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Introduction



Unit 1: British Period Study and Enquiry


Component 1 involves the study of a period of British history. At both AS and A-level there are two sections to the examination. Section A is the Enquiry section and Section B is the Essay section. In the Enquiry section there will be four primary written sources and one question for the A-level examination and three primary written sources and two questions for the AS. Section B will consist of two essays, of which you will have to answer one. The type of essay set for both AS and A-level are similar, but the AS mark scheme does not have a Level 6 (see page 7).


The Early Stuarts and the origins of the civil war, 1603–60


The specification lists the content of the Period Study element, which is the Early Stuarts 1603–46, under four key topics:





•  Key Topic 1 – James I and parliament




•  Key Topic 2 – James I and religion




•  Key Topic 3 – Charles I, 1625–40




•  Key Topic 4 – Charles I and the victory of parliament, 1640–46






The specification lists the content of the Enquiry element, which is the execution of Charles I and the Interregnum 1646–60 under three key topics:





•  Key Topic 1 – The failure to achieve a settlement, 1646–49




•  Key Topic 2 – Commonwealth and Protectorate




•  Key Topic 3 – The restoration of Charles II






Although each period of study is set out in chronological sections in the specification, an exam question may arise from one or more of these sections.


AS level


The AS examination which you may be taking includes all the content. You are required to answer the following:





•  Section A: two questions. They are source-based questions and will require you to use your knowledge to explain, analyse and evaluate three primary sources. The first question will require you to consider the utility of one of the sources for a particular issue and is worth 10 marks. The second question will require you to explain, analyse and evaluate the three sources in relation to an issue and is worth 20 marks. The section is worth 30 marks.



•  Section B: one essay question from a choice of two. The essays require you to explain, analyse and assess an issue, using your knowledge to reach a balanced judgement about the question. The question is worth 20 marks.





The exam lasts one and a half hours, and you are advised to spend slightly more time on Section A.


At AS, Unit 1 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 50 per cent of the AS examination.


A-level


The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content.


You are required to answer one question from Section A and one essay from Section B from a choice of two questions.





•  Section A is the Enquiry question and will contain four written primary sources. You will be asked to use the four sources to test a hypothesis by considering the provenance and content of the sources and applying your own knowledge to the sources to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the issue in the question. This is the same as the AS Question 2 but uses four sources instead of three.



•  The essay questions are similar in style and requirement to the AS essay question, except to reach the highest level you will need to show a more developed sense of judgement.





The exam lasts for one and a half hours. You should spend slightly longer on Section A than B.


At A-level Unit 1 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 25 per cent of the A-level examination.


In both the AS and A-level examinations you are being tested on the ability to use:





•  relevant historical information



•  the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement.





In the AS examination you are also being tested on your ability to analyse and evaluate the different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.


How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination. The book is divided into four sections – one for each section of the AS and A-level specifications. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads:





•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.



•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.





Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.


Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 107–109).
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Examination activities


There are three levels of exam-focused activities:





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]






Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers online. These have the following symbol to indicate this: [image: ]


Each section ends with exam-style questions and sample answers with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  completed the activities.





Mark schemes


For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark schemes for this paper. Below are abbreviated forms.






	Level

	Question 1 Utility

	Question 2 All three sources

	Question 3 or 4 Essay






	5


	Good focus, evaluation using provenance and context to engage with the issue to reach an analysis of its utility. 9–10


	Good focus, sources are evaluated using provenance and context, although there may be some imbalance, to reach an analysis of the issue. 17–20


	Mostly focused, supported answer with good analysis and evaluation to reach a supported judgement. 17–20







	4


	Mostly focused, evaluated using provenance and context, with some imbalance to engage with the issue to reach an analysis of its utility. 7–8


	Mostly focused, sources are evaluated using some provenance and context to reach an analysis of the issue. 13–16


	Some focus with support, analysis with limited evaluation and judgement. 13 –16







	3


	Partial focus and evaluation of either context or provenance to produce a partial analysis of its utility. 5–6


	Partial focus and evaluation, some context to produce a partial analysis of the issue. 9–12


	Partial focus on the question, with some knowledge and analysis, but little or no judgement. 9–12







	2


	Limited focus, general or stock evaluation to produce a limited analysis of the issue. 3–4


	Limited focus, evaluation is general as is context. General analysis of the issue. 5–8


	Focus is descriptive and may be more on the topic than the question. Any analysis may be implied. 5–8







	1


	Answer is on the topic, basic evaluation and general knowledge. Simple or general analysis of the issue. 1–2


	Answer is on the topic, basic evaluation, much description of the sources and general contextual knowledge leading to a simple analysis of the issue. 1–4


	Focus on the topic and attempts at analysis will be little more than assertion. 1–4







A-level






	Level

	 

	Essay






	6


	Well-focused, sources are fully evaluated using provenance and context to reach a fully supported analysis of the issue. 26–30


	Well-focused, supported answer with very good analysis and developed evaluation to reach a supported and sustained judgement. 17–20







	5


	Good focus, sources are evaluated using provenance and context, although there may be some imbalance, to reach an analysis of the issue. 21–25


	Mostly focused, supported answer with good analysis and evaluation to reach a supported judgement. 13–16







	4


	Mostly focused, sources are evaluated using some provenance and context to reach an analysis of the issue. 16–20


	Some focus with support, analysis with limited evaluation and judgement. 10–12







	3


	Partial focus and evaluation, some context to produce a partial analysis of the issue. 11–15


	Partial focus on the question, with some knowledge and analysis, but little or no judgement. 7–9







	2


	Limited focus, evaluation is general as is context. General analysis of the issue. 6–10


	Focus is descriptive and may be more on the topic than the question. Any analysis may be implied. 4–6







	1


	Answer is on the topic, basic evaluation, much description of the sources and general contextual knowledge, leading to a simple analysis of the issue. 1–5


	Focus on the topic and attempts at analysis will be little more than assertion. 1–3










1 James I and parliament



James and Divine Right


The theory of the Divine Right of Kings was that kings were appointed by God and were answerable only to God, rather than to any authority on earth. For James I this meant that he was responsible for interpreting the law and was not accountable to parliament. However, it did not mean that he thought he was entitled to rule in a way which flouted the law.


Other views about government





•  In European kingdoms such as France and Spain the monarchs were absolute and their powers were not limited by elected or appointed assemblies. This view was taken up in England by Professor John Cowell, a lawyer, in his book The Interpreter.



•  In Scotland George Buchanan and other humanists believed that kings were chosen by the people whom they ruled and, if they ruled badly or disregarded the rights of their subjects, they could be deposed.





James did not intend to rule by either of these methods. The English parliament had developed too many powers to be disregarded by James, so he could not be an absolute ruler. But he resented the way his Scottish tutors had tried to make him accept that kings could be deposed by discontented subjects and had stressed the fate of his mother, Mary, Queen of Scots, who had been forced to abdicate by the Scots.


How James expressed his views


James wrote about his beliefs in two short accounts, both composed while he was king of Scotland only. These were:





•  The Trew Law of Free Monarchies




•  Basilikon Doron.






In these he asserted that kings were above the law but should rule within the law and that there was a clear difference between a king and a tyrant, one ruling for the benefit of his people and the other using his people for his own benefit. These tracts were for the guidance of James’ eldest son, Henry, and had less reference to England than to Scotland.


James also, once he became king of England, made speeches to parliament, which often sounded like claims of absolutism.


Problems caused by James’ beliefs


The problems arose from the impact of the belief in Divine Right on other issues and from parliament’s suspicion that James wanted to rule as an absolute monarch, despite him saying he would observe the laws and, indeed, doing just that. But James did insist on his prerogative rights being observed and he was irritated at the refusal of parliament even to consider a union between England and Scotland. In the early years of his reign three aspects of the prerogative led to tension over:





1  the right to adjudicate over disputed elections to the House of Commons



2  the right to purveyance, the purchase of provisions for royal households at low prices



3  the right to wardships, whereby the crown had the care of underage heirs and heiresses and could make money from their estates.





Of these issues the first was resolved with the House of Commons acknowledged as the body which decided disputed elections, but the second and third led to ill-feeling. In both cases, James seemed to be prepared to make concessions, only to realise that it was not wholly in his interests to do so. This made him look as if he had misled the House of Commons and they drew up A Form of Apology and Satisfaction to express their anxiety about their rights being disregarded.


These were not serious rifts between James and his parliament but they set the scene for later disagreements which were more significant.
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Below is a sample essay question. Use your own knowledge, information on the opposite page and information from other sections of the book to produce a plan for the question. Choose four general points, and provide three specific pieces of information to support each general point. Once you have planned your essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify your argument.




Assess the reasons why James I’s belief in Divine Right created difficulties in his relationship with parliament.





[image: ]







[image: ]


[image: ] Turning assertion into argument      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam question and a series of assertions. Read the question and then add a justification to each of the assertions to turn it into an argument.




How important was James I’s belief in Divine Right in causing problems with his parliaments?
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James I’s belief in Divine Right caused problems with parliament because


___________________________


___________________________


However, parliament’s view was wrong because


___________________________


___________________________


Despite this, parliament’s suspicions of James grew because


___________________________


___________________________


However, the issue over disputed elections was resolved because


___________________________


___________________________


But on issues such as purveyance and wardship tensions were created because


___________________________


___________________________
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James I and his financial problems


James faced two major problems upon coming to the throne in 1603:





1  His income was insufficient.



2  He spent too much money.





Inherited problems and the inadequacy of royal finances


This was a problem which James inherited:





•  Elizabeth I had used short-term measures to solve her deficit, such as selling crown lands, which reduced the income obtained from them. She had not addressed the issue, fearing it would be controversial, and thus left James a substantial difficulty.



•  The subsidies granted by parliament had declined in value as the method of assessing the amount taxpayers were liable to pay was outdated. Therefore, a parliamentary tax brought in far less money than it had done under Elizabeth.



•  The sixteenth century had seen inflation at a high level, so the grants had less purchasing power.



•  There was much corruption in the financial system, from the Lord Treasurer down to the tax collectors in the shires and towns.





James I and his extravagance


James spent too much money and found it very hard to rein in his extravagance.


Why?





•  He came from Scotland, a much poorer country than England, and so expected a ‘land flowing with milk and honey’. Elizabeth had fought a war with Spain for nearly twenty years so he assumed there was plenty of spare cash, especially once he made peace with Spain.



•  His childhood in Scotland had been lonely and friendless, so he was not very adept in personal relationships. He thought that generosity was the way to win friends and was wildly extravagant in his gifts and allowances to his favourite courtiers such as Hay, Carr and later George Villiers.



•  He had a wife and family. His queen, Anne of Denmark, had her own household, as did Prince Henry, and they were both big spenders as well.



•  James enjoyed a good spectacle and spent heavily on funerals for Elizabeth I and for Prince Henry (who died in 1612) and on weddings for his daughter Elizabeth and for George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. He continued the Accession Day Tilts begun by Elizabeth I.



•  James liked elaborate court festivities, which were another big expense with specially designed theatricals and masques with high-quality scenery and costumes.





The main impact of James’ inability to restrain his spending was that parliament became reluctant to grant him the revenue which he undoubtedly needed, because they argued that he could solve all his problems by being far more frugal.


Some solutions


James and his ministers tried a number of ways to raise more money. Some of these led to major disputes (see page 12), while others were often strongly resented, but less keenly resisted. These included:





•  increasing customs duties by issuing a new Book of Rates




•  collecting customs duties through the Great Farm of Customs, whereby a syndicate of merchants paid James for the right to collect the customs duties and then made their profits as best they could



•  selling titles, including the newly created baronetcies, as well as peerages



•  fining Roman Catholics



•  managing crown lands more efficiently



•  raising a benevolence from the better-off as a free gift to the king



•  selling Brill and Flushing back to the Dutch



•  increasing revenue from the Court of Wards which dealt with wardships.





Customs duties were the most vital of these ways of raising money as they accounted for nearly half of James’ revenue.
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Below is a sample exam question, followed by a paragraph written in answer to the question. Why is this paragraph not likely to lead to a high mark? Once you have identified why, rewrite the paragraph.




How serious were James I’s financial problems?
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James I’s financial problems were serious for many reasons. The new king inherited a poor financial situation as Elizabeth had used short-term measures to solve her problems and inflation during the sixteenth century had reduced the income of the crown. There was also a great deal of corruption within the financial system which it was very difficult to reduce. There was also the problem that James spent a great deal of money. He had been brought up in Scotland, which was relatively poor, and thought that England was wealthy. He also had to provide a large household, unlike Elizabeth, and he was very generous in rewarding favourites. All these reasons help to explain why his financial problems were serious.
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[image: ] Spectrum of significance


Below is a sample exam question, followed by a list of general points that could be used to answer it. Use your knowledge and the information on the page opposite to reach a judgement about the relative importance of the factors. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative importance. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement on the line, explaining why some of these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could form the basis of an essay plan.




‘James I’s most serious financial problem was his lack of income.’ How far do you agree?








1  Rising inflation



2  Corruption in the financial system



3  Elizabeth’s debts



4  The cost of his household



5  Rewarding favourites



6  Lavishing spending on court festivities
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James I and his financial disputes


There were five main financial disputes in James’ reign. These centred on impositions, the Great Contract, the Cockayne Project, monopolies and the attempted reforms of Lionel Cranfield. In each case parliament became concerned when it began to look as if James might raise money other than from parliamentary grants and thus make himself independent of parliament.


Impositions


These were extra customs duties imposed on particular goods, such as currants. In theory they were designed to regulate trade, rather than to raise money. The right of the crown to collect them had been disputed by a merchant, John Bate, but he had lost his case in the Court of Exchequer, which took the view that the crown could impose such duties.


Parliament became involved in the dispute in 1610 and challenged the ruling of the Court of the Exchequer. James was hoping for a substantial grant under the Great Contract and so agreed that no new impositions would be enforced without the consent of parliament and later removed many items from the list of goods that attracted impositions.


The Great Contract, 1610


This caused the biggest financial dispute between James and his parliament. The Great Contract was a plan, drawn up by the Lord Treasurer, the Earl of Salisbury, whereby James would surrender some of the revenue he raised under his prerogative, such as purveyance and wardships. In return, parliament would pay his debts, which amounted to £600,000 by 1610, and give him an income of £200,000 a year. The dispute was over the detail. The House of Commons was prepared to meet the £200,000, but not to pay the royal debts or to compensate the officials of the Court of Wards who would lose their jobs. James tried to compromise and offered to take £500,000 for his debts as long as the money came quickly. The Commons realised James was at a disadvantage and refused to make a better offer.


The Great Contract had been an excellent opportunity to solve the financial problem and its failure soured relationships between the king and MPs.


The Cockayne Project, 1614


This was an attempt by James, encouraged by Sir William Cockayne, a London merchant, to make a greater profit from exporting finished cloth instead of sending unfinished cloth to the Netherlands where the finishing process added much of the final value of the product. In this case the dispute arose with the Merchant Adventurers who controlled the export of cloth, when James revoked their rights and handed over the trade to Cockayne and his group of merchants. The scheme failed as Cockayne had no experience in cloth finishing and the outcome was that the Merchant Adventurers were restored to their control and had to pay for the privilege. This made the merchant classes, already angered by impositions, more hostile to James.


Monopolies


These caused a dispute in the 1621 parliament as they led to higher prices. Courtiers could buy the exclusive right to sell goods and so make handsome profits. James heeded his MPs to an extent and cancelled about twenty grants of monopolies.


The reforms of Cranfield


Lionel Cranfield became Lord Treasurer in 1621 and was initially very successful in increasing revenue and in cutting down expenditure. The disputes here arose between Cranfield and other ministers of James who found their opportunities for making money severely hampered. The key figure was James’ favourite, the Duke of Buckingham, whose demands James could not refuse. The crisis came when Buckingham became intent on a war with Spain which Cranfield vehemently opposed as spending on a war would ruin all he had achieved. But Cranfield could not rely on James to keep him in power and so he was impeached and disgraced.
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Below is a sample exam question which asks whether you agree with a specific statement. Using your knowledge and the information opposite, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.




‘James I was to blame for the financial disputes during his reign.’ How far do you agree?









	Statement

	Support

	Challenge






	The House of Commons refused to agree to the Great Contract.

	 

	 






	The courtiers objected to the reforms of Lionel Cranfield.

	 

	 






	James believed that generosity was the way to win friends and support.

	 

	 






	James cancelled some of the monopolies.

	 

	 






	Inflation in the sixteenth century had reduced the value of crown income.

	 

	 






	James agreed not to impose new impositions without the consent of parliament.

	 

	 






	James’ household expenditure was greater than Elizabeth I’s because he had a family.

	 

	 






	James spent heavily on court festivities.
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[image: ] Introducing an argument


Below are a sample exam question and an introduction. Rewrite the introduction in order to set out an argument that looks at more than one point of view.




‘Monopolies caused the most serious financial problems during James’ reign.’ How far do you agree?
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Monopolies caused serious financial disputes between James and his parliaments because they led to higher prices. Parliament objected to this as James used them to reward courtiers. However, there were other financial problems during James’ reign. The Cockayne Project resulted in failure and James was forced to restore the privileges of the Merchant Adventurers. Attempts to reform the financial system also caused problems as courtiers objected to the potential loss of income. Parliament also created financial problems for James as attempts to establish a long-term solution to the financial problems failed when the Great Contract was abandoned. All of these issues caused problems, although some were more serious than others.
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James I’s foreign policy aims and parliament’s reaction


James’ aims in foreign policy could be summarised in a single word – peace. He did not want wars over religion and saw himself as a European peacemaker, who could bring the warring Catholic and Protestant factions to a lasting agreement. The conduct of foreign policy was recognised as being part of the royal prerogative so the power of parliament to influence decisions was less than in other aspects of government. But if James wanted to fight, then he would need the support of parliament to provide the necessary finance.


Peace with Spain, 1604


James wanted to end the long war with Spain, begun in 1585, and was ready to desert his Dutch allies if necessary. He achieved his ends as the Spanish were equally ready to come to terms. Parliament’s reaction was largely favourable as costs would be reduced. A few keen Protestant MPs were very hostile to Spain and opposed the treaty, and some merchants feared that Spanish traders would now be able to compete in English markets.


Alliance with France


Henry IV of France wanted James to join with him in confronting Spanish troops on the borders between France and the Netherlands. James was reluctant and escaped having to commit himself when Henry was assassinated in May 1610 and the issue was dropped. The reaction of parliament was to support the Dutch, rather than Henry IV, a French Catholic monarch, but it was not a major concern as nothing substantial occurred.


Peacemaking


James was instrumental in helping to end disputes between Sweden and Denmark and in the Julich-Cleves dispute. He married his daughter, Elizabeth, to Frederick of the Palatinate, a leading German Protestant prince, to make an alliance to counter the marriage being arranged between Louis, the French Dauphin, and Maria-Theresa of Spain. The reaction of parliament was strongly in favour of the match for Elizabeth.


More peacemaking


James’ next step was to try to balance his Protestant alliance with a Catholic marriage. It was suggested that his son, Charles, should eventually marry the Spanish Infanta Maria, daughter of Philip III.


The reaction of parliament to this proposal was far more hostile. MPs had a series of worries:





•  The children of the marriage might be brought up as Catholics.



•  The Infanta might be allowed to have Catholic services which the general public could attend.



•  The Spanish might expect the English to help them when the war in the Netherlands resumed, once the Twelve Years’ Truce, agreed in 1609, came to an end.



•  James might even become a Catholic like his wife.



•  Spain might prove an unreliable ally as they distrusted the Spanish.





So, the initial acceptance of James’ foreign policy by parliament developed into a series of challenges from anxious Protestant MPs who saw the forces of Catholicism surging ahead in Europe.
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Below is a sample question, followed by a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options (in bold) is most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.




‘James I’s foreign policy was a great success.’ How far do you agree?
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James I’s foreign policy was a great success to a limited/fair/great extent. He was able to make peace with France/the Netherlands/Spain with whom Elizabeth had been at war for many years. This was particularly popular/unpopular with parliament, although there were some Protestant MPs who supported/opposed peace with a Catholic power. The marriage of his daughter Elizabeth to Frederick of the Palatinate was a limited/fair/great success as he was a leading Protestant prince and reaction to this was similar/different from his ending of disputes over Julich-Cleves and between Sweden and Denmark. However, attempts to balance the Protestant marriage by marrying his son to the Spanish Infanta was more/less successful as parliament was supportive/hostile/indifferent about the prospect of England becoming closer to Spain. The prospective marriage was also popular/unpopular as parliament hoped/feared that any children from the marriage would be brought up as Catholic/Protestant and that James himself might convert.
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