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WHY DO WE NEED TO SAVE OUR WORLD?


Our world is unique. In the inky black vastness of space, Earth is the only planet we know where living things like us can survive. Other planets are giant balls of gas, icy wildernesses or endless and empty expanses of rock. Our world is full of water we can drink, air we can breathe and resources we can use.


Early humans drank from streams, gathered plants, hunted animals and lived a nomadic lifestyle. 


Gradually, people began to farm and settle down in villages and towns. With more food available, the human population increased. Together and over time, people built cities with roads, railways and airports, and developed machines to make life easier, from cars to computers. The bad news is that this amazing success story has come at a price, putting people, wildlife and the planet at risk.    
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Today, our wonderful world and all the people in it face some massive challenges. One of the biggest is inequality: some people have and use far more than they need, creating mountains of waste. Many others don’t even get the water, food, electricity and other essentials they need to survive. Some people get chances and choices that many other people simply do not.


Inequality and the ways we use and overuse resources are causing some serious problems for the planet, too. Clean drinking water is not always available when and where people need it, and our actions are spoiling the soil, reducing the food we can grow. The fuels we burn create pollution and gases that make us ill and contribute to climate change. The climate crisis may be the biggest challenge of all as it also threatens to worsen the dangerous effects of extreme weather events such as floods, droughts and wildfires.
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We have reached a turning point in the history of life on Earth and it’s time to take action. The United Nations (UN) is an organisation set up to help solve world problems and it represents the people of 193 countries of the world. 


On 25 September 2015, world leaders at the UN adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 


to help create a better world by 2030.


Sustainable development is about fi nding better ways of doing things so we can improve the lives of everyone, everywhere, while also protecting our world. The 17 SDGs aim to end poverty, fi ght inequality and stop climate change; to help people, the world’s wildlife and the planet be safer and happier.


In this book we look at the big challenges the world faces, their causes and how we can all take action to address them through the SDGs. You may have some great ideas of your own already!
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GOAL 1



No Poverty
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GOAL 1


Most people have enough money to buy all of the things they need and many of the things they want. However, some of the world’s people live in poverty and don’t have enough money for food, clean water, medicine, clothing, or a place to live that keeps them warm, dry and safe.


NO POVERTY


There are many causes of poverty and there are people living in poverty in every country. Poverty can happen when people lose their jobs or are paid too little for the jobs they do. It can happen when storms, fl oods or drought – events that are worsening and becoming more common with climate change – destroy homes and communities. In some places, war or confl ict forces people to sell or leave behind all their belongings and fl ee from the land they relied on for food and work.
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Many extremely poor people don’t get the chance to go to school and that makes it much harder to get a job. People living in poverty are also more likely to get ill, which makes it harder to keep a job.


Poverty hurts young people most. More than half of those living in extreme poverty are children.


A tenth of the world’s population live in extreme poverty, surviving on less than US$1.90 a day.


Over half of the people living on less than $1.90 a day live in sub-Saharan Africa.


FACTS


Once people are trapped in poverty,it’s often very diffi cult for them to escape from it.
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Since 1990, a billion people have risen out of extreme poverty, but there is still a long way to go to reach the goal of no poverty. Countries of the UN are tackling some of the root causes of poverty, for example creating jobs for poor people and improving access to schools, because with more education world poverty could be cut in half. You can help, too ...


Time for a spring clean! Sort out your cupboards and give unwanted clothes, books and toys to a charity shop that helps children in need.


Sharing is caring. When it’s your birthday, suggest some friends or family give money to a charity that fights poverty instead of giving you a birthday gift.


Give up some time and write a letter to government offi cials, newspaper editors or local business leaders, about what causes child poverty and what we can do to end it.


Raise money to give to charities that provide help to people hit by famine or a natural disaster. Hold a talent show, art show, sponsored run, toy or bake sale and donate the proceeds.  


GOAL 1


GIVE



TAKE ACTION:
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