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THE GLOBAL HEROES ARE A GROUP OF CHILDREN FROM AROUND THE WORLD, RECRUITED BY THE MYSTERIOUS BILLIONAIRE, MASON ASH. FROM THE BEEHIVE, THEIR TOP SECRET ISLAND HEADQUARTERS, THEY USE THEIR SPECIAL SKILLS TO HELP PROTECT THE FUTURE OF THE EARTH AND EVERYTHING THAT LIVES ON IT.










CHAPTER ONE


RAINING AGAIN
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Rainwater was pouring from the roof of the Beehive, the Global Heroes’ top secret headquarters. Fernanda was watching it through the window, hoping it might show signs of stopping. After a while, she let out a sigh and went to sit on the sofa. Ling was watching a television programme about rising water levels around the world.


“Can we watch something else?” Fernanda asked. “I’m fed up with all this water. I want to go out and get some fresh air.”


Mo, Keira and Ronan were playing a board game at the table.


“You could take an umbrella,” suggested Mo.


“I don’t think that would be much help,” said Keira. “Have you seen what it’s like out there?”


[image: images]


“The valley is almost completely flooded,” said Ronan. “I’ve never seen so much water.”


“Professor Darwin says the river’s burst its banks,” Ling told them. “It’s a good job the Beehive stands so high above the ground, or we’d be flooded too.”


“That sounds like fun,” said Mo. “We could swim from one room to the next.”


Just then, the Beehive’s alarm began to ring.


“A mission!” cried Fernanda, jumping up excitedly. “I wonder what it could be?”


“I think Professor Darwin’s in the control pod,” said Ronan. “We’d better head over there to find out what’s going on.”
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The control pod was the Beehive’s hi-tech hub. It was from there that all the Global Heroes’ missions were coordinated.
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Television screens relayed up-to-date news from around the world. Radios monitored global communications and satellite systems kept an eye on the planet’s weather.


Fernanda and the rest of the team found Professor Darwin sitting in front of a huge television screen, talking to Mason Ash.


Mason was the billionaire leader of the Global Heroes, but other than that, none of them knew much about him. They didn’t even know what he looked like.


“Hi, Professor. Hi, Mason,” said Ronan, as they walked into the room.


“Ah! There you are,” replied Mason, from the screen. “Take a seat and I’ll tell you what’s going on.”


As usual, the man was sitting in the shadows of his office. All they could see of him was a silhouette.


“What is it, Mason?” asked Ling, sinking into a comfy chair.


“I hope it’s a mission,” said Fernanda.


“It is a mission, Fernanda. And you’ll be happy to hear, you’re one of the team that’s going on it,” replied Mason. “Mo, I want you to go too.”


“Great!” Mo replied. “But what is the mission?”


The picture on the television screen suddenly changed. Now, they were looking at a busy street, though with all the brown muddy water flowing down it, it looked more like a river. The street was full of people, all heading in the same direction. There were men, women, and children. And all of them were carrying things in their arms or balanced on their heads.
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“These people had to leave their homes in a hurry,” Mason Ash explained. “As you can see, they’re carrying as many of their belongings as they can.”


“But why have they left their homes?” asked Ronan.
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Professor Darwin explained that the street they were looking at was in Madagascar. The northwest coast of the island had recently been struck by severe flooding.


“Thousands of people have had to abandon their homes,” she said. “And the water levels are still rising, so things are going to get worse before they get better.”


“That’s awful,” said Fernanda. “Are we going to go in and help them?”
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“The government are helping the people as best they can. It’s animals that need our help,” said Mason. “That’s why I want Mo on this mission. His knowledge of animals and living things will be very useful.”


“Thanks, Mason,” said Mo. “I can’t wait to get started.”


“You’ll be assisting a mobile vet,” Mason told them. “That’s why I want you there too, Fernanda. Your medical knowledge will be a great help.”


“Lots of people have had to leave their animals behind,” explained Professor Darwin. “There are thousands of farm animals, pets and even wild animals. You need to help them escape from the rising flood waters.”


Mason explained that the rest of the team would be giving essential support and backup from the Beehive. Ling was to provide environmental information and Keira would follow the team’s progress using the GPS tracking system. It would be Ronan’s job to use his skills to monitor rising water levels and calculate the best possible escape routes.


“There’s just one more thing,” said Mason, as they were about to leave. “Make sure you keep your eyes open and your wits about you. You might not be alone out there.”


“You mean the Evilooters?” asked Fernanda.


“Surely those criminals can’t have anything to do with the flooding,” said Mo.


“Perhaps not,” said Mason Ash. “But as we’ve discovered, whenever there’s an ecological disaster, the Evilooters are never far away. Remember … they are always looking for a way to make money and they don’t care how much damage they do to the planet in the process.”


“Well, what are you waiting for?” said Professor Darwin. “The world clock is counting. You’ve got 48 hours to complete your mission.”
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