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INTRODUCTION


TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY POP ICONS


Since 2013, seven-piece South Korean boyband BTS have been slowly but surely taking over the world. With their cool, catchy K-pop songs and slick dance routines, they’ve topped the charts across the globe, broken countless streaming records and WON MILLIONS OF FANS. But RM (Kim Nam-joon [image: ]), Jin (Kim Seok-jin [image: ]), Suga (Min Yoon-gi [image: ]), J-Hope (Jung Ho-seok [image: ]), Jimin (Park Ji-min [image: ]), V (Kim Tae-hyung [image: ]) and Jung Kook (Jeon Jung-kook [image: ]) are SO MUCH MORE THAN POP STARS. They are talented songwriters and music producers, best friends who always look out for each other, and role models who truly care about their fans and the world they live in. They’re funny and wise, and they’re absolute fashion icons. (We could easily write a whole book on just their INCREDIBLE HAIRSTYLES!)




[image: ] FACT ALERT!


In 2018, BTS were the first pop group from Korea to reach number one in the US Billboard album charts.





BTS BACK STORY




[image: ] WHAT IS K-POP?





Korean pop music, or K-pop, is influenced by lots of different styles, from traditional Korean music to western pop, hip-hop to dance music, and Latin music to R&B (rhythm and blues). It became famous in the 1990s and is often performed by ‘idol’* groups who have been carefully selected and trained by record companies. As well as being fantastic singers, K-pop stars also need to be AMAZING DANCERS.


BTS have achieved more than any other K-pop group in history, with their chart success and adoring fandom rivalling only the legendary British group The Beatles (maybe ask your parents or grandparents about them!). However, just when it seemed like everything was going perfectly, BTS made a shocking announcement. In October 2022, they revealed that they were going on hiatus (temporary break). NOOOOOOOOOO! BTS fans were DEVASTATED. What did this mean? Was it just a fancy way of saying they were breaking up?


NO WAY! Actually, BTS had two very important reasons for pressing pause on the group. Firstly, after nine years of albums, tours and interviews, they each wanted to take some time out to mature and think about what they really wanted to say. That meant making music as individuals. But they hoped it would make them stronger as a group in the future.


[image: a hand holds a phone, and on the screen there is a quote from V that says ‘We’ll be better than before.’]


Also, in South Korea, every male is required to do military service (join the army) for AT LEAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS. Even famous pop stars.* BTS had to obey the law.


BTS certainly had a lot going on, but they promised to get back together in 2025. Despite this, many of their most passionate fans, nicknamed ARMY (now that’s ironic!) were feeling pretty heartbroken.


They needn’t have worried, though, as BTS had BIG PLANS. From solo albums to TV shows, and from LEGO® SETS to adventures in an ALTERNATE UNIVERSE (yes, really – more about that later), they had been busy creating plenty of things before they joined the army. There would even be a few group projects, after all. BTS were determined to keep their beloved fans happy while they were away.
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PHEW! WHAT A RELIEF! They definitely weren’t breaking up and would even still be making music! The BTS-shaped hole in our lives became a tiny bit smaller.


That’s really great news, but things are about to get EVEN BETTER. What if there was a way to, somehow, get closer to BTS? To find out everything about them, from how they met to who writes their songs? Maybe take a peek inside their world and find out exactly what makes them so awesome? Does that sound like the best idea since Jimin dyed his hair pink? Well then, we’ve got exactly what you need!


This book will take you on an AMAZING JOURNEY, showing you how seven outrageously talented boys from all over South Korea came together to become the biggest (and let’s just get it out there straight away, THE BEST) pop band on the planet. Find out how it all started, how incredibly hard they worked, how they conquered every major chart in the world and what they like to do when they’re not performing. Share the highs and the lows and get to know each member as an individual and as part of the group.


Look out for amazing facts and inspiring quotes along the way, plus tricky quiz questions to test just how much you know about your favourite K-pop stars.


SO STAND TO ATTENTION, BTS ARMY, AND LET’S MARCH STRAIGHT INTO THE WORLD OF


BTS!
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CHAPTER 1


BEFORE BTS


Nowadays, BTS are such global icons that it’s probably hard to imagine what the world was like before they came along. But let’s try. Imagine a time when few people outside of Korea had even heard of K-pop, let alone LOVED it. Can you do it? To show you what we mean, we’ll need to rewind a little …




[image: ] THE BIRTH OF K-POP





Let’s go back to the early 1990s. Most people in Korea were listening to gentle pop and slow romantic ballads (yawn!) until a group called Seo Taiji and Boys decided to shake things up with some big feelings and a bit of rap in their break-up song ‘Nan Arayo’ (‘I Know’). People loved it and wanted more songs like that! K-POP TOOK OFF!


From then on there was no stopping K-pop, and creating new idol groups became an important business in Korea. Music companies regularly toured the country looking for new talent and holding auditions. They were looking for people with extra-special talents in the following areas:




[image: ] Singing


[image: ] Dancing


[image: ] Acting


[image: ] Visuals (fashion and style)


[image: ] Songwriting


[image: ] Composing music


[image: ] Production (making songs)





Anyone who passed the auditions (and the standards were super high) would then be put through intensive K-pop training, which could take YEARS.




[image: ] K-POPULAR





It might have been hard to break into, but the K-pop industry was booming. However, this type of music was still relatively unknown outside Korea and Japan, apart from a couple of exceptions. The most famous, by far, was ‘GANGNAM STYLE’ by Psy. This song went viral (was watched and shared lots on the internet) thanks to a funny music video that became the first to reach more than 1 BILLION VIEWS ON YOUTUBE, and it also reached number two in the US Billboard Hot 100 chart. It showed that with the right song, or the right group, the whole world was ready to love K-pop.* Basically, the world needed BTS …


[image: The rapper Psy, in sunglasses and a suit, performing the Gangnam Style dance. One hand holds a microphone across his body and the other points upwards as he jumps in the air.]









CHAPTER 2


BECOMING BTS


K-pop was the music scene in Korea, but in 2010, Bang Si-hyuk, head of Big Hit Music, felt that it was all getting a little bit safe and unoriginal. It was time to change things up a little! He wanted to create something different – a hip-hop-inspired idol group where trainees could tell their own unique stories through their music. He was looking for members who could RAP, SING AND DANCE, as well as having AWESOME PERSONALITIES that fans would relate to.




[image: ] FACT ALERT!


Bang Si-hyuk thought of the name Bangtan Sonyeondan (BTS) before he’d even formed the group. It means Bulletproof Boy Scouts.
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Kim Nam-joon, aka Rap Monster or RM, was the first to join BTS. Aged sixteen, he had already been rapping for three years and was also a talented songwriter. He was scouted (discovered) by Big Hit and then asked to audition. Everyone was impressed with his maturity, his sincerity and his intelligence.


[image: a hand holds a phone, and on the screen there is a quote from RM saying: ‘I started this becasue I wanted to say something. There was a message inside me and I wanted to spread it as music.’]
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DATE OF BIRTH:



	

12 September 1994








	

BORN IN:



	

Goyang, South Korea








	

JOB:



	

Rapper, singer, songwriter, producer








	

FAVOURITE COLOURS



	

Black, pink and purple








	

ALTERNATIVE CAREER



	

Businessman











NICKNAMES: Formerly Runch Randa, then Rap Monster, now RM


LIKES: Collecting toys and figures, good weather, wearing lip balm, ice skating, being taller than the rest of BTS


WORST HABITS: Losing things, being clumsy, snoring


DID YOU KNOW? RM won awards for his poetry when he was a kid, and he has an IQ of 148, which means that he is ‘highly gifted’
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Next to become part of BTS was Min Yoon-gi, or Suga. He entered a rap competition and impressed Big Hit by coming second. He was signed as a rapper and also as a producer. Suga had not only been writing songs for several years but he also had a part-time job in a recording studio before becoming a trainee, so he had lots of technical skills too.




[image: ] FACT ALERT!


Suga’s original rap name was Gloss. He later changed it to Suga, inspired by his favourite basketball position – shooting guard – and the fact that he looks so sweet. Awww.





[image: A screen showing a picture of Suga. He wears a shirt and tie, and is grinning as he makes the peace sign across his body with his left hand.]








	

DATE OF BIRTH:



	

9 March 1993








	

BORN IN:



	

Daegu, South Korea








	

JOB:



	

Rapper, singer, songwriter, producer
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