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Introduction
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We can only guess how a human and a dog first developed a lasting relationship over 10,000 years ago. No one knows for sure, but it’s very likely that some orphaned wolf pups were taken in and raised by a prehistoric human tribe. A bond formed, and the two species became loyal companions. From that distant time until today, something wonderful happens when that bond of mutual trust and love develops.


To the Parent:


Kids and puppies go together like bread and butter. Both have lots of love to share, and they will teach each other many things. Caring for a dog can be a remarkable learning and loving experience.


The decision to add a puppy or a dog to your child’s life should be made by the whole family. Both the child and the family must be willing to accept a 10- to 15-year commitment to the care and well-being of the dog.


First and foremost, the dog should be welcomed as another member of the family. Like people, dogs are social creatures and cannot thrive in isolation. To be his best, a dog needs to be treated with kindness and respect. You should be available to guide your child when needed and to oversee your child’s treatment and training of the puppy or dog.


Caring and Learning


Caring for a puppy or dog is a wonderful opportunity for a child to learn to be responsible. However, the dog’s health and well-being should never be compromised in order to teach a lesson in responsibility.



To the Child:


You probably already know deep in your heart that you really want a dog of your own. But there are some things you should think about before you make the final decision.


With the pleasure a dog can bring come duties and responsibilities. If you are 10 years old, the puppy you get now will grow up into a dog that may be around after you have graduated from both high school and college. For all of those years your dog will rely upon you for food, shelter, health care, and companionship.


Because a dog is a natural follower, he will look to you for direction. It will be up to you to train him and teach him what he needs to know. You must be patient and understanding while your puppy or dog is learning what you want of him. You must be kind and fair if he does something wrong. Usually, a puppy makes a mistake because he doesn’t understand what he’s supposed to do.


A dog is an intelligent creature with real feelings and definite emotional needs. He can feel happy or sad, afraid or brave, confident or confused. The way you treat and train your dog will have a large impact on how he will develop physically and emotionally. The puppy can grow up to be a happy and a pleasant member of your family and community. He can also grow up to be a spoiled brat — even neurotic — displaying habits that no one enjoys. The outcome is up to you. You must choose the type of dog that is best suited to your lifestyle. You must teach him, care for him, love him, and play with him. I am going to show you how to do that.
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A dog is a great friend.


About “He” and “She”


In this book, “he” or “him” is used to refer to a dog, unless something specific to female dogs is being discussed. However, the information in the book is true for both male and female dogs.





CHAPTER 1
Choosing the Best Dog for You
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Here are some things to think about before you make the final decision to get a dog:


■ A cute little puppy will grow up into a dog that can live 15 years or more.


■ A dog costs money — the purchase price, food, neutering, housing, health care, toys, training equipment, boarding, and even training.


■ You must provide your dog with fresh water and nutritious food every day.


■ You must provide a safe, comfortable place for your dog to live.


■ You must walk an apartment dog at least twice a day.


■ You must be sure a house dog has access to a protected area outside, or you must walk him at least twice a day.


■ Your must give your dog exercise, play, and lots of love and affection.


■ You must be willing to discipline your dog firmly and fairly when necessary.


Neutering. A surgical procedure that makes an animal unable to breed.
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Love and good care will help a dog live to a ripe old age.


■ You must clean up after your dog, no matter where he relieves himself.


■ You must check your dog every day to be certain he’s healthy.


■ You must brush, comb, and bathe your dog, and trim his nails regularly.


■ You must teach him everything he needs to know to be a good citizen.


■ You must socialize him with your friends and other dogs.


■ You will be responsible if your dog causes problems for anyone or damages anything.


■ You must have a good health program for your dog, including vaccinations, flea control, and de-worming.


■ You must abide by all laws and rules of your state, county, city, subdivision, or apartment concerning dog ownership.


■ You must be willing to neuter your dog.


Your Lifestyle and Your Dog


If you are still sure that you really want to add a dog to your life, there are certain things you need to think about before you choose your dog. The answers to the following questions will help you find the dog that’s right for you.


1. How active are you and what do you enjoy doing in your free time? Do you like to run, swim, bike, hike, or play ball? Do you spend your spare time reading, watching TV, playing chess or video games, surfing the Internet?


2. Do you live in the country, a suburb, or a city? Do you live in a house or apartment? Will the dog live inside your home or have a place of his own outside?


3. What ages are the other members of your family? Are there any babies or very young children? Are there any physically challenged people in the family? Are they all okay with the idea of your having a dog?


4. Do you have other family pets?


5. Do other dogs live nearby? Do the neighbors keep their dogs under control?


6. Do you want to participate in events with your dog, such as obedience, carting, or tracking?


7. Do you have the extra time to groom a long-haired dog, or would a short-coated breed be a better choice?


8. How much money do you plan to spend on the purchase of your dog?


What Do Those Dog Terms Mean?


There are many similar terms that refer to a dog’s status in the world of dogs. People are often confused about these words and may accidentally use the wrong one.


Purebred


A purebred dog is one whose parents are both of the same recognized breed — for example, both parents are Collies or both parents are Dalmatians. Some people also use the term thoroughbred (which usually refers to horses) or blue-blood (especially in hounds).
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A purebred dog can make a wonderful companion.



Registered


A registered dog is one that’s purebred and has a record of his birth and his parents’ births kept by an organization specializing in registering dogs. For example, both parents are registered German Shepherds and the litter has been registered with the appropriate kennel club or breed club, the puppies are considered registered.


Pedigreed


A pedigree is a record of a dog’s ancestors, usually written as a family tree. Some breeders furnish a pedigree of their own. A certified pedigree can also be ordered from the kennel or breed club with which the dog is registered. A pedigreed dog is one for which such an ancestry record has been kept. He may or may not be registered.


Mixed Breed


A mixed-breed dog is one whose parents are from more than one recognized breed or from undetermined parentage. For example, his father might be a Labrador Retriever and his mother an Irish Setter, or one or both of his parents themselves might be mixed breeds. Many times no one has any idea what a dog’s ancestors were, because as far back as anyone can remember, they were mixed breeds. Mixed-breed dogs are sometimes called mongrels or mutts.


Kennel or breed club. An organization that maintains pedigrees and other records of dogs that are registered with the club.


Mongrel or mutt. A mixed-breed dog.


[image: image]


A mixed breed can give as much love as a purebred.


Crossbred


A crossbred dog is one whose parents are of two (or more) different breeds, but their mating was planned deliberately by professional breeders to produce a new breed.



Inbred or Linebred


Inbred or linebred dogs are those whose parents are of the same breed and closely related by family kinship. Experienced dog breeders mate such dogs to reinforce particular inherited traits.


Mixed Breed or Pure Breed?


Now that you understand what all of those dog terms mean, you’re ready to make an important decision. Will your new dog be a mixed breed or a pure breed?


Mixed Breeds


A mixed-breed puppy or dog’s parents are not of the same breed. You may not be able to find out what breed or mixture of breeds his parents are. If he’s a puppy, you may have to guess what he will look like as an adult, how large he will get, and what characteristics he may have inherited from his parents. A cute, cuddly little puppy of eight weeks might turn out to weigh 10 pounds — or 100 pounds. He might have an inherited instinct and desire to herd your neighbor’s sheep or chase cars when you aren’t paying attention.


Mixed breeds generally seem to have fewer of the inherited health problems that are common in certain pure breeds. These problems include deafness, early cancer, and hip dysplasia. Mixed breeds probably have fewer inherited health problems because both parents are not the same breed and are less apt to carry the matching problem genes.


Today, there are organizations that allow mixed breeds to compete in nearly all activities available to purebred dogs, with the exception of conformation.
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Some mongrels show the characteristics of several breeds.


How Big Will that Mixed-Breed Puppy Get?


One way to get an idea of whether a puppy will grow up into a large or small dog is to look at his bone structure, especially in his legs and paws. A puppy with a large bone structure and heavy legs and paws will most likely grow up to be much larger and heavier than one of the same age with fine bones and small legs and paws. Some breeds that have a fine bone structure, however, grow up to be very tall; the Greyhound is an example.



Pure Breeds


Purebred dogs were bred by people to have specific characteristics of structure, hair coat, color, size, abilities, and temperament.


The genetic makeup of the dog is easily changed by selective breeding. By choosing particular physical and character traits, and then breeding dogs that have those traits, people have developed purebred dogs that can perform amazing feats.


Dogs have been specially bred to hunt game, track prisoners, pull wagons, guard and defend property and people, herd cattle and sheep, work with police, run races, retrieve or point to game birds, protect livestock, sniff for drugs and other illegal items, dig out badgers, seek out rats, provide companionship, and more.
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Parts of a Dog


With a purebred puppy, you know what he will look like when he grows up, and about how big he will get. If you choose a breed that was developed for a specific trait, remember that your dog will have this trait bred into him also. You might even decide to develop this inherited trait to have more fun with your dog. There’s a national club for nearly every breed of dog, unless it’s very rare. Most of these clubs are ready and happy to give you information on the potential of that particular breed. (See “Helpful Sources,” pages 161–162.)


Breed Groups


Dog breeds are organized into categories or groups based on the breeds’ main traits. If you’re getting a purebred dog, knowing the characteristics of the different groups can help you narrow your choices. The American Kennel Club (AKC) is the most widely recognized kennel club in the United States. There are seven groups of dogs in the AKC system. (See pages 159–160 for a complete listing of breeds by groups.)


Sporting


The dogs in this group were developed to show where game is by pointing, to flush game out from where it’s hiding, or to retrieve game that has been killed. They include all pointers, setters, retrievers, and most spaniels. They are active dogs for active people. They make good companions if you like to hike or bike or have the time to help them spend their boundless energy. These dogs are happiest when they are active.


Many Breeds


Well over 500 breeds of dogs have been developed over the years. Some are now extinct or have been developed into different breeds.
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Sporting group: Chesapeake Bay Retriever


[image: image]


Sporting group: Weimaraner



Non-Sporting


This group includes such breeds as the Bichon Frise, Boston Terrier, Bulldog, Chow Chow, Dalmatian, Schipperke, and Miniature and Standard Poodles. Most of the breeds in this group were originally developed for specific working traits, but became so favored as companion dogs and pets that they are no longer used for their original jobs. The Dalmatian was originally used as a coach dog; it’s now a popular mascot of many fire stations. Bulldogs were once fierce dogs that were used to tease bulls and make them charge. Although they are affectionate companions, bulldogs still have the instincts for which they were bred and may not be good around other animals.
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Non-sporting group: Chinese Shar-Pei
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Non-sporting group: Boston Terrier
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Working group: Alaskan Malamute
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Working group: Great Pyrenees


Working


This group of dogs was bred to work for a living. They can work closely with people and include breeds used for pulling sleds and carts; search and rescue; and guarding people, property, and livestock. Among the Working group are Boxers, Dobermans, Great Danes, Rottweilers, Saint Bernards, Siberian Huskies, and the two larger sizes of Schnauzers. Many of these dogs are large. Properly chosen and trained, they make great family dogs and can become protective of their owners. Some of the breeds can be aggressive to other dogs and people outside the family, however. It’s very important to choose wisely in this and other groups; pick puppies whose parents have even and stable temperaments.


Herding


This group was bred to herd cattle or sheep (and sometimes poultry). It includes the Australian Cattle Dog, Australian Shepherd, Collie, Briard, Puli, German Shepherd, Shetland Sheepdog, Welsh Corgi, and others. The herding instinct is still strong in many individuals in this group; they will try to gather chickens, ducks, and even people into a group.
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Herding group: Collie (rough coat)


[image: image]


Herding group: German Shepherd
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Hound group: Beagle
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Hound group: Whippet


Hound


The dogs in this group were bred as sight or scent hounds. That means they track and follow their game by using their eyes or their noses. They range in size from the Dachshund to the Irish Wolfhound. The two basic types of hounds differ in temperament and physical characteristics. The sight hounds, bred to follow their prey by sight, are streamlined, with long, narrow muzzles. Some sight hounds tend to be aloof to unfamiliar people and are often content with very little attention. Even though many of them are quite large, they do quite well in an apartment or home. Scent hounds live in a world of smells and odors, most of them too irresistible not to be checked out. They often seem oblivious to the rest of the world when they come upon a trail or smell that intrigues them. They have deep baying voices that they use to express their feelings and communicate with each other. This group includes the Beagle, the Basset Hound, and the Bloodhound.


Terrier


This group includes all terriers except those few that are included in the Toy and Non-Sporting groups. Among them are the Airedale, Bedlington, Fox, Kerry Blue, Scottish, and Welsh. Terriers are bundles of limitless energy ready at all times to jump, bounce, and cavort. They are not quiet dogs and need to be trained at an early age to curb this trait. They were bred to be brave and to chase rats and other pests into their ground nests, where they held or killed them. This instinct is still strong in them today. They are also aggressive to other dogs and extremely protective of their property.
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Terrier group: American Staffordshire Terrier
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Terrier group: West Highland Terrier
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Toy group: Miniature Pinscher


Toy


This group includes the small companion-type dogs such as the Chihuahua, Japanese Chin, Maltese, Papillon, Pug, Toy Poodle, and Yorkshire Terrier. There’s even a hairless breed, the Chinese Crested, in this group. Toys are the tiniest of the purebred dogs and very suitable for small living quarters. Some of these breeds are more delicate than dogs in other groups and might not be a good choice for a family with rambunctious children. Some toy dogs are noisy and need to be shown at a young age that this behavior is not desirable in your home. This trait can be a positive one, however, because their alert attitude helps them to be good watchdogs.
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Toy group: Pomeranian


Male or Female?


Another decision you may need to make is whether your new dog will be a male or a female. If you plan to neuter (also called castration) a male or spay a female, it really won’t make much difference whether you pick a male or a female puppy. (See chapter 5, page 89, to find out about spaying and neutering.) If the animal you’re going to adopt is an adult, he or she may have already developed habits peculiar to that sex. Males may hike their legs and urinate anywhere and everywhere. Females may be overly submissive and urinate when they are excited. Neutering or spaying a dog that has already developed these habits might not change the established behavior.


About Males


A male that isn’t neutered will be more apt to “mark” his territory, including inside the house, with urine. He will want to mate with any female that’s in heat within the range of his sense of smell. Unneutered male dogs tend to be roamers. Many don’t tolerate other male dogs very well. Males that have not been neutered can develop serious diseases and injuries to the reproductive tract.


Castration. Removing the testicles of a male dog so that he can’t breed.


Spay. To remove the ovaries and uterus of a female dog so that she can’t breed.


Heat. The time in a female dog’s reproductive cycle when she is ready to mate and become pregnant.



About Females


A female that isn’t spayed will usually come into heat every four to six months. During this time there’s a bloody discharge from her vulva. She will attract male dogs that will try to mate with her. During the beginning and end of her cycle, she may be irritable and not want anyone around her rear. In the few days during the cycle when she’s actually ready for breeding, she will want to mate. If she gets out and finds a male, she will mate.


An unspayed female that isn’t bred may have a false pregnancy. She will exhibit all of the symptoms of a real pregnancy — sometimes even a “pretend” labor. Real pregnancies last about two months, but a false pregnancy can last up to three months. Unspayed females can also develop uterine infections, mammary tumors, and other diseases of the reproductive tract.


Where to Get a Puppy or Dog


Where you get your puppy or dog depends to some extent on whether you want a mixed breed or a pure breed. Puppies and dogs can be obtained from animal shelters, breed rescue organizations, individual breeders, kennels, and pet stores.


You Can Save a Life!


There are many good reasons for adopting from an animal shelter. The shelters try very hard to find homes for all of the animals they receive. But, sadly, they receive many more animals than they can find people to adopt them. Some shelters have a maximum length of time that they can house an animal. If an animal isn’t adopted by the time that period is up, he is euthanized, or “put to sleep.” If you choose a dog or puppy from a shelter, you have actually just saved a life!


Euthanize. To humanely end the life of an animal, usually by giving it an injection.


Animal Shelters


Animal shelters include the Humane Society, Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, city and county pounds, and various other animal protection agencies. Puppies and dogs found at shelters are often mixed breeds that have been donated to that organization because the owners could no longer care for them. Some are strays whose owners cannot be located.


Most shelters have a routine health check for the animals they offer for adoption. This may include immunizations, parasite checks, and treatment. Shelters require that all animals placed for adoption be spayed or neutered. If the animal is too young for the surgery at the time of adoption, shelters require that you have it done by a stated date. Most medium-size and larger cities have clinics that specialize in low-cost neutering.


The price for an adoption from an animal shelter is very low considering all of the work that shelters do. They often have helpful literature for pet owners and may even have free educational programs that you and your parents may attend. Some shelters offer a program that lets kids in the community volunteer to help socialize puppies and kittens. This might be a good chance for you to “try out” a puppy or dog before you take him home. At the same time, you’ll be performing a valuable community service. (See pages 155–157 for more information on volunteering.)
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You will see a variety of purebred and mixed-breed puppies and dogs at an animal shelter.


A large majority of the dogs and puppies at shelters are mixed breeds. You will find some purebred adult dogs, but it’s uncommon for shelters to have purebred puppies for adoption.


An adult dog might seem to be the perfect pet because you know what he looks like as an adult, what size he is, and his personality. You may find an adult dog that has been trained to be obedient, is already house trained, and might even know some tricks. However, an adult dog may have been turned over to a shelter because he has problems that the owners didn’t like, such as nuisance barking, digging, or chasing cars. The dog might have been mistreated, allowed to run wild, or spoiled to the point that he isn’t an enjoyable pet. He might not have had proper health care or nutrition while he was growing up; this may show up as health problems later on. An adult dog might have behaviors that you aren’t experienced enough to deal with or that require training to correct.


Some shelters allow you to bring back a “problem dog” within a certain time period and exchange him for another animal. If you decide on an older dog, ask what your options are if the dog doesn’t work out because of established behavior problems that aren’t suitable for you and your family.


If you decide to adopt from a shelter, a young puppy might be the best choice. You both will be starting out fresh, and the pup won’t have already formed bad habits. If the puppy is a mixed breed, it may be difficult to predict what he will look like as an adult. Size is another thing that can surprise you.


Take Your Time


Be sure to check out all of the shelters in your area before you make a decision. Don’t feel that you have to take a puppy the first time you visit. Shelters get new puppies frequently, so you’ll be able to pick the right dog if you’re patient and take your time.


Breed Rescue Organizations


Single-breed rescue organizations specialize in one breed of dog. Not all of them operate in the same way, because they are individually run and funded. Most of them take in dogs of their specified breed, have them health checked and neutered or spayed, then adopt them out to good homes. If you’re interested in a dog of a particular breed, check with the national club for that breed. (The American Kennel Club has a listing of the national clubs for the breeds it recognizes.) The national club will have a list of rescue organizations for its breed in your area.


Pet Stores


Pet stores buy their puppies from commercial kennels instead of from local breeders. This makes it impossible for you to view the parents. Reputable pet stores give buyers a contract. If you buy a puppy from a pet store, make sure that you get a contract and that you read it carefully to see how you’re protected if the puppy has problems. Some commercial kennels have good breeding practices and produce puppies that make wonderful pets. Others may not be as reliable and may produce puppies with hereditary defects. You need to know your rights if the puppy has a defect, because some defects affect the quality of a dog’s life.
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