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I’m going to work 


out how to make 


a sticky cloth.


Can we go for 


a walk first?
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Patience and 


determination


Inventors need patience and 


determination. Even though the 


Super Soaker was a brilliant 


invention, it took eight years 


to get the first one on sale. And 


Thomas Edison tried thousands 


of different materials for a  


light bulb filament:


SQUIRT!


SQUIRT!


This would 


make a GREAT 


water gun.


Take that!


Aaaah! You 


got me!


Dr Lonnie Johnson is a 


NASA scientist.


He’s working on a water-


filled heat pump … in his 


bathroom.


OK, what about 


… a piece of 


that fan?*


Amazing inventions


Um – OK.


*This actually worked: see page 23.


Inventions are new products or ways of doing things. That sounds a bit boring 


– and some inventions ARE boring. Not all, though! Here’s a good example:


But could the pump be 


used for a different 


invention?


Yes! In 1990, the 


first Super Soakers 


appeared:
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Invention adventure


Developing and testing inventions can be quite an adventure. For example, 


when Otto Lilienthal launched his first glider with himself as test pilot, he 


must have felt REALLY adventurous:


Sometimes, the adventures happen a bit later – like Zheng He’s use of a 


compass on his groundbreaking voyages of exploration (see page 10–13), 


or the radio-powered pursuit of the murderer Dr Crippen (page 28–33).


Amazing how?


New inventions can be amazing  


in different ways. They might  


be amazingly useful, like  


light bulbs or bicycles. They might 


be amazing because they are so 


surprising, like the first radios. 


They can even be amazingly 


stupid, like the phone-answering 


robot. This never really caught 


on – maybe because it couldn’t 


actually speak, so all it did was 


stand there, silently …


Also, a bit 


worried.


Otto Lilienthal


Hello? 


HELLO?
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You might think trying to invent a flying machine is brave – or perhaps a 


teeny bit stupid. But whatever else it is, it’s definitely adventurous!


Is that flying 


though?


More floating, 


really.


WOO!


WAAA!


What’s in it 


for me?


You’ll be 


famous.*


WHO-O-AAH!


No WAY I’m 


getting in 


that.


Where’s your 


sense of 


adventure?


1890s: Otto Lilienthal invents a  


better glider.


1849: George Cayley builds a glider – 


all he needs is a test pilot.


Otto makes nearly 2,000 flights.


Unfortunately, in 1896 he crashes 


and is killed.


The glider does actually fly.


1480s: Leonardo da Vinci designs 


an ‘ornithopter’ … 


… but his idea never takes off.


1783: humans fly for the first time.


The Wright brothers fly high*


Otto Lilienthal


Glider  



number 11  



(his favourite)


Flying. 


A bit.


*Eventually.


Balloon invented by 


Montgolfier brothers


*He wouldn’t.
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