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Introduction





This book provides support for five of the Paper 2 topics for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE History. Two historical investigations:




	
•  Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905–24


	
•  The USA, 1918–41





And three breadth studies:




	
•  Changes in medicine, c.1848–c.1948


	
•  China, conflict, crisis and change, 1900–89


	
•  The Middle East: conflict, crisis and changes, 1917–2012





The content of this textbook will help you in a number of ways.




Getting to grips with sources and interpretations


The Paper 2 historical investigations will be examined through questions on two sources and an extract from a historian. This book contains lots of sources and source analysis questions to help develop your source skills. It also contains extracts for you to study along with extract analysis questions to help you think about what argument the author is making. (Another word for a historian’s argument is an historical interpretation.)


Although the Paper 2 breadth studies are not examined through source-based questions, these sections still contain lots of sources and it is important that you engage with them. History is at its best when you can see what real people said, did, wrote, sang, watched on film, cried over and got upset about. Sources can really help you to understand the story better and remember it because they help you to see the big concepts and ideas in terms of what they meant to individuals at the time.







Knowledge retrieval (remembering stuff!)


There’s no escaping the fact that there’s lots of information that you have to learn for IGCSE History. You will need good knowledge of the main events and the ability to use specific details to do well in your exam. But don’t worry! This book is written in a way so that it’s not going through one thing after the next. That won’t help your memory. This book contains all the important stuff for you to know, presented in an engaging way that will help you not get lost. There are knowledge check questions throughout to help you recall and retain knowledge; Activities to help you make links within and between topics; and chapter summaries to help you focus on the key points of each period.


There is a fancy saying that ‘memory is the residue of thought’. Basically, if you are thinking about the content in the right ways then you are helping your brain process the information and this will help you remember it. This is the point of the focus tasks (see below).








Focus tasks


Developing the ability to think for yourself is a vital part of history. Being good at history is not a case of memorising all the facts and repeating them. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then selecting relevant points from all the things you do know to help answer questions. The main way we help you with this is through the focus tasks.


Within each section, the key topics are broken down into focus tasks which tackle the main issues of the course content. By working your way through these tasks, you will be in a strong position to form your own arguments and views in relation to the main issues.







Exam preparation


There is lots of evidence that practising exam questions over and over won’t make you any better at the exam. In fact, it might make you worse! The focus tasks will help with building the necessary skills, so if you read all the text and tackle all the tasks in this book, we are sure you will be prepared for the challenges of your exam. However, you will probably also want something more exam focused. It is likely that you will want to see the kinds of questions you will face in your exam and how you might go about answering them. The exam guidance section (pages 286–307) will help you. This will take you step-by-step through the exam requirements and will break things down to their most basic level. The pages are also full of hints and tips to make sure you really understand what the questions want you to do.


Good luck with this course. You can do it!
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SECTION 1 Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905–24
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REVISION TASK


At the end of each chapter, return to the timeline below. Look at the events that you have studied in the chapter and choose an image, either from the chapter or from your own research to sum up the chapter. Write down words that you can think of to summarise the chapter you have just studied. Then, from those words, write a short paragraph to sum up the period studied, and the changes that took place.
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FOCUS


In 1905 Russia was a huge but backward agricultural country. Its industry was underdeveloped, its people mainly poor and uneducated. It was ruled by a Tsar who had complete power. During this section of the course you will look at how huge changes took place in Russia between 1905 and 1924.


In Chapter 1 you will explore Tsarist rule in Russia from 1905–14, investigating the revolution of 1905 and why the Tsar’s regime survived it, before looking at the actions and policies of the Tsar and his ministers until 1914.


In Chapter 2 you will investigate the economic, social and political effects of the First World War on Russia and how this helped lead to the collapse of the Tsar’s regime in February 1917.


In Chapter 3 you will examine the incredible events of 1917, including the actions of the Provisional Government and how the Bolsheviks increased support until it seized power in October.


In Chapter 4 you will look at how the Bolsheviks managed to hold onto power, including the early decrees and how they won the Civil War.


In Chapter 5 you will explore the economic policies of the Communist government during and after the Civil War and evaluate the achievements of Lenin to 1924.
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1.1 Tsarist rule in Russia, 1905–14
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FOCUS


In 1905 many people in Russia, from nationalities to radical political groups, were discontent. Long-term issues coupled with the short-term events of the Russo–Japanese War and Bloody Sunday to throw Russia into revolution. The Tsar survived with the issuing of the October Manifesto, which split the opposition, but by 1914 his position looked very precarious.


The focus tasks in this chapter will help you decide why there was a revolution in 1905 and how the Tsar survived it.
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The Russian Empire


As you can see from Figure 1 Russia was a vast empire, almost 5000 km wide, covering a large area in two continents – Asia and Europe. Its varied landscape ranged from arctic wasteland to the north and hot desert to the south. It included people of many different nationalities, ethnicities, languages and religions. Most of the population lived in the European part of Russia and it was here that the two largest urban areas, St Petersburg and Moscow, were located.


Russia was a major world power. However, unlike other world powers such as Britain, France or the USA, by 1905 Russia was still largely a rural, farming society, though there had been some growth of industry in the nineteenth century. Over 80 per cent of the population lived in the countryside.


Although the Russian population was dominated by peasants, Russian society was dominated by the ruling class and aristocracy (see Figure 4, page 8). Aristocrats had huge estates and owned most of the land in the countryside as well as impressive houses in the cities. They also held almost all political power.
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FIGURE 1


The Russian empire in 1900
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Tsarist rule in Russia in 1905



This huge and diverse empire was ruled by one man, the Tsar, who had absolute power. By this time, most European countries had given their people at least some form of democracy, but Tsar Nicholas II was still committed to the idea of autocracy.


Under the autocratic system the Tsar essentially had complete authority to make the decisions he wanted. There was an Imperial Council but he could choose whether or not to take its advice. Ministers were appointed and dismissed by the Tsar as he wanted.
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SOURCE 2


Part of Tsar Nicholas II’s coronation speech in 1894


Let all know that I, devoting all my strength to the welfare of the people, will uphold the principle of autocracy as firmly and as unflinchingly as my late unforgettable father.
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The Church


The Russian Orthodox Church had been completely independent from other Christian Churches since the fifteenth century. There were other religions in Russia – some in the west were Catholic, others Protestant, some in the south were Muslim and there was a sizeable Jewish population in some areas – but most people, about 70 per cent in 1900, were members of the Orthodox Church. It held huge influence over society and had much wealth and power. Leading figures in the Church were members of the Imperial Council so held much political influence. Most villages were dominated by the church building and priests were highly respected and consulted by the people. The Church ran the majority of schools in Russia.


The Church was very conservative and deeply opposed to change. It taught that the Tsar was chosen and guided by God. It was therefore a powerful supporter of the Tsar and the autocratic system.
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Profile


Tsar Nicholas II, 1865–1918




	
■  Nicholas was crowned as Tsar in 1896.


	
■  He married Alexandra of Hesse (a granddaughter of Queen Victoria). They had four daughters and a son.


	
■  Both the Tsar and his wife were totally committed to autocracy.


	
■  Nicholas regularly rejected requests for reform.


	
■  He was interested in the Far East. This got him into a disastrous war with Japan 
in 1905.


	
■  He was not very effective as a ruler, unable to concentrate on the business of being Tsar.


	
■  He was a kind, loving family man but did not really understand the changes Russia was going through.


	
■  By 1917 he had lost control of Russia and abdicated.


	
■  In 1918 he and his family were shot by Bolsheviks during the Russian Civil War.
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Chaos and incompetence


Some of the previous Russian Tsars had been effective rulers, which had helped maintain the autocratic system for centuries. However, most historians and even some of the Tsar’s supporters at the time agreed that Nicholas was not a good ruler. He worked hard but he avoided making big decisions and wasted time by getting involved in the tiniest details of government. He did not delegate tasks. In a country as vast as Russia this was a major problem.


Nicholas also felt threatened by talented ministers. He encouraged rivalry between ministers, which caused problems because different government departments refused to cooperate with each other. He appointed family and friends to important positions even though many were incompetent or even corrupt, making money from bribes.
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SOURCE 3


The Tsar and his family
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
1  What is autocracy?


	
2  Give at least two ways in which Russia was different from other world powers in 1905.
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Reasons for discontent



A major reason for discontent throughout Russia was the control and repression which helped maintain autocracy.




Control and repression


Oppressive control was exercised over the Russian people. Newspapers were censored and political parties banned. The police had a special force with 10,000 officers who concentrated on dealing with political opponents of the regime. The Tsar’s secret police force, the Okhrana, was very effective, sending thousands to prison or exile in Siberia. Backing them up was the army, particularly the terrifying Cossack regiments, which could be relied on to put down any disturbances. Members of the Russian armed forces all swore an oath of loyalty to the Tsar and his family – their loyalty was crucial to the Tsar’s regime.


In the countryside each peasant belonged to a mir or village commune which controlled their daily lives. Each area had a ‘land captain’ – a local noble who dealt with crimes and disputes. Larger regions had governors – aristocrats appointed by the Tsar. They had powers to arrest people, put down trouble, censor newspapers and so on.


There were some elected officials in towns and district councils called zemstva, but these were dominated by the nobles and professional classes (such as doctors and lawyers). The zemstva did some good work in areas such as health and education and gave people useful experience in running local government. Some people wanted a national zemstvo through which elected representatives could help run the country but the Tsar would not accept this.
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FIGURE 4


Class distribution of the Russian population, 1897
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Discontent among different social groups


Power and wealth was dominated by the aristocracy and the Church, which made up a very small number of Russia’s population. Other social groups (see Figure 4) had many reasons for discontent with this situation and the problems this led to in their own lives.




Peasants and the countryside


Before the 1861 emancipation of the serfs, peasants had been owned by the aristocrats who owned all the land. In 1861 they had been granted their freedom but most land was still owned by the aristocrats. This, combined with a rising population, meant that there was a shortage of good-quality land for peasants, which most resented. Moreover, farming was backward and primitive so crop yields were very low compared with other countries. Living and working conditions were dreadful. Disease and hunger, even famine, were common. There was no education. Life expectancy was only 40 years in some areas. Despite this, mainly because of the teachings of the Church, most peasants were loyal to the Tsar.







Industrial workers


Some peasants left the countryside to work in the newly developing industries in the cities in the late nineteenth century. However, their living conditions hardly improved. They were jammed into slum housing and suffered from illnesses, alcoholism, appalling working conditions and low pay. Trade unions were illegal so there was no way to protest. Most workers were probably no better off than the peasants.








The middle classes



Russia’s middle class included people such as business owners, industrialists, bankers, lawyers and university lecturers. As a result of industrialisation, the size of Russia’s middle class had increased but it was still very small (see Figure 4). The main concern of many businessmen was the management of the economy. Some were worried about radical groups and controlling their workforce. Many other members of the middle classes were liberals (see page XX).
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SOURCE 5


A cartoon showing the Tsarist system. This was published in Switzerland by exiled opponents of the Tsar
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SOURCE ANALYSIS


This source is a representation of life in Russia under the Tsar. Do you think it is an accurate portrayal?


[image: ]












[image: ]


SOURCE ANALYSIS




	
1  What reasons for people’s discontent are given in Source 6?


	
2  What words does the author use which suggest he is unhappy with the Tsar’s regime?
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SOURCE 6


Part of a letter from the landowner and writer Leo Tolstoy to the Tsar in 1902. The letter was an open letter – it was published openly as well as being sent to the Tsar


A third of Russia lives under emergency legislation. The numbers of the regular police and of the secret police are continually growing. The prisons are overcrowded with convicts and political prisoners. At no time have religious persecutions [of Jews] been so cruel as they are today. In all cities and industrial centres soldiers are employed and equipped with live ammunition to be sent out against the people. Autocracy is an outdated form of government that may suit the needs of a central African tribe but not those of the Russian people who are increasingly aware of the culture of the rest of the world.
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The nationalities


Many people in the Russian empire were not actually Russian. Only 40 per cent of the Tsar’s subjects spoke Russian as their first language. Some nationalities, for example the Poles and Finns, hated Russian rule and wanted independence. Jewish people were seen as a separate group and often suffered racial prejudice and even attacks, which were encouraged by the government.
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ACTIVITY




	
1  A ‘feature’ of something is an important part of that object. For example, a feature of a bicycle would be the number of gears it has. A feature of modern Britain is that it is a democracy.
List some features of Russia in 1905. In other words, what was Russia like?


	
2  Describing a feature means giving some details about it. For example, if you described the feature of democracy in modern Britain you could say that everyone aged 18 or over has the right to vote – to elect who they want to represent them in Parliament.
Pick one of the features of Russia in 1905 that you gave in answer to question 1. Describe this feature.
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Political groups and ideas



The Tsar also faced more organised opposition from political groups.




Liberals


By the early 1900s many middle-class people wanted political reform in Russia. Most of these ‘liberals’ wanted to keep the Tsar, but not autocracy. Most demanded greater democracy and a Duma, an assembly similar to the British Parliament.







Radicals


There were several radical groups in Russia. All wanted revolution – to overthrow the Tsar and form a completely new government.




	
•  The largest radical group was the Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs). They wanted to take farming land from the aristocrats and the Church and give it to the peasants. Some SRs used violence to try to bring about change. Two government officials and a large number of Okhrana agents and spies were murdered by SRs.


	
•  Some radicals wanted socialism in Russia. A few, such as the Social Democrats, were influenced by the ideas of Karl Marx (see Factfile) and wanted communism in Russia. In 1903 the Social Democrats split into two separate parties, the larger Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks (see page 14). The leader of the Bolsheviks was Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. He would play a huge role in later events in Russia.





All radical groups were illegal and many of their members had been executed, exiled to Siberia or, like Lenin, were forced to live abroad.
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Factfile


Marxist theory




	
■  Karl Marx was a German writer and political thinker. He believed that history was dominated by class struggle and revolution.


	
■  Marx believed that the first change would see the middle classes take control from the monarchy and aristocracy.


	
■  There would then be a revolution 
in which the workers (the proletariat) would overthrow the middle classes (the bourgeoisie).


	
■  For a short while the Communist Party would rule, but eventually there would be no need for any government as everyone would live in a peaceful communist society.
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Socialism and communism


Socialism grew out of the industrial revolution in Europe, which saw increasing levels of inequality as industrialists built huge fortunes for themselves while those who worked in their factories struggled on low wages, living in poor conditions. Communism was developed by Karl Marx slightly later. They share many of the same ideas but there are some important differences (see table below).


Other major differences are that socialism is more flexible and can work in a variety of political systems and governments. Most socialists believe in some form of democracy. Communism is an economic and political system. In a completely communist society there would be no need for government at all.








	Similarities between socialism and communism

	Differences between socialism and communism










	Both believe that capitalism causes many of the world’s problems and inequalities.

	Communism wants to remove capitalism altogether and create a communist society – without ownership or money.
Most socialists want to work within capitalism but minimise its negative effects.






	Both want the state or public to own businesses rather than private ownership – workers and ‘customers’ have a share of the businesses and receive a share of the wealth created by these businesses.

	Communists believe all land and property, as well as all business, should be owned by the state.
Socialists believe that individuals should be allowed to own their own houses and small businesses.






	Both believe government should be secular – i.e. not religious or with religious authorities in positions of political power.

	Communism believes religion should be abolished, whereas socialism believes in freedom of religion.





















Reasons for the 1905 Revolution



There were three main events that turned discontent into revolution.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
3  What was the difference between liberals and radicals?


	
4  Name two radical groups in Russia before 1905.
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Hunger


A poor harvest in 1901 led to widespread famine in 1901–02. This caused peasants to revolt and strikes and unrest in the cities. The government responded with further repression.







The Russo–Japanese War, 1904–05


Manchuria was a coal-rich part of China which bordered Russia. Both the Tsar and Japan’s Emperor wanted it to be part of their countries. Open war between Russia and Japan erupted in February 1904.


The Tsar hoped the war would help to unite his subjects behind him. This might have happened if he had been successful, but the Russian armed forces suffered a series of disastrous defeats and the Tsar refused to seek peace. The war resulted in higher taxes, higher food prices and shortages. Most Russians did not care about Japan or Manchuria. Those who did care were angered by the incompetence of the Tsar and his commanders in losing to the Japanese.
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EXTRACT A


From Enquiring History: The Russian Revolution, published in 2011


… the revolution did grow out of Tsarism and Nicholas’s own failure. The main causes of unrest and dis-satisfaction with Tsarism amongst liberals, workers, peasants and national minorities are obvious … [but] by doing nothing, Nicholas made things worse. …


… For … his readiness to use force to crush his people, and his callous [uncaring] disregard for their sufferings, he is to blame. I cannot accept the sentimental view that he was a good little man lost in a situation too big for him … such a view ignores too much.
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Bloody Sunday


Tensions all came together on Sunday 22 January 1905. A crowd of 200,000 protesters, led by the priest Father Gapon, went to the Winter Palace to give a petition to the Tsar (see Source 7). However, Nicholas had left St Petersburg at the first signs of trouble. The protesters were instead met by a regiment of soldiers who opened fire and mounted Cossacks who charged into the crowd. Over 100 protesters were killed and many more wounded. It was a decisive day. The Tsar finally lost the respect of the ordinary people of Russia.
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SOURCE 7


From the Petition to the Tsar presented by Father Gapon, 1905


Lord, we workers, our children, our wives and our old, helpless parents have come, Lord, to seek truth, justice and protection from you.


We are impoverished and oppressed, unbearable work is imposed on us, we are despised and not recognised as human beings. We are treated as slaves …


We ask but little: to reduce the working day to eight hours and to provide a minimum wage of a rouble a day.


Do not refuse to help your people. Destroy the wall between yourself and your people.
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FOCUS TASK


Why was there a revolution in 1905?




	
1  Study Sources 6 and 7, and Extract A. Identify reason/s for the 1905 Revolution suggested by each.


	
2  Do any of the sources give the same or similar reasons? If so, which ones and for which reason/s?


	
3  From reading the rest of pages 6–11 are there any other reasons that the sources do not mention?


	
4  The historian who wrote Extract A gives the Tsar himself and his actions as the main reason for the revolution. Do you agree? When you have decided, write a paragraph explaining your decision.
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SOURCE 8


A painting of Bloody Sunday by the Russian artist Ivan Vladimirov, painted soon after the event. 
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Events of the 1905 Revolution



Bloody Sunday sparked a wave of strikes which spread to other cities. Barricades appeared in the streets accompanied by riots and violence. The Tsar’s uncle was assassinated and it seemed the Tsar might well lose control of Russia. All sorts of groups were demanding change.




	
●  The liberals and middle classes wanted civil rights and a say in government.


	
●  Students wanted freedom in the universities.


	
●  Some nationalities declared independence.


	
●   Peasants attacked landlords and their property and seized land.







The Potemkin mutiny


The armed forces were a particularly important part of how the Tsar maintained control. However, there was discontent, particularly in the navy due to low morale after the defeats of the Russo–Japanese War and strict discipline and poor living conditions on ships. Some sailors became interested in socialism, including a low-ranked officer on the battleship Potemkin called Afanasi Matyushenko. He planned to lead a mutiny by the Russian navy which would then join the peasants and workers in order to take down the Tsar and his government.


On 14 June 1905 some sailors on the Potemkin refused to eat meat that had been cooked for them as it had maggots in it. The doctor said it was fit for sailors to eat. One of the leading officers threatened to shoot sailors who refused to eat the meat. As the protests continued, the officer shot and killed one of the mutineers. This led to the officers being attacked. Some of the officers were killed while others were securely locked up.


The mutineers formed a socialist ‘committee’ led by Matyushenko. The committee took control of the ship, sailing it to Odessa, where workers were protesting. When the workers of Odessa learned of events on board the Potemkin, rioting began in the city. The Tsar ordered the army to take control in Odessa. They did so with brute force, killing over 1000 people.


The mutineers on the Potemkin tried, and failed, to get other navy ships to mutiny. They sailed to Romania where they sank the ship. Most of the sailors settled in Romania after being granted asylum there.







The setting up of Soviets


As workers continued to strike and demonstrate on the streets, from May they began to elect representatives to small councils (soviets) for different factories. These grew and developed into soviets for whole towns and cities. Soviets became the way in which workers organised their strikes and other protests. The St Petersburg Soviet, chaired by the radical Leon Trotsky, who had returned from exile, was the largest. It and others in large cities were formed to help coordinate a general strike which had begun in September. The general strike brought Russia to a complete standstill as workers from all important industries, including railway workers, joined the strike. Things looked very bleak for the Tsar and his regime.






[image: ]


KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
5  What happened during the 1905 Revolution?


	
6  Why was the Potemkin mutiny such a problem for the Tsar?
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How did the Tsar survive the 1905 Revolution?



There were two main reasons why the Tsar survived.
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SOURCE 9


Extract from the October Manifesto


… we have ordered the government to take the following measures:


1. Fundamental civil freedoms will be granted to the population, including freedom of conscience, speech, assembly and association.


2. Participation in the Duma will be granted to those classes of the population which are at present deprived of voting powers … and this will lead to the development of a universal franchise [vote for everyone].


3. It is established as an unshakeable rule that no law can come into force without its approval by the State Duma…


We call on all true sons of Russia to remember the homeland, to help put a stop to this unprecedented unrest and, together with this, to devote all their strength to the restoration of peace to their native land.
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SOURCE ANALYSIS




	
1  Study Sources 9 and 10. What ‘promises’ does the Tsar make in Source 10?


	
2  What ‘threats’ does the Tsar make in Source 10?





You will be able to see whether the Tsar kept to these promises and threats over the next few pages!
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SOURCE 10


Extract from the October Manifesto


The oath which We took as Tsar compels Us to use all Our strength, intelligence and power to put a speedy end to this unrest which is so dangerous for the State. The relevant authorities have been ordered to take measures to deal with direct outbreaks of disorder and to protect people who only want to go about their daily business in peace.
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The October Manifesto


Things were so bad at the end of September that the Tsar was persuaded, unwillingly, to issue the October Manifesto (see Source 9). This included granting an elected parliament called the Duma the right to free speech and the right to form political parties. This divided the Tsar’s opponents. The liberals were delighted, feeling this had achieved their main aim, and the middle classes, desperate to end the violence and disorder, now supported moves to cease the revolution. The General Strike was stopped. However, the October Manifesto did nothing to address other issues such as land ownership or workers’ rights. Many radicals were angry that the middle classes had ‘abandoned’ the workers. They still wanted the Tsar overthrown.







The army restores Tsarist rule


The October Manifesto also made it clear that force would be used to deal with unrest (see Source 10). To ensure he had the means to do this, the Tsar made peace with Japan and ordered the return of his troops. He promised better pay and conditions so soldiers would stay loyal. Most did and were used to brutal affect.




	
●  In December 1905 the leaders of the St Petersburg and Moscow soviets were arrested. All soviets were effectively closed down. This led to fighting in Moscow and other cities but the workers were no match for the army and their resistance was crushed, with over 1000 people killed.


	
●   Alongside some land reforms, troops were sent out in huge numbers to crush the peasants and the nationalities. Thousands were executed or imprisoned. Beatings and rape were used to terrify peasants into submission (see page 16). It took much of 1906 and 1907 to bring peasant unrest under control.





It was clear that no revolution would succeed if the army stayed loyal to the Tsar.
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FOCUS TASK


How did Nicholas survive the 1905 Revolution?


Copy and complete the diagram. Describe how each of the factors helped the Tsar survive and bring Russia back under control. One branch has been started for you.
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The troubled years, 1905–14



The Tsar survived the 1905 Revolution but Nicholas needed to reform Russia and satisfy at least some of the discontented groups. After the October Manifesto allowed political parties, some parties that had worked in secret emerged while other new parties were formed. Hundreds of trade unions were also established. The main parties are outlined in the table below.








	RADICALS


	LIBERALS







	Bolsheviks

	Mensheviks

	Social Revolutionaries (SRs)

	Constitutional Democrats (Kadets)

	Octobrists










	A small group, led by Lenin, the Bolsheviks were communists. They believed it was the job of the party to create revolution, overthrow the Tsar and bring about a communist society.

	The Mensheviks were communists like the Bolsheviks but they believed Russia was not ready for revolution. They wanted to wait for when the workers of Russia would lead a revolution as Karl Marx believed.

	After 1905 the group formed a left-wing party which was less extreme than before (see page 10) but still radical. Some members were socialists. The party was supported by many peasants because of their ideas for land reform.

	Contained mostly middle-class liberals who wanted to keep the Tsar but reduce his power. Many wanted something similar to Britain’s constitutional monarchy, which had a king who had to answer to a powerful parliament.

	Named after the October Manifesto this was the most conservative group. Made up of middle and upper classes who supported the Tsar and the ideas of the October Manifesto.









To begin with, the radical parties refused to be part of a Duma at all. The liberal parties hoped that the Duma would be able to steer Russia on a new course.




The Fundamental Laws


By April 1906 unrest remained in only a few small areas of Russia. The Tsar issued the Fundamental Laws to establish the Duma. However, the first Russian parliament would not be what most liberals were hoping for.




	
●  The Duma effectively became a ‘lower house’ of parliament with the State Council, whose members were mostly chosen by the Tsar or Churchmen, acting as the ‘upper house’.


	
●  The Duma could suggest, debate and pass laws but they had to be agreed by the council. Any laws could be rejected by the Tsar.


	
●  The Tsar could close the Duma whenever he wanted and could rule without the Duma when it was not in session.


	
●  Government ministers would be appointed by the Tsar and did not have to be members of the Duma.


	
●   The Tsar remained supreme leader of the armed forces and in charge of foreign policy.
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SOURCE 11


Tsar Nicholas II speaking to Count Witte, his Minister of Finance 1892–1903


People do not influence events. God directs everything and the Tsar, as God’s anointed, should not take advice from anyone but only follow his divine inspiration.
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SOURCE ANALYSIS




	
1  What do you think the term ‘divine inspiration’ means?


	
2  From reading this source, what do you think Nicholas’ attitude to Russia’s new Duma would be?
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The attitude of Nicholas to the Dumas


Nicholas had agreed to a Duma only very reluctantly. He strongly believed that he had been chosen by God to rule alone. Moreover, he believed that most Russians wanted this too. He totally disagreed with limiting his autocratic powers at all.


Four Dumas were held between 1906 and 1914. Nicholas paid little attention to the criticisms of the Duma and dismissed each one when it became an obstacle to his demands.








The growth of opposition groups



As we have seen, radical groups were very opposed to the Tsar anyway. Many people joined the Socialist Revolutionary Party and some became Social Democrats after 1905. These parties decided to try to make changes to Russia through the Duma but then, in 1907, the Tsar changed the rules so they could not stand for election. It became clear that radicals would have to use other methods to bring about the changes they wanted. However, this was becoming more and more difficult due largely to Stolypin’s policies (see below). By 1907 most radical parties had once again been driven underground.


Many liberals were shocked by the Tsar’s actions in changing the election laws. Kadets became increasingly disillusioned with the Tsar. Octobrists supported the Tsar for longer but they too became more opposed to the Tsar as it became obvious that he did not intend to stick to the promises of the October Manifesto. Despite many Duma deputies speaking out against the Tsar, after 1907 there were enough conservatives within the Duma for the Tsar to get what he wanted.
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The first Duma, April–July 1906


Opening just four days after the Fundamental Laws, the first Duma was dominated by the Kadets and the Trudoviks (a party made up of former Socialist Revolutionaries). It demanded land reform and the release of political prisoners. The Tsar dissolved it after just 73 days.
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The second Duma, February–June 1907


It was not just the liberal parties that took part in these elections. The Socialist Revolutionaries, the Social Democrats and also some members of extreme, right-wing parties, which supported autocracy, stood for election. Radicals won just over half the votes, ensuring that the Duma contained a huge range of views. The Duma argued very heatedly for over three months before the Tsar dissolved it.
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The third Duma, November 1907–July 1912


This began in November 1907, after the Tsar had changed laws so only the most wealthy, male Russians could vote – those most likely to support candidates who supported the Tsar. This Duma was dominated by the Octobrists and it was much more favourable to Nicholas’ government; for example, it passed several of Stolypin’s reforms (see page 16). It lasted the full five years before the Tsar dissolved it. However, even this Duma was becoming more hostile to the Tsar by 1912.
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The fourth Duma, November 1912–February 1915


Those elected to the fourth Duma, which began in November 1912, were again mostly conservative but many were still quite critical of the Tsar. This criticism grew during the First World War until the Tsar dissolved the Duma in 1915.
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SOURCE 12


From the memoirs of Duma deputy Obolensky, published in 1925. He is describing the first session of the Duma in April 1906


The two hostile sides stood confronting each other. The court side of the hall resounded with orchestrated cheers as the Tsar approached the throne. But the Duma deputies remained completely silent. It was a natural expression of our feelings towards the monarch, who in the twelve years of his reign had managed to destroy all the prestige of his predecessors. The feeling was mutual: not once did the Tsar glance towards the Duma side of the hall. Sitting on the throne he delivered a short, perfunctory [without effort] speech in which he promised to uphold the principles of autocracy.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
7  Did the Tsar stick to the promises and threats that he made in the October Manifesto? Check your answers to the Source Analysis questions on page 13.


	
8  Why was the Duma unable to do much besides criticise the Tsar?
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Stolypin’s policies



In 1906 the Tsar appointed a new prime minister – Pyotr Stolypin. His policies were a major reason why the Tsar regained control after the 1905 Revolution. He used a ‘carrot and stick’ approach:




	
●  He came down hard on strikers, protesters and revolutionaries. Over 600 trade unions were closed down. Censorship was tightened and hundreds of newspapers stopped publishing at all. Over 20,000 ‘revolutionaries’ were exiled and over 1000 hanged (the noose came to be known as ‘Stolypin’s necktie’). This brutal suppression effectively killed off open opposition to the regime until after 1914.


	
●   Stolypin also tried to win over the peasants with the ‘carrot’ they had always wanted – land. Peasants’ Land Banks were introduced to loan money to wealthier peasants so they could opt out of the mir communes and buy land. These kulaks prospered and in the process created larger and more efficient farms. Production did increase significantly (see Figure 13). On the other hand, 90 per cent of land in the fertile west of Russia was still run by inefficient communes in 1916. Farm sizes remained small. Most peasants still lived in poor conditions and were discontent.
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Profile


Pyotr Stolypin, 1862–1911




	
■  Stolypin was born into a very wealthy, aristocratic family that owned huge amounts of land.


	
■  He studied agriculture at university in St Petersburg and shortly afterwards worked for the government, where he rapidly rose through the ranks.


	
■  He was appointed prime minister by the Tsar in 1906.


	
■  He was seen as too liberal by the Tsar’s supporters and too conservative by opposition groups and was therefore hated by many! He survived several attempts on his life but was finally assassinated in 1911.
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FIGURE 13


Agricultural and industrial production, 1890–1913
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SOURCE 14


An illustration from the anti-Tsarist Russian magazine Leshii, published in 1906. The title was ‘Nightmare: the aftermath of a Cossack punishment expedition’
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Stolypin also tried to boost Russia’s industries. There was impressive economic growth Russia was still far behind modern industrial powers such as Britain, Germany and the USA.


Stolypin was assassinated in 1911, but the Tsar was about to sack him anyway. He worried that Stolypin was trying to change Russia too much. Nicholas had already blocked some of Stolypin’s planned laws to bring in basic education for the people and regulations to protect factory workers. The Tsar was influenced by the landlords and members of the court. They saw Stolypin’s reforms as a threat to the traditional Russian society in which everyone knew their place.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	  9  Describe Stolypin’s ‘carrot and stick’ approach.


	
10  What was meant by the phrase ‘Stolypin’s necktie’?
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Rising discontent



Relations between the Tsar and his people became steadily worse, especially among industrial workers. The profits from industrial growth were going to businessmen, banks or foreign investors. Workers’ wages stayed low while the cost of food and housing was rising. Living and working conditions were still appalling. Strikes were on the rise (see Source 15), including those at the Lena Goldfield mines in Siberia.
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SOURCE 15


These figures were compiled by the Tsar’s Ministry of Trade and Industry








	Year

	Strikes

	Strikers










	1905

	13,995


	2,863,173







	1906

	6,114


	1,108,406







	1907

	3,573


	740,074







	1908

	892


	176,101







	1909

	340


	64,166







	1910

	222


	46,623







	1911

	466


	105,110







	1912

	2,032


	725,491







	1913

	2,404


	887,096







	1914

	3,534


	1,337,458
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The Lena Goldfield strike


Like elsewhere in Russia, miners at the Lena Goldfield worked long hours – shifts were often 15 or 16 hours long – for low pay. They had little or no safety equipment and injuries were common. Workers were very heavily fined for even very minor offences. In 1911 wages were reduced and some payment was given as meals from the company’s canteen. In late February 1912 the only food available in the canteen was horse meat, which was rotting! In response, 6000 Lena Goldfield workers formed a strike committee. Their demands included: an eight-hour working day, an increase in wages, the abolition of fines and better food in the canteen.


When the company rejected their demands, the workers went on strike. The company asked the government to send army troops to break up the strike. The soldiers arrived in early April and quickly arrested the leaders of the strike committee. On 5 April a large demonstration took place and 2500 workers marched to the company’s headquarters to demand the release of their leaders. The army troops opened fire. Many were injured and over 250 workers were killed.


The response of the Tsar’s government to the strike illustrated that little had changed in Russia since Bloody Sunday. The massacre led to around 750,000 workers going on strike throughout Russia. Although it must have seemed as if the Tsar’s government was firmly in control, some of the Tsar’s supporters were less sure (see Source 16).
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SOURCE ANALYSIS


Source 16 says that people were being ‘revolutionised’ by the actions of government by 1913.




	
1  Give one way in which Source 15 supports this opinion. (Hint: what is happening to the number of strikes as time goes by?)


	
2  Give one way in which Source 15 does not support this opinion. (Hint: What does Source 15 NOT tell you? Are strikes a sign of people becoming revolutionised?)
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SOURCE 16


Guchkov, a Russian conservative speaking in the Duma, 1913. By 1913, even staunch supporters of the Tsar were beginning to want change


Let those in power make no mistake about the mood of the people … never were the Russian people … so profoundly revolutionised by the actions of the government, for day by day, faith in the government is steadily waning.
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Chapter summary




	
•  Tsar Nicholas II was committed to autocracy, but many in Russia were discontent due to poverty, poor conditions, the Okhrana and lack of democracy.


	
•  These reasons, combined with famine, defeats in the Russo–Japanese War, and the events of Bloody Sunday, led to the 1905 Revolution.


	
•  The 1905 Revolution saw widespread strikes, the formation of soviets, and violence throughout Russia, including a naval mutiny on the Potemkin.



	
•  The Tsar was able to survive the revolution because he issued the October Manifesto, and used the army to supress unrest.


	
•  After the October Manifesto, many political parties formed and stood in elections for the Duma. However, the Tsar was unwilling to give up much of his power so the Duma was ineffective at bringing about change.


	
•  Prime Minister Stolypin’s policies included brutal repression as well as economic policies aimed at improving agriculture and industry.


	
•  Discontent with the Tsar worsened. The Lena Goldfield strike was brutally suppressed when soldiers fired on demonstrators.
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Key words


Make sure you know what these terms mean and are able to define them.




	
•  autocracy


	
•  asylum


	
•  capitalism


	
•  censored


	
•  civil rights


	
•  communism


	
•  conservative


	
•  democracy


	
•  Duma


	
•  emancipation of the serfs


	
•  exiled


	
•  kulaks


	
•  mir



	
•  mutineers


	
•  Okhrana



	
•  revolution


	
•  rouble


	
•  socialism


	
•  soviets


	
•  Siberia
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1.2 Opposition to Tsarist rule 1914–17: the impact of war and the February Revolution










[image: ]


FOCUS


Russia’s involvement in the First World War was an economic and political disaster. Opposition to the Tsar increased, made worse by the influence of Rasputin. Tsarist rule was in a weak position in 1914, and by 1917 had been overthrown in revolution. The shift from the autocracy of Tsardom, to democracy in the form of the Provisional Government, was swift and dramatic.


In the focus tasks you will investigate how the Tsar was weakened by the First World War and why revolution broke out in February 1917, before evaluating why the Tsar did not survive the February 1917 revolution when he had survived in 1905.
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The impact of the First World War


There were very few Russians who did not agree with the Tsar’s decision to enter the First World War in August 1914 on the side of the Allies (Britain and France). Briefly, the Tsar was very popular as the vast majority threw their support behind the war effort.




	
●  The Duma immediately voted to allow war credits to pay for military equipment and transport, with little debate.


	
●  St Petersburg was renamed Petrograd (as St Petersburg sounded too German).


	
●  Most people seemed to accept that some hardships would follow but that this was necessary for victory.







The Russian army


The Russian army was the largest in the world. At first, the soldiers were enthusiastic and successful. They felt that they were fighting to defend their country rather than showing any loyalty to the Tsar. After just a month, however, the Russians met with a terrible defeat at Tannenberg and more defeats rapidly followed. In 1915 they were forced to retreat and German forces invaded the Russian Empire. Russian soldiers fought bravely, but they stood little chance against the German army. They were badly led and treated appallingly by their aristocrat officers. They were also short of rifles, ammunition, artillery and shells. Many did not even have boots.
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SOURCE 1


The main body of the Russian Army leaving Warsaw in May 1915, starting its retreat east. Civilians were also trying to escape before the arrival of German forces




[image: ]




[image: ]












[image: ]


SOURCE 2


From a report by Michael Rodzianko, president of the Duma


The army had neither wagons nor horses nor first aid supplies … We visited the Warsaw station where there were about 17,000 men wounded in battle. At the station we found a terrible scene: on the platform in dirt, filth and cold, on the ground, even without straw, wounded men, who filled the air with heart-rending cries, dolefully asked: ‘For God’s sake order them to dress our wounds. For five days we have not been attended to.’
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The Tsar took personal command of the armed forces in September 1915. This made little difference to the war, since Nicholas was not a particularly able commander. However, it did mean that people held Nicholas personally responsible for the losses which continued. It is not surprising that by 1917 there was deep discontent in the army.
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FIGURE 3


Russian casualties (dead and wounded) in the First World War
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Economic and social effects of the war


The enormous costs of the war had a huge impact on the Russian economy. The Tsar borrowed vast sums of money from other countries and raised some taxes, but this was not enough to pay for what was needed. Widows and orphans of those soldiers who were killed were entitled to state war pensions, but casualties were so high that the state could not afford to pay everyone. As the army retreated in 1915, Russia lost territory which included important coal fields and mines. This led to shortages of fuel throughout Russia and shortages of raw materials for industry, which damaged the economy further.


It did not take long for the strain of war to alienate the peasants. As huge numbers of men and horses were drafted into the armed forces, the countryside lost agricultural workers. More peasants moved to the towns to replace the industrial workers and skilled craftsmen that had been drafted. Those capable of work who remained in the countryside – mostly women – had far more work to do and food production began to suffer. By 1916 the government could not afford to pay peasants for all the food needed to feed the army and the cities. The government planned to take food by force but abandoned the idea because it feared it might spark widespread revolt. Food was requisitioned for the army however.






[image: ]


SOURCE 4


The Russian writer and socialist Maxim Gorky, in a letter to his wife, November 1915


We will soon have a famine. I advise you to buy ten pounds of bread and hide it. In the suburbs of Petrograd you can see well-dressed women begging on the streets. It is very cold. People have nothing to burn in their stoves. Here and there, at night, they tear down the wooden fences! … Oh, to hell with it all, how hard it has become to live.
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SOURCE ANALYSIS




	
1  List the evidence of the effects of war on Russian civilians given in Source 4.


	
2  How can you tell that the writer of Source 4 is becoming very despondent with these effects?
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In the cities, war contracts created an extra 3.5 million industrial jobs between 1914 and 1916, but workers’ wages rose only slightly. At the same time standards of living fell and living conditions got worse:




	
●  Industrial production of military supplies and transport was increased at the expense of civilian industry and transport. This led to shortages of essential goods and what was available grew more expensive.


	
●  Overcrowding worsened as more people moved to the city for work.


	
●  Worst of all, the reduction in food production by 1916 and lack of money to pay for it meant less food was available. Severe transport issues made this much worse as the rail network could not cope with the needs of the army, industry and the populations of the cities. Food was left to rot in railway carts as there were no trains to transport it.





By 1916 there was much discontent in the cities. As 1916 turned into 1917, many urban Russians were facing starvation.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
1  What was the impact of the First World War on Russia’s economy?


	
2  What was the impact of the First World War on Russian civilians?
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Alongside increased hardship was the terrible emotional impact of the deaths of nearly 2 million Russian troops. This affected all parts of society, even the aristocracy, as many junior officers had been killed. Many civilians were also killed, especially in the western territories, as the Germans advanced. The grief may have been easier to bear if the war was being won, but military defeats impacted on the morale of civilians as well as those in the armed forces. Moreover there was no sign that the war would end any time soon.








Political effects of the war



The large numbers of Russian deaths in the war were at least partly due to poor military leadership, tactics and planning. The army was led by aristocrats who were appointed by the Tsar and, from September 1915, by the Tsar himself. This made the Tsar directly responsible for the losses, which added to his unpopularity among the lower and middle classes.


The middle classes did not suffer in the same way as the peasants and workers, but they too were unhappy with the Tsar by the end of 1916. Many middle-class activists in the zemstva were appalled by reports such as Source 2 (page 18). They set up their own medical organisations similar to the modern Red Cross, or joined war committees to send other supplies to the troops. These organisations were generally far more effective than the government agencies. This added to the view that the Tsar was inept.


In 1915 an alliance of Duma politicians, the Progressive Bloc, urged the Tsar to work with them in a more representative style of government that would unite the people. The Tsar dismissed the Duma a month later. The Progressive Bloc continued to openly oppose the government however.


When the Tsar left Petrograd to join the troops in September 1915, he put the Tsarina, Alexandra, in charge of civilian government. As Alexandra was German she was unpopular anyway, however her actions and decisions alienated many of those who would have supported her. Increasingly she relied only on the advice of Rasputin, who was distrusted and despised by many Russians (see page 21). The situation was so bad by late 1916 even some aristocrats in the State Council were calling for the Tsar to step down.






[image: ]


SOURCE 5


From a speech in the Duma on 1 November 1916 made by Paul Miliukov, leader of the Kadets


We now see that we can no more legislate with this government than we can lead Russia to victory with it. When the Duma declares again and again that the Home Front must be organised for a successful war, and the government continues to insist that to organise the country means to organise revolution, … is this stupidity or treason?.
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EXTRACT A


Historians commenting on the impact of the First World War on Tsarism, from an A Level History book published in 2008


Heavy casualties and soaring food prices enhanced long-standing tensions in Russian society, and had a particular impact upon the industrial workers in the major cities. More important still was the succession of political errors committed by the Tsar and by other key members of the regime. The Tsar’s decision to run the war as an autocrat, his refusal to cooperate with patriotic elements in the Duma and elsewhere, and his personal assumption of military responsibility all served to alienate elements which might otherwise have provided moderate conservative support for Nicholas.
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FOCUS TASK


How was the Tsar weakened by the First World War?


Some historians believe that without the First World War the Tsar’s rule would have survived. Others believe that the war did not cause the revolution but it speeded up the process. Therefore, all historians believe the First World War played an important part in the downfall of the Tsar.




	
1  Create a spider diagram of ways in which the First World War weakened the Tsar.


	
2  What does Extract A suggest was the main reason that the First World War led to a loss of support for the Tsar?


	
3  What reasons for the Tsar’s loss of support are suggested by Sources 4 and 5?


	
4  Do you agree with Extract A that this was the main reason? If not, why not? Write a paragraph explaining your answer. Use Sources 4 and 5 as well as your own knowledge to help you.
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Influence of Rasputin



In April 1907 the Tsarina Alexandra asked Grigori Rasputin, a monk from Siberia who had a reputation as a great healer, to help her son. Alexis, heir to the Russian throne, suffered from haemophilia, a genetic blood disorder. On several occasions it was believed that Rasputin saved Alexis’ life. Alexandra was very religious and was convinced that Rasputin was sent by God to control her son’s illness.
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SOURCE 6


A Russian cartoon published in 1916. The caption reads: ‘The Russian Tsars at home’
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SOURCE ANALYSIS




	
1  Look at Source 6. How does the cartoonist suggest that Rasputin is an evil influence on the Tsar and Tsarina?


	
2  What evidence is given in Source 7 about the influence of Rasputin on the Tsar and Tsarina?


	
3  How does the evidence in Source 7 support the evidence in Source 6 on the influence of Rasputin?
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As Rasputin’s influence intensified, the Tsar and his wife began to ask and take his advice. This damaged the Tsar because:




	
●  Rasputin was a great supporter of autocracy and constantly gave advice that meant the Tsar and Tsarina would not relinquish any power to anyone or anything else. This meant that the Tsar would continue to clash with the Duma.


	
●  Rasputin’s drunken lifestyle and womanising ways were scandalous to most Russians. They distrusted him and did not believe that such a man should have influence over the Tsar. This became worse as Alexandra became increasingly close to Rasputin, sparking rumours (which were almost certainly untrue) that they were having an affair.


	
●  The Tsar’s opponents seized on Rasputin as a sign that the Tsar was weak and unfit to rule Russia. The fact that the Tsar either didn’t notice their concern or, worse still, didn’t care, showed just how out of touch he was.





Rasputin’s influence became more of a problem when Nicholas left Alexandra in charge of Russia in September 1915. She relied almost totally on Rasputin for guidance. When the Duma complained about his influence, Alexandra introduced laws that would further limit the Duma’s power. When members of the Duma complained to the Tsar, he dismissed it, further alienating Duma members. The Tsarina, on Rasputin’s advice, dismissed several ministers from the State Council and replaced them with those who would not question her or Rasputin.


The Tsarina refused to give up her friendship and reliance on Rasputin, calling him ‘our friend’. The Tsar supported her decision. The concerns over Rasputin’s influence were so serious that a group of aristocrats led by Prince Yusipov murdered him in December 1916. However, by that time he had already caused irreparable damage to the Tsar’s reputation. The Tsarina’s poor judgement continued. Despite crowds on the streets cheering his death, she insisted he was given a state funeral – something that only royals or senior aristocrats would normally receive.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
3  How did the influence of Rasputin damage the Tsar?
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SOURCE 7


Michael Rodzianko, president of the Duma, March 1916


I asked for an audience and was received by him [the Tsar] on March 8th. ‘I must tell Your Majesty that this cannot continue much longer. No one opens your eyes to the true role which this man [Rasputin] is playing. His presence in Your Majesty’s court undermines confidence in the Supreme Power and may have an evil effect on the fate of the dynasty and turn the hearts of the people from their Emperor’ … My report did some good. On March 11th an order was issued sending Rasputin to Tobolsk; but a few days later, at the demand of the Empress, this order was cancelled.
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The February Revolution



By 1917 many Russians had reached new levels of desperation.




Events in January


The year began with a large demonstration on the streets of Petrograd on 9 January to remember those killed during Bloody Sunday 12 years before. This helped set the mood of the city. The reopening of the Duma on 25 January was met with huge support as 80,000 people turned out on the streets to welcome the deputies. However, it was not just Petrograd that saw demonstrations. The number of strikes throughout Russia increased dramatically throughout January 1917 (see Figure 8). Industrial workers demanded higher pay and access to food and bread. Many openly called for the Tsar’s abdication.
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Factfile


The Russian calendar


Tsarist Russia had a completely different calendar to the rest of the world. By 1900 this meant that Russia was 13 days behind the calendar used in most of Europe.


One of the Bolshevik decrees of late 1917 was to change the calendar so that it was ‘similar to almost all cultural nations’. They therefore skipped 13 days in February 1918 – going straight from 31 January to 14 February!


Therefore, Russian dates can be a little confusing before 1918 – some historians use the old dates and others the new dates, so the February Revolution is also called the March Revolution, and similarly the October Revolution is also known as the November Revolution.
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Events in Petrograd, February 1917


Discontent in Petrograd reached new levels towards the end of February 1917 as each day brought more strikes and more people demonstrating on the streets:




	
●  On 18 February workers at the Putilov steelworks went on strike. Other industrial workers decided to join them.


	
●  On 19 February the government (which most took to mean the Tsarina) ordered bread to be rationed in the city from 1 March. There was widespread panic.


	
●  On 22 February around 40,000 strikers led by those from the Putilov steelworks took to the streets of Petrograd.


	
●  On 23 February, International Women’s Day, tens of thousands of women, protesting about food and fuel shortages, took to the streets. They were joined by the Putilov strikers and the women persuaded many others to join them.


	
●  As more strikes broke out in the city, more factories were occupied by workers, bringing production to a complete standstill. On 24 February queues for bread turned into riots as people were so desperate for food.





By 25 February the whole of Petrograd was on strike and the city was brought to a complete standstill with nobody to run public transport, shops or factories. The Tsarina did little to deal with the situation and the Tsar was far away with the army.
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FIGURE 8


Peasant risings and strikes, 1914–17. Note the number of strikes in January and February 1917 exceeds those for the whole of 1916
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SOURCE 9


Women demonstrating on the streets of Petrograd on International Women’s Day, 1917
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The army mutiny, Petrograd, February 1917



On 26 February one regiment from the army garrison in Petrograd was ordered to use force to stop the demonstrations. They went onto the streets where there were again massive protests, and fired into the crowds. Over 40 protesters were shot. However, the protests continued, so more regiments were ordered onto the streets the next day to use whatever force necessary to disband the demonstrations.
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SOURCE 10


Extracts from letters written by Alexandra to her husband, Tsar Nicholas II, on 25 and 26 February 1917


The strikers and rioters in the city are now in a more defiant mood than ever. The disturbances are created by hoodlums. Youngsters and girls are running around shouting they have no bread; they do this just to create some excitement. If the weather were cold they would all probably be staying at home.


… The whole trouble comes from these idlers, well-dressed people, wounded soldiers, high-school girls, etc. who are inciting [encouraging] others.
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SOURCE ANALYSIS


Compare Sources 10 and 11.




	
1  What differences are there in their accounts of the events of 25–27 February?


	
2  Are there any similarities?
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SOURCE 11


Extracts from telegrams to Nicholas II from Michael Rodzianko, president of the Duma, February 1917


26 February The capital is in a state of anarchy. The government is paralysed; the transport service has broken down; the food and fuel supplies are completely disorganised. Discontent is general and on the increase. There is wild shooting in the streets; troops are firing at each other.


27 February The government is powerless to stop the disorders. The troops of the garrison cannot be relied upon. The reserve battalions of the Guard regiments are in the grips of rebellion, their officers are being killed.
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Many soldiers were horrified. They refused to attack their fellow Russians. On 27 February many mutinied and refused their orders to shoot. Some even joined the demonstrators and started voting their own deputies to the Petrograd Soviet! The number of mutineers increased on 28 February. They helped workers gain access to army guns. Petrograd was beginning to resemble a war zone as workers and soldiers battled against police and other soldiers. The revolts had now turned into revolution.
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FOCUS TASK


Why did revolution break out in February 1917?


Sort the causes of the February 2017 Revolution in the spider diagram into the table below. For each cause decide whether it is:




	
●  A long-term reason for revolution that had been happening for some time.


	
●  A short-term or immediate cause of the revolution.


	
●  Both a long-term and short-term reason. In other words, did some long-term causes become more of an issue in February 1917?
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	Cause of revolution

	Long-term cause, short-term cause or both?

	How this factor caused revolution
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The abdication of the Tsar



On 27 February the Petrograd Soviet met for the first time since 1905. They met in the Tauride Palace – where the Duma also met. Meanwhile the Progressive Bloc members of the Duma, which had refused an order from the Tsar to disband on 26 February, formed into the Provisional Committee.


Finally, on 28 February the Tsar realised that he needed to return to Petrograd to try to regain control of the city. His train was stopped by railway workers and mutinous soldiers nearly 200 miles away from Petrograd. Some of his advisers suggested political reform but the Tsar refused to give up any of his power. Instead, he ordered General Ivanov to take troops to Petrograd to restore order. They never arrived. More troops mutinied and army leaders were worried that the whole army would follow, after hearing on 1 March that soldiers had mutinied in Moscow and sailors had mutinied in the naval base at Kronstadt. On the same day, the Petrograd Soviet issued Order Number 1. This effectively stated that the army would only obey the Provisional Committee and the Petrograd Soviet. The Tsar had no hope of regaining control without military support.


On 2 March senior army commanders and members of the Provisional Committee met with the Tsar. The Provisional Committee declared that it was the Provisional Government of Russia. The Tsar agreed to abdicate. He wanted his brother Michael to replace him until his son was old enough to rule. However, news of another Tsar angered many in Petrograd. In any case, Michael refused: Russia had finished with Tsars.
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SOURCE 12


A telegram sent from Nicholas II to Michael Rodzianko, president of the Duma, on 1 March 1917. The next day members of the Provisional Committee arrived to negotiate the terms of his abdication


There is no sacrifice that I would not be willing to make for the welfare and salvation of Mother Russia. Therefore I am ready to abdicate in favour of my son, under the regency of my brother Mikhail Alexandrovich, with the understanding that my son is to remain with me until he becomes of age.
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FOCUS TASK


In 1905 and 1917 the Tsar faced major revolutions. Why was he not able to survive in 1917 when he had survived in 1905?
Here is a list of reasons why the Tsar did not survive in 1917:




	
●  A Provisional Government was ready to take over leadership


	
●  The mutiny of the armed forces


	
●  The military failures and huge losses of the First World War


	
●  Industrial unrest and strikes


	
●  Shortages of food, fuel and goods


	
●  The ‘leadership’ of the Tsarina and Rasputin


	
●  People from all ‘classes’, including some aristocrats, middle classes and army officers, calling for the Tsar to step down.







	
1  For each of these reasons, write one or two sentences explaining how it contributed to the fall of the Tsar.


	
2  Draw lines between any of the factors that seem to be connected. Label your line explaining what the link is.


	
3  Which of these factors were also present in 1905? Were these same factors more or less serious than in 1905?


	
4  Which factors were not present in 1905? Were these new factors decisive in making the March 1917 Revolution successful?
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Setting up of the Provisional Government


News that the Tsars had gone for good drove many on to the streets in celebration! However, it was not clear who was now in charge. The Provisional Committee had declared itself the Provisional Government. It had strong support among land owners, army officers and business owners throughout Russia. In contrast, the Petrograd Soviet held more power in Petrograd and soviets were being established all over the country. It had the support of the workers and, essentially, most soldiers. The Petrograd Soviet waited to see what the Provisional Government would do.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
4  What different groups of people took part in street protests against the Tsar in February 1917?


	
5  What was the role of the army in the fall of the Tsar?


	
6  Which naval based mutinied in February/March 1917?
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All members of the Provisional Government had been elected to the last Duma. Most were members of the Progressive Bloc. Most were Octobrists or Kadets, with some Social Revolutionaries. Others did not belong to a political party. This included Prince Georgy Lvov, an aristocrat, who became Prime Minister. Paul Miliukov, leader of the Kadets, became Foreign Minister. Justice Minister was Alexander Kerensky, an SR, who was also a member of the Petrograd Soviet. It was hoped that by including people of different parties, different groups in Russia would be fairly represented.


Many people, including the Petrograd Soviet, were encouraged by the first actions of the Provisional Government.




	
●  Elections would be held for a permanent government as soon as possible – every person over the age of 20 would have the right to vote in a secret ballot.


	
●  Local elections for local governments would also be held.


	
●  Freedom of speech was allowed and censorship of the press was abolished.


	
●  The police force and the Okhrana were disbanded. Elections would be held for local people to elect members of militia to deal with law and order.


	
●  All political prisoners, whatever their views, were released from prison or allowed to return from exile.


	
●  Trade unions and strikes were allowed.


	
●  Workers could not be forced to work for more than eight hours a day.


	
●  Discrimination because of race, gender or religious belief was made illegal.





Virtually no other country in the world had such liberal rules! This helped win support for the Provisional Government in its first few weeks. However, the new regime would need all the support it could get to help address people’s discontent and resolve Russia’s problems, especially food shortages. Moreover, Russia was still in the middle of war against Germany.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
7  Which people were most likely to support the Provisional Government?


	
8  Which people were most likely to support the Petrograd Soviet?
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ACTIVITY


Look back at the Activity on page 9 to help you decide what a ‘feature’ is.




	
1  List features of the early actions of the Provisional Government.


	
2  Select two of these features and describe them by giving some details about them.
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Chapter summary




	
•  The First World War had huge effects on Russia. Military defeats were blamed on the Tsar’s poor leadership. The costs of the war were met by prioritising the needs of the army, which led to shortages for civilians.


	
•  Rasputin’s influence over the Tsar and particularly the Tsarina led more people to question the Tsar’s judgement and ability to rule.


	
•  Strikes and huge demonstrations in Petrograd brought the city to a standstill in February 1917. This turned to revolution when soldiers mutinied and joined workers to attack other soldiers and the police.


	
•  As the Petrograd Soviet took control of the armed forces, the Provisional Committee prepared to take over government. The Tsar abdicated on 2 March 2017.


	
•  The Provisional Government was welcomed by many and promised liberal rules and more power to the people.
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Key words


Make sure you know what these terms mean and are able to define them.




	
•  Progressive Bloc


	
•  requisitioned
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1.3 Provisional Government and the Bolshevik Revolution
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FOCUS


The February Revolution ended with power in Russia being shared between the Provisional Government and the Petrograd Soviet. The government had several weaknesses and made some mistakes which weakened it further, while the Petrograd Soviet was gradually taken over until most members were Bolsheviks. With the inspiration of Lenin and the careful planning of Trotsky, in October the Bolsheviks seized power in a second revolution.


In the focus task you will decide whether you agree with an interpretation that Lenin played a more important role than Trotsky in the Bolshevik takeover.
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Weaknesses and mistakes of the Provisional Government


The Provisional Government that took power in March 1917 after the abdication of the Tsar was faced with enormous challenges. Central to these were what should be done about:




	
●  the war


	
●  ownership of land


	
●  feeding the people (especially in the cities).





How it handled these issues would help determine whether it succeeded or failed. However, from the start, the Provisional Government had several weaknesses which would make its job harder. It would also make several mistakes which weakened it further.
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SOURCE 1


A letter from Guchkov, minister for war in the Provisional Government, to General Alekseyev, 22 March 1917


The Provisional Government possesses no real power and its orders are executed only in so far as this is permitted by the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies [the Petrograd Soviet], which holds in its hands the most important elements of actual power, such as troops, railroads, postal and telegraph service. 
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SOURCE ANALYSIS


Why does Source 1 say that real power lay with the Petrograd Soviet rather than the Provisional Government?
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Weaknesses of the Provisional Government


Members of the Provisional Government had been elected to the previous Duma under the Tsar; it had not been elected to rule by itself. This meant that people had not voted for its policies or the direction that it wanted Russia to take. This made it harder for people to support its decisions. The membership of the Provisional Government was also a problem. Although it included members of many different political parties (see Factfile on page 28), it was dominated by the middle classes and some aristocrats. There were few members who really represented Russia’s peasants or working classes – the majority of the population.


However, the Provisional Government’s main weakness was that it did not have as much power as a normal government. Many Russians, especially the industrial workers and many in the army and navy, regarded the Petrograd Soviet as the body which truly represented them. And it was the Petrograd Soviet which had control over key industries and infrastructure in the country, such as the railways. In reality, this meant that the Provisional Government shared power with the Petrograd Soviet. Historians refer to this situation as ‘dual power’.


Perhaps most importantly the Provisional Government did not have total control over the military. The Petrograd Soviet’s ‘Order Number 1’ meant that soldiers and sailors would only obey orders from the Provisional Government if the Petrograd Soviet agreed with those orders (see Source 5, page 30). In a time of peace this may have been less of a problem, but Russia was in the middle of fighting the First World War.








Mistakes of the Provisional Government



One of the strengths of the Provisional Government, and the reason why it was largely supported to begin with, was that it allowed freedom of speech and freedom for any group to meet. This showed that it was a modern, democratic government. However, this also turned out to be a major mistake because it allowed critics of the government to point out its weaknesses and mistakes. It also meant that opposition groups could gather freely to organise themselves. This was particularly exploited by the Bolsheviks (see page 31).


‘Provisional’ means ‘temporary’ – the Provisional Government was only supposed to govern Russia until elections could take place for a proper, permanent Constituent Assembly. It was expected that these elections would take place within six months. However, the Provisional Government decided to delay these elections because of the other problems Russia was facing. This was another mistake because it frustrated people and was used by opponents to claim that elections were never going to happen.


There were two major policy decisions which can also be seen as mistakes.




	
●  First, the Provisional Government decided to continue Russia’s involvement in the war. This was because it did not want to let its allies down (Source 3) and it was dependent on loans from France which it was using to solve other problems, such as paying war pensions. It also hoped that if it could help turn the tide of the war this would help the government win more support. However, most Russians wanted the war to stop as soon as possible.


	
●  Second, the Provisional Government put off starting land reform. It said that this would be part of the decisions and actions of the Constituent Assembly when this began. This frustrated and angered many peasants and led them to start taking land anyway. This caused disorder and made the Provisional Government look weak.





These weaknesses and mistakes would play a part in the downfall of the Provisional Government in October 1917.
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SOURCE 2


The first meeting of the Provisional Government in Petrograd
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SOURCE 3


A Provisional Government minister explains why Russia should stay in the war, 1917


The Provisional Government should do nothing now which would break our ties with the allies. The worst thing that could happen to us would be separate peace. It would be ruinous for the Russian revolution, ruinous for international democracy …


As to the land question, we regard it as our duty at the present to prepare the ground for a just solution of the problem by the Constituent Assembly. 
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
1  What was the main weakness of the Provisional Government?


	
2  What mistakes were made by the Provisional Government which helped lead to its collapse?
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Factfile


Major political parties in Russia in 1917








	Party

	Beliefs

	Support

	Representation in the Provisional Government










	Kadets

	They wanted Russia to become a parliamentary democracy with full rights for all citizens including minority groups. They also supported laws for improved living and working conditions.

	Their main support came from minorities and middle-class professionals, particularly university professors and lawyers.

	Many ministers in the Provisional Government.






	Progressive Party

	Beliefs fairly similar to the Kadets.

	Moderate middle-class liberals.

	Some ministers.






	Octobrists

	They supported modernisation in Russia such as better education and industrialisation. Also supported the idea of a constitutional monarchy, which was clearly impossible after the Tsar abdicated.

	The party most likely to be supported by the upper classes and businessmen.

	Many ministers.






	Socialist Revolutionary Party

	Demanded that landlords’ estates be divided up between the peasants and improved pay and conditions for workers. Committed to democratic constitution.

	They had the largest amount of popular support with a great deal of support from peasants and many industrial workers.

	Only a few ministers in the Provisional Government.






	Mensheviks

	Communists who believed that ultimately the workers should have complete control of the country and its assets – land, industry, roads, railways, housing. Unlike the Bolsheviks they were prepared to work with other groups to achieve their aim of a communist state.

	They had the support of some industrial workers and middle-class liberals.

	One Menshevik minister.






	Bolsheviks

	Communists like the Mensheviks but they believed that the workers could only take power by a violent revolution which would overthrow the existing rulers.

	Attracted support from similar groups to the Mensheviks but were far less popular in spring 1917.

	No representatives.
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The impact of the Petrograd Soviet



The Petrograd Soviet had around 3000 members by March 1917. Most of these were soldiers and many were revolutionaries. The Soviet comprised:




	
●  Mensheviks – who believed the middle classes (Provisional Government) needed some time in power before Russia would be ready for a socialist revolution


	
●  Bolsheviks – who wanted workers to take power right away


	
●  Social Revolutionaries – who wanted to be part of the promised Constituent Assembly (not least because they expected to win elections to the new assembly).





However, there were far more Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries than Bolsheviks. Until September its chairperson was Nikolay Chkheidze, who was also leader of the Mensheviks. The Petrograd Soviet was therefore quite moderate in the first half of 1917. It decided to support and try to influence the Provisional Government from outside rather than seeking to become part of the government itself. This was partly because it did not want to split the opponents of the Tsar and risk divisions leading to the Tsar’s return. It was also because it seemed to be doing a good job of influencing the Provisional Government so that it took into account what workers, peasants, soldiers and sailors wanted. For example, many of the original decisions made by the Provisional Government (see page 25) were requested by the Soviet.
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Profile


Alexander Kerensky, 1881–1970




	
■  Kerensky was a socialist lawyer who defended revolutionaries in trials.


	
■  He was a member of the Socialist Revolutionary party and in 1912 was elected to the Duma (the Fourth Duma).


	
■  After the February Revolution (1917) he became Minister for Justice in the Provisional Government, the Minister of War and, in July 1917, he became Prime Minister.


	
■  Kerensky was not able to stop the rising popularity of the Bolshevik Party or prevent the Bolshevik Revolution.


	
■  He fled Petrograd during the October Revolution and left Russia in June 1918, living the rest of his life in exile.
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How did the Soviet work?


Meetings of the Soviet were huge and usually chaotic and unruly (see Source 4) but most decisions were taken by the Executive Committee, which was much smaller and met more regularly. Another reason why the Soviet originally supported many of the Provisional Government’s decisions was because Alexander Kerensky was on the Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet as well as being a minister in the Provisional Government.


As members of the Petrograd Soviet ran Russia’s infrastructure such as the railways, postal and telegraph system as well as many key industries and factories, the Soviet had greater power within Petrograd than the Provisional Government. This power was extended by its control over the military (see the extract from Order Number 1 in Source 5). In addition, the Petrograd Soviet had its own armed militia – the Red Guard. These were workers who were able to fight and had done so during the February Revolution. There were a few thousand in February but this increased to around 10,000 by July. Significantly, most Red Guards were Bolshevik supporters.


It was apparent that the Petrograd Soviet had much power and was a major factor in the decisions of the Provisional Government. Initially the Soviet was content to play a supporting role but its potential power and influence were obvious to many. Lenin, leader of the Bolsheviks, was aware of the Soviet’s potential. As a result he got more and more Bolsheviks to stand for election to the Soviet. Many were elected and by September 1917 the Petrograd Soviet was under Bolshevik control.
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SOURCE 4


A meeting of the general assembly of the Petrograd Soviet in 1917
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SOURCE ANALYSIS


Compare Source 4 with Source 2 on page 27. What do the images tell you about the different styles of government?
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SOURCE 5


Part of the Petrograd Soviet’s Order Number 1, issued on 1 March 1917


The Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies [the Petrograd Soviet] has resolved:


1. In all companies, battalions, regiments, batteries, squadrons and separate services of various military departments and on board naval ships committees shall be immediately elected.


2. In all units which have not yet elected their representatives to the Soviet of Workers’ Deputies, one representative from each company shall be elected.


3. In all their political actions, units are subordinated to the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies and their own committees.


4. All orders issued by the Military Commission of the State Duma shall be carried out, except those which run counter to the orders and decrees issued by the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies.
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SOURCE ANALYSIS




	
1  Read Source 5. What evidence does it contain about the power of the Petrograd Soviet?


	
2  Look back at Source 1 on page 26. How does evidence within this source support the evidence in Source 5 about the power of the Petrograd Soviet?
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ACTIVITY




	
1  Four of the following eight statements are NOT features of the Petrograd Soviet of February–July 1917. Some of these are not features because they are incorrect statements. Others give facts or information relating to the Soviet, but are not features of it. Decide which are not features and why.



	
a)  It met for the first time in 1917 on 27 February.


	
b)  It had its own armed militia known as the Red Guard.


	
c)  Lenin wanted the Bolsheviks to take over the Petrograd Soviet.


	
d)  Alexander Kerensky led the Petrograd Soviet and Provisional Government.


	
e)  It controlled key industries such as the railways and many factories.


	
f)  Most members were Mensheviks or Social Revolutionaries.


	
g)  It controlled the Russian armed forces.


	
h)  It was not elected.







	
2  Describe two features of the Petrograd Soviet in February–July 1917.
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The activities of Lenin and the Bolsheviks



When the February Revolution of 1917 took place, Lenin had been in exile for over ten years. When he heard about the revolution he immediately returned to Russia from Switzerland. The Germans even provided him with a special train, hoping that he might cause more chaos in Russia!
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SOURCE 6


A Menshevik author, writing in summer 1917


The Bolshevik speaker would ask the crowd ‘Do you need more land?’


‘Do you have as much land as the landlords do?’


‘But will the Kerensky government give you land? No, never. It protects the interests of the landlords. Only our party, the Bolsheviks, will immediately give you land…’


Several times I tried to take the floor and explain that the Bolsheviks make promises which they can never fulfil. I used figures from farming statistics to prove my point; but I saw that the crowded square was unsuitable for this kind of discussion.
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SOURCE ANALYSIS


What can you learn from Source 6 about how the Bolsheviks won support during the summer of 1917?
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The April Theses


When Lenin arrived at Petrograd station on 3 April 1917, he was met by a crowd and delivered an impressive speech summarising his views. The next day he published his clear and radical programme for the Bolshevik Party, known as the April Theses:




	
●  He condemned Russia’s involvement in the First World War and said it should withdraw its troops as soon as possible.


	
●  He condemned the Provisional Government and urged the people to support the Bolsheviks in a second revolution.


	
●  He called for land to be taken from the large landowners and given to the peasants to use for everyone’s benefit.


	
●  He called for all state power – branches of government, the police and the civil service – to be given to the Soviets.


	
●  He called for all industry to be put under the control of the Soviets and for the banks to be combined into one bank run by the state.
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SOURCE 7


A painting (made some time afterwards) of Lenin arriving at Petrograd railway station returning from exile in April 1917. It was made by the artist Mikhail Sokolov, an opponent of the Tsarist regime
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Lenin’s slogans ‘Peace, Land and Bread’ and ‘All power to the soviets’ contrasted sharply with the cautious message of the Provisional Government. Support for the Bolshevik Party increased quickly (see Figure 8) though it was still much smaller than the other parties.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK




	
3  What were the April Theses?


	
4  Which two slogans did Lenin choose to sum up Bolshevik policies?
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Profile


Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, 1870–1924




	
■  Born in 1870 into a respectable Russian family.


	
■  It is thought he was radicalised aged 17, after his brother was executed for an attempted assassination attempt on Tsar Alexander II.


	
■  Thrown out of Kazan University for his political ideas and then exiled to Siberia, 1897–1900.


	
■  Between 1900 and 1903 Lenin lived in various countries writing the Marxist newspaper Iskra (‘The Spark’).


	
■  Became leader of the Bolsheviks from 1903, then lived in exile in Switzerland after the 1905 Revolution until returning to Russia in April 1917.


	
■  While Marx had said that a peasant country like Russia was not ready for a socialist revolution, Lenin argued that Russia could become socialist if a revolutionary party, such as the Bolsheviks, seized power in the name of the workers and peasants.


	
■  Led the Bolsheviks to power in November 1917 and became leader of Russia.


	
■  Died in 1924.
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The growth of the Bolsheviks



Bolshevik support continued to grow due to the promotion of Lenin’s April Theses and his work behind the scenes. The Bolshevik message was also spread across Russia by Leon Trotsky’s brilliant speeches promoting their ideas and over 40 Bolshevik newspapers (financed with money from Germany). As Party membership grew (see Figure 8) so did the number of Bolsheviks elected to Soviets and Bolshevik-leaning Red Guards to support the Petrograd Soviet. There were an estimated 10,000 Red Guards by July 1917.


Meanwhile, the Provisional Government was in trouble. Kerensky became Minister for War and then launched the June Offensive – an attack on German and Austrian forces. He thought this would bring success and popularity for the government. Instead it brought disaster! The army began to fall apart and desertions massively increased (see Source 9). Many of these soldiers were revolutionaries.
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FIGURE 8


Growth of Bolshevik support, 1917
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SOURCE 9


A Russian officer reporting back to the Provisional Government, 1917


A sudden and disastrous change has occurred in the attitude of the troops … Authority and obedience no longer exist … for hundreds of miles one can see deserters, armed and unarmed, in good health and in high spirits, certain they will not be punished.
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The July Days


From 3 to 7 July 1917 there was a spontaneous demonstration in Petrograd. Thousands of workers and soldiers took to the streets with banners demanding that power go to the soviets. This became known as the July Days.


The demonstrators called on the Soviets and the Bolshevik Party to help them. However, the Petrograd Soviet did not support the demonstration. It believed the Bolsheviks started the July Days and did not want to increase Bolshevik popularity by supporting it. Without any leadership or organisation, the demonstration was easily broken up by government troops, partly due to a thunderstorm.


After the July Days, the Petrograd Soviet worked with the Provisional Government to try to crush the Bolshevik Party. Kerensky produced evidence that Lenin was being helped by Germany. Troops were sent to arrest Bolshevik leaders: Lenin fled in disguise to Finland; 1000 Bolsheviks were arrested and put in prison, including Trotsky; others went into hiding. It appeared that the Bolshevik Party was over.
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