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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
      

      
      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
      

      
      Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
      

      
      Princess Halimeda: Prince Alleric’s sister
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      King Humbert: The king who once ruled Casket Island and who married Princess Halimeda
      

      
      Mahoot: Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: Gunner’s bosun
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      
      Scarface: A devious pirate and one of Gunner’s new crew members
      

      
      Slicer: Gunner’s cook
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes that once belonged to Vicious Victor
      

      
      Slitgut: A fearsome pirate who captains the ship The Enemy

      
      Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a ship called The Siren

      
      Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s first mate
      

      
      Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and stole the magical sword that belonged to Prince Alleric.
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      The Pewter Box

      
      ‘As soon as Hally gets here we’ll go,’ said Alleric Breas, unlocking an old sea trunk in his attic. ‘Dragon Blood Islands
         here we come!’
      

      
      Snakeboot, a white, three-legged cat, leapt from the shadows and rubbed against the trunk, eager to get inside.

      
      ‘Do you think Captain Gunner will take us to Dragon Island this time?’ asked Owen Seabrook, Al’s best friend. ‘We need to find the magical words to your sabre.’
      

      
      ‘He’s not called Gunner for nothing,’ replied Al, looking worried. ‘He always says he’s gunner do stuff and then doesn’t.’

      
      Hally, Al’s sister, flounced into the attic and twirled, showing off her princess dress. She stared at the boys’ pirate clothes.

      
      ‘What a mess!’ she cried. ‘Your clothes are falling apart!’

      
      Al inspected several tears in his jacket and a scorch mark on his breeches. ‘We had a lot of trouble on our last visit to
         the islands,’ he admitted. ‘There has to be a sewing kit in here somewhere. We’ll try to patch them up before we go.’
      

      
      The boys began rummaging through the boxes stacked against the walls of the attic, removing old hats, shoes and tools. At
         the bottom of a cardboard carton, Al came across a black-and-white photo lying on top of an unusual pewter box.
      

      
      ‘It’s our grandfather, Hally,’ said Al, holding it up to show the others.

      
      ‘He looks really familiar,’ said Owen, frowning. Then his face lit up with recognition. ‘Remember when we were in Alleric
         Castle and we saw a portrait of Prince Alleric holding the Dragon Blood Sabre? It’s the same person!’
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      Al stared at the photo in shock. ‘You’re right!’ he said. ‘I was so busy looking at the sabre in the portrait that I didn’t
         realise. If I’m Prince Alleric’s grandson, then the sabre really is mine!’
      

      
      ‘But how did Prince Alleric get to the twentieth century?’ asked Owen.

      
      ‘Could he have used the sea trunk?’ suggested Hally.

      
      ‘I guess so,’ Al replied, ‘but we’ll probably never know.’ He turned his attention to the pewter box. ‘I wonder if this belonged
         to Grandpa, too?’
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