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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to the wonderful world of extreme animal facts!


In this book, I wanted to explore the record-holders of the animal kingdom. While our planet 


is full of amazing creatures, some really stand out. Have you ever wondered which animal is 


the very biggest in the world? Or the very smallest? Or which animal has the longest teeth or 


the best eyesight? Or how about the animals that can dive the deepest in the ocean, or ﬂ y the 


highest in the sky?


Animals don’t have to be the fastest or the strongest to be extraordinary, though. Some hold 


the record for having the most babies at once. Or for being the smelliest, or the slowest! 


Others in this book might not be ofﬁ cial record-holders but, after much research, I’ve included 


them for being some of the most colourful I’ve ever seen , or for having incredible abilities to 


camouﬂ age or defend themselves. 


Come with me on an extreme animal adventure. This book is full of remarkable and 


unexpected facts that will amaze and surprise you! 


Ch   sy  



p 59  d  


mt  w.
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THE BIGGEST


The blue whale is the largest creature ever to have lived on Earth. Most adult 


blue whales are around 24–30 metres long, but the longest one ever recorded 


was a massive 33 metres. These giants of the sea are also Earth’s heaviest 


animal, weighing over 100000 kilograms. That’s as heavy as seven buses!


A blue whale’s tongue weighs as much as an elephant and its heart 


is as heavy as a medium-sized car. Even their babies are 


huge — almost 8 metres long at birth, and weighing 


between 1800 and 2700 kilograms.


At over 2.5 metres tall and weighing 


more than 100 kilograms, the ostrich 


is the world’s largest bird, towering 


over most adult humans.


The whale shark is the largest 


ﬁ sh in the world. It’s around 


12 metres long and weighs 


about 19000 kilograms. That’s 


heavier than three elephants!
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The goliath beetle is the world’s heaviest insect, 


weighing around 100 grams and growing to 


around 11 centimetres long. That might not 


sound like much, but it’s very large for a beetle!


The African elephant is the 


world’s biggest land animal, 


growing up to 4 metres tall and 


weighing up to 6000 kilograms.


The largest snake is the green anaconda from 


South America. Its close relative, the reticulated 


python, is slightly longer, but the anaconda is 


almost twice as heavy thanks to its enormous 


bulk. They can grow as long as 9 metres and 


can weigh well over 200 kilograms at full size. 


Their stretchy jaws allow them to swallow their 


prey whole, which includes large animals like 


deer, wild pigs, capybaras  and even jaguars. 
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THE SMALLEST


Thesmallestcreatureintheworldisthetinyfairyfly,


which is actually a type of wasp. There are around 


1400differentspeciesoffairyflyandmostare


between 0.5 and 1 millimetre long — so small they 


cannot be seen with the naked eye. 


The smallest of them all is a wingless species that 


is just 0.13 millimetres long. That’s so small, four of 


themcouldfitinsideafullstop.Anotherspecies


offairyfly,theKikikihuna,isn’tmuchbigger.Thistiny


creature, which lives in Hawaii, is the world’s smallest 


winged animal at just 0.15 millimetres long.


The world’s smallest reptile is the Brookesia nana, a tiny species of chameleon 


that was only discovered in 2021. At just 22–29 millimetres long, one of these 


tinycreatureswouldfitonthetipofyourfinger!Thisnano-chameleononly


lives in northern Madagascar, where they are endangered due to habitat loss.
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