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How did you 


find me?


I could smell you 


long before I 


could see you! 


Let’s find the 


others.


That’s not 


chocolate sauce! 


It’s gone solid.


The cold ice cream 


has made the hot 


sauce freeze. It’s 


yummy! 
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The world is made up of many kinds of matter. 


Matter has three main states: solid like a rock, 


liquid like water and gas like the air. 


These states of matter are not fixed. By adding heat, a solid will melt 


into a liquid. By adding even more heat, a liquid boils into a gas. (Another 


word for changing into a gas is evaporating.) These changes can all 


happen the other way. By making a gas colder it condenses into a liquid, 


and the liquid freezes into a solid. 


STATES OF MATTERSTATES OF MATTER



Water 


Changes of state we are most used to seeing involve water. 


Solid water is ice. It melts into water, and then evaporates 


into water vapour or steam.


Ahhh, room 


temperature 


— my comfort 


zone!


I’m not angry, 


I’m just boiling!


 I used to be chill 


— now I’m actually 


frozen!


melting


evaporating


condensingfreezing


solid


liquid


gas
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Atoms 


All matter is made of atoms, which are too 


small to see. Clusters of atoms are called 


molecules. Changes of state happen when 


these atoms and molecules rearrange. In 


solids, the molecules are packed together. 


As a liquid, they can slide around each other. 


In a gas, the molecules are all separate  



from each other.


Temperature 


How hot something is is measured as 


temperature. The main temperature 


system is the Celsius scale (°C). 


This scale is based on the way water 


freezes and boils. Fahrenheit is an 


older temperature scale. This chart 
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