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The pirates are restless


*


All over town the pirates were getting restless. ‘Yo, ho, ho!’ they whispered in the lifts, the lofts and the lordly streets of the city.


These weren’t the impulsive young pirates, mind you, but the older pirates who had retired from the sea to live on their ill-gotten riches.


That is why they were restless; it was months since there had been a pirate party.


The pirates were longing for Pirate Rum and for steaming bowls of Pirate Stew – a wonderful stew where every pirate puts something good into the pot … a turnip, a bunch of carrots, mushrooms, or a bottle of wine.


It is a great piratical delicacy.


The sign of a pirate party is a message in the sky – the words ‘Pirate Party’, written over the stars.


Every night now the pirates studied the sky, but nothing was written there.


‘Oh, for a pirate party!’ the pirates grumbled ominously, trying their swords for sharpness.


All the pirates – Roving Tom, Wild Jack Clegg, Rumbling Dick Rover, Orpheus Clinker and Old, Old, Oldest-of-all, Terrible Crabmeat – were restless with longing for a great Rumbustification.


The whole city was churning with restless pirates. The difficulty was that a pirate party must be a STOLEN one.
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The Terrapins are restless too


*


Perhaps it was spring, slowly softening the city with pink blossom and little, young leaves.


Perhaps the pirates were spreading restlessness everywhere like measles.


In one particular house in the city there was a particular lot of more restlessness: it was the Terrapin house.


Mr Terrapin was restless because it was a new house, a new big house, a new, big, old house.


It was old in years. It was big in rooms. It was new because the Terrapin family had just moved into it. It was new in the way of being different from the small flat they used to live in.


It had cost Mr Terrapin more than he cared to think about.
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