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“It is clear that Ryan Romeo is passionate to see people know Jesus and to see the church at the forefront of that movement. With his new book, Ryan looks to motivate local churches across the world toward unity and to rise up, have faith, and reach their communities.”


Chad Veach


Author of Unreasonable Hope


“Ryan Romeo’s heart beats for the LOCAL church. His passion goes so far beyond a platform, an event, or one solitary ministry. He has a passion to see the unification of God’s people globally to support what happens locally.”


Mack Brock


Elevation Worship


“Ryan Romeo shows us love for the church—God’s love for the church. Romeo reminds us that Jesus gave his life for the church. So we, too, are called to love the bride of Christ (since we, too, are the bride of Christ, and self-hate is not healthy). May God rekindle our love for his love. And may God renew the church for his glory.”


Tom Parker


Fuller Theological Seminary


“Ryan Romeo’s love and commitment to the local church should inspire us all. Truly the greatest impact we can have in our city is when we put our selfish ambitions aside and say yes to being part of the body of Christ. Ryan is living proof of that.”


Cody Williams


Director of Development at Jesus Culture


“Ryan and company make a beautiful case for this generation to be romanced by the movement of assembled Christ followers called the local church. OUTCRY declares God’s power and our mission and responsibility as the church under that authority. Find your heart, no matter the condition, wooed into this movement. No wonder his last name is Romeo.”


Eric Samuel Timm


Orator, Artist, Author, Visionary


“God’s plan has always been the local church. Ryan Romeo beautifully illuminates that narrative and deciphers the meaning of who we are and what God is doing through us as his body. I’m so encouraged by this book about the beauty of the local church. Be ready to be challenged and encouraged.”


Jeff Gokee


Executive Director of PHOENIX/ONE


“OUTCRY illuminates the amazing movement of Jesus within the church across the globe! The Holy Spirit has beautifully spoken through Ryan Romeo to give us hope and assurance that the power of God is on the move!”


Gebben Miles


Multiple World Champion Clay Target Shooter and Coach
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FOREWORD


KARI JOBE AND CODY CARNES


One night during the Spring 2016 OUTCRY Tour, I had a dream. In this dream, I was walking around a beautiful, ornate old church with gorgeous architecture. And inside were these long wooden pews filled with people. Inside the building it was actually raining, and the people sitting didn’t seem to notice. As I walked around, I noticed that there were about four inches of water splashing up on my shoes. It was very clean and beautiful water that seemed to be flowing by itself in different directions. The water felt cleansing. It felt light and peaceful. There was no heaviness in the room. The water seemed to be cleaning and renewing everything in the church.


I feel like this is God’s dream for us as a church in this season. In Ephesians 5:26–27, Paul talks about Jesus returning for a spotless bride (the church), who has been cleansed with water. Cleansed with the Word. I believe this is what God is doing.


OUTCRY has a simple message: It’s about the local church. It’s about the one movement called the church. And OUTCRY is just a megaphone for what God is already doing in each city it enters. Even the logo, the kid standing at the megaphone, is a depiction of the church. God’s already been doing amazing things through the church. It’s happening all around us. But these OUTCRY tour nights are inspiring and refreshing. Encouraging the pastors and church leaders to keep going—to let them know that they are making a difference.


In many ways, I believe we are experiencing the fruit of the prayers of our parents—the prayers of the previous generation for our generation. There were seeds sown into me as a young girl that are bearing fruit now. And I want to honor how they led me and how they will lead the next generation into a new chapter in the church.


—Kari Jobe Carnes


About halfway through the spring 2016 OUTCRY tour, I opened my Bible app to the verse of the day. And it happened to be the passage Romans 15:5–7, which talks about unity—that when we accept one another and love each other the way that Jesus loves us, God is glorified. When I read that, it really hit me: This is why we are doing what we do with OUTCRY. We want to remind people that we are stronger and better together.


I believe there is a lie that has infiltrated the church for too long: that our differences are more important than our unity under the name of Jesus and that those differences have to keep us apart. So if God is glorified by unity, then of course the enemy’s strategy would be division. It is hard to accept people who are different from us. But Jesus extended grace to us when we didn’t deserve it. He extended acceptance and family to us even when we were still in sin. And Jesus gives us that same power of love and acceptance of one another in the body, if we allow him. People consistently ask, “How can I glorify God more in my life?” Unity, a genuine love for one another, is one of the ways we can.


In John 17, Jesus says that the world will know him by the love we have for one another. Think about that. If everyone in the body of Christ were loving and accepting of one another, who wouldn’t want to be a part of a family like that? I think the church is entering a season of understanding the power of unity more and more.


Unity doesn’t mean that we are all the same. Jesus calls the church his body. Now, in my body, my foot and my hand have to function in different ways, but they both agree that they’re a part of the same body—with the understanding that working in agreement is best. In the body of Christ, that agreement is under the banner of Jesus. The church has many different parts playing different roles, and that’s beautiful. It’s through those differences that we can experience diverse aspects of God’s character. And that’s why we can celebrate our differences.


I remember during one of our nights at OUTCRY, I went out in the crowd. I found myself imagining that this was my city, my community, and that the people around me represented churches in my town. And I found myself welling up with encouragement. I began thinking, These are my brothers and sisters. These are the people God has given me to walk with and change this city. The enemy wants to tell us that we are alone. He wants us feeling disconnected and isolated. But nights like OUTCRY help everyone see that we aren’t on our own. We are all in this together. And that is a powerful thing.


I hope people understand that OUTCRY is more than a concert. It’s not just a cool night to hear creative music. It’s so much more than that! It’s a celebration of Jesus and his church. Your horizons widen when you see many believers in your city come together—no matter the denomination. God wants to make a deposit in each of these cities. He has something special in each of these communities. Each night, he brings us all to a new level together. We can’t wait to see what he does with the new seeds that are being planted in these cities every night.


—Cody Carnes




INTRODUCTION


IN A SINGLE MOMENT


In a single moment everything changed. Out of the void of nothingness came everything. Suddenly there was light, matter, space, and time. In that explosive moment the universe came into being. The laws of physics and mathematics were created. Gravitational pull began to collect matter into celestial bodies. Stars, galaxies, solar systems, and planets.


Chemistry came into being. Water and air. Oceans and land.


The moon and sun hung in the sky. Morning and evening. Night and day.


Life exploded. Plants and animals. Man and woman.


And at the center of it all was him. He was there and caused it to be. By his voice it all came into being. From the very beginning, before time and space, he was there. And he was the catalyst, that by his very word the explosion of creation was set into motion.


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:1–5)


Jesus. The light of mankind. The creator of everything out of nothing.


The words of Jesus are powerful things. By the very words that he spoke, creation came into being. Everything we can see, hear, and touch began with him. Not only that, but the intangible was created: joy, creativity, and covenant. Our ability to see creation and find beauty in it. All set off by Jesus’s word.


But this isn’t the last time he set such a cataclysmic event into motion with the sound of his voice. There was another moment on earth that was just as explosive. Just as significant. And though it seems less dramatic, could it be that it is even more consequential?


“You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven.” (Matthew 16:17–19 MSG, emphasis added)


I will build my church. The church. His movement. Our movement.


With the sound of his voice he set it into motion. He began a movement with all of the same diversity and creativity he used in creation. Not only that, but he gave this movement unprecedented power. Not simply to Peter. Peter was just the beginning of a movement filled with expansive power. His power. Jesus gave us the keys to heaven. He gave us complete access to his kingdom. To him. He said that the gates of hell cannot keep back our onslaught. The defense of the enemy won’t withstand our offense. It cannot prevail.


Later Jesus spoke again. His final words here on Earth were to his disciples, commissioning them. Sending them out with vision and purpose. Passing on the singular mission that would catalyze the greatest revolution in history. And he commissioned us with the same vision.


Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20)


In a single moment he commissioned his disciples to start his movement. He didn’t write a book. He didn’t hold in-depth how-to-do-church seminars. He didn’t even stay with them until the day of Pentecost. He simply lived his life with the disciples and left them with the immense task of starting.


Ten days later the Holy Spirit showed up in power and caused amazing growth and expansion of the kingdom. Three thousand people were saved the first time the disciples preached about Jesus. This is an incredible way to start the story.


The story of the church grew and expanded. It has amazing chapters as well as painful ones. Stories of triumph and stories of great mistakes. But through it all Jesus walked with her and cared for her, and at every turn he loved her.


Today, people all over the world gather together in the name of Jesus. Thousands of languages lifting up his name week in and week out. We feed millions of people, write music, care for the poor, preach sermons, and plant more and more churches to express the heart of Jesus in every corner of the world.


This is our story. From one man who died a criminal’s death on a cross to a world changed.


This is the movement of the church.


It is the greatest movement the world has ever seen.


Then why doesn’t it feel like it?


We go to church on most weekends. We have great times and bad times. But if we were honest, we’d have to admit that sometimes we feel as though we’re going through the motions. We have a confrontation with someone. We have a bad meeting with our pastor. We see imperfections in each other or our leadership up close and begin to lose heart. And we begin to think, Maybe I’m on the losing team here. This is probably not the church for me. There are a few churches that still “get it”—maybe I need to go to one of those. Or maybe church in general is not for me. I have just been burned one too many times.


If that’s how you feel, you are not alone.


WHY YOU SHOULD KEEP READING


It doesn’t matter what your church looks like. House church or megachurch. Whether you play folk music and have an artist painting while you preach or you sing hymns in a church with stained-glass windows. You are a part of the body of Christ. An amazing movement of God unlike anything the world has ever seen.


Maybe you have been struggling with your significance. Feeling like you are missing out on something great by sticking with your local church. You’ve seen all of its imperfections and are no longer enamored. Or maybe the media headlines and blog posts are starting to wear on you. Maybe you have had bad experiences with your church and are looking to move on. Maybe you already have.


This book is for you.


Every church is flawed. Every Christian is imperfect. But God uses the messy and imperfect to make something beautiful. He chose the foolish and unqualified to confound the wise and change the world.


Something special happens when you dive headlong into a community of the imperfect and walk out the gospel of love in your local church. No amount of books, blogs, podcasts, or conferences can ever replace the spiritual growth that results from the hard work it takes to commit to a local church. And it isn’t just to benefit us and our communities; this is something close to the heart of Jesus.


You are a part of the body of Christ. An amazing movement of God unlike anything the world has ever seen.


The church is called the “body of Christ,” and nothing is closer to someone than his or her body. We are called the “bride of Christ” because the relationship between a husband and wife is a sacred union. These are the words God uses to describe us. And no matter what her state, no matter what she looks like on the outside, Jesus loves and cares for her.


In the midst of the struggle of living out the local church, it’s easy to forget the unbreakable love God has for us. Sometimes we get so caught up in our circumstances that we lose perspective.


THE NEXT BIG THING


There was a moment on our first tour when I walked out on stage in front of a crowd of 10,000 in St. Louis. And it was there that it hit me. Our dream had come true. After years of praying and dreaming, OUTCRY was off the ground. And our first year was incredible. Our tour traveled almost eight thousand miles to twelve cities. We had 130,000 in attendance our first year, and 10,000 were saved. Packed-out arenas in every city we went.


Not only that, but every night we had worship together before we began. Each evening before we hit the stage, a different group led worship. Hillsong United, Crowder, Kari Jobe, Jesus Culture, Passion, Bethel Music, Trip Lee, and Lauren Daigle all in the same room taking turns leading a devotional and worship. It was a room full of some of the most influential and creative worship leaders in the world (not to mention personal heroes of mine) having a small group together. A dream come true and in every sense of the word, special.
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