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INTRODUCTION

The mere mention of Louis Vuitton evokes thoughts

of luxury, elegance and timeless style. The French

designer was a visionary pioneer, and the story of his

iconic brand – from its humble beginnings to the global

powerhouse that it is today – is a remarkable one that

spans generations.

Hailing from the Jura region of eastern France, Louis

was orphaned at the age of 10. At 13, he left home on

foot to find his fortune in Paris. Working odd jobs along

the way, he reached the city in 1837, where he became

an apprentice to respected trunk maker Monsieur

Maréchal. He quickly excelled, earning a reputation for

an impeccable attention to detail – a quality that would

set him apart from his contemporaries.

In 1854, Louis finally branched out on his own and

opened his first packaging and trunk-making service in

Paris. His name soon became associated with innovation

and luxury, and his products were highly sought after.

As the brand continued to grow, the designer’s son,

Georges Ferréol Vuitton, took over the running of the
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company, introducing the iconic Monogram Canvas

that established the Vuitton brand and feel that remains

to this day.

Revitalized, and now a global brand, Louis Vuitton

would eventually launch into fashion and establish itself

as a leader in luxury goods in Europe, producing high-

end handbags, wallets and purses.

Passed through the generations from father to son,

and overseen by iconic designers such as Marc Jacobs,

Virgil Abloh and the newly appointed Pharrell Williams,

the brand has continued to thrive. From the impeccable

craftsmanship of its iconic trunks to the ever-evolving

collections that push the boundaries of style, the

fashion house has retained its edge without losing its

classic appeal.

Whether you are a fashion enthusiast, a collector

or simply intrigued by the world of luxury, this book will

take you on a delightful journey into the captivating

world of Louis Vuitton. Packed full of fascinating facts

and carefully curated quotes, it’s a rich celebration of

the brand that forever changed fashion history.
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THE JOURNEY

BEGINS

LOUIS VUITTON’S AMBITION

COULD ONLY BE SATISFIED

BY LEAVING HIS HUMBLE LIFE IN

EASTERN FRANCE AND SETTING

OUT TO FIND HIS FORTUNE

IN PARIS. THE 13-YEAR-OLD

MADE THE JOURNEY ON FOOT,

A DISTANCE OF ALMOST

300 MILES...
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THE JOURNEY BEGINS

Louis Vuitton was born on

4 August 1821, in Anchay, a small

working-class village in the east of

France. His father, Xavier Vuitton,

was a farmer and his mother,

Coronne Gaillard – who died when

he was 10 – a miller and part-time

hat-maker.
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The Vuitton family were a

mix of carpenters, artisans and

farmers, all good with their

hands in one form or another,

and Louis quickly learned skills

from those around him.

But he also had a naturally

artistic eye that set him apart

from his contemporaries.
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After tragically losing both parents

and failing to settle with his

adoptive family, Louis left home

and between the ages of 13 and 15

steadily made his way to Paris from

his home in the Jura department of

eastern France. He took odd jobs,

many with craftsmen and artisans, to

pay for food and took shelter where

and when he could find it, all the

while improving his embryonic craft.

THE JOURNEY BEGINS
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LOUIS VUITTON: STYLE TO LIVE BY

Louis had learned from a number

of craftsmen and artisans along his

journey, and upon arrival in Paris in

1837, he became an apprentice to

the highly respected box-maker and

packer Monsieur Maréchal.
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Louis impressed Maréchal with

the skills he had already learned

and, under the watchful eye of

his meticulous and highly skilled

employer, honed his style and

remained in situ for the next

17 years, gaining a reputation as

one of the best in his field in the

French capital.

THE JOURNEY BEGINS
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LOUIS VUITTON: STYLE TO LIVE BY

Maréchal’s workshop on Rue Saint-

Honoré was a stone’s throw from

the luxurious shops and boulevards

of the glamorous centre of Paris

– something that beguiled Louis,

who was inspired by the fashionable
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