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Introduction


This introduction gives you an overview of the following:





•  The OCR A level course



•  How you will be assessed on this unit



•  The different features of this book and how they will aid your learning





The OCR A level course


This study will form part of your overall History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three unit groups and a topic-based essay. The unit groups comprise:





•  British period study and enquiry (unit group 1)



•  non-British period study (unit group 2)



•  thematic study and historical interpretations (unit group 3).





This book has been written to support your study of the thematic study and historical interpretations unit Y306, Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 1485–1603.


This unit considers why rebellions broke out in Tudor England and Ireland and the nature and frequency of the unrest during the period. It examines the reasons for the failure or limited success of the rebellions, the impact that they had on Tudor governments and the extent to which governments were able to maintain stability during the period. There is also an in-depth analysis of the three interpretation depth studies:





•  The Pilgrimage of Grace



•  The Western rebellion



•  Tyrone’s rebellion.






How you will be assessed on this unit


Each of the three unit groups has an examination paper, whereas the topic-based essay is marked internally but externally moderated.






	Unit group 1

	Unit group 2

	Unit group 3






	The British period study is assessed through two essays from which you answer one, and the enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks

	The non-British period study is assessed through a short essay and one longer essay. This counts for fifteen per cent of your overall marks

	The thematic and historical interpretations are assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks







For the topic-based essay you will complete a 3000–4000-word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for twenty per cent of your overall marks.



Examination questions for unit group 3


You will be entered for a specific unit for your A level, and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit. There will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the historical interpretations and Section B is the thematic essay.


In Section A there will be two interpretations about one of the depth studies and one question. The question will be worth 30 marks.


In Section B there will be three thematic essay questions, each worth 25 marks, and you will have to answer two of them. As this is a thematic paper the questions may be drawn from more than one key topic.


Section A questions


Section A questions will be worded as follows:




Evaluate the interpretations in both of the passages and explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of X. [30]





For example:




Evaluate the interpretations in both of the passages and explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of the reasons for the Western rebellion. [30]






Section B questions



Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms, and specific requirements for answering each term, can be found at the end of each chapter. The command terms are important. A key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.






	Command term

	Description






	Assess

	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of themes and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important across the whole period






	To what extent/how far

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue or theme and weigh up its role by comparing it (comparative evaluation) with other issues or themes and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance across the whole period






	How successful

	Consider a range of issues or themes and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success by comparing each issue or theme







Answering the questions


The A level examination is two and a half hours long. Section A carries slightly more marks than each question in Section B and, therefore, particularly as you will need time to read the interpretations, it would be sensible to spend about one hour on Section A and 45 minutes on each essay in Section B. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning both the historical interpretations question and the thematic essay are given on pages 51 and 54.


The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with this before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything. If you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses that show evidence of synthesis across the period (see page 94). Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.



The different features of this book and how they will aid your learning


The book starts with a chronological overview of the major rebellions which will be explored throughout the four main thematic chapters in the book. This is intended to act as a reference point that can be referred to throughout your study of the main themes.


Each main thematic chapter in the book covers one of the key topics listed in the OCR specification.


Each chapter also has a section on the three named depth studies and provides more detail and, where relevant, discussion of any historical debates about that study in relation to the theme of the chapter. The first chapter will look at the causes of the three named rebellions, the second will focus on the nature of those rebellions, the third will examine their impact, and the final chapter will look at the threat they posed.


At the end of the book is a timeline of the major events (page 194) and suggestions for further reading.


The headings below outline the main features of each main thematic chapter.


Chapter overviews


Chapters start with a brief overview of the theme and a series of bullet points which list the main issues discussed. The structure of the chapter is outlined and a timeline lists the key dates for the events discussed in the chapter.


Chapter sections


The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the bullet points listed in the overview. The section addresses a key question or questions, and is further broken down into a series of sub-headings to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of each section you should be able to answer the key question. Your understanding will be reinforced by a summary diagram for each section.


Profiles


These are brief sections detailing the life and key dates of important people in relation to the topic studied.


Key figures


Concise summaries are given of important people in relation to certain events to do with the topic studied.



Key terms


The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts and issues surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used in the book, and are defined in the margin and the glossary at the end of the book.


Key debates


Historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events and the role and impact of individuals. Key debates are listed at the start of the chapter and are discussed in the historical interpretations section at the end. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians, which will help you prepare for the Section A examination question.


Chapter summaries


At the end of each chapter there will be a summary of the key points covered in the chapter, which will help with revision.


Refresher questions


There will be a series of refresher questions at the end of each chapter. These will not be examination-style questions, but will be designed to ensure you have a clear understanding of the main points and issues raised in the chapter.



Study skills


Each chapter has a study skills section. In each section one part will develop the skills needed for the thematic essay and the other part will develop the skills needed for the historical interpretations question. There will often be examples of strong and weak paragraphs and the opportunity for you to practise the skills on relevant questions and interpretations.



The Tudor century: an overview


The Wars of the Roses and their impact


The issue of the succession to the English Crown had been a major problem from 1399, when Henry IV seized the throne from Richard II. Although Henry and his son, Henry V, brought some stability, this did not last. Henry V died in 1422 and left a minor, Henry VI, to succeed him but it was when he reached adulthood that problems really began. Henry VI was weak and unable to maintain control of the nobility, and as a result another claimant to the throne, Richard of York, emerged. There then began a struggle between two families with claims to the throne. This conflict has become known as the Wars of the Roses, between the Lancastrians, with Henry VI as its head, and the Yorkists, first under Richard of York, and after his death, Edward. The struggle culminated in 1461 with Edward defeating Henry VI and taking the throne. However, this did not bring stability as Henry regained the Crown briefly in 1470, only to be overthrown within a year by Edward. The death of Edward saw unrest continue as his brother Richard seized the throne from Edward’s twelve-year-old heir and was crowned as Richard III.


The continual upheavals and frequent changes of succession created instability and suggested that force rather than legitimacy would determine who should rule. The nobility had become accustomed to fighting to determine who would rule and it had also resulted in them assembling their own private armies, which they used to protect themselves and take advantage of the chaos. They were able to use these armies to intimidate others and even challenge the king and his authority, resulting in parts of the country where royal authority scarcely ran.


This situation further damaged Henry VII’s position as king, as not only was his claim to the throne weak despite his Lancastrian background, but he had seized it by force. He also faced by challenges from Yorkists who had seen their monarch, Richard III, defeated at Bosworth in 1485 and by nobles who wanted to maintain the influence they had wielded during much of the fifteenth century. Therefore, for much of his reign Henry’s main concerns were to gain recognition, stop Yorkist unrest and lessen the power of the nobility so that the Tudors secured their position. These threats to the Tudor line continued well into the sixteenth century and led to the issue of the succession being a major cause of unrest in the early period.


Religious change


When Henry VII came to the throne in 1485, not just England but all of Europe was Catholic and recognised the pope as the head of the Church. A common religious belief helped to create some unity within the country and people were accustomed to the Church rituals and calendar, all of which had been practised for centuries and brought communities together.


However, Henry VIII’s decision to break from the Catholic Church when the pope would not grant him a divorce from his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, led to a number of religious changes during his reign and that of his son, Edward VI, which would overturn centuries of tradition. Although Mary, Henry’s daughter, reversed them and returned England to Catholicism, that was short lived as when Elizabeth succeeded her in 1558 she re-established a Protestant Church. The religious turmoil created further unrest from the 1530s onwards as people saw their traditional religious practices, such as pilgrimages, and institutions, such as monasteries, attacked. Even under Mary’s reign the restoration of Catholicism did not restore order as those who had become committed to the new faith attempted to prevent her accession or remove her once she had become queen. It was only once Elizabeth was securely established on the throne in the 1570s that religious unrest died away. Catholics’ hopes of restoring their faith became dependent on foreign help or desperate plots to assassinate the queen. Events such as the Armada in 1588 served only to further strengthen Elizabeth’s position and associate the new Protestant faith with nationalism. As a result, religion became a unifying, rather than divisive factor, as it had also been at the start of the period.


Social and economic changes


For the first time since the Black Death in the fourteenth century, the population of England began to increase steadily and from about 1525 the speed of that rise became more rapid. Although the rise was not as spectacular as more recent growths, it had a dramatic impact, particularly from the 1540s onwards. The larger population increased pressure on the demand for food, which could not always be met and was a major problem during times of bad harvests. This resulted in prices rising dramatically in the 1540s and again during Elizabeth’s reign, adding pressure on many ordinary people and increasing the numbers suffering from poverty. The situation was made worse by the conversion of much agricultural land from arable to sheep farming as not only were fewer crops grown, but fewer labourers were required to look after flocks of sheep than tend crops, which created unemployment and added to the problem of poverty. The growing population stimulated the demand for industrial goods, but although it created employment opportunities, it also meant that in times of economic slumps and downturns many became unemployed, as happened in the 1550s and again in Elizabeth’s reign.


These problems were made worse by warfare. Henry VIII and Edward VI both debased, or reduced the amount of metal in the coinage, which simply put more money into circulation and further increased prices. Prices more than doubled in the first half of the sixteenth century and as wages did not keep up with this rise the standard of living fell for many. This only added to the number of poor, which was a particular concern in towns where there was a large concentration of poor people, who were seen by the authorities to be a threat to law and order and a source of support for rebellions.


The fall in living standards did encourage many of the commons to support the unrest of 1549, but although the situation in the 1590s was probably worse, there were few disturbances as the government put into place social and economic legislation to try and lessen the impact of harvest failures and poverty. Therefore, although social and economic developments did play a role in unrest in the first half of the period, they were less of an issue as the sixteenth century drew to a close, in part due to government legislation but also because the peasantry realised that rebellion achieved little.


Conclusion


The dynastic challenges that the Tudors faced at the start of the period gradually diminished as possible alternatives either died or were killed. Religious and social and economic change and developments in the middle of the period presented new challenges for the Tudor monarchs. However, Elizabeth’s long tenure on the throne allowed Protestantism to triumph and the government to respond to the social and economic difficulties, which therefore reduced the likelihood of unrest.


A chronological overview of the main rebellions



Henry VII (1485–1509)


Henry VII faced five serious revolts, three of which aimed to overthrow him. The summer of 1497 was a particularly critical time. England was at war with Scotland, Henry had to fight the Battle of Blackheath to suppress the Cornish rebellion and at the same time Warbeck was laying claim to the throne.


Lovel 1486


Having survived the Battle of Bosworth, Francis Lovel, a councillor to Richard III, sought to overthrow Henry VII. Lovel took sanctuary in Colchester and then escaped before raising troops at Middleham (Yorkshire) in a bid to overthrow Henry VII. He failed and fled to Flanders.


Stafford 1486


Humphrey and Thomas Stafford had eluded capture after the Battle of Bosworth and taken sanctuary in Colchester Abbey. They then fled to Worcester, escaped again and were finally captured at Culham Church (Oxfordshire). Humphrey was executed.



Simnel 1486–7



Lambert Simnel claimed to be Edward, Earl of Warwick, and therefore had a better claim to the English throne than Henry VII. He won the support of several English and Irish nobles, including Lincoln and Kildare, as well as foreign troops, but was captured on the battlefield of East Stoke. The king made him a servant in the royal household.


Yorkshire 1489


Unwilling to pay taxes to fund a war against France, protesters in Yorkshire, led by Sir John Egremont, killed the Earl of Northumberland before royal troops dispersed them. Some rebels were executed but Egremont escaped to France.


Cornish 1497


Unwilling to pay taxes to fund a war against Scotland, Cornish protesters marched towards London. They were slaughtered at Blackheath, the ringleaders – Audley, Flamank and Joseph – were executed, and the county received a heavy fine.


Warbeck 1497


Perkin Warbeck claimed to be Richard, Duke of York, the younger of the two princes who disappeared in 1483 after being held in the Tower of London. He won support from a few English nobles, notably Sir William Stanley, the Lord Chamberlain, from Cornish peasants still smarting from their treatment at Blackheath, and at varying times, from foreign states. He was captured, imprisoned in the Tower and eventually executed in 1499.



Henry VIII (1509–47)


Although Henry VIII is usually viewed as strongest of the Tudor monarchs, he faced the largest Tudor rebellion, the Pilgrimage of Grace, and the most successful, the Amicable Grant. Unrest also surfaced in Ireland as Henry sought to increase his power there.


Amicable Grant 1525


Unwilling and, allegedly, unable to pay taxes to fund a war against France, protesters in several counties, but mainly in Suffolk, forced the government to back down. No rebels were punished.


Silken Thomas 1534–7


‘Silken’ Thomas O’Neill began a rebellion in Dublin on hearing of the arrest and imprisonment of his father, the Earl of Kildare, in the Tower of London. Thomas and his five uncles attacked Henry’s administration before submitting to an Anglo-Irish army. The leaders were brought to London and executed.



Pilgrimage of Grace 1536–7



Three separate risings in Lincolnshire (led by Dymoke), Yorkshire and other northern counties (led by Aske), and a later brief disturbance in Yorkshire and Cumberland (led by Bigod) challenged Henry’s religious reforms. They also had economic, social and political grievances. The Pilgrimage was the largest and longest rebellion in Tudor England and resulted in over 200 executions in 1537.



Edward VI (1547–53)


The years of rule of the boy-king Edward VI were some of the most troublesome of the period. Not only were there two sizeable revolts, the Western and Kett’s, but some 26 counties witnessed unrest that summer. There was also the possibility of invasion from France, stretching government resources to the limit.


Western 1549


Cornish and Devon protesters besieged Exeter and demanded an end to Protestant reforms and recent taxes on sheep and wool. Their rebellion lasted for five weeks and was ended at the battles of Clyst St Mary and Sampford Courtenay in Devon.


Kett 1549


Robert Kett led a rebellion in Norfolk against illegal enclosures and agrarian practices adopted by the county gentry. Rebel camps were set up in several market towns in East Anglia, and the principal one at Mousehold Heath was only dispersed after the Battle of Dussindale. Kett and other ringleaders were hanged in Norfolk.


Mary I (1553–8)


Mary Tudor came possibly the closest of all Tudor monarchs to being overthrown. Initially, it even appeared as if she would be prevented from taking the Crown as Northumberland’s attempt to put his daughter-in-law on the throne appeared as if it might succeed. Within a year she faced another challenge, from Wyatt, which also came close to overthrowing her.


Northumberland 1553


The Duke of Northumberland attempted to prevent Mary from gaining the throne by asserting the claim of Lady Jane Grey, his daughter-in-law. He and his supporters submitted without a fight at Cambridge. He was taken back to London and executed.



Wyatt 1554



Sir Thomas Wyatt raised troops in Kent in protest at Mary’s proposed marriage to Philip of Spain. Planned uprisings in several English counties failed to materialise and Wyatt was captured at Ludgate (London) and subsequently executed.



Elizabeth I (1558–1603)


As the Tudors became more secure, alternative claimants died out and people grew accustomed to their rule. Thus, after 1570 Elizabeth faced only one rebellion of note. Ireland, on the other hand, gave Elizabeth a lot more trouble and she faced more unrest there than any other Tudor monarch.


Shane O’Neill 1558–67


O’Neill resented losing the earldom of Tyrone in Ulster to his brother, and murdered him. He then turned on English settlers and the administration in Dublin. The uprising only ended when he was killed in a brawl with rival clans.


Northern Earls 1569–70


The Earls of Westmorland and Northumberland planned to release Mary Stuart from captivity, marry her to the Duke of Norfolk and force Elizabeth to recognise Mary as her successor. The Catholic earls wanted greater power for themselves in the north and called for the dismissal of William Cecil, the queen’s secretary. Few supported the rebellion outside Yorkshire and Durham, and when a royal army approached, the earls fled. Northumberland was later executed but Westmorland was never caught.


Munster 1569–73


James Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald rose up against English plantations in Munster and his colleague Edmund Butler attacked settlements in Leix-Offaly. Over 800 rebels were executed but Fitzgerald escaped to France.


Geraldine 1579–83


Fitzgerald returned from abroad and raised Irish rebels in protest at Elizabeth’s religious and political policies. Fitzgerald was killed but the Earl of Desmond assumed command and received aid from Italian and Spanish troops at Smerwick. The rebels were rounded up by an English army and Desmond was executed.


Tyrone 1595–1603


Hugh O’Neill, the Earl of Tyrone, raised support from every Irish province against English rule. Elizabeth underestimated the scale of his revolt, made several unwise appointments and deployed insufficient resources until her military commander, Lord Mountjoy, persuaded Tyrone to submit.



Oxfordshire 1596



In spite of severe economic problems, the only armed uprising in England in the 1590s occurred near Oxford and involved a handful of protesters. The government declared that it was a rebellion and meted out harsh punishments to the leaders.


Essex 1601


The Earl of Essex attempted to raise London in a show of popular support for him against Robert Cecil and the queen’s councillors. Despite having the nominal support of many nobles, none was willing to risk his life or threaten the queen and the rebellion collapsed within a few hours. Essex was executed along with a handful of his household servants.







CHAPTER 1



The causes of Tudor rebellions





The Tudor period witnessed fifteen major rebellions in England and five in Ireland, as well as numerous other minor disturbances, particularly in 1549. There were a variety of causes, and this chapter identifies similar and dissimilar causes between historical periods and distinguishes between the more important and subsidiary causes and how they changed over the period. The chapter will consider the difficulties in discovering the motives of the rebels and the extent to which most rebellions were multi-causal. This chapter analyses their causes under the following headings:





•  Political causes of rebellion



•  Religious causes of rebellion



•  Economic and social causes of rebellion



•  Conclusion: why did rebellions occur?





It also considers the debates surrounding three in-depth topics:





•  What caused the Pilgrimage of Grace?



•  Was the Western rebellion a religious rising?



•  How far was Tyrone’s rebellion simply a protest against increased government interference?
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Key dates






	1485

	Defeat of Richard III at Battle of Bosworth






	1534

	Subsidy Act






	1536

	Ten Articles, dissolution of the smaller monasteries






	1539

	The Six Articles






	1548

	Tax on sheep and cloth






	1549

	First Edwardian prayer book, Subsidy Act






	1549

	Rebellion in 26 counties






	1553

	The ‘Devise’ drawn up






	1555–6

	Crop failure






	1596–7

	Crop failure
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1 Political causes of rebellion




Why was there so much dynastic unrest in Tudor England?





Political factors were probably the most important and recurring theme as a cause of Tudor rebellions. They could be inspired by a wide range of issues:





•  a desire to overthrow the dynasty



•  an intention to change the line of succession borne out of personal vengeance, ambition or principle



•  a wish to remove ‘evil advisers’, nominally in the interest of the country but often out of factional disputes and self-advancement



•  a reaction to government centralisation which threatened to destroy traditional ways of life.





Political causes were many and varied. Although they changed in the course of the period, other causes and personal motives were frequently interwoven.


Dynastic issues and the succession


The issue of the succession remained a cause of rebellion throughout the period, but was particularly important at the start of the period because of Henry VII’s weak claim to the throne, having gained it on the battlefield at Bosworth by defeating the Yorkist Richard III. It was also an issue under both Mary and Elizabeth as attempts were made to either alter or secure the succession. See Figure 1.1 for an explanation of the Tudor, Lancastrian and Yorkist families.


Henry VII


Henry VII may have won the Battle of Bosworth and established the Tudor dynasty, but his tenure on the throne was far from secure. To his enemies – and he had many – he was a usurper and, if he could overthrow a king, so could they. His very presence on the throne therefore sparked off three dynastic rebellions:





•  Francis Viscount Lovel, a former Lord Chamberlain, and his Yorkist associates Humphrey and Thomas Stafford, raised troops in 1486 to kill the king as he progressed to the north of England.



•  In 1487, Lambert Simnel ‘pretended’ to be the Earl of Warwick, a young prince with a strong claim to the throne whom Henry kept imprisoned in the Tower of London. Simnel’s Yorkist supporters believed they would gain more from killing Henry than from serving him. The Earl of Lincoln was politically ambitious and dissatisfied with his position at court and role that Henry had assigned him. Being a royal councillor and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland was not enough to satisfy this Yorkist claimant whom Richard III had named as his heir. Others, like Lovel and Margaret of Burgundy who funded the troops, were diehard opponents of the king, while Gerald, Earl of Kildare, and the 40 or so Irish nobles who backed Simnel, believed their end would be best served by overthrowing the regime.



•  The third dynastic rebellion that Henry faced was led by Perkin Warbeck. He ‘pretended’ to be the Duke of York, the younger of two princes who had almost certainly been murdered by Richard III. In the early 1490s, Warbeck was backed by France, Burgundy and Scotland, each intent on weakening, if not actively wishing to remove Henry, but when this challenge came to a head in September 1497, all foreign support evaporated.
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Margaret of Burgundy (1446–1503)


Sister of the Yorkist kings, Edward IV and Richard III. She married the Duke of Burgundy and after Henry VII took the throne supported Yorkist claimants against him.
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A mixture of personal and political factors combined to bring about each of these revolts but they had a common link: they wished to remove the king.


Henry VIII


After this initial threat of opposition, Henry VIII faced no dynastic challenge until the 1530s, when he was confronted with the greatest rebellion of the sixteenth century, the Pilgrimage of Grace. Henry’s recent divorce from Catherine of Aragon and disinheritance of her daughter Mary had certainly alarmed some northern nobles. Among a wide range of complaints and demands, the rebels wanted Princess Mary legitimised and restored to the line of succession. They were also concerned that Henry might determine the succession by will rather than by parliament and, worse, if he did do this, the title would pass to the Scottish monarchy via his sister, Margaret, who had married the Scottish king, James IV, and produced children.
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Edward VI and Mary I


Edward VI’s ‘Devise’ of May 1553 also aimed to exclude Mary from the succession and was largely responsible for the Duke of Northumberland’s rebellion. He wished to hold on to power and led an armed uprising in July in favour of his daughter-in-law, Lady Jane Grey. In the following year, Thomas Wyatt also sought to influence the succession. He feared the consequences of Mary’s planned marriage to Philip of Spain, not least the probable exclusion of Princess Elizabeth from the throne. Although the marriage agreement set clear limits on the extent of Philip’s influence in England and defined conditions affecting the upbringing of any children, Wyatt and his supporters placed little trust in the Spanish prince. The rebels never admitted they wanted to overthrow Mary, which was a wise insurance policy should their uprising fail, but the prospect of having a future Spanish monarch ruling England had to be guarded against.




[image: ]


[image: ] KEY FIGURE


Lady Jane Grey (1537–54)


The great niece of Henry VIII and the granddaughter of Henry VIII’s sister, Mary, from her marriage to the Duke of Suffolk.
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Elizabeth I


Getting the rights of a legitimate claimant acknowledged was one of the main objectives of a revolt facing Elizabeth I in 1569. In this case, ‘the preservation of the person of the Queen of Scots, as next heir, failing issue of Her Majesty’ was an important cause of the Northern Earls’ rebellion, according to the Earl of Northumberland.
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John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland






	1504

	Born






	1542

	Became Viscount Lisle






	1547

	Became Earl of Warwick on the death of Henry VIII






	1549

	Crushed Kett’s rebellion






	 

	Involved in the removal of Somerset






	1550

	Appointed Lord President of the Council






	1551

	Became Duke of Northumberland






	1553

	Attempted to change the succession and exclude Mary






	 

	Executed







Early career


John Dudley held various posts under Henry VIII, but it was as a soldier during the 1540s that he built his reputation. He was appointed to the Regency Council that ruled following Henry VIII’s death. The Duke of Somerset was appointed Lord Protector, but his policies caused unrest in the summer of 1549. This threatened the ruling class and it was Dudley who crushed Kett’s rebellion.


Somerset was removed from office in the autumn of 1549 and Dudley replaced him.


Lord President of the Council
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Dudley brought stability and ended the costly foreign policies of Somerset. Historians disagree about Northumberland’s conduct while in office. Some see him as a power seeker, others as a typical Tudor statesman who looked to secure his family’s position.


Personal advancement


Dudley married off his son, Guildford Dudley, to Lady Jane Grey, Henry VIII’s great niece, in May 1553. Edward VI’s health deteriorated and this led to the Devise being drawn up, which left the throne to the male heirs of Lady Frances Grey and her daughters. There is debate as to whether this was inspired by Northumberland, to maintain his influence, or Edward, to preserve Protestantism. As Edward’s health declined, the Devise was altered so that Lady Jane would succeed. Northumberland had much to gain as his daughter-in-law would become queen. Some have argued that the plot was Edward’s idea, claiming that Northumberland would have organised it better, arresting Mary and preventing her from fleeing to her base in East Anglia.


Downfall of Northumberland


Following Edward’s death, Jane was proclaimed queen, but Mary raised forces to claim the throne. Northumberland raised troops to confront her, but his forces began to desert and the Privy Council changed their minds and supported Mary. Northumberland abandoned his plan and he proclaimed Mary queen, but he was executed in 1553.
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Mary Stuart or Mary Queen of Scots (1542–87)


Mary had a claim to the English throne as she was the granddaughter of Margaret Tudor, sister of Henry VIII. She was seen as the rightful ruler by many Catholics.
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As long as Elizabeth remained unmarried and childless and refused to acknowledge Mary Stuart’s claim to the English throne, the succession was in doubt; although whether the rebellious earls wished to bring about Mary’s succession prematurely is another matter. They denied treason, of course, claiming that they were ‘the Queen’s most true and lawful subjects’, but given that the penalty for treason was capital punishment, this was to be expected.


The Earl of Essex similarly denied that he wished to harm the queen when he began a rebellion in London in 1601, but he certainly wanted to endear himself to the heir presumptive, James VI of Scotland. If Essex could persuade the queen, by force if necessary, to dismiss her advisers and replace them with councillors such as himself, who ‘were sympathetic to the prospect of a Scottish monarch’, he would be rewarded as the ‘kingmaker’.



‘Evil councillors’


The accusation that the monarch was surrounded by ‘evil councillors’ and that he or she preferred to consult ‘new’ ministers rather than the long-established families of England was a charge frequently made in rebellions:





•  In 1497, Reginald Bray and John Morton were dubbed ‘evil advisers’ by Cornish rebels.



•  In 1525, Suffolk protesters said they were going to ‘complain of the Cardinal’ (Wolsey) to the king.



•  In 1536, Cromwell, Cranmer, Audley and Rich were the targets in ballads and manifestos written by the Pilgrims of Grace.



•  In 1554, Thomas Wyatt claimed, ‘We seek no harm to the Queen but better counsel and councillors’.



•  In 1569, the northern earls held William Cecil responsible for their revolt.



•  In 1601, the Earl of Essex aimed to remove Robert Cecil, Elizabeth I’s principal adviser.
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Reginald Bray (c.1440–1503)


A chief councillor of Henry VII, who looked after the king’s estates.


John Morton (c.1420–1500)


Joined Henry Tudor in exile and when Henry became king was appointed Lord Chancellor and then Archbishop of Canterbury. A leading adviser.


Lord Darcy (1467–1537)


Keeper of Pontefract Castle but as he was opposed to the dissolution of the monasteries he handed over the castle to the pilgrims and joined the rebels.
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The claim that ‘self-serving upstarts’ had deceived the monarch thus appears as a justification for political disturbances throughout the Tudor period.


Each rebel leader appears to have genuinely believed that once royal advisers were removed, then wiser and more effective policies would follow.


If the Pilgrimage of Grace (see page 20) is taken as an illustration, the pilgrims swore an oath to ‘expel all villein blood and evil councillors against the commonwealth from his Grace and his Privy Council’, and the rebels at York argued that ‘persons as be of low birth and small reputation’ had exploited their power and ‘procured the profits most especially for their own advantage’. It was, of course, true that Cromwell, Cranmer, Audley and Rich were self-made men from politically obscure backgrounds:





•  Cromwell had been a merchant and one-time professional soldier.



•  Cranmer was a Cambridge academic.



•  Audley had been the town clerk in Colchester.



•  Rich was a Welsh lawyer.





Lord Darcy was convinced that Cromwell was ‘the very original and chief causer of all this rebellion and mischief’, whose aim had been to ‘bring us to our end and to strike off our heads’, although the historian Geoffrey Elton once argued that ‘it was the gentry leaders, not the commons, who singled out the hated minister [Cromwell] of the Crown’.



Factions


It was a widely held belief that if there was no parliament and a crisis occurred, then the old nobility should be consulted. Henry VII in fact did do this, holding five Great Councils between 1487 and 1502, but by the 1530s the emergence of a few select advisers, later termed the ‘Privy Council’, eclipsed this practice and led to the formation of political factions.


The Lincolnshire rising and Pilgrimage of Grace


How far events such as the Lincolnshire rising and Pilgrimage of Grace were inspired by disaffected pro-Aragonese supporters at court has been the subject of historical debate. Certainly, Catherine of Aragon’s supporters had links with several leading rebels caught up in the rebellion. Among the Lincoln rebels were:





•  Sir Robert Dymoke, who had once been her chancellor



•  Sir Christopher Willoughby, a knight of the body



•  Lord Hussey, chamberlain to Princess Mary.





And in Yorkshire:





•  Lord Darcy absented himself from debates in parliament concerning the Act of Succession to avoid arrest.



•  Sir Robert Constable fiercely opposed the divorce.





Both became leading pilgrims. This Aragonese faction undoubtedly stood to lose as long as Cromwell remained in favour with the king, but their political grievances were just one of many factors that contributed to the rebellion of 1536.


The reign of Elizabeth I


Factional politics was a principal cause of the two major rebellions in Elizabeth’s reign. The northern earls, Westmorland and Northumberland, in 1569, and the Earl of Essex in 1601 were in decline at Whitehall and for similar reasons. Northumberland and Westmorland, together with a handful of southern privy councillors, Arundel, Pembroke, Lumley, Leicester and Throckmorton, schemed to overthrow William Cecil, the queen’s secretary. They held him responsible for ill-advised political, religious and foreign policies, and the uncertainty surrounding the succession. Central to their plan was for the Duke of Norfolk, Westmorland’s brother-in-law, to marry Mary Queen of Scots, to ensure the continuity of Catholicism. When fear gripped most of the plotters they confessed all they knew and protested their innocence to the queen, but the northern earls unwisely pressed on for personal reasons:





•  Westmorland was in financial difficulties and was badgered by his wife to stand up for his beliefs.



•  Northumberland, aged 70, was no longer a political force in the north and resented seeing his wardenship of the middle march go to a local rival.






The Essex revolt



Political factions were also central to Essex’s revolt. Suspended from the Privy Council, banned from the court, charged with treason and in financial difficulties when the queen rescinded his patent to sell sweet wine, Essex’s star was falling rapidly in late 1600. ‘The queen’, he said, ‘hath thrust me down to a private life. I cannot serve with base obsequiousness.’





•  His clients, such as the earls of Bedford, Rutland and Southampton, still looked to him for patronage but his reputation and credit were in ruin.



•  He was up against Robert Cecil who, as Master of the Court of Wards and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, held all the aces.



•  Cecil’s clients, like Lord Cobham, Lord Buckhurst and Sir John Stanhope, were in ascendancy and between them dominated court patronage.





In Essex’s opinion, Cecil and his clients were ‘base upstarts’ and ‘caterpillars’ who were devouring the state’s resources for their own profit. Essex planned a demonstration of noble force which he believed the City of London would support and so lead to the queen readmitting him to favour. Essex gambled on his popularity and strength as a factional leader – and lost!


Government intervention


A final political cause of rebellion was the effects that governments had when they began to extend the power of the state into the provinces. As centralisation took hold and the Crown became more omniscient, political and legal privileges were swept away and traditional practices eroded. ‘If we may enjoy our old ancient customs’, Sir James Layburne of Lancashire declared in 1536, ‘we have no cause to rise.’ Those most affected by government intervention resided in the more distant parts of England and in Ireland, and as a result these same regions were the areas that were prepared to revolt against Tudor ‘despotism’.


Cornwall and the north of England


The Cornish had no great love for English governments and their rebellions in 1497 and 1549 were partly due to a feeling that they ought to be treated differently from the rest of the country. Similarly, the northern counties consistently complained that they were being ruled by ‘strangers’, that their wealth was being drained by Londoners, and the traditional nobility had less and less of a say in how the counties north of the River Trent were governed. Stewardships of royal manors, custodianships of castles and the wardenships of the marches were gradually being taken out of their control and manors forcibly given to others by the Crown.


The clergy in the north of England also had grievances. In the 1530s, the ecclesiastical liberties enjoyed by Ripon, Beverley and the Palatinate of Durham were surrendered to the Crown.


The uprisings in 1536 (Pilgrimage of Grace) and 1569 (Northern Earls) both petitioned that a parliament should meet in the north, possibly York or Nottingham, to redress local issues, but none was held. The earls in revolt in 1569 made clear their hostility towards the central government when they proclaimed that the aim of their rebellion was ‘the restoring of all ancient customs and liberties to God and this noble realm’.


Ireland


Ireland, like the north of England, came increasingly to resent interference from central government in the administration of its affairs. The Tudors had to work with key members of the Anglo-Irish nobility and manage the feuding among rival families as well as possible. Significantly, for the first 50 years of this period, until 1534, the earls of Kildare (a county in Ireland) had acted as the Crown’s deputy lieutenants in Ireland, and there were no rebellions. Admittedly, there was considerable corruption and inefficiency, but that was characteristic of the Gaelic way of life during that period, and if it was not ideal at least it worked. Between 1534 and 1603, however, five major rebellions occurred and each can be attributed to political causes.


Silken Thomas’s rebellion 1534–7


From 1532, Cromwell started to favour Kildare’s rivals for government offices and the current earl began to resent his declining influence in court circles in both London and Dublin. In September 1533, Henry ordered the earl to visit him as he doubted whether he would enforce the break with Rome and Act in Restraint of Appeals. The earl replied by sending his wife and in the meantime began to transfer weapons and gunpowder from Dublin Castle to his own estates. A further demand from the king finally brought Earl Kildare to London and once lodged in the Tower, he never left, dying there in 1534. ‘Silken Thomas’, his son, not surprisingly ignored similar requests to visit London, and he and five of his uncles raised 1000 men in Munster and invaded the Pale. Although the rebels called on the Catholic Church for support and condemned Henry’s religious reforms, the uprising was primarily political in cause and intent. Thomas’s objective was to expel the English administration and become sole ruler of Ireland.


Shane O’Neill’s rebellion 1558–67


Shane O’Neill’s rebellion between 1558 and 1567 was a complicated affair. He wanted to rule Ulster and was willing to murder his older brother to achieve it, but this only stirred up resentment against him. When he begged forgiveness from Queen Elizabeth, she agreed to recognise him as captain of Tyrone and ‘the O’Neill’, head of the clan, but he was soon plotting with Charles IX of France and Mary Queen of Scots, and claiming to be the true defender of the faith.



James Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald’s first rebellion



O’Neill’s rising was quickly followed by two rebellions in Munster led by James Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald. In 1569, he resented attempts by Elizabeth to colonise Ireland and the imposition of martial law in the wake of O’Neill’s uprising but he was especially aggrieved that his cousin, the Earl of Desmond, had been put in the Tower following a feud with the Butler clan.


Fitzgerald also had a religious pretext, claiming that Elizabeth wanted to introduce ‘another newly invented kind of religion’, but the main grievance of most rebels was the growing presence of English adventurers in the new plantations and their brutal treatment of native Irish.


James Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald’s second rebellion


Fitzgerald’s second rebellion in 1579 had a more pronounced religious dimension to it, although it was fundamentally about politics. Having returned from Rome and aware of the Bull of Excommunication against Elizabeth, he saw an opportunity to rally the Catholic Irish against English rule. Before 1570 no serious effort had been made by English governments to enforce the Protestant faith in Ireland; it would have been unworkable, unwelcome and unwise. Fitzgerald nevertheless played the Catholic card to good effect, but at heart lay his political animosity against the new English settlers and the Dublin administration. Munster, Ulster, Leinster and Connaught rose up in revolt, the pope gave the rising his blessing, and 600 Spanish and Italian troops were despatched to assist.


Tyrone’s rebellion: a nation-wide revolt


By the final decade of Elizabeth’s reign, it was clear that political tension was gathering once more. The plantations in Connaught and Munster provoked ill-feeling. The new owners:





•  raised rents



•  claimed land to which they were not entitled



•  bribed juries to obtain favourable verdicts.





In addition, government policies of compositions, establishing Protestant churches at the expense of Catholics and seizing attainted lands from rebels fuelled the resentment.


A system of garrisons contained localised disturbances, but Ulster lay largely outside effective English rule. It is ironic that the decision to take Hugh O’Neill, the future Earl of Tyrone, away from Ireland and bring him up in the household of the Earl of Leicester should have backfired so spectacularly. When the earl returned in 1593, he was eager to be recognised as ‘the O’Neill’, ruler of Ulster. Between 1593 and 1594 he had come to the defence of English garrisons and officials when other clans attacked them, but in his estimation he had not been adequately rewarded and by 1595 he had had enough. What made his rebellion so different was that it signalled a nation-wide revolt against England that lasted for over eight years. His aim was blatantly political: to expel the new English settlers and Anglo-Irish administration, and to achieve independence.
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A portrait of Henry VIl painted in 1505 by an unknown artist.





