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Hello and congratulations – you’ve just opened up one of the three most unbelievable books about football ever!1 If you’re a new signing to the Unbelievable Football club – welcome. And if you’re an experienced pro who enjoyed books one and two and you’re hungry for more – welcome back.


Before we begin, as your tour guide, I should explain that the stories you’re about to read all have THREE things in common:




1) Football


2) Unbelievable Facts


3) England!





Yes, in this book we’ll be uncovering fascinating stories about the England national teams: the Three Lions and the Lionesses, past and present, victory and defeat, the joy and the pain. Across the next 240 pages, you’ll find story sections to suit every kind of England fan. There are:




The Early Years for those who prefer the good (and less good) old days


1966 and All That for the real glory hunters (because we won the World Cup, don’t ya know?!)


Adventures Away from Home for those who enjoy funny, entertaining and, at times, ridiculous tales of teams on tour


Heroes and Villains for those who love to both cheer and boo


Unbelievable Comebacks for those looking for football drama with a happy ending


And finally:


Trailblazers for those who want to hear inspiring stories of heroes who’ve changed the English game





Sound like football fun? Well, this book also comes with a warning, as it contains:




•False teeth and false starts


•Underdogs and peeing dogs


•One-cap wonders and wonderful captains


•A stolen bracelet and a stolen ball


•A spy who came to watch penalties and loads of players who missed them





And most importantly:




•The Three Lions and the Lionesses





Right, ready to get reading? Well, don your England shirt (or a white T-shirt will do), sing the national anthem and let’s get ready for kick off …
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Here’s a fact to kick things off: the world’s first official international football match took place on 30 November 1872, between England and Scotland, and the final score was … 0–0. Hmmm, not exactly unbelievable, is it? So instead of telling you all about that boring goalless draw in Glasgow, we’re going even further back in football history to 1870 and the world’s first unofficial international. It involved the same two countries, and some of the same characters, but trust me, the story is much more interesting!


It all started when Charles Alcock, footballer and Secretary of the English Football Association (we’ll just call it the FA from now on!), had a great idea. Actually, he had lots of great ideas, including the FA Cup, but this one was even bigger. With more and more fans going along to watch football matches, what if a major international event could be organised – a match between whole countries, rather than local clubs? England versus their British neighbours Scotland, for example. There were already international contests between them in cricket and shooting; wouldn’t it be fantastic to see the two nations competing against each other on the football pitch too?!


Alcock thought so, but when he put an advert in some Scottish newspapers, the response wasn’t very positive at all. No, thank you. The Scots didn’t want to send a team all the way down to London for a football match. But Alcock wasn’t the kind of man who gave up that easily. If he couldn’t arrange the first-ever official international, then he would arrange the first-ever unofficial one instead. He wrote another advert, this time for two London-based newspapers called the Field and the Sportsman:




A MATCH BETWEEN THE LEADING REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SCOTCH AND ENGLISH SECTIONS WILL BE PLAYED AT THE OVAL ON SATURDAY, THE 19TH OF FEBRUARY NEXT.





So, who fancied playing in the first-ever international football match? From the many players who applied, the FA picked the best 22 – one England team, mostly taken from the Wanderers, the top club in the country, and one Scottish team, made up of players with family links to Scotland who were starring for London clubs. Sorted, game on!


Or so it seemed. But as match day approached, the weather was so bad that the big game had to be postponed. At quarter-past three on 5 March 1870, however, it finally kicked off, and let me describe the unbelievable scene.


The Oval was really a cricket pitch, but for the first-ever football international, two wooden posts were fixed at either end of the field, with a piece of tape running between them. What? Why? Well, proper crossbars weren’t commonly used until the 1880s! And there were no goal nets or penalty areas either; they didn’t arrive until 1891.


That was the pitch; now for the players. The two teams walked out at the Oval wearing special shirts for the occasion: white for England and navy for Scotland, with their national badges sewn on. They weren’t the light, airy shirts that modern footballers wear, though. No, they were heavy cotton ones that got even heavier with sweat. Lovely! To complete the look, the players wore long socks tucked into long trousers, and often even hats and neckerchiefs.
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And who were these fancy fellows? Alcock himself was the England captain and his team included many merchants, businessmen, bankers, lawyers and a sixteen-year-old called Walpole Vidal, known as ‘The Prince of Dribblers’. Scotland, meanwhile, had two MPs in their defence: John Wingfield Malcolm, a massive 6 foot 5 man with a big bushy beard, and Willy Gladstone, who was also the son of the Prime Minister. In fact, the two politicians were Scotland’s only defenders on the pitch. Forget 4-4-2 or 4-3-3; during the 1870s, the most popular formations were 1-1-8 and 2-2-6!


With tactics like that, it should have been an absolute goal-fest, but unfortunately for Vidal, the pitch was too slippy for him to show off his dribbling skills, and passing was still a pretty new idea in football, so instead there was a lot of hoofing and a lot of chasing. At the end of the first half, it was still 0–0 – not great entertainment for the five- to six-hundred spectators!


But don’t worry, in the second half, the action was a lot more exciting. England pushed forward on the attack again and again, but they just couldn’t break through the big strong Scottish defence and score. How frustrating!


Now, as you’ve already heard, Alcock was a very clever man, but even the most intelligent players sometimes do strange things in the heat of the game. He grew more and more annoyed that his team weren’t winning until eventually, he made a bizarre and very bad decision – he moved his goalkeeper upfield to help the strikers!


Surprise, surprise, one of the Scotland players, Robert Crawford, got the ball and fired a long shot into the open goal. 1–0!


Mr Alcock, what were you thinking?!


England didn’t give up, though. They carried on attacking until eventually, the match ended in the most dramatic fashion. In the 89th minute, Alfred Baker, who was also a champion 100-metre athlete, burst forward on what the Glasgow Herald described as ‘one of the finest runs that have ever been witnessed’ and scored the equaliser. 1–1! Sadly, there’s no video footage, but I’m sure there were wild celebrations after Baker’s worldie.


So, there you have it – the first-ever (unofficial) international football match. What entertainment! The game was a huge success and since it had finished in a draw, the fans demanded a rematch. Over the next two years, England and Scotland lined up to play four more of these ‘representative matches’, with three wins for England and another draw.


‘But it doesn’t count because that wasn’t our best team!’ the defeated Scots grumbled, until eventually Alcock’s great idea became a reality, and the two countries agreed to meet for the first official international match in 1872 with their best players.


For Scotland, that meant picking the entire Queen’s Park team, the leading Scottish club at the time. And for England? Alcock, as the FA Secretary, helped select the team that day, but sadly he couldn’t captain them out on the pitch because he had an injury. Despite the game finishing goalless, that match was the start of something really big. International football had kicked off and it was ready to take over the world …
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You’ve read about the first men’s unofficial international football match, so now what about the first women’s unofficial international football match? It took place 11 years later, on 7 May 1881. That day, a Scotland team from Glasgow took on an England team from London at the Easter Road stadium in Edinburgh. Sadly, however, the attitudes around the two games were very different. Get ready for some shocking inequality.


Whereas the men’s match was celebrated in the newspapers as a major sporting event, the women’s game was seen as a curious new form of female performance – like a dance show, only with a ball involved. ‘A rather novel football match took place at Easter Road, Edinburgh on Saturday,’ the Glasgow Herald newspaper reported. ‘The young ladies’ ages appeared to range from eighteen to four-and-twenty, and they were very smartly dressed.’


Yes, instead of wearing normal football kit, the females were forced to dress ‘decently’ at all times. So they had to run around in either skirts or ridiculously long, baggy shorts called knickerbockers, with sashes, belts and stockings, and kick the ball in ‘high laced’ boots with heels. Can you imagine? It must have made the game ten times harder to play. The Edinburgh Evening News reported on the match too, and they also chose to focus more on the clothing the women wore than the football they played: ‘the somewhat fantastic costumes in which they were attired made the scene very charming.’ Now, you wouldn’t ever hear someone describe a men’s match as ‘charming’, would you?


And whereas most of the men who played in that first unofficial international football match in 1870 have their own Wikipedia pages, we know very little about those female footballers in 1881. The England and Scotland line-ups were listed in the newspapers, but it’s unclear whether they were their real names or fake ones used to hide their true identities. Why would they do that? Because back then in Victorian Britain, playing a rough, physical sport like football was not seen as something that women should be doing. Instead, they were expected to stay at home and look after the household and the children.


Despite the blatant discrimination, over a thousand spectators turned up to watch the big game. Sorry, England fans, Scotland won 3–0, with Lily St Clair (if that was even her real name!) scoring the first-ever goal in women’s international football. After the success of the first game, the two teams decided to hold a second match in Glasgow a week later. This time, however, things went badly wrong.


Some 5,000 people turned up at the Shawfield Grounds, including a group of rough and rowdy male spectators who were determined to stop the women from playing ‘their game’. The atmosphere grew more and more uneasy as the match went on. First, there were horrible, sexist shouts from the crowd and then early in the second half, the angry men stormed the pitch. The players made it safely back to their bus, but they were chased out of the grounds. How unfair!


‘What will probably be the first and last exhibition of a female football match in Glasgow took place on Monday evening,’ an article in the Nottinghamshire Guardian began.


For a while, the brave female footballers, known as ‘The Lady Players’, did play on, moving south to English cities like Blackburn, Sheffield, Liverpool and Bradford, but eventually, after more attacks, their international matches were abandoned.


Women’s football didn’t stop there, though. The games of 1881 had proved that lots of people were willing to pay to watch women play football; what they needed now was more support and more organisation. Thirteen years later, inspired by those early internationals, Nettie Honeyball (again, not her real name!) formed the British Ladies’ Football Club (BLFC) in London with a clear goal: ‘proving to the world that women are not the “ornamental and useless” creatures men have pictured.’


As part of the fight for gender equality, the BLFC players were determined to change the image of what women could and should do. And so out on the football pitch, they swapped skirts and big sleeves for ‘rational dress’. What they meant by that was the more practical kit worn by the men: shirts, shorts, shinpads and boots without heels. That sounds fair, doesn’t it?


The first BLFC fixture in 1895 was North London vs South London, and the match attracted a crowd of 10,000 happy spectators, plus a few grumpy male journalists. ‘The first few minutes were sufficient to show that football for women … is totally out of the question,’ read the report in the Sketch. ‘A footballer requires speed, judgment, skill and pluck. Not one of those four qualities was apparent on Sunday.’


Ouch! Oh well, you can’t please everyone, can you? Overall, the game was a great success, and with other women’s teams inspired to start up, it led to many more matches at major football stadiums all across England, including Newcastle United’s St James’ Park. Often the games raised lots of money for charity and were just as popular as the men’s football league. Thanks to the Victorian railway system, the BLFC were also able to tour the United Kingdom, representing England in more unofficial international fixtures against teams from Scotland, Wales and Ireland.


For all the progress, however, women’s football still had a very long way to go. The BLFC players often faced discrimination and many still used fake names, with one star simply known as ‘Tommy’. And unfortunately, as The Lady Players had found in 1881, the enthusiasm didn’t last very long. By 1900, the BLFC had stopped playing matches, and the women’s game faded away into the background until 1914, when the First World War broke out across Europe. On one side were France, Russia and Britain, and on the other were Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy.


In England, the Military Service Act was passed in 1916, which meant that all unmarried men aged between eighteen and forty-one had to sign up and fight. In total, over 2,000 professional male footballers fought during the First World War. They even had their own special army unit called the Footballers’ Battalion.


But what about female footballers? During the war, many women worked in munition factories, making weapons and equipment. During their lunch breaks, in between all that dirty, dangerous work, they played football. There were factory teams all over the country, but the best and most famous was definitely Dick, Kerr Ladies in Preston, Lancashire. Not only were they the number one team in England, but they also travelled around beating teams from other countries.


In 1920, Dick, Kerr Ladies played two matches against a French team from Paris, first at Preston North End’s Deepdale Stadium in front of 25,000 fans and then at Stockport County’s Edgeley Park in front of 15,000. England beat France in both games – 2–0 and then 5–2 – with striker Florrie Redford scoring three goals. At the time, they were celebrated as the first-ever women’s internationals, and Dick, Kerr Ladies didn’t stop there. Ireland, Scotland, Wales, the USA – over the next few years, the English giants took on teams from those countries too, and they never lost a single game.


Women’s football had never been so popular. On Boxing Day 1920, the Dick, Kerr Ladies played in front of 53,000 fans at Everton’s Goodison Park, a new record crowd for a female football match. The good times, however, were about to end. While it had all been fun and games during the war, now that the men were back from fighting, the English FA decided it was time for women to return to their traditional role in the home, rather than out on the football pitch. The sport was ‘unsuitable for females’, after all. In 1921, they banned women’s football matches from taking place at any FA grounds. That meant no more playing on proper pitches, and no more matches in front of massive crowds. It was a crushing blow for women’s football in England, both nationally and internationally, and it would take another 50 years for the game to even begin to recover.


But don’t worry, as you’ll find out later, when women’s football finally returned, it came back better and more entertaining than ever.
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Seeing as England helped invent international football, you probably won’t be surprised to hear that in the early years, they were one of the most successful teams in the world, along with Scotland and Wales. But did you know that together as Great Britain, the three nations won the gold medal at two Olympic Games in a row?


The modern Olympic Games began in Athens in 1896, and four years later, at the second event in Paris, 13 new sports were added to the schedule. They included tug of war, croquet … and football! At the beginning, it was only club teams, rather than proper national teams, that could enter the football competition. Upton Park from England were the first winners in 1900, followed by Galt F.C. from Canada in 1904.


By then, however, the idea of international football was spreading fast around the world. From Britain, the game had travelled to South America, where in 1902, Argentina beat Uruguay in their first international match, and all across Europe, where in 1904, eight countries came together to form ‘La Fédération Internationale de Football Association’, or FIFA as we call it now.


So, at the London Olympics in 1908, it was agreed that for the first time, the football tournament would be for national teams only. Sadly, none of the South American countries could make it, but four of the new FIFA nations entered:




•Denmark


•Sweden


•Netherlands


•France (who actually entered two sides: an A and a B team!)





The only other team in the competition were the hosts and gold medal favourites Great Britain. That was the team name, anyway, but actually, there wasn’t a single Scot or Welshman in the squad. That’s because with the tournament taking place at the White City Stadium in London, the FA had been asked to organise everything, and they only picked English players!


But there was one other thing that the players had in common – they were all amateurs. From 1885 onwards, there were two types of footballer in England – professional and amateur. Professionals were paid to play by their clubs, whereas amateurs just did it for fun. They all had other jobs, like Team GB captain Vivian Woodward, who was also an architect, and striker Harold Stapley, who was also a schoolteacher. One player, Robert Hawkes, even ran a business making straw hats!


But why were only amateurs picked to play at the Olympics? Because at that time, it was against the rules for paid athletes to compete at the Games. ‘The important thing is not to win, but to take part’ was the Olympic spirit, according to the founder, Pierre de Coubertin. Professionals versus amateurs? No, no – that wouldn’t be fair at all!


So, the ‘Great Britain’ amateurs arrived at the tournament, and they had great expectations. Although the international game still wasn’t as popular as club football, this was their chance to remind the rest of the world that football was their game and they were the best at it. Anything less than the gold medal would be seen as an embarrassing failure.


In the first round, Clyde Purnell scored four as they thrashed Sweden 12–1, and then Stapley scored four as they swept past the Netherlands 4–0 in the semi-finals. Great Britain were through to the Olympic final, where they faced Denmark, who had absolutely destroyed France twice – first the B team 9–0 and then the A team 17–1. One of Denmark’s strikers, Sophus Nielsen, scored 10 goals in that single game!


The Danes would certainly be dangerous opponents, but Great Britain were still expected to scoop the gold medal. ‘Nothing yet has happened in the Olympic Games to suggest that England will suffer any humiliation at Association football,’ the Morning Post arrogantly announced. Yes, even the newspapers were calling the team England!


On a warm October day, in front of a home crowd of 8,000 fans, Great Britain fought hard and got the job done. Their goalkeeper Horace Bailey saved every shot from Nielsen, and at the other end, their forwards finished well, with Frederick Chapman and Woodward scoring the winning goals. It was all over – Great Britain had won the first international Olympic football competition. They were the champions of the world!


After the match, the Lord Mayor of London, Sir John Bell, presented the players with their gold medals, saying, ‘I am glad that our manly young fellows have won this Olympic trophy, and I hope they will always retain it.’


No pressure, then! Four years later, Vivian Woodward led another group of British English amateurs to Sweden to defend their Olympic title. This time, a total of 11 nations competed, including Russia, Italy and Germany, but the result remained the same. Great Britain cruised through to the final again, with 7–0 and 4–0 wins. Eight of the eleven goals were scored by new striker Harold Walden, who later became a famous music star.


It was all so easy for the English players – and so hot – that they were able to win while holding wet sponges in their hands! In the final, however, Great Britain faced a much more difficult test: Denmark again, in front of 25,000 fans at the Olympic Stadium in Stockholm. Would the Danes get their revenge or would the Brits do the double?


The match was a very even and exciting contest until something happened that changed the whole game. In the 30th minute, with Great Britain winning 2–1, Denmark’s best defender Charles Buchwald fell and dislocated his elbow. Now, you’re probably thinking two things:




1) Ow!





and




2) Oh well, at least they could bring on a sub to replace him





You’re right about the first one, but on that second point, wrong! Between 1870 and 1912, football had changed in many ways, but it wasn’t yet the modern game we know and love. There were penalty areas and crossbars now, but still no substitutes allowed. So when Buchwald went off injured, Denmark had to play the rest of the match with 10 men. Hmmm, maybe the Olympics weren’t so fair, after all …


Surprise, surprise, with an extra player on the pitch, the final became a lot easier for Great Britain. They went on to win 4–2 and collect the gold medal trophy again, this time from the King of Sweden.


Six games played, six games won, with 33 goals scored and only 3 conceded. There was now no doubt that England, otherwise known as ‘Great Britain’, was the leader of world football; their amazing amateurs had just done the Olympic double!




[image: image] UNBELIEVABLE FACT [image: image]


Substitutions were only officially introduced in international football in 1954, and it wasn’t until 1970 that they were allowed at World Cup tournaments. Unofficially, however, players had been subbing on and off for years. In 1889, when the Wales goalkeeper, Jim Trainer, failed to turn up for their game against Scotland, they had to find a local amateur player, Alf Pugh, to start in goal instead. Then, when Wales’s proper reserve keeper, Sam Gillam, arrived in the 20th minute, he ran on to replace Pugh, becoming the first substitute in international football.





OEBPS/images/ch3.jpg
h

Q\
"ch:eved Oly™





OEBPS/images/10.jpg





OEBPS/images/ch2.jpg
ar\y
The Hlse and Fal\ o "‘“ otwall
g T—— ‘J‘





OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




CONTENTS





		COVER



		TITLE PAGE



		CONTENTS



		INTRODUCTION



		1 THE EARLY YEARS



		1870: The World’s First (UNOFFICIAL) International Match



		The Rise and Fall of Early Women’s (International) Football



		The English Amateurs Who Achieved Olympic Gold



		1950: How Not to Win the World Cup



		1953: The Nightmare ‘Match of the Century’



		WEIRD & WONDERFUL: Fancy Caps for a List of Legends









		2 1966 AND ALL THAT



		Alf’s New Wingless Wonders!



		Beware – Angry Argentinians at Wembley!



		The Toothless Tiger and the Brilliant Charlton Brothers!



		They Think It’s All Over … It Is Now!



		WEIRD & WONDERFUL: The Mystery of the Missing Match Ball









		3 ADVENTURES AWAY FROM HOME



		1962: The Naughty Pup Who Peed on Greavsie



		1970: Bobby Moore and the Bogotá Bracelet



		1971: The Lost Lionesses Who Made It Big in Mexico



		1982: Bryan Robson’s Rapid Start



		WEIRD & WONDERFUL: Gazza on Tour









		4 HEROES AND VILLAINS



		1986: Maradona’s Hand of God



		1998: The Foolish Kicks and Free-Kicks of David Beckham



		Penalties!!!



		Southgate’s Brave Young Lions



		WEIRD & WONDERFUL: Red Cards









		5 UNBELIEVABLE COMEBACKS



		1879: The Record Breaker



		1990: Lineker the Spot-Kick King and the Spy Who Came to Training



		2001: That Magnificent Night in Munich



		2015: When the Lionesses Came Roaring Back



		WEIRD & WONDERFUL: Terry Butcher’s Bleeding Head









		6 TRAILBLAZERS



		The Young Adventures of ‘Pretty’ Prinsep



		Frank Soo: England’s Forgotten Footballer



		England’s First Black Footballers



		Sylvia Gore: The Determined Lioness Who Dribbled Her Way to History



		The Great Hope (Powell) of the Lionesses



		WEIRD & WONDERFUL: One-Cap Wonders









		CONCLUSION



		ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



		SOURCES



		COPYRIGHT













		Cover



		Table of Contents









OEBPS/images/P1.jpg
CHAPTER ONE

__@ _

THE EARLY
YEARS

P





OEBPS/images/15.jpg





OEBPS/images/26.jpg





OEBPS/images/ch1.jpg





OEBPS/images/18.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
WRITTEN
BY MATT OLDFIELD

ILLUSTRATIONS BY
OLLIE MANN

wren
oTOOk (\l






OEBPS/images/cmn.jpg





OEBPS/images/Introduction.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781526363534.jpg
L o ) -,
T\ -
= s\ TE

- l\"%,
I =I //

S THERMOST,
~INCREDIBLE:
TRUE FOOTBALL N
URY STORIES « &7
@ THE ENGLAND = .






OEBPS/images/Intro.jpg
I

INTRODUCTION






