century, England faced constant raids from the Vikings. The English came up with a plan to deal with this. They would pay the Vikings to leave. These payments were called DANEGELD. Unsurprisingly a pattern was established. Year after year the Vikings simply came back for more!


These raids gradually increased until, in 1013, the Vikings launched a full scale invasion. The English King Aethelred was eventually defeated and killed by Canute in October 1016. Canute then murdered most of Aethelred’s family. Despite this bloody start England was relatively peaceful and prosperous under Canute’s rule for the next 20 years.


The Norman connection


Aethelred’s widow, Emma, and his two surviving sons, Alfred and Edward, escaped to Normandy where they were protected by their uncle, Richard the Duke of Normandy. Richard raised her sons in the Norman court but forced Emma to return to England to marry Canute. This ensured the Normans kept some influence in England. It suited Canute because marrying the previous King’s widow went some way to appeasing the English.


The English earldoms


England was only a small part of the empire ruled by Canute. He had to ensure the country was effectively controlled when he was away from England so he divided England into four EARLDOMS: Wessex, Northumbria, Mercia and East Anglia. The earls became the most powerful men in the country, after Canute himself, and the Earl of WESSEX (Earl Godwin) the most powerful of the four earls.
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FACTFILE


Key events in the story of English monarchy 1016–1066






	1016

	Aethelred the Unready (English) dies. Canute (Viking) becomes king






	1017

	Aethelred’s widow Emma (English) marries Canute






	1035

	Canute dies.






	1035–40

	Harold Harefoot’s reign






	1040–42

	Harthacanute’s reign






	1042

	Edward the Confessor becomes king






	1051

	Godwin family exiled






	1052

	Return of the Godwins






	Late 1050s  

	Harold proclaimed sub-regulus






	1066

	January: Edward the Confessor dies
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Edward’s path to the throne



When Canute died in 1035 it was not clear who should rule next. He had sons but the modern idea that it was always the eldest son of the reigning king did not apply then. Two of Canute’s sons (Harefoot and Harthacanute) each had short reigns. Harefoot died in 1040 ending the dispute and allowing Harthacanute to become king. Harthcanute was not a popular king. In 1041 he was possibly ill or preoccupied with dealing with problems in Denmark. Whatever the cause, he invited Edward (Emma’s son and his half-brother) to England. Aethelred’s son Edward had been only a child when the Vikings invaded England. He had escaped to Normandy and been raised in the Norman court. He came to respect many of the Norman ways of life. Edward was appointed as Harthacanute’s successor and managed to win the support of the English earls. He ascended to the throne of England in June 1042 when Harthacanute died suddenly while drinking at a wedding feast.


Edward was able to take the throne so easily because the Vikings were losing interest in England at that time, as their empire was under attack from their Scandinavian neighbours. He was officially crowned king on 3 April 1043. In 1045, Edward married Earl Godwin’s daughter Edith. This secured the support of the most powerful English earl and it was clearly a marriage of convenience.


Edward the Confessor and the Godwin family


Edward may have married a Godwin but relations between Edward and the Godwins were tense. In 1051 the Godwins rebelled. Edward survived with the support of the Earls of Northumbria and Mercia and he exiled the Godwin family. In response he also appointed more Normans to important posts in his court as he felt he could trust them.


The English advisers, the WITAN, resented this and encouraged Godwin and his army to come back to England. They forced Edward to expel Norman advisors from his court and to restore Godwin to his previous privileged position.


Edward turned out to be a weak ruler, taking less interest year by year in governing England, preferring to focus on religion. He built the magnificent Westminster Abbey. In fact, by the late 1050s, Harold Godwinson (see page 11) was proclaimed SUB-REGULUS by the King.


So how does this help you understand 1066?


There are two vital things to note from this very quick summary of the eleventh century history:





•  That the Vikings, the Normans and the Earls of Wessex were all quite interested in ruling England. This had been the case for 50 years and was likely to stay that way.



•  That when a king died it was not straightforward to decide who would be the next king, particularly if he had no children. In fact it was difficult and often controversial. Usually it was a combination of force, luck and powerful friends that determined who ruled. Ideally what the English were looking for in a king was someone who was







    –  a relative of a previous king


    –  supported by the English lords and the Church


    –  wealthy and powerful enough to protect the country from foreign attack.
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FIGURE 1


The Anglo-Saxon Kings of England, 924–1066.
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Claimants to the throne



You probably already know the story of 1066 but ignore that for now because your purpose is to try to understand the position in early 1066. Edward was seriously ill. A succession crisis was just around the corner. There were four men who believed they had a right to be the next king of England: Edgar Aetheling; Harald Hardrada; William, Duke of Normandy, and Harold Godwinson (the Earl of Wessex).
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FOCUS TASK


Who has the strongest claim?
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1  Draw your own version of this table. Use a full A4 page to allow plenty of space to add information. As you read these two pages, note the strengths and weaknesses of each claim in columns 2 and 3. Then use column 4 to decide who had the strongest claim.



2  Using the information gathered in your table, write a paragraph explaining who you think had the strongest claim and why.
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FACTFILE


Naming a successor: Norman and English customs


Sometimes a king named his own successor. But English and Norman ideas about this were different. This was quite important in the story of 1066.


English customs


The English regarded the dying King’s ‘last words’ as more important than any promises made before that moment. The only way an earlier promise was stronger was if that promise had been made ‘kept’. This means that the current king had crowned their successor and shared the throne with them from that point on.


Norman customs


Things were slightly different in Normandy where earlier promises of the throne were seen as final and they could not be undone later, even on the king’s deathbed.
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Edgar Aetheling: The nearest relative


The first plausible claimant was Edgar. He was the dying King’s nearest blood relative. His grandfather, Edmund Ironside, was Edward’s half-brother. Edmund’s son, Edward the Exile (also known as Edward Aetheling) had been named as successor by Edward the Confessor in 1056, but had then died in suspicious circumstances days after his return to England in 1057.


However Edgar was only 14 years old in 1066. He had no money, no soldiers and no military experience.
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Harald Hardrada: The Viking warrior
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King Harthacanute had made an agreement with Magnus, King of Norway, to give Magnus the English throne if he died before Magnus did. However, when Harthacanute died in 1042 Magnus was too busy defending his lands in Norway to come to England to take the throne. So Edward the Confessor was able to take the throne instead.


Magnus died in 1046, so his son Harald Hardrada became King of Norway. Because of Harthacanute’s agreement with his father he believed he had the right to be king of England too.


By 1066 Hardrada was an experienced ruler – he had been King of Norway for 20 years. He was a seasoned warrior – he was leader of the famous Varangian Guard (a ruthless army serving the Byzantine Empire). He settled disputes using force and this approach was reflected in his name Hardrada: ‘hard ruler’.


He also had the support of Tostig Godwinson (Harold Godwinson’s brother), formerly Earl of Northumbria, who had been sacked from his role by Harold Godwinson and was keen to regain power. Tostig flattered Hardrada and promised support from the north of England if he were to come to England to claim the throne. Many people in the north of England had Scandinavian roots so might have supported him.



OEBPS/OEBPS/images/7-1.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/title.jpg
AQA

GCSE

History

NORMAN
ENGLAND

1066-c1100

Helena Clarke

Approval message from AQA

‘The core content of this digital textbook has been approved by AQA for use with our
qualification. This means that we have checked that it broadly covers the specification and
that we are satisfied with the overall quality. We have also approved the printed version of this
book. We do not however check or approve any links or any functionality. Full details of our
approval process can be found on our website.

We approve print and digital textbooks because we krow how important it is for teachers
and students to have the right resources to support their teaching and leaming. However, the.
publisher is ultimately responsible for the editorial control and quality of this digital book.
Please note that when teaching the AQA GCSE History course, you must refer to

AQA's specification as your definitive source of information. While this digital book has been written to
mach the specification, it cannot provide complete Coverage of every aspect of the course.

Awide range of other useful resources can be found on the relevant subject pages of our
website: www.aqa.org.uk.

HODDER
pYNamIL ‘7 EDUCATION

AN HACHETTE UK COMPANY

EARNING





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Helena Clarke

AQA
GCSE

~ History

Nb"RMAN
ENGEAND
10@6 c11po %

A\
N\






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/9-1.jpg
hard
Duke of Normandy






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/6-1.jpg
Scandinavia

The Vikings came from
Norway, Sweden and Denmark
(Scandinavia). They were skilled
Sailors who travelled long
distances to find the natural
resources that were scarce at

England
What we now know as ‘England"

had been a collection of erritories m England home. The Vikings iheritance
tuled by Angle or Saxon chiefs. They 2| BEatamof Morcar rules meant that a man's land
started to unite under Alfred the ‘ O Earldom of Edwin was divided between all his
Great n the ninth century. Aethelstan Hoeudd g’ya:,"‘e"' sons. This meant that holdings
was the first King to ule il of i got smaller and smalkr, so the
England from 92430, England’s B3 Earldor of Harold Vikings were always looking
economy was based on agriculure. e fornew places to sette. They
Wealth also came from trade in wool B Do ons ot Willam | settled in England, Ireland,
and natural mineral resources such Normandy and further aiel.

as iron, lead and copper. England's

wealth made it atiractive to Viking ‘
invaders who raided and then settled

the north of England in the eleventh
century.

Normandy
The Christian Church Normandy is today part of France but in the eleventh century
Religious belief was very strong it was an independent country ruled by a duke. The Normans
and the Catholic Church dominated were descended from Vikings (Norsemen), who had settled
Western Europe. There were priests in in 911 due to its wealth of natural resources. They gradually
almost every village. The head of the became known as the Normans and established a settled and
Church was based in Rome and the wealthy community and were constantly trying to expand

Pope had huge influence over Europe. their teritory. Disputes with French neighbours and among
He was notjust a spritual leader — he themselves mean they were a warlike people with a strong
had a trong political influence too. miltary culture.






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/4-2.jpg
TOPIC SUMMARY

The succession crisis in 1066
@ England had a troubled history in the
1066.

® There were no clear rules in place for -
& Fdw- " *he Crnfacsor had ber = we





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/5-1.jpg
o—
REVIEW OF CHAPTER %

The Normans - Conquest and Conti.

It 3 good idea to use practice questions to review your
learning. In your exam you will be set FOUR questions on
the Bitish depth study.

‘Question 1 vl be on inerpretators. You wil r= your
ur e I





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/10-1.jpg
Claimant
Edgar Aetheling

Strengths

Weaknesses

Rank order

Harald Hardrada

William of Normandy

Harold Godwinson






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/4-1.jpg
3

oz
e

5w s o smon
et sganst il
¥ ks

r—
R
peiey
o ma 1070

Wash kngs het
o 1054





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/10-2.jpg





