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Getting the most from this book



This Need to Know guide is designed to help you throughout your course as a companion to your learning and a revision aid in the months or weeks leading up to the final exams.


The following features in each section will help you get the most from the book.
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You need to know


Each topic begins with a list summarising what you ‘need to know’ in this topic for the exam.
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Key terms


Definitions of highlighted terms in the text to make sure you know the essential terminology for your subject.
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Exam tips


Key knowledge you need to demonstrate in the exam, tips on exam technique, common misconceptions to avoid and important things to remember.
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Synoptic links


Reminders of how knowledge and skills from different topics in your Higher course relate to one another.
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Do you know?


Questions at the end of each topic to test you on some of its key points. Check your answers here: hoddereducation.co.uk/needtoknow/answers
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End of section questions


Questions at the end of each main section of the book to test your knowledge of the specification area covered. Check your answers here: hoddereducation.co.uk/needtoknow/answers
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1 Democracy in Scotland and the UK



1.1 Governance of Scotland
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You need to know




•  what democracy means


•  about the possible alternatives for the governance of Scotland, including pre-devolution arrangements, devo max, fiscal responsibility, a fully federalised system and/or independence
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A democracy is a system of government by the whole population or all eligible members of a state, typically through elected representatives.
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Key term


Democracy ‘Rule by the people’; the idea that the people should have a say and be able to influence what happens and what is decided.
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Extensions of devolved powers


Devo max





•  Devo max or maximum devolution would allow the Scottish Parliament power over most reserved matters, except defence and foreign affairs.



•  Fiscal responsibility:








•  Devolution of all tax and spending decisions would go to Scotland.



•  Scotland would be responsible for raising the money to fund its own spending through its own tax-raising.



•  The Scottish Government would be responsible for balancing its budget.



•  Fiscal responsibility would mean that the Scottish Government would have to set up a Scottish treasury and its own inland revenue system in order to collect taxes and pay for the services still reserved and provided by the UK Government (for example, defence and foreign affairs).





A fully federalised system





•  Each country of the UK (Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and England) would have more powers and responsibility for its own affairs.



•  Each country would remain part of the UK without breaking up the union.



•  Note that at the moment, there is controversy around the fact that Scottish MPs can vote in Westminster on reserved matters but English MPs cannot vote on devolved matters. This means Scottish MPs could influence controversial votes in Westminster even though the matter would not affect their constituents.
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Exam tip


Make sure you are able to distinguish between devo max, fiscal responsibility and a fully federalised system, because they are alternative extensions of devolved powers.
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Independence





•  Scotland would become an independent country and no longer be a part of the UK.



•  Scotland would govern itself with full control of its own affairs without interference from the UK.





The devolved settlement implemented in 1999





•  The Scotland Act defines the powers devolved to Scotland and those reserved by the UK Government.



•  Areas of dispute and conflict between the Scottish and UK Governments include:








•  calls for additional power



•  policy differences



•  unclear areas of responsibilities







Examples include student tuition fees and paying for elderly care.
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Exam tip


In the exam, you must be able to describe the alternatives for the governance of Scotland and analyse/evaluate the arguments for and against them.
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Devolved and reserved powers





•  The Scottish Parliament has the power to introduce new laws on many issues. These are known as devolved matters.



•  The UK Parliament has retained the responsibility for other issues. These are known as reserved matters.









	Devolved powers (Scottish Government)

	Reserved powers (UK Government)






	Agriculture, forestry and fisheries

Education and training


Environment


Health and social services


Housing


Law and order


Local government


Sport and the arts


Some forms of taxation


Many forms of transport



	Benefits and social security

Broadcasting


Constitution


Defence


Employment


Equal opportunities


Foreign policy


Immigration


Trade and industry
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Do you know?





1  What are the possible alternatives for the governance of Scotland?



2  What is meant by ‘devolved powers’?



3  What is meant by ‘reserved powers’?



4  What are the areas of dispute and conflict between the Scottish and UK Governments?
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1.2 The UK’s decision to leave the EU
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You need to know




•  to what extent leaving the European Union will have positive implications for the UK


•  how to analyse the potential impact of leaving the European Union








Voting patterns in the 2016 EU referendum






	Voted to leave

	Voted to remain






	UK (51.9%)

England (53.4%)


Wales (52.5%)



	Scotland (62%)

Northern Ireland (55.8%)
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Exam tip


In answering exam questions regarding the impact of Brexit, you can refer to issues affecting Scotland or the UK or both in your response.
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Areas of dispute between Brexiteers and Remainers



The following table summarises some of the different views between Brexiteers and Remainers.
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Key terms


Brexiteer Someone who wants the UK to leave the EU.


Remainer Someone who wants the UK to remain a part of the EU.
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	Issue

	Brexiteer view

	Remainer view






	Membership fee

	Leaving the EU would result in an immediate cost saving, as the country would no longer contribute to the EU budget

	The UK has pledged to keep paying billions of pounds into the EU budget for years to come






	Trade

	The UK would be free to establish its own trade agreements

	Outside the EU, the UK would lose tariff-free trade with its neighbours and reduce its negotiating power with the rest of the world






	Investment

	Investment will continue unaffected because Britain has a large trade deficit with the EU. It is in Europe’s interest to find a compromise and so a deal to allow continued tariff-free trading will be secured even if the UK leaves the single market

	The UK’s attraction to investors and its status as one of the world’s biggest financial centres would be diminished if it was no longer seen as a gateway to the EU for the likes of US banks. Also, financial firms based in the UK would lose the right to tariff-free trading across the EU






	Sovereignty

	
EU institutions have taken sovereign power from the UK Parliament


Leaving the EU will allow the UK to re-establish itself as a truly independent nation with connections to the rest of the world



	
EU membership involves a beneficial trade of sovereignty for influence, e.g. in return for agreeing to abide by EU rules, the UK has a seat around the negotiating table and a louder voice on the world stage


UK sovereignty is not secured out of the EU, in fact the UK Government will still be bound by membership of NATO, the UN, the WTO and various treaties and agreements with other nations but will be giving up its influence in Europe








	Immigration

	Immigration should be cut and Britain should take control of its borders

	While current immigration has led to some difficulties with housing and service provision, the net effect has been positive






	Jobs

	Less immigration will mean more jobs for the people who remain

	Many jobs will be lost and trade and investment will fall






	Security

	The UK’s defences will become severely weakened by staying in because the open border does not allow Britain to check and control people, making it harder to prevent terrorist attacks

	Leaving the EU will be seriously detrimental for Britain’s security because the EU was an important part of Britain’s security, exchanging data and working together on counterterrorism
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Key terms


Sovereignty The power and authority of a state to govern itself.


NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization.


WTO World Trade Organization.
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Theresa May’s Brexit deal






•  Brexiteers argue that the prime minister’s current deal binds the UK too closely to the EU.



•  Remainers argue that it creates obstacles and barriers to trade and threatens future relationships.



•  Both Brexiteers and Remainers oppose a ‘backstop’ agreement because it would treat countries within the UK differently, keeping the UK within a customs union to ensure an open border between the Republic of Ireland (a member of the EU) and Northern Ireland (a part of the UK).





Brexit alternatives


Norway-plus deal with the EU





•  This would be similar to what currently happens in Norway, which is not an EU member but is part of the European Economic Area.



•  This model would allow the UK to remain a part of the single market, with goods, services and people continuing to move within freely and reducing perceived disruptions to the economy.





Canada-style trade arrangement





•  This arrangement is similar to the model in Canada.



•  It would mean access to, but not membership of, the single market.





Summary





•  Brexiteers argue it would be in the interests of other European countries to re-establish free trade with the UK.



•  Remainers argue that the EU will want to make life hard for Britain in order to discourage other countries from wanting to leave, so the UK will be forced to compromise on any deal.
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Do you know?





1  Which countries voted to leave and which voted to remain in the 2016 EU referendum?



2  How did Scotland vote in the 2016 EU referendum?



3  List three areas of dispute between Brexiteers and Remainers.



4  What are two alternatives to Brexit?
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1.3 Holding government to account




[image: ]


You need to know




•  how to evaluate the effectiveness of parliament in holding the government to account
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Holding government to account
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Influences on effectiveness


The following can impact on the effectiveness of parliament in holding the government to account:





•  type of government: minority, majority or coalition



•  size of government (majority/minority)



•  party and backbench loyalty



•  whip system






Methods and their effectiveness







	Method

	Effective because …

	Ineffective because …






	Questions

	Answers must be given

Forces PM/FM and ministers to be accountable



	MPs and MSPs can be reluctant to criticise own party members






	
Committees

Westminster and Scottish Parliament committees


Westminster select committees work in both houses and scrutinise government policy


Scottish Parliament committees scrutinise the work of the Scottish government



	The House of Commons has departmental select committees that ‘shadow’ government departments

They expose inadequacies and can influence policies and effectively criticise government


The executive cannot influence membership of select committees and chairs are chosen by backbench MPs


Chairs are paid an extra salary, allowing them to be more independent


Committees often agree across party divisions and frequently produce critical reports


Committees have the power to question ministers on all aspects of the policies of the government. Ministers must answer the questions asked



	Party loyalty

Amendments proposed by committees are rarely accepted


Committees have few resources and little time to be effective


Select committees cannot enforce their recommendations and have no control over legislation








	Relationship and balance of power between legislative and executive bodies

	Fusion of powers

Size of majority


Strength of opposition


PM or FM popularity



	‘Majority government’ means the majority of MPs and MSPs belong to the governing party and are more likely to support rather than to criticise






	Public petition system and evidence taking in the Scottish Parliament

	The public can influence the work and legislation of the Scottish Parliament through the public petition system and evidence taking

	Most petitioners are older, well-off, white men with a degree, which is not reflective of the general public
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Key terms


Committee Small group of representatives from different parties who consider specific issues and report back to the government with recommendations.


Scrutinise Examine closely.


Backbench MP Any MP or member of the House of Lords who is not a government MP or shadow government MP. In the House of Commons, backbench MPs sit in the benches at the back and behind their party’s spokespeople (who are called frontbenchers).
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Exam tip


Parliamentary representatives include MPs, peers and MSPs. In the exam you can refer to representatives in either Scotland or the UK or both Scotland and the UK.
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Importance of committees to the democratic process





•  Parliamentary select committees are important to the democratic process because of their ability to call high-profile witnesses to committee hearings.



•  This is vital as it allows MPs and peers to hold government ministers and officials to account, as well as gathering evidence from experts and stakeholders outside government.



•  Select committees are important to the democratic process because they can:








•  hold elected representatives, public officials and business people to account. For example, Greg Dyke (the director-general of the BBC) and Rupert Murdoch (the owner of News International) have appeared before committees.



•  provide legitimacy. Since hearings are conducted in a public forum, government ministers who appear before a select committee are able to account for their actions in this public forum and government is therefore seen as more open and democratic.



•  expose evidence. Because committees can gain access to people, documents and records along with statements and testimonies, it is very difficult to conceal information.



•  raise the profile of issues. Since the work of committees is routinely reported in the media, their role is seen as increasingly important to the democratic process.



•  allow involvement and participation of the general public. The general public can get involved and participate by having their voice heard in advance of an inquiry through each committee’s online forum.



•  allow the formation of democratic political consensus. The findings of a committee can result in cross-party attempts to introduce legislation.



•  change government policy. It is estimated that approximately 40 per cent of committee recommendations are accepted by government, thereby increasing the democratic process.





Table 1.1 Examples of UK Government committees






	Committee

	Effective because …

	Ineffective because …






	Public Accounts Committee

	Chaired by a member of the opposition

Examines all government expenditure


High level of independence



	Cannot enforce its recommendations






	Liaison Committee

	Contains all the key committee chairs

Calls the prime minister to account



	Only meets twice a year







Scottish Parliament committees that scrutinise the work of the Scottish Government are of similar importance to the democratic process. They can:





•  scrutinise the work of the Scottish Government



•  consider and comment on legislative proposals



•  conduct inquiries and publish reports



•  introduce committee bills





Table 1.2 Examples of Scottish Parliament committees






	Scottish Parliament committees






	Mandatory committees

	


•  Equal Opportunities



•  European and External Relations



•  Finance



•  Public Audit



•  Public Petitions



•  Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments
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