
      
      
         [image: Cover Image]



      
   

Copyright

LOTHIAN

A Lothian Children’s Book

Published in Australia and New Zealand in 2009

by Hachette Australia

(an imprint of Hachette Australia Pty Limited)

Level 17, 207 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000

www.hachette.com.au

Text copyright © Dan Jerris 2009

Illustrations copyright © Rory Walker 2009

This book is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be stored or reproduced by any process without prior written permission. Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

A CIP catalogue record of this book is available from the National Library of Australia.

978 0 7344 1119 8

978 0 7344 1232 4 (ebook edition)

Cover design by Christa Moffitt, Christabella Designs
Skull, crossbones and ragged parchment image
© Brendon De Suza




      

      [image: image]

      
      · SLITGUT AND THE
 EMERALD EYES ·

      
      DAN JERRIS

      
      Illustrations by Rory Walker
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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who ran the brigantine The Revenge until his untimely death in the jaws of Greeny Jack
      

      
      Flash Johnny: Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
      

      
      Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
      

      
      Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
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      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Mahoot: Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: Gunner’s bosun
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      
      Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun; a huge pirate with a ring through his nose
      

      
      Slicer: Gunner’s cook
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes that once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor
      

      
      Captain Slitgut: A fearsome pirate who recently arrived in the Dragon Blood Islands with his ship, The Enemy

      
      Snotty Nell: A one-eyed pirate who sails a new ship called The Siren

      
      Velvetfoot: A frightening pirate who used to transform his crew into zombies before his gruesome death. He left behind a cave full of
         treasure.
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      The Sea Trunk in the Attic

      
      ‘Dad, what else do you know about Grandfather’s sea trunk in the attic?’ asked Al Breas.
      

      
      Al’s dad shuffled the plans on his desk, looking distracted.

      
      ‘Nothing really,’ he replied. ‘Your grandfather got it after he left his old home on some foreign island.’

      
      ‘Anything else?’ asked Al. ‘Like, where it was made?’
      

      
      ‘Al, I don’t have time for this,’ grumbled his dad. ‘I really only remember him making up stories. He had a big imagination.
         He said the trunk was magic and it helped him fly to pirate land. I never believed a word.’
      

      
      Al’s dad turned his attention back to the plans in front of him. ‘Sorry Al, but I have to get back to work. I need to have
         this finished by the end of the week.’
      

      
      Al left his father and went to the kitchen, where a white, three-legged cat wrapped himself around Al’s legs and meowed loudly.

      
      ‘So, Snakeboot,’ said Al. ‘Do you think it’s time we went to pirate land?’
      

      
      The cat purred in answer, just as a knock came from the back door. Al opened it, and was pleased to see his best friend, Owen Seabrook.
      

      
      ‘Are you ready to go back to the Dragon Blood Islands?’ said Owen, smiling with anticipation.

      
      The boys made their way up to the attic. Snakeboot leapt onto the lid of an old sea trunk, while Al and Owen quickly dressed
         in pirate clothes.
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      Al picked up a magnificent sabre with a ruby as big as a duck’s egg in the handle.
      

      
      ‘The Dragon Blood Sabre!’ breathed Owen.

      
      ‘And the amazing Scabbard of Invincibility,’ added Al, as he buckled a silver scabbard with four black diamonds around his
         waist and slotted the sabre safely inside. ‘Nothing can hurt us while we have these. Now we’re ready to join Captain Gunner
         and find out if he took Velvetfoot’s treasure back to Sabre Island.’
      

      
      ‘I wonder what Gunner did with Blacktooth’s crew?’ said Owen.

      
      ‘I guess we’ll find out,’ said Al, wishing Owen hadn’t reminded him of the pirate who had almost drowned him. If it hadn’t
         been for Greeny Jack, the huge shark that swam around the Dragon Blood Islands, Blacktooth would have stolen the Scabbard
         of Invincibility and killed Al. Now Blacktooth was dead, Captain Gunner had a boatload of treasure and Blacktooth’s crew was
         captured.
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