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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
         
         Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
         

         
         Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

         
         Flash Johnny: Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
         

         
         Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
         

         
         Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark

         Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
         

         
         Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Booty

         
         Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
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         Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
         

         
         Mozzy: The Booty’s bosun
         

         
         Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
         

         
         Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun; a massive pirate with a ring through his nose
         

         
         Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
         

         
         Sharkbait: Snotty Nell’s one-legged bosun
         

         
         Slicer: The Booty’s cook
         

         
         Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
         

         
         Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a frigate called The Tormenter

         
         Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in town who cheats people
         

         
         Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s huge first mate
         

         
         Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre that belonged to Prince Alleric.
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      Buried Treasure

      
      ‘We must be back in the Dragon Blood Islands!’ cried Alleric Breas. He was crouched behind some sand dunes watching a red-coated
         pirate. Waving a nine-tailed whip, the pirate stood on a broken-masted wreck, which gleamed with fresh paint. Its sails, although
         torn, still flapped in the breeze. Several other pirates were pulling the wreck apart, flinging timbers into the water. The
         red pirate’s voice carried in the wind. ‘You sspineless layaboutss. Work fasster. Find that treasure, or it’ll be the cat-o-nine tailss across your backss.’
      

      
      ‘At least we’re on land this time,’ said Owen Seabrook, Al’s friend. ‘And there’s no shark.’

      
      Al shuddered at the memory of their last adventure. He and Owen had been playing in his attic at number five Drake Drive,
         when they had come across his grandfather’s old sea trunk. They’d opened the lid and, within seconds, found themselves in
         the middle of the ocean. They’d been rescued by some pirates and survived a kidnapping before they were suddenly returned
         home. But now they were back.
      

      
      Al turned his mind to the situation in front of him. ‘That wrecked boat looks brand new,’ he observed, ‘so something bad must have happened to the crew. We’d better be careful.’
      

      
      ‘I’m beginning to wish we’d stayed in your bedroom,’ said Owen. ‘We shouldn’t have gone into the attic and opened the trunk
         again.’
      

      
      ‘Snakeboot was clawing at it,’ said Al. He reached out and tickled the ears of the three-legged white cat beside him. ‘I needed
         to see what he wanted. He jumped into the trunk and I looked in to see where he went. I didn’t plan to come back here.’
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      ‘I know,’ said Owen, ‘and when you disappeared, I couldn’t just stand there. I had to see where you’d gone.’
      

      
      ‘I don’t like the look of those pirates,’ said Al.

      
      ‘Neither do I,’ agreed Owen. ‘Let’s go back home if we can.’
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