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      Frankie vs The Pirate Pillagers

      Frankie vs The Rowdy Romans

      Frankie vs The Cowboy’s Crew

      Frankie vs The Mummy’s Menace

      Frankie vs The Knight’s Nasties
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      To my mum Pat, who encouraged me to do my homework in between kicking a ball all around the house, and is still with me every step of the way.
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      Welcome to a fantastic fantasy league – the greatest football competition ever held in this world or any other! 

       

      You’ll need four on a team, so choose carefully. This is a lot more serious than a game in the park. You’ll never know who your next opponents will be, or where you’ll face them. 

       

      So lace up your boots, players, and good luck! The whistle’s about to blow! 

       

      The Ref 
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              CHAPTER 1
            

          

        

      

      At the edge of the pitch, Max strained at his lead, barking madly. Frankie knew how he felt. This game was really close. St Peter’s School had a good team. Maybe even as good as Frankie’s. The score remained nil-nil, so the pressure was building. Loads of parents, Frankie’s included, had turned out to watch the game.

      “Concentrate, team!” called Mr Donald, their football coach. “Two minutes to go! Play to the final whistle.”

      Charlie had the ball in his gloves in the centre of the goal, looking for someone to throw it to. He saw Frankie’s friend Kobe and rolled it out to him.

      “Pass it, Kobe!” called Louise.

      Kobe neatly sidestepped with the ball as one of the St Peter’s team ran towards him. He kicked a looping pass to Louise. She managed to cushion the ball on her knee.

      “Great!” said a voice from the side of the pitch. “Pass it to a girl.”

      Frankie shot a frown at his brother Kevin, who was holding Max’s lead. “She’s better than you, any day of the week,” he shouted back.

      Kevin pulled a face. “Whatever.”

      “To me, Lou!” yelled Frankie.
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