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Chapter One




Window Dressings


Windows are natural focal points. They come in all shapes and sizes, and chances are you have some in every room in your home. You may sit in front of a window to bask in the warm sunlight during the cooler months, or open your windows wide to welcome fresh breezes during the warmer months. Over the years, moving from apartment to apartment and finally to a home of my own, I came to realize that one of the key elements for making my house truly feel like a home was the addition of window coverings. It’s amazing how such a simple addition can perfectly finish a space.





Anatomy of a Window


Look closely at your windows. Notice how they open (in or out, such as an awning type window; up or down, such as a single- or double-hung window), or if they can’t be opened at all (such as a picture or fixed window). Is the woodwork surrounding the window beautiful and something you wish to showcase, or unsightly and something you’d prefer to conceal? Is the window in a high-traffic location or above a piece of furniture or radiator? These are just a few of the considerations I will cover throughout this book to assist you in designing and making the perfect custom window covering to transform your space and reflect your personal style.


Window types abound — big, little, square, rectangular, round, and so many more. Here are the five most common types of windows, each representing the perfect canvas for new window coverings.


Fixed or picture windows. This type of window cannot be opened. It may have a decorative element, such as beveled-, leaded-, or stained-glass panels, but the primary function of this type of window is to allow light into a space.
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fixed or picture window







Single- or double-hung windows. Sometimes called a sash window, a single-hung window has a bottom window that slides up to open, while the top window is fixed. In a double-hung window, both upper and lower windows are moveable so the window can open either bottom up or top down. These windows are probably the most common and the easiest to design curtains for because of their regular, rectangular shape. Also, the way in which the window opens does not limit curtain styling.
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single-hung (left); double-hung (right)







Sliding or glider windows. Similar to single- and double-hung windows, these windows also slide open, but instead of top to bottom, they slide left to right (or vice versa). This window type is most commonly used in very wide spaces. For example, you can install one wide sliding window in a space that would typically require two sash windows installed side-by-side. This helps create the illusion of a larger space while allowing more natural light and view.
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sliding window







Casement or awning windows. These windows are hinged vertically along the sides and typically open using a hand crank. They may open in or out, depending on the window style you have. Awning windows are similar to casement, except that their hinges are along either the top or bottom edges of the window. Curtain options can be a little more limited for casement and awning windows, especially if the windows open into the room.
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casement window (left); awning window (right)







Bay windows. These windows are signified by an arrangement of three or more windows (the actual windows making up the configuration may be any or all of the four styles shown in Anatomy of a Window), creating an angled alcove opening. The perfect window covering for your bay windows might be a separate covering for each window, following the contour of the recessed bay space. Another option would be to hang a rod outside the recess so that curtain panels conceal the entire bay window when closed. Some bay windows may be accompanied by window seats, which will affect the finished dimensions of the curtains.


Although the five types of windows vary in their opening style, they are all suitable for curtains. You will need to take style into consideration so the window covering does not interfere with the way in which the window opens.


Once you determine your window type, take a look at the area surrounding it. Pay close attention to the condition of the wall, molding, and any other framework surrounding the window, such as the windowsill and window apron. Are there architectural details you’d like to enhance or imperfections you’d prefer to conceal? Based on what you see, determine if you prefer inside- or outside-mount curtains.


Inside-mount. Here, the hardware and curtains are contained within the inside dimensions of your window frame, with curtains no longer than the windowsill. Inside-mount curtains can help showcase beautiful woodwork around your window. This style also gives the curtains a more built-in, tailored look. Inside-mount is the perfect choice for a recessed window, a window type that is set back into the wall. It is also the perfect mounting for café curtains or curtains above furniture or radiators. Do keep in mind that when inside-mount curtains are drawn completely open, they will stack against the sides of the window, somewhat concealing the actual windowpanes and obstructing some natural light.


Outside-mount. In this approach, sometimes also called a face mount, the hardware and curtains are mounted directly to your wall or the molding above the window. Visually, outside-mount curtains give you the opportunity to play with scale and can even make windows appear larger, depending on curtain length and placement. Outside-mount curtains can be any length you choose, and they can pull open to one or both sides, depending on your preference. This type of mounting is the perfect solution to conceal unsightly window frames or other imperfections around your window. It’s also great if you wish to disguise the overall shape of the window, or give the illusion of a larger window. Keep in mind that you will need to have at least 2" above the window (on either the wall or woodwork above the window) for mounting the hardware required to hang outside-mount curtains.
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inside-mount curtains (left); outside-mount curtains (right)









Window Vocabulary


These are the individual components that make up a window.




	
1. Pane. The glass that is held in place by the sash.


	
2.Sash. The window frame that surrounds the panes of glass. The sash may be fixed (as is the case of fixed windows) or operable (as in single- or double-hung windows, shown in the illustration).


	
3.Jamb. The vertical side pieces of a window frame that surround and support the sash.


	
4.Head. The main horizontal top piece of a window frame that helps support the sash.


	
5.Molding. The decorative wood that surrounds and frames the window and finishes the space.


	
6.Frame. The combination of the head, jambs, and sill that forms a precise opening in which a window sash fits.


	
7.Sill. The horizontal shelf that sits below the window sash and above the apron.


	
8.Apron. A decorative piece of molding beneath the windowsill.
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Window Coverings Defined


You may hear the terms drapery, curtains, window treatments, shades, and blinds, among others, when referring to coverings for your windows. But what exactly are the nuances and differences, and can all these different terms be used interchangeably? The short answer: sometimes. The phrase window treatment refers to any kind of decoration used on, in, around, or over a window. Therefore, window treatment is the ubiquitous phrase used to define each and every type of window covering, from curtains, to blinds, to valances, and every variation in between. Let’s further explore the many variations.


Draperies. These are used for more formal window coverings, are typically floor length, and are often operated using a relatively complex pulley-cord system to open and close them. Draperies completely frame a window when open and completely cover it when closed. Draperies are frequently a rather complicated construction using heading tape and hooks hung from a track or rod along the top edge. They are usually lined and are often characterized by an intricate pleating system whereby they are attached to the hardware. The pleats (or gathers) condense the width of the fabric before it is hung on the mounting hardware. Draperies are not covered in this book.
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draperies







Curtains. These also hang from some sort of mounting hardware along the top edge, but they have a much more casual look and feel than draperies. They open and close by hand — a more simple operation. They are typically hung from rods using rings, clips, tabs, ties, or directly through a rod pocket casing. Unlike draperies, curtains are flat panels, and the width is condensed after it is hung. Curtains may also be lined, depending on your preference. You may choose to hang your curtains as single panels per window that draw open to one side, or in pairs, drawing open to both sides.
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rod pocket casing







Sash curtains. These are very similar to curtains, the main distinction being that they are hung from a rod along both the top and bottom edges, keeping them drawn tightly closed and in place. They are primarily used for privacy in places such as windows set into doors or other windows where you would prefer your curtain be left closed, as you typically do not open sash curtains.
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sash curtains







Shades. Often opaque, shades are used as a quick, easy way to cover a window. Shades can be hung using inside- or outside-mount techniques, although inside-mount is much more standard. Inside-mount shades are typically the actual width of the window frame and hang very smoothly when closed. Outside-mount shades rarely extend wider than the molding surrounding the window. A translucent shade filters and softens light.


Depending on the type, shades may roll up, gather up, or even pleat up (such as a Roman shade). Balloon shades billow, creating an opulent look with a series of shirred, curving arcs along the bottom edge. You may choose to open shades partially, revealing only some of the window and continuing to provide privacy and shade from the outside light. Often times, shades are operated on pull cords, so special consideration should be given to installing in homes with children. Note that it is also possible to purchase “cordless” shades to avoid strangulation risks and hazards.
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Roman shade







Blinds. Very similar to shades, blinds may be either translucent or opaque and are often made of metal, wood, or similar materials. The primary difference is that blinds typically function with a slat, venetian, or pleated honeycomb system, opening bottom to top, top to bottom, or side to side. If individual slats make up the blinds, the slats can typically be tilted to filter or block light to your preference. Blinds can be used alone or combined with another more decorative outside-mount curtain or drapery system. Like shades, they may operate on either a pull cord or cordless system.
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blinds







Valances. When used alone, a valance is the perfect way to add a splash of color or pattern to your room without obstructing your window or blocking light and view. You may sometimes hear valances jokingly referred to as the miniskirt of the curtain world because they are short. Valances are also great to use over purchased basic shades and blinds to add a personal touch and help tie in the look with the room. This stationary panel is mounted above the window for decorative interest. A valance may also be used in conjunction with curtains or a drapery system. Valances are commonly 10" to 16" long. They are mounted much the same as curtains, with the same heading options (covered in chapter 2). When used in conjunction with a curtain, you may choose to use a double rod or a separate rod altogether, although the valance will typically conceal the rod or top of the shade of the main window covering.
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Cornices. For lack of a better description, a cornice is a stationary, decorative, upholstered, backless, bottomless rectangular box, typically constructed of wood or foam and mounted at the top of a window to conceal the hardware used to hang curtains or draperies. The rigidity of a cornice differentiates it from a valance. The curtain or drapery used with a cornice is mounted to the wall, inside the cornice box, creating a more formal look. Like valances, cornices are also short, often 14" to 16" long. There is often a top on the cornice to help prevent dust from settling onto your curtains or drapery. The fabric used to cover the cornice is usually stapled in place over a layer of batting, which allows the fabric to be drawn tight and smoothed in place. You can purchase a cornice board kit, and this is often a no-sew project — simply staple and glue.
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Chapter Two




From the Top Down


When making and installing your curtains, you may find that the most significant details are along the top edge: the mounting hardware you use and how the curtain will hang from the rod. There are many options to consider when it comes to mounting hardware. Will you choose something simple and understated, sleek and modern, or more ornate? Once your hardware is in place, take the time to explore the various heading options. These are the styling details along the top hemmed edge of your window covering. There certainly is not a shortage of possibilities to make your custom curtains uniquely you!





Fixtures and Hardware


At first glance, the options for curtain-mounting hard-ware can seem overwhelming, so let’s break them down. For a start, curtains are traditionally hung from tracks, poles, or rods.
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