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Introduction


Hello and welcome to The Book Lover’s Quiz Book! Thank you for picking it up. I imagine that means you love books and you like questions about books. I like you already. Now, I just wanted to give you an idea of how it came about and just what kind of quiz book it is.


Firstly, I love books. I worked in bookselling for sixteen years and, as any bookseller will tell you, you don’t work in bookshops for the money. You work in bookshops because you love to read books, you love talking about books and you love telling other people about the books you’ve read and loved. I had several roles over the years, but the one thing working in a bookshop always comes back to is the recommendation: the chance to send someone home with a book you know they will love. I now work in publishing, and again I am surrounded by people talking about how much they love to read. I’m still selling books, it’s just that now it’s to booksellers.


Secondly, I love a quiz. Quizzes are great, aren’t they? Especially pub quizzes when you can have a drink and a chat with your friends, plus answer a few questions, maybe even win the odd prize. The only thing is, most pub quizzes have maybe one round on books . . . sometimes, if you’re lucky. And that’s just not enough, is it? Not for me and, I hope, not for you. So, I started writing book quizzes, whole quizzes just about books. I hoped there would be enough people like me who wanted a whole night of questions about lovely books and books alone, and there are. You are not alone, book lover!


This book is pretty similar to those quizzes I do in the wild. In each quiz you’ll find fixed rounds and changeable rounds – to keep it fresh. I like quizzes where you can have a guess, quizzes that are fun even if you don’t know the answer. So, you’ll find a fair amount of multiple-choice questions and rounds with enough hints and clues to help you have a stab at the answers. I also like trivia, an interesting fact or two, and you’ll find some of those here (including in the footnotes). I should say that, for the ‘SayWhatYouSee’ picture round, I usually make those images by cutting and pasting. Not on a computer. I literally cut pictures out and paste them together. For this book I’ve regressed further to drawing them instead, which was a challenge. I’m not the best artist in the world but I have tried to make them look like the things they are supposed to be. Honest.


Also, if you are in a book group or just want to get a group of fellow book lovers together and play in teams, I have made a generic, downloadable answer sheet you can use – find it at gpwigglesworth.co.uk. Oh and Quiz Number 24 is a Christmas quiz – save that one for then!


I sincerely hope you enjoy the book. If you do, look me up on Twitter and Instagram @GPWigglesworth for details of where my next quiz is, some new questions and those all-important book recommendations.


Happy quizzing, bookworms.


Gary









Quiz Number 1


Round 1: This and That . . . all the questions in this round are worth 1 point except question 10, which is worth 5.


1. The First Question – Which of these fictional sleuths was published first: A) Inspector Morse in Last Bus to Woodstock, B) Inspector Rebus in Knots and Crosses or C) Detective Jack Frost in Frost at Christmas?


2. Anagram – The anagram is always an author’s name: I LACE WORDS


3. Book Quote – Can you name the book from which this quote comes? ‘The reasonable man adapts himself to the world: the unreasonable one persists in trying to adapt the world to himself. Therefore, all progress depends on the unreasonable man.’ Is that from: A) Brave New World by Aldous Huxley, B) Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand, C) Man and Superman by George Bernard Shaw or D) Great Again: How to Fix Our Crippled America by Donald Trump?


4. Which author’s middle name was Kindred?


5. Odd One Out – Which of the following is not a real John le Carré novel? A) The Spy Who Came in from the Cold, B) A Perfect Spy, C) A Legacy of Spies or D) An Officer and a Spy?


6. Poetry Corner – What is the next line? This quiz the poem is ‘Slough’ by John Betjeman: ‘Come, friendly bombs, and fall on Slough! . . .’


7. Fact or Fiction – Which of the following is a fact about Dan Brown: A) Dan Brown’s first book Digital Fortress, published in 1998, was slow to start selling, so Dan took to selling it on QVC where it was a modest success, B) Dan Brown’s first creative product was a tape he released entitled SynthAnimals, which featured the track ‘Happy Frogs’ or C) a recently discovered species of amphibian in the great basin in Nevada has been named ‘The Da Vinci Toad’ as the biologist is a big Dan Brown fan?


8. This 1925 novel has been adapted many times, including for cinema four times, in 1926, 1949, a 1974 version starring Robert Redford and Mia Farrow and most recently in 2013 in a version directed by Baz Luhrmann. It was also made into an opera for the New York Metropolitan Opera in 1999. There have been three ballet versions and even two computer games. Most recently, you could experience it as an immersive theatre experience in London’s West End. But can you name the book?


9. What Year? – In which year did these literary events take place? If you’re playing in teams give a point to whichever team gets nearest. Published this year: Keith Waterhouse’s Billy Liar, Thomas Pynchon’s V and Maurice Sendak’s Where the Wild Things Are. Born this year: Poet Laureate Simon Armitage, Alice Sebold and Donna Tartt. Died this year: Aldous Huxley and C. S. Lewis. Sylvia Plath commits suicide only a month after The Bell Jar is published.


10. Give Me Five – In the ‘Mr Men and Little Misses’ series by Roger Hargreaves there are seven Mr Men and Little Misses that begin with the letter T. Name five for 5 points.


Round 2, Part A) What the Dickens! – Are these real Dickens characters or what? Say (or write) ‘Dickens!’ if it’s genuine and ‘What!’ if I made it up. A point for each time you are correct:


11. Mr Gulpidge


12. Mr Dick Swiveller


13. Miss Loretta Slimpickle


14. Mr Bloodboil


15. Mr M’Choakumchild


Round 2, Part B) Blankety Books – Find the missing word: there’s always a theme and this quiz the theme is . . . one-word film titles. A point for each one you get:


16. [Blank] Sky by Kate Atkinson


17. The [Blank]Writer by Philip Roth


18. [Blank] at the Villa by W. Somerset Maugham


19. The [Blank] of the Spirits by Carlos Ruiz Zafón


20. The Buried [Blank] by Kazuo Ishiguro


Round 3, Part A) Two of a Kind – I will describe a character and then an author. They share the same initials so if you know one it will help you get the other. A point for each you can name:


21. Character: The main female protagonist of Jane Austen’s 1813 novel Pride and Prejudice; she is the second eldest of the sisters, and falls in love with Mr Darcy. Author: Born five years later in 1818, this British author would only release one novel, Wuthering Heights in 1847; she died one year later at the age of thirty.


22. Character: Staying in the nineteenth century, this is the criminal who gives Pip a scare in a graveyard on Christmas Eve in Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations. Author: This British writer wrote for the sci-fi comic 2000 AD in the 1970s before moving across to America to work for DC Comics. He is best known for his graphic novels such as Watchmen, V for Vendetta and Batman: The Killing Joke.


23. Character: The human character in Douglas Adams’s The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy who narrowly escapes the Earth’s destruction in the company of Ford Prefect – his friend who had just told the perplexed fellow he is, in fact, an alien, and not from Guildford. Author: The American author of the Pulitzer Prizewinning novel All the Light We Cannot See from 2014.


24. Character: I imagine most people know the surname of J. K. Rowling’s creation who is the gamekeeper and ‘Keeper of Keys and Grounds’ of Hogwarts, but do you know his first name? Author: The American-born author who lived in London from 1969 until his death in 2011 and is probably best known for his novels Riddley Walker and The Turtle Diary.


25. Character: The lead character in Angie Thomas’s 2017 bestseller The Hate U Give, she was played in the 2018 film version by Amandla Stenberg. Author: The American author of the ‘Hunger Games’ trilogy; 2020 saw the release of her prequel to the series The Balled of Songbirds and Snakes.


Round 3, Part B) ISBN – I’ll give you the ISBN, you give me the title! Not really . . . All the answers are one-word book titles that start with the letter I, S, B or N. I’ll give you the author and the year, and you give me the title for a point:


26. John Williams 1965 – reissued in 2003


27. Sebastian Faulks 1993


28. Neil Gaiman 1996


29. Veronica Roth 2012


30. Toni Morrison 1987


Round 4, Part A) Oh, and Thingy . . . Whatsit . . . Name the missing member of these groups for a point.


31. It’s Enid Blyton’s ‘Famous Five’: Dick, Anne, George and Timmy . . . but who else?


32. The four March sisters from Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women: Meg, Jo, Amy and who else?


33. ‘The Watchmen’ from Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons classic graphic novel are Ozymandias, Nite Owl II, The Comedian, Dr Manhattan, Silk Spectre II and who else?


34. In George Orwell’s 1984 there are four ministries: the Ministry of Love, the Ministry of Peace, the Ministry of Plenty and which other?


35. We’ll finish with the Weasley children from J. K. Rowling’s ‘Harry Potter’ series. They are Ron, Bill, Charlie, Percy, George and Ginny, but who is missing?


Round 4, Part B) Literature Links and Lists – Answer these novel conundrums for a point each.


36. Which character connects Sebastian Faulks, Jeffery Deaver and John Gardner?


37. The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, The Girl Who Played with Fire . . . what comes next?


38. What is the link between George Saunders’s Man Booker winner, John Grisham’s kid lawyer, the seventh book in Steve Berry’s Cotton Malone novels and the 2018 Booker Prize shortlisted novel by Esi Edugyan?


39. Margaret Atwood, Alice Munro, Emily St John Mandel and Yann Martel were all born in which country?


40. What links C. S. Lewis, Philip Larkin and Aldous Huxley?


Finally, there are six ‘SayWhatYouSee’ visual representations of novels. Give yourself a point for the author and a point for the title.


Total up your answers and see how many you scored.


The highest score possible on this quiz is 62.


Thanks for playing!
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The Answers


1. A) Inspector Morse, 1975 (Frost, 1984; Rebus, 1987)


2. Oscar Wilde


3. C) Man and Superman


4. Philip K. Dick


5. D) An Officer and a Spy (this is a Robert Harris novel)


6. ‘It isn’t fit for humans now.’


7. B) Dan Brown did indeed release a tape called SynthAnimals (he followed that in 1990 with a CD called Perspectives)*


8. The Great Gatsby (by F. Scott Fitzgerald)


9. 1963†


10. Mr Tickle, Mr Topsy-Turvy, Mr Tall, Little Miss Tiny, Little Miss Trouble, Little Miss Twins and Little Miss Tidy


11. Dickens! (from David Copperfield)


12. Dickens! (from The Old Curiosity Shop)


13. What!


14. What!


15. Dickens! (from Hard Times)


16. Big


17. Ghost


18. Up


19. Labyrinth


20. Giant


21. Elizabeth Bennet and Emily Brontë*


22. Abel Magwitch and Alan Moore


23. Arthur Dent and Anthony Doerr


24. Rubeus Hagrid and Russell Hoban


25. Starr Carter and Suzanne Collins


26. Stoner


27. Birdsong


28. Neverwhere (Stardust was 1999)


29. Insurgent


30. Beloved (Sula was 1973)


31. Julian


32. Beth


33. Rorschach


34. Ministry of Truth


35. Fred (one of the twins)


36. James Bond (all written post-Fleming Bond novels)


37. The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest – completing the original ‘Millennium Trilogy’ by Stieg Larsson


38. American presidents (and have a bonus point if you said ‘Mount Rushmore’): George Saunders’s novel is Lincoln in the Bardo; John Grisham’s kid lawyer is Theodore Boone (so Theodore Roosevelt); the Steve Berry book is The Jefferson Key; and Esi Edugyan’s novel is Washington Black


39. Canada


40. They all turned down honours – C. S. Lewis and Aldous Huxley turned down knighthoods and Philip Larkin refused a CBE


41. Wolf Hall (A wolf haul) by Hilary Mantel


42. Confessions of an English Opium-Eater by Thomas De Quincey


43. The Grass is Singing by Doris Lessing


44. Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell


45. TheWell of Loneliness by Radclyffe Hall


46. Death in Venice by Thomas Mann


* There were three new species of toad discovered in Nevada’s great basin in 2017 but they were named Dixie Valley toad, Railroad Valley toad and Hot Creek toad; the biologist is called Dick Tracy.


† Both Aldous Huxley and C. S. Lewis died on the day J. F. K. was assassinated (22 November 1963).


* Kate Bush, who had a hit single with ‘Wuthering Heights’, shares Emily Brontë’s birthday – 30 July.









Quiz Number 2


Round 1: This and That . . . all the questions in this round are worth 1 point except question 10, which is worth 5.


1. The First Question – Which of these books was published first: A) One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey, B) At Swim-Two-Birds by Flann O’Brien or C) Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K. Jerome?


2. Anagram – The anagram is always an author’s name: A POSTMAN JESTER


3. Book Quote – Can you name the book from which book this quote comes? ‘It’s only because of their stupidity that they’re able to be so sure of themselves.’ Is it from: A) A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole, B) Starter for 10 by David Nicholls, C) The Trial by Franz Kafka or D) Unspeakable: The Autobiography by John Bercow?


4. Alice Liddell was the inspiration for which literary character?


5. Odd One Out – Which of the following is not a real Dick Francis title: A) Dead Heat, B) The Red Pony, C) Whip Hand or D) High Stakes?


6. Poetry Corner – What is the next line? This quiz the poem is ‘Funeral Blues’ aka ‘Stop all the clocks’ by W. H. Auden: ‘Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone . . .’


7 Fact or Fiction – Which of the following is a fact about Will Self: A) Will Self refused to apply to Oxford University claiming he ‘would have rather died than join the Bullingdon Club’, B) after finishing education Will Self worked as a road sweeper in London or C) for two years Will Self provided the voice for ‘Freddy Fox’ in the Peppa Pig cartoon series?


8. Which Booker Prize-winning author published crime novels under the pseudonym Dan Kavanagh in the 1980s?


9. What Year? – In which year did these literary events take place? If you’re playing in teams give a point to whichever team gets nearest. Born this year: Neil Gaiman, Ian Rankin and Helen Fielding. Albert Camus and Neville Shute both pass away. Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D. H. Lawrence sells 200,000 copies in one day after Penguin is found not guilty of obscenity and so is free to publish. Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird is published, as is Dr Seuss’s Green Eggs and Ham.


10. Give Me Five – Can you name five Daphne du Maurier novels for 5 points?


Round 2, Part A) The Smiths – Which ‘Smith’ wrote this? I’ll give you the title and the year it was published, and you give me the Smith. A point for each you can name.


11. White Teeth, 2000


12. How to Be Both, 2014


13. Just Kids, 2010


14. Child 44, 2008


15. I Capture the Castle, 1948


Round 2, Part B) Blankety Books – Find the missing word: there’s always a theme and this quiz it is . . . drinks. A point for each one you get:


16. Blackberry [Blank] by Joanne Harris


17. Fortunately the [Blank] by Neil Gaiman


18. The Little [Blank] Shop of Kabul by Deborah Rodriguez


19. A [Blank] and a Squeeze by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler


20. The [Blank] House Rules by John Irving


Round 3, Part A) Two of a Kind – I will describe a character and then an author. They share the same initials so if you know one it will help you get the other. A point for each you can name.


21. Character: Sherlock’s elder, smarter brother in the books by Arthur Conan Doyle; although he only appears in four stories, he has become an important figure in the Doyle canon. Author: The British author best known for The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time from 2003 and The Porpoise from 2019.


22. Character: The second son of Lord and Lady Marchmain, this character in Brideshead Revisited, by Evelyn Waugh, meets Charles Ryder at Oxford and they develop a deep friendship; he has been played by Anthony Andrews on TV and Ben Whishaw in the big screen version of 2008. Author: The author best known for his historical novels such as Birdsong, Charlotte Gray and The Girl at the Lion d’Or; he also published a James Bond novel, Devil May Care, in 2008.


23. Character: The lead male protagonist from Malorie Blackman’s Noughts and Crosses, he is a ‘Nought’ who becomes the lover of ‘Cross’ Sephy Hadley. Author: The British fantasy author, comic-book writer, activist and literary critic whose works include Un Lun Dun, Perdido Street Station and Kraken; he’s perhaps best known for The City and the City which was filmed for BBC Two in 2018, starring David Morrissey as Inspector Tyador Borlú.


24. Character: Created by John Fante, this character is a semi-autobiographical version of the author; a struggling writer, he appears in four Fante novels, the most well-known being Ask the Dust. Author: The British author, playwright and screenwriter who found fame with Peter Cook, Dudley Moore and Jonathan Miller in their show Beyond the Fringe; he went on to pen plays such as The History Boys and The Madness of George III and his books include The Lady in the Van and The Uncommon Reader.


25. Character: Finally, on a vampire theme, the female lead of Stephenie Meyer’s ‘Twilight’ series. Author: The Irish author of the classic Vampire novel Dracula.


Round 3, Part B) Characters – I will list some key characters from a book – just name the book for a point and the author for another:


26. Celia, Nettie and Shug Avery – 1982


27. Miles Halter, Chip Martin and Alaska Young – 2005


28. Rupert Campbell-Black, Jake Lovell and Tory Maxwell – 1985


29. Alison Hart, Collette and Morris – 2005


30. Roberta (aka Bobbie), Phyllis, Peter and Perks – 1906


Round 4, Part A) No Wait, I Have a Better Idea . . . ! Everyone is allowed to change their mind and authors are no exception. Below I’ve listed the original title of a book and the year it was published. Name the title the book was published under for a point, and the author for another.


31. ‘Atticus’, 1960


32. ‘The Dead Un-dead’, 1897


33. ‘The Last Man in Europe’, 1949


34. ‘Tomorrow is Another Day’, 1936


35. ‘Four and a Half Years of Struggle Against Lies, Stupidity and Cowardice’, 1925


Round 4, B) Literature Links and Lists – Answer these novel conundrums for a point each:


36. Catch-22, All the Light We Cannot See and The English Patient are all set during which war?


37. What is the link between the authors of The Day of the Locust, the (penname used by the) author of The First Fifteen Lives of Harry August, John Steinbeck’s 1952 book that was made into a 1955 film starring James Dean and Ernest Shackleton’s book of exploration published in 1922?


38. What metal connects novels by Donna Tartt, Doris Lessing and Francis Spufford?


39. What comes next in this list: A Study in Scarlet, The Sign of the Four, The Hound of the Baskervilles?


40. What occupation do the main protagonists have in James Hilton’s Goodbye, Mr Chips, R. F. Delderfield’s To Serve Them All My Days and Villette by Charlotte Brontë?


Finally, there are six ‘SayWhatYouSee’ visual representations of novels. Give yourself a point for the author and a point for the title.


Total up your answers and see how many you scored.


The highest score possible on this quiz is 71


Thanks for playing!
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The Answers


1. C) Three Men in a Boat, 1889 (At Swim-Two-Birds, 1939; One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, 1962)


2. James Patterson


3. C) The Trial by Franz Kafka


4. Alice from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll


5. B) The Red Pony (which is a John Steinbeck novel)


6. ‘Prevent the dog from barking with a juicy bone’


7. B) He worked briefly as a road sweeper for the General London Council (he did go to Oxford)


8. Julian Barnes


9. 1960


10. The Loving Spirit, I’ll Never Be Young Again, The Progress of Julius, Jamaica Inn, Rebecca, Frenchman’s Creek, Hungry Hill, The King’s General, The Parasites, My Cousin Rachel, Mary Anne, The Scapegoat, Castle Dor, The Glass-Blowers, The Flight of the Falcon, The House on the Strand, Rule Britannia (‘The Birds’ and ‘Don’t Look Now’ were short stories)


11. Zadie Smith


12. Ali Smith


13. Patti Smith


14. Tom Rob Smith


15. Dodie Smith


16. Wine


17. Milk


18. Coffee


19. Squash


20. Cider


21. Mycroft Holmes and Mark Haddon*


22. Sebastian Flyte and Sebastian Faulks


23. Callum McGregor and China Miéville


24. Arturo Bandini and Alan Bennett.


25. Bella Swan and Bram Stoker†


26. The Colour Purple by Alice Walker


27. Looking for Alaska by John Green


28. Riders by Jilly Cooper


29. Beyond Black by Hilary Mantel


30. The Railway Children by Edith Nesbit


31. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee


32. Dracula by Bram Stoker


33. 1984 by George Orwell‡


34. Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell


35. Mein Kampf: My Struggle, My Glory by Adolf Hitler


36. The Second World War


37. Points of the compass: Nathanael West wrote The Day of the Locust, Claire North wrote The First Fifteen Lives of Harry August (Claire’s real name is Catherine Webb), Steinbeck’s novel is East of Eden and Shackleton’s book is called simply South


38. Gold: Goldfinch by Donna Tartt, The Golden


39. The Valley of Fear: these are the four Sherlock Holmes novels by Arthur Conan Doyle in order of publication


40. They are all teachers


41. Ghost Wall by Sarah Moss


42. The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood


43. Moonraker by Ian Fleming


44. Billy Liar by Keith Waterhouse


45. Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins


46. The Human Stain by Philip Roth


* There are many versions of Mycroft – but did you know he’s the subject of books co-authored by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar? That’s Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, the famous basketball player, or you may remember him as the co-pilot Roger Murdock in the film Airplane!.


† Best known to us for Dracula, in his lifetime Stoker was better known for being the business manager of famous nineteenth-century actor Sir Henry Irving.


‡ The publication date is a clue here, sort of, as Orwell wrote the book in 1948 and switched the digits for the title. But it was published the following year. Notebook by Doris Lessing and Golden Hill by Francis Spufford









Quiz Number 3


Round 1: This and That . . . all the questions in this round are worth 1 point except question 10, which is worth 5.


1. The First Question – Which of these books was published first: A) We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury, B) We Wear Pants by Katie Abey or C) Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak?


2. Anagram – The anagram is always an author’s name: NAMING A LIE


3. Book Quote – Can you name the book from which this quote comes? ‘You should be kissed and often, and by someone who knows how.’ Is that from: A) Fifty Shades of Grey by E. L. James, B) Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell, C) Les Liaisons Dangereuses by Pierre Choderlos de Laclos or D) King of Clubs by Peter Stringfellow?


4. Oops! In 2016 Time magazine put which man on its list of 100 most read female authors?


5. Odd One Out – Which of the following is not a real Inspector Morse novel by Colin Dexter: A) Death is Now My Neighbour, B) The Wench is Dead, C) Death on the River Cam or D) The Dead of Jericho?


6. Poetry Corner – What is the next line? This quiz the poem is ‘I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud’ by William Wordsworth: ‘I wandered lonely as a cloud . . .’


7. Fact or Fiction – Which of the following is a fact about Martin Amis: A) in his youth Amis attempted to distance himself from his father (Kingsley) and literature in general by pursuing a career in wrestling, his name was ‘The Bullet’, B) in 1982 Amis published a guide to arcades and gaming called Invasion of the Space Invaders or C) as a child Amis appeared in an episode of Z-Cars playing a runaway who was caught shoplifting by ‘Fancy’ Smith (Brian Blessed)?
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