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Shh! Listen carefully. Can you hear any chirps 


or tweets? Now look into the sky. Can you spot 


anything fluttering, flying or soaring? Maybe, 


maybe not. But wherever you’re reading this, 


it’s VERY likely there are birds close by.


A world of 


wings


Birds are found in almost every corner of our planet, from 


cities to rainforests, beaches to mountains, ice plains to 


deserts. There are more than 10,000 diff erent bird species 



on Earth. They swoop over rooftops, peck around parks 


and glide across oceans. Each one is a little miracle. 















But did you know that every single bird – every pigeon, 


every penguin, every chicken and hawk – is actually a 


real-life DINOSAUR?


Hang on, though. Dinosaurs are extinct! Or are they . . . ?



It’s true that most dinosaurs WERE wiped out 


66ɱmillionɱyearsago, but some survived – and they’re 



still living among us. In fact, you might be able to see a 



fl ock of small dinosaurs right now. You might even have a 



dinosaur-feeder outside your window! Because when you’re 


looking at a bird, you’re looking at a living dinosaur.
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Birds come in countless different sizes, shapes 


and colours. Some are tiny, others are titanic. 


Some pull worms from the garden, others pluck 


fish from the sea. Some waddle across farmyards, 


others soar over deserts. They can weigh as little 


as a playing card or as much as a park bench.


 


What makes 


a bird? 


Fi ve amazing birds


2. Arcti c tern 


Every year, this small bird 


migrates all the way from the 


top of the world to the bottom 


– and back again!


1. Bar-headed goo se 



This striped waterbird is 


strong enough to fl y over 



the Himalayas, the highest 


mountain range in the world.  
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Despite this variety, all birds, no matter the species, have things in common. They all hatch 


from eggs, they all have backbones and beaks, feathers and wings. And like mammals, 


they’re all warm-blooded. Birds also bring beauty to our world, fi lling the outdoors with 



life, colour and song. But above all, they’re HUGELY important to life on Earth. 


And here’s the most remarkable thing of all. Birds have been here for tens of 



millions of years – far longer than us humans. Strange as it sounds, today’s swifts 



and sparrows are descended from prehistoric creatures that nested in the Jurassic 


hills. So, let’s unfurl our wings, travel back in time and fi nd out more . . . 



3. Golden eagle 



This powerful bird 


of prey is a majestic 


sight, gliding like 


royalty above the 
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