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About the author


Alan Graham is a lecturer in mathematics education at the Open University, where he has worked for over 30 years. His particular interest is statistics, and he has written a number of books and OU courses in this and other mathematics-related fields. He has given numerous workshops and lectures to teachers on a variety of themes including calculators, spreadsheets and statistics.


As a teacher, Alan’s philosophy is based on the belief that most statistics textbooks are too hard, largely because of the unrealistic expectations of many authors. This book focuses on the key concepts and principles rather than on the technical side of statistics. It will provide you with a straightforward summary of what statistics is all about.


Originally from County Tyrone in Northern Ireland, Alan is keen on music and plays guitar and tin whistle.




Introduction


For most people, the word statistics conjures up working with numbers and doing calculations. Well, accuracy in calculation is certainly important, but these days machines can take care of this side of things. With cheap but powerful calculators and computers around, the job of humans like you is to have a clear sense of what you want to do with your data so that you can set the machine to do the correct calculation and then interpret the answer sensibly. Actually, it is the thinking and understanding that are key here, rather than the mindless number-crunching that was a feature of statistics courses in the past.


The main aim of this book is to provide you with a short, accurate and friendly overview of the big ideas of statistics. You may choose to study it either at the end of a course on statistics as a revision of the key points or as an introduction to your statistical studies so that you can anticipate what’s coming. Building on an understanding of these ideas, you will quickly become more confident about handling statistical information (e.g. using percentages, tables, charts, and so on). Not only will this help you to grasp what is being said when figures are used, but you should also be better able to protect yourself when scam-merchants try to take you for a ride!
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