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Welcome to Mrs. Z’s Class!




Hi, Reader!


You’re about to meet the amazing kids in Mrs. Z’s third-grade class at Curiosity Academy.


Throughout the series (and the school year!) you’ll meet students who each have a secret of their own. As you discover their stories, you’ll get to know their greatest fears, their most embarrassing moments, and the quiet hopes they carry in their hearts.


From hilarious talent show disasters and recess dilemmas to math quizzes and schoolyard secrets, the kids in Mrs. Z’s class are full of honesty, energy, and hilarious hijinks. You can read the books in any order; just be sure you don’t miss any, because you’re going to love getting to know all the students!


Curiously yours,


Kate Messner
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For the whole Hosein family














Meet The Kids in Mrs. Z’s Class!
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Ayana
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Fia
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Lucy
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Mars
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Olive
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Poppy
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Rohan
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Ruthie
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Sebastian
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Steven
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Synclaire
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Theo
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Thunder
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Wyatt




















Chapter 1 Something in the Air


It was snowing!


Since Fia Hosein moved to Peppermint Falls from Trinidad and Tobago, she had been waiting and waiting for a big snowfall. Her whole family moved there last summer. They watched as the trees dropped their leaves in the fall. They felt the air turn sharp and cold in the winter. But so far, there had been no real snow. The first powdery snowflakes got Fia and her brother, Leo, excited. They went out hoping for heaps of snow to play with, but that snow had disappeared as soon as it landed on anything.


Today was different. Finally, the snow was coming down in thick drifts that made cloud mountains all over town. Even better, it meant Fia and Leo had a day off from school! A snow day! This was what Fia had been waiting for. It was the biggest difference between living in the Caribbean and living in the United States.


“Come on!” Ayana called. Ayana was one of Fia’s new friends at Curiosity Academy. She was going to show Fia the hill where kids sledded. Fia didn’t have a sled, so she and Leo were going to take turns with Ayana and her little brother, Joel. Leo and Joel pumped their little legs, dragging the sled behind them through the powder. Ayana and Fia followed, leaving plenty of room for the boys to feel like they were winning a race.


“Do they know where they’re going?” Fia asked.


“Joel does,” Ayana said. “He’s been waiting for this moment all winter!”


“Me too!” Fia said. Her eyes were big and bright. She could not wait to experience her first time sledding.


They climbed the hill that looked over Birch Park. Several gentle mounds cupped around the park, and a bike trail snaked through them. The trail was almost completely covered, and kids slid down each mound, zipping across the trail, leaving tracks.
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Fia spotted several friends from school. They were either mid-slide or waiting their turn to go down. Poppy skidded down on a round sled. When she got up, she dusted snow off her puffy yellow overalls. The overalls, Fia learned, were called a snow bib. It made her giggle, because she thought that only babies wore bibs. Lots of the words she knew in Trinidad had different meanings here. Sometimes it was hard to get used to.


Another kid squealed as she slid to a stop almost right on top of Poppy.


Fia bit her lip. She was excited, but a little worried, too. “That seems fast.”


“I can go with you the first time if you want,” Ayana offered.


Fia shook her head. “I’ll have to go with Leo. He’ll be scared.”


Just then, Leo and Joel roared with excitement as they piled onto Ayana’s sled. Fia’s eyebrows shot up in surprise.


“I do not think Leo is afraid,” Ayana said, laughing.


Fia smiled. “I guess not!”


“Us first!” Joel declared.


“Mind your fingers!” Fia warned.


Ayana showed Leo where to hold on. “Ready?” she asked. The boys nodded.


“Go, go, go!” Joel shouted.


“Are you sure?” Fia asked. “Because it looks like there’s a smaller slope on the other si—” Before she finished, Joel had pushed them off the lip of the hill and they went sliding down. The sled slowed to a stop. Then the boys tumbled out and rolled in the snow as if they’d been thrown. They were covered like powdered doughnuts.


Fia had seen her brother sprinkled like this before. Back in Trinidad, every time they went to the beach, Leo got covered head to foot in fine, powdery sand. “I guess they enjoyed that,” she said, rolling her eyes.


Ayana chuckled. “Yup!” Ayana looked at Fia in a way that made her curious.


“What is it?” Fia asked.


“Your voice,” Ayana said. “It sounds a little different today.”


Fia cleared her throat. Was she catching a cold? She didn’t feel sick or anything. Ayana went down the slope to help the boys bring the sled back up.


“Are you okay?” Olive asked. She was sitting in a sled next to a tree, knitting. Olive was often knitting something.


“I think so,” Fia said. “Ayana thought my voice sounded strange.”


Olive’s nose scrunched as she looked at Fia. “Not strange,” she said. “But you don’t sound like you did when you started the school year.”


Fia’s stomach did a flip. “What do you mean?” she asked.


“You sound like one of us now,” Olive said. “Less…Trini.”
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