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Clinton and Me


Begin reading

My favorite political postlude was recorded in The New
            York Times, the day after Goldwater’s overwhelming
         defeat by President Johnson. An elderly lady was back
         from the polls and asked her neighbor, who had gone out
         earlier, whether she had cast her eleventh consecutive
         vote for a Republican candidate. No, she replied. She
         had voted for Lyndon Johnson, because she had been
         “afraid” to vote for Goldwater.
      

“Why?” was the startled question.

“Because he will take away my TV.”

The questioner laughed. “No, no, no, Edith. Senator
         Goldwater is opposed to the T.V.A., not TV.”
      

“I know, I know. But I just didn’t want to take any
         chances.” —As recounted by William F. Buckley, Jr.
      

* * *

We are the sons and daughters of the American 
         revolution. We are the descendants of Washington, Jefferson,
         Madison, and, later, of Thurgood Marshall and Martin
         Luther King Jr. We are the promise keepers of the 
         greatest, most ambitious experiment in individual liberty ever
         conceived, an experiment nurtured on blood, upheld by
         laws, and envied around the world.
      

We are the American people. And we are as dumb as
         a box of rocks.
      

Just months into the new century (yep, we even got
         that wrong), any serious analysis of contemporary
         America leads to the inescapable conclusion that, while
         our parents and grandparents may have been the
         “Greatest Generation,” ours is the dumbest.
      

At any given moment, the great masses of Americans
         don’t know where they are or what’s going on in the
         world and, more important, they don’t care. If you 
         handed the average citizen a copy of the U.S. Constitution, he
         wouldn’t be able to read it. Read it to him, and he will
         call the cops and have you arrested as a radical.
      

We are so dumb that a major television network 
         partnered with the World Wrestling Federation to create the
         XFL, a new football league for folks who found the
         antics of Neon Deion and the NFL too “highbrow.” And
         while 84 percent of Americans tell Gallup that they have
         read all or part of at least one book during the past year,
         if the bestseller lists are any indication, they were either
         written by a professional wrestler or feature the phrase
         “chicken soup” prominently in the title.
      

Never before have so many been so ignorant of so
         much and felt so good about it.
      

And yet, the effects of this ignorance on the 
         democratic process are rarely mentioned. Politicians certainly aren’t
         going to raise the issue, and network newscasters—who
         spend more time covering the latest episode of Survivor
            II than public policy—seem strangely disinterested.
         Americans continue to view democracy through a fuzzy,
         sepia-toned lens and with “Over the Rainbow” emotion.
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