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About the author


George Orwell (whose real name w
as Eric Blair) w
as born in India in 1
903. His father 
w
as a ci
vil servant there, but his wife returned to England in 1
904 with George and his 
older sister
. George w
as educated at a preparatory sc
hool and then at Eton College. In 
1
922, af
ter failing to get into uni
ver
sity
, he went to Burma (now Myanmar), where he 
served in the police force for fi
ve year
s.
When he returned to England, he travelled and li
ved among the poorest people in the 
country while writing and teac
hing. In the 1
930s, he went to fight for the communist 
side in the Spanish Ci
vil 
W
ar
, where he w
as shot and wounded. It w
as his time in 
Spain that made him turn ag
ainst communism. 
Animal F
arm
 describes what he saw 
as the betrayal of the R
ussian R
ev
olution by its leader
s.
T
ow
ards the end of his life, Orwell li
ved on the S
cot
tish island of J
ura with his second 
wife. One of his other most famous books, 
Nineteen Eighty
-F
our
, w
as published 
shor
tly before he died, in J
anuary 1
950.

Hist



or



ical cont



ext


George Orwell wrote 
Animal F
arm
 in 1
944 and the no
vel w
as published in 1
945. 
During that time he would have been experiencing the S
econd 
W
orld 
W
ar
, whic
h 
lasted from 1
939 to 1
945. 
Although the no
vel w
as writ
ten as an allegory of the 1
91
7 
R
ussian R
ev
olution, it w
as also a response to the political climate of the time when it 
w
as writ
ten, and some of the social issues that were present then and continue even 
today
. Orwell displayed his literary skills by using animals to satirise historical figures 
and to comment on the social oppression that citiz
ens faced as a result of political 
manipulation and authoritarian go
vernments. 
At this point you must be wondering wh
y Orwell would highlight the R
ussian 
R
ev
olution. One can argue that Orwell uses the events of the Fir
st 
W
orld 
W
ar as a 
cautionary tale to highlight what might happen during the S
econd 
W
orld 
W
ar
. 
The Fir
st 
W
orld 
W
ar star
ted during 1
91
4; at this time 
Tsar Nic
holas (an authoritarian king) w
as 
go
verning R
ussia. 
The 
Tsar
’
s inability to manage R
ussia resulted in appalling social and 
economic conditions for its people, whic
h led to widespread hunger and starvation. 
Af
ter being pro
v
ok
ed by the actions of the police, the citiz
ens of the country rebelled in 
Marc
h 1
91
7
. 
This rebellion became known as the R
ussian R
ev
olution of 1
91
7
.
Vladimir L
enin, L
eon 
T
rotsk
y and J
oseph Stalin were k
ey figures in the R
ussian 
R
ev
olution. L
enin, a leading rev
olutionary
, died in 1
924. F
ollowing his death, 
T
rotsk
y 
and Stalin both became leader
s. However
, the men were ri
vals as well because 
they had dif
ferent views as to how R
ussia should be go
verned. 
T
rotsk
y leaned tow
ards 
a socialist system of go
vernment, whereas Stalin prefer
red a more authoritarian 
communist system. 
These dif
fering political views resulted in a power struggle whic
h 
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v
ended with Stalin expelling 
T
rotsk
y from R
ussia in 1
927
. 
T
rotsk
y w
as banished and in 
1
928 Stalin instituted his fi
ve-year plan to go
vern the country
.
Under Stalin
’
s leader
ship, the R
ussian people experienced man
y social and economic 
hardships. His system of go
vernance has of
ten been described as one that ter
rorised 
its citiz
ens. S
oon the R
ussian people forgot wh
y they had rev
olted in the fir
st place 
because of Stalin
’
s use of propag
anda and political manipulation. 
All of these 
experiences are highlighted by Orwell in 
Animal F
arm
. 
This powerful text is still 
relevant today because it highlights the impact of political leader
ship on the li
ves of 
citiz
ens, as well as how go
vernment can control and manipulate the masses.
Af
ter reading this text, it is suggested that you highlight the lessons you have learned 
and how these lessons are relevant today
, more than seven decades af
ter the no
vel 
w
as fir
st published.
Introduction
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vi

Plot o



v



erview



Sequence of ev



ents



Chapter 1


●
Old Major gi
ves a rousing political speec
h about the exploitation of the farm 
animals by humans.

Chapter 2


Three days later
●
Old Major dies.
Midsummer
’
s eve
●
The animals rebel.
●
Animalism and the S
even Commandments are introduced.

Chapter 3


●
At
tempts to educate the animals are star
ted.
●
Animal commit
tees are formed.
●
Napoleon star
ts to train J
essie and Bluebell’
s puppies.
●
The milk and apples disappear
.

Chapter 4


Late summer
●
J
ones tries to recapture the farm in the Bat
tle of the Cowshed.

Chapter 5


Winter
●
Mollie disappear
s.
J
anuary
●
Snowball and Napoleon bat
tle o
ver the plans for the windmill.
●
Napoleon at
tac
ks Snowball with his nine guard dogs. Snowball barely escapes.
●
Squealer is sent to discredit Snowball’
s contributions to the farm.

Chapter 6


August
●
Napoleon increases the working hour
s of the animals on the farm.
●
W
ork on the windmill star
ts.
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vii
●
Mr
. 
Wh
ymper is employed to conduct business with humans on behalf of  
Animal F
arm.
●
The commandments star
t to be rewrit
ten, star
ting with the F
our
th Commandment.
●
The windmill is destroyed.
●
Claims are made that Snowball is still visiting the farm and that he destroyed  
the windmill.

Chapter 7


Winter
●
The animals are rebuilding the windmill.
J
anuary
●
There are food shor
tages and the hens rebel.
Early spring
●
There are rumour
s that Snowball is still visiting the farm, as well as being in 
collusion with the humans – namely F
rederic
k.
●
Napoleon honour
s himself with various medals for his bravery
.
●
Animals are executed because of claims that they are either working with or are 
influenced by Snowball.

Chapter 8


A few days later
●
The Sixth Commandment is c
hanged.
●
Minimus writes a poem celebrating Napoleon.
Autumn
●
The windmill is finally finished.
●
F
rederic
k and his men at
tac
k and destroy the windmill.
●
Although the animals cannot save the windmill, they are able to retain control of 
the farm.
A couple of days later
●
The pigs star
t drinking alcohol that they find in the farmhouse.
●
Squealer is found passed out drunk in the big barn, with a paint-brush and a pot of 
paint. 
Days later
●
The Fif
th Commandment is found to have been c
hanged.
Plot o
verview
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viii

Chapter 9


Winter
●
The animals star
t to rebuild the windmill.
April
●
Animal F
arm is declared a republic. Napoleon is elected president.
Summer
●
Bo
xer is injured and tak
en to the slaughterhouse.
Three days later
●
Squealer announces that Bo
xer died at the hospital.

Chapter 1



0


Y
ear
s later
●
The animals are older and the conditions on the farm are wor
se.
●
All the commandments are reduced to a single commandment.
●
The pigs are more human than animal.
A week later
●
The neighbouring farmer
s visit the farm to admire Napoleon
’
s dominance and 
control of the other animals.
Plot o
verview
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ix

Set



ting


The no
vel 
Animal F
arm
 is set in England on a fictitious farm. 
Y
ou might wonder wh
y 
Orwell would set a story about the R
ussian R
ev
olution in England and not R
ussia. 
In selecting England as the set
ting for the no
vel, Orwell w
as skillfully highlighting 
the political climate of the S
econd 
W
orld 
W
ar
. 
At the same time, he w
as cautioning 
everyone that using political rhetoric to control and abuse the citiz
ens of a country can 
happen an
ywhere, not just in R
ussia.

W



eather/P



assage of time


In the no
vel, Orwell uses the passage of time and the weather as k
ey components 
in telling the story
. 
The hardships the animals face mir
ror the seasons of the year
, 
especially in winter
. Eac
h winter brings a bit
ter climate that mimics the bit
terness of 
the li
ves of the animals (see Chapter 7). 
The oppressi
ve nature of winter highlights the 
oppression of the animals
’ experience and shows the reader a visual picture of the 
animals
’ struggle for survi
val.
Eac
h c
hapter is presented o
ver dif
ferent days, months and seasons, culminating in 
year
s. 
This structure enables us to see the ev
olution of the situation on the farm. 
The 
impact of authoritarian go
vernance on the animals throughout the year
s is a c
hilling 
w
ak
e-up call to the ef
fect of dictator
ship on citiz
ens.

Emotional climate


Orwell carefully craf
ts the set
ting of the no
vel so that the emotional climate becomes 
progressi
vely dark
er
.  
The no
vel star
ts out in pain and suf
fering under J
ones
’
s rule; 
but af
ter the rebellion, there is hope and joy
. 
The emotional climate on the farm 
is light and hopeful. 
There is unity with everyone working together
. However
, life 
gets progressi
vely harder
. 
There is still hope until it becomes apparent in Chapter 
6 that compassion, reason and democratic dialogue have been banished with the 
executions. F
ear and mistrust become the order of the day until the bleakness of 
Chapter 1
0. 
The o
verall emotional tone of the c
hapter showcases animals who are 
bat
tered and dev
oid of hope. It almost seems lik
e the no
vel has come full circle, 
ending just as it beg
an. 
What are your thoughts about the set
ting?
Plot o
verview
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x

Cast of c



har



act



ers



Major c



har



act



ers


Old Major
An old pig who has a 
vision of the future
Snowball
An intelligent pig and 
a ri
val of Napoleon
Boxer
A very strong, but 
simple car
thor
se
Clover
A kind and caring 
mare
Benjamin
A cynical donk
ey and 
friend of Bo
xer
Napoleon
A ruthless pig who 
becomes leader of 
Animal F
arm
Squealer
A small, plump, 
talk
ati
ve pig
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xi

Minor c



har



act



ers


Mollie
A silly
, vain hor
se
Mr
. Jones
The drunk
en owner of 
Manor F
arm
Mr
. Frederick
of Pinc
hfield F
arm
Mr
. Whymper
A solicitor
Muriel
A clever goat
Bluebell and Jessica
F
arm dogs
Moses
Mr
. J
ones
’
s tame raven
Minimus
A pig who writes 
poetry
Mr
. Pilkington
of F
o
xwood F
arm
Cast of c
haracter
s
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2

Chapt



er 1


Old Major tells the animals to prepare for a rebellion ag
ainst humans. He gi
ves them a 
set of rules and a song to sing about a land without human beings.
Mr. Jones, of the Manor F
arm, 
had lock
ed the hen-houses for 
the night, but w
as too drunk 
to r
emember to shut the 
pop-
holes
. W
ith the ring of light 
fr
om his lantern dancing fr
om 
side to side, he lur
ched acr
oss 
the yar
d, kicking off his boots 
at the back door, dr
ew himself 
a last glass of beer fr
om the 
barr
el in the scullery, and made 
his w
a
y up to bed, wher
e  
Mr
s. Jones w
as alr
ead
y snoring.
As soon as the light in the bedr
oom w
ent out 
ther
e w
as a stirring and a fluttering all thr
ough 
the farm buildings. W
or
d had gone r
ound 
during the da
y that old Major, the prize Middle 
White boar, had had a str
ange dr
eam on the 
pr
evious night and wished to communicate it to 
the other animals.
pop-holes 
– small door
s for hens
Think about it
n
What is your ﬁr
st impression of Mr
. J
ones? How good a farmer do you think he is?
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3
Chapter 1
At one end of the big barn, on a sor
t of raised platform, Major w
as already ensconced
 
on his bed of straw
, under a lantern whic
h hung from a beam. He w
as twelve year
s
 
old and had lately grown rather stout, but he w
as still a majestic-looking pig, with a
 
wise and benev
olent appearance in spite of the fact that his tushes had never been cut.
 
Before long the other animals beg
an to ar
ri
ve and mak
e themselves comfor
table af
ter
 
their dif
ferent fashions. Fir
st came the three dogs, Bluebell, J
essie, and Pinc
her
, and
 
then the pigs, who set
tled down in the straw immediately in front of the platform. 
The
 
hens perc
hed themselves on the window
-sills, the pigeons ﬂut
tered up to the raf
ter
s,
 
the sheep and cows lay down behind the pigs and beg
an to c
hew the cud. 
The two car
t-
hor
ses, Bo
xer and Clo
ver
, came in together
, w
alking very slowly and set
ting down their
 
vast hairy hoofs with great care lest there should be some small animal concealed in
 
the straw
. Clo
ver w
as a stout motherly mare approac
hing middle life, who had never
 
quite got her ﬁgure bac
k af
ter her four
th foal. B
o
x
e
r
 
w
a
s
 
a
n
 
e
n
o
r
m
o
u
s
 
b
e
a
s
t
,
 
n
e
a
r
l
y
 
eighteen hands high, and as strong as an
y two ordinary hor
ses put together
. 
A white 
stripe down his nose g
ave him a somewhat stupid appearance, and in fact he w
as 
not of ﬁr
st-rate intelligence, but he w
as uni
ver
sally respected for his steadiness of 
c
haracter and tremendous power
s of work. 
Af
ter the hor
ses came Muriel, the white 
goat, and Benjamin, the donk
ey
. Benjamin w
as the oldest animal on the farm, and 
the wor
st tempered. He seldom talk
ed, and when he did, it w
as usually to mak
e some 
cynical remark – for instance, he would say that God had gi
ven him a tail to k
eep the 
ﬂies of
f
, but that he would sooner have had no tail and no ﬂies. 
Alone among the 
animals on the farm he never laughed. If ask
ed wh
y
, he would say that he saw nothing 
to laugh at. Never
theless, without openly admit
ting it, he w
as dev
oted to Bo
xer; the 
two of them usually spent their Sundays together in the small paddoc
k beyond the 
orc
hard, grazing side by side and never speaking.
It had been agr
eed that they 
should all meet in the big barn as 
soon as Mr. Jones w
as safely out 
of the w
a
y.
Old Major (so he w
as alw
a
ys called, 
though the name under which he had been 
exhibited w
as W
illingdon Beauty) w
as so 
highly r
egar
ded on the farm that ev
eryone 
w
as quite r
ead
y to lose an hour’
s sleep in 
or
der to hear what he had to sa
y.
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4
Chapter 1
The two hor
ses had just lain down when a brood of duc
klings, whic
h had lost their
 
mother
, ﬁled into the barn, c
heeping feebly and w
andering from side to side to ﬁnd
 
some place where they would not be trodden on. Clo
ver made a sor
t of w
all round them
 
with her great foreleg, and the duc
klings nestled down inside it and promptly fell asleep.
 
At the last moment Mollie, the foolish, pret
ty white mare who drew Mr
. J
ones
’
s 
tr
ap
, 
came mincing daintily in, c
hewing at a lump of sug
ar
. She took a place near the front
 
and beg
an ﬂir
ting her white mane, hoping to draw at
tention to the red ribbons it w
as
 
plaited with. Last of all came the cat, who look
ed round, as usual, for the w
armest place,
 
and ﬁnally squeez
ed her
self in between Bo
xer and Clo
ver; there she pur
red contentedly
 
throughout Major
’
s speec
h without listening to a word of what he w
as saying.
All the animals w
er
e no
w pr
esent except Moses, 
the tame r
a
v
en, who slept on a per
ch behind the 
back door.
Think about it
n
Wh
y has Major c
hosen this time in his life to talk to the rest of the animals?
n
Wh
y do you think Moses w
as not at the meeting?
tr
ap
 – small car
riage or car
t 
When Major sa
w that they had 
all made themselv
es comfortable 
and w
er
e w
aiting attentiv
ely, he 
clear
ed his thr
oat and began:
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Think about it
n
Major says that he will share his dream with the other
s. Can you think of other ﬁgures 
or prophets who have done this?
Comr
ades, you ha
v
e hear
d alr
ead
y about the str
ange 
dr
eam that I had last night. But I will come to the 
dr
eam later. I ha
v
e something else to sa
y fir
st.
I do not think, comr
ades, that 
I shall be with you for many 
months longer, and befor
e I 
die, I feel it my duty to pass 
on to you such wisdom as I 
ha
v
e acquir
ed.
It is about this that I wish to speak 
to you.
I ha
v
e had a long life, I ha
v
e had much time for thought as I la
y alone in my
 
stall, and I think I ma
y sa
y that I under
stand the natur
e of life on this earth as
 
w
ell as any animal no
w living.
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‘Now
, comrades, what is the nature of this life of our
s? L
et us face it: our li
ves are 
miserable, 
labor
ious
, and shor
t. 
W
e are born, we are gi
ven just so muc
h food as will 
k
eep the breath in our bodies, and those of us who are capable of it are forced to work 
to the last atom of our strength; and the very instant that our usefulness has come 
to an end we are slaughtered with hideous cruelty
. No animal in England knows the 
meaning of happiness or leisure af
ter he is a year old. No animal in England is free. 
The life of an animal is misery and slavery: that is the plain truth. 
‘But is this simply par
t of the order of nature? Is it because this land of our
s is so 
poor that it cannot af
ford a decent life to those who dwell upon it? No, comrades, 
a thousand times no! 
The soil of England is fer
tile, its climate is good, it is capable 
of af
fording food in abundance to an enormously greater number of animals than 
now inhabit it. 
This single farm of our
s would suppor
t a doz
en hor
ses, twenty cows, 
hundreds of sheep – and all of them li
ving in a comfor
t and a dignity that are now 
almost beyond our imagining. 
Wh
y then do we continue in this miserable condition? 
Because nearly the whole of the produce of our labour is stolen from us by human 
beings. 
There, comrades, is the answer to all our problems. It is summed up in a single 
word – Man. Man is the only real enem
y we have. R
emo
ve Man from the scene, and 
the root cause of hunger and o
verwork is abolished for ever
. 
‘Man is the only creature that consumes without producing. He does not gi
ve milk, he
 
does not lay eggs, he is too weak to pull the plough, he cannot run fast enough to catc
h
 
rabbits. 
Y
et he is lord of all the animals. He sets them to work, he gi
ves bac
k to them the
 
bare minimum that will prevent them from starving, and the rest he k
eeps for himself
.
 
Our labour tills the soil, our dung fer
tilises it, and yet there is not one of us that owns
 
more than his bare skin. 
Y
ou cows that I see before me, how man
y thousands of g
allons
 
of milk have you gi
ven during this past year? 
And what has happened to that milk whic
h
 
should have been breeding up sturdy calves? Every drop of it has gone down the throats
 
of our enemies. 
And you hens, how man
y eggs have you laid this year
, and how man
y
 
of those eggs ever hatc
hed into c
hic
k
ens? 
The rest have all gone to mark
et to bring in
 
money for J
ones and his men. 
And you, Clo
ver
, where are those four foals you bore,
 
who should have been the suppor
t and pleasure of your old age? Eac
h w
as sold at a
 
year old – you will never see one of them ag
ain. In return for your four conﬁnements and
 
all your labour in the ﬁeld, what have you ever had except your bare rations and a stall?
 
‘
And even the miserable li
ves we lead are not allowed to reac
h their natural span. F
or m
yself
 
I do not grumble, for I am one of the luc
k
y ones. I am twelve year
s old and have had o
ver
 
four hundred c
hildren. Suc
h is the natural life of a pig. But no animal escapes the cruel knife
 
in the end. 
Y
ou young pork
er
s who are sit
ting in front of me, every one of you will scream
 
your li
ves out at the bloc
k within a year
. 
T
o that hor
ror we all must come – cows, pigs, hens,
 
sheep, everyone. Even the hor
ses and the dogs have no bet
ter fate. 
Y
ou, Bo
xer
, the very d
a
y
 
labor
ious
 – hardworking
knac
k
er
 – someone who buys hor
ses to kill
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that those great muscles of your
s lose their power
, J
ones will sell you to the 
knac
k
er
, 
who will cut your throat and boil you down for the fo
xhounds. 
As for the dogs, when they
 
grow old and toothless, J
ones ties a bric
k round their nec
ks and drowns them in the nearest
 
pond.
’
Think about it
n
What is your reaction to what Major says about how animals are treated? 
W
ould Major 
have thought dif
ferently if J
ones had been a bet
ter
, kinder farmer?
n
Major uses repetition and questions to mak
e his message more powerful. Find 
examples of these tec
hniques in this speec
h and look out for them in other speec
hes in the story
.
n
Do you agree with old Major
’
s suggestion that only humans are capable of evil?
What then must w
e do? 
Wh
y, work night and  
da
y, bod
y and soul, for the 
o
v
erthr
o
w of the human 
r
ace!
Is it not crystal clear, then,
 
comr
ades, that all the evils
 
of this life of our
s spring
 
fr
om the tyr
anny of human
 
beings?
Only get rid of Man, and 
the pr
oduce of our labour 
would be our o
wn.
Almost o
v
ernight w
e 
could become rich  
and fr
ee.
That is my message to you, comr
ades: Rebellion!
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‘
And remember
, comrades, your resolution must never falter
. No argument must lead 
you astray
. Never listen when they tell you that Man and the animals have a common 
interest, that the prosperity of the one is the prosperity of the other
s. It is all lies. Man 
serves the interests of no creature except himself
. 
And among us animals let there be 
perfect unity
, perfect comradeship in the struggle. 
All men are enemies. 
All animals 
are comrades.
’ 
At this moment there w
as a tremendous uproar
. 
While Major w
as speaking four large 
rats had crept out of their holes and were sit
ting on their hindquar
ter
s listening to him. 
The dogs had suddenly caught sight of them, and it w
as only by a swif
t dash for their 
holes that the rats saved their li
ves. Major raised his trot
ter for silence.
‘Comrades,
’ he said, ‘here is a point that must be set
tled. 
The wild creatures, suc
h 
as rats and rabbits – are they our friends or our enemies? L
et us put it to the v
ote. I 
propose this question to the meeting: 
Are rats comrades?’
The v
ote w
as tak
en at once, and it w
as agreed by an o
verwhelming majority that rats 
were comrades. 
There were only four dissentients, the three dogs and the cat, who 
w
as af
terw
ards disco
vered to have v
oted on both sides. Major continued:
‘I have lit
tle more to say
. I merely repeat, remember alw
ays your duty of enmity 
tow
ards Man and all his w
ays.
’
I do not kno
w when that Rebellion
 
will come, it might be in a w
eek or
 
in a hundr
ed year
s, but I kno
w, as
 
sur
ely as I see this str
a
w beneath
 
my feet, that sooner or later justice
 
will be done. Fix your eyes on that,
 
comr
ades, thr
oughout the short
 
r
emainder of your liv
es! And abo
v
e
 
all, pass on this message of mine
 
to those who come after you, so
 
that futur
e gener
ations shall carry
 
on the struggle until its victorious.
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Chapter 1
Think about it
n
What are the nine things animals must not do?
n
 
Whic
h of Major
’
s instructions do you think is the most impor
tant?
n
Is Major saying that animals are Man
’
s equals or superior
s? 
Wh
y?
Whatev
er goes upon two legs
is an enemy. Whatev
er goes
 
upon four legs, or has wings,
 
is a friend. And r
emember
 
also that in fighting against
 
Man, w
e must not come to
 
r
esemble him.
No animal must ev
er liv
e in a house, 
or sleep in a bed, or w
ear clothes, or 
drink alcohol, or smok
e tobacco, or 
touch money, or engage in tr
ade. All 
the habits of Man ar
e evil.
All animals ar
e equal.
And, abo
v
e all, no animal 
must ev
er tyr
annise o
v
er his 
o
wn kind. W
eak or str
ong, 
clev
er or simple, w
e ar
e all 
br
other
s. No animal must 
ev
er kill any other animal.
E
v
en when you ha
v
e 
conquer
ed him, do not 
adopt his vices.
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And no
w, comr
ades, I will tell you 
about my dr
eam of last night. I 
cannot describe that dr
eam to you.
It w
as a dr
eam of the earth as it 
will be when Man has v
anished.
But it r
eminded me of something that I had long for
gotten.
 
Many year
s ago, when I w
as a little pig, my mother and
 
the other so
ws used to sing an old song of which they knew
 
only the tune and the fir
st thr
ee wor
ds. I had kno
wn that
 
tune in my infancy, but it had long since passed out of my
 
mind. Last night, ho
w
ev
er, it came back to me in my dr
eam.
 
And what is mor
e, the wor
ds of the song also came back –
 
wor
ds, I am certain, which w
er
e sung b
y the animals of
 
 
long ago and ha
v
e been lost to memory for gener
ations.
Beasts of England, beasts of Ir
eland,
Beasts of ev
ery land and 
clime
,
Hear
k
en
 to my jo
yful tidings
Of the golden futur
e time.
Soon or late the da
y is coming,
T
yr
ant Man shall be o
’
erthr
o
wn,
And the fruitful fields of England
Shall be tr
od b
y beasts alone.
Rings shall v
anish fr
om our noses,
And the harness fr
om our back,
Bit and spur shall rust for
ev
er,
Cruel whips no mor
e shall cr
ack.
clime
 – climate 
hear
k
en
 – listen
Old Major clear
ed his thr
oat and began to 
sing. As he had said, his voice w
as hoar
se, 
but he sang w
ell enough, and it w
as a 
stirring tune, something betw
een ‘Clementine
’ 
and ‘La Cucar
acha
’. The wor
ds r
an:
I will sing you that song no
w, comr
ades. I 
am old and my voice is hoar
se, but when 
I ha
v
e taught you the tune, you can sing it 
better for your
selv
es. It is called ‘Beasts of 
England
’.
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