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INTRODUCTION
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UEFA EURO 2024 promises a spectacular month of international football of the highest quality and all within the bounds of one single nation, Germany. These finals will also be a celebration of the game’s rediscovered freedom after the pandemic-imposed restrictions which complicated life for fans, players and teams last time around.


Ten of Europe’s finest venues have been approved to host the 17th tournament, and such is the quality of the players from the 24 competing national associations that the competition will attract the attention of fans not only in Europe but all around the world.


Germany will be playing solo host for the second time after an initial pre-reunification tournament in 1988. The Deutscher Fußball-Bund (DFB) also shared in the pan-European staging of EURO 2020. Munich welcomed three group matches and a quarter-final. Back in September 2018 Germany was selected as host for 2024 by the Executive Committee of European football’s governing body. The bid from the DFB was described as “comfortably [meeting] overall expectations when it comes to political aspects, social responsibility, sustainability and human rights.”


The hosts will kick off proceedings in Munich on 14 June with the tournament reaching a climax in Berlin’s Olympiastadion exactly one month later, on 14 July. The format will be the one familiar to all fans: six groups of four teams with the group winners, runners-up and the best four third-placed sides advancing to the knockout round of 16. The quarter-finals, semi-finals and final will be held over the concluding ten days of competition. No third-place play-off is held – this was cancelled after 1980.
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Fussballliebe, meaning “Love of Football”, will be the Official Match Ball of UEFA EURO 2024. It features adidas Connected Ball Technology that will offer unprecedented insight into every movement of the ball and help inform the video assistant refereeing process.
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Italy’s players and national coach Roberto Mancini celebrate their UEFA EURO 2020 triumph at Wembley. The penalty shootout victory over England in July 2021 secured a second European title for the Azzurri, 53 years after their first.


Tradition, the foundation of the narrative for the world’s most popular sport, has been evident at every step of the evolution of the EURO. Frenchman Henri Delaunay had the dream of a European championship and also provided much of the momentum which saw the creation of UEFA in the mid-1950s. Hence the magnificent trophy bears his name.


France played host to the inaugural finals in 1960 when the Soviet Union defeated Yugoslavia in the final at the original Parc des Princes in Paris. Initially the finals were contested between four teams, in two semi-finals, a third place play-off and the final. In 1980 UEFA welcomed more countries to the party and doubled the complement to eight teams. Sixteen years later and England, in 1996, was the first host to boast a 16-team tournament. The event’s fast-growing popularity prompted an expansion to 24 teams in 2016 in France.


A clamour to share in the drama led UEFA to widen the participation potential for even more of the European football family. EURO 2020 was the first to incorporate the newly founded UEFA Nations League in the qualifying system. This concept was retained in the chase for the 23 finals slots for EURO 2024 alongside Germany, directly seeded as host nation.


The strength in depth of European football down the years is illustrated by the fact that ten different nations have triumphed. Top of the table are Germany and Spain with three successes each; the first and second German victories were as the former West Germany in 1972 and 1980. France and Italy have both won twice – the Azzurri are the reigning champions. They defeated England in a penalty shoot-out after a 1-1 draw in the rescheduled EURO 2020 final staged at Wembley in July 2021.
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UEFA EURO HISTORY
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The UEFA European Football Championship kicked off with 17 entrants but rapidly established itself and has become one of the pillars of the international game in the 66 years since Anatoly Ilyin scored the competition’s historic first goal on 28 September 1958, in the Soviet Union’s 3-1 victory over Hungary.


The launch of the championship was greeted with caution by many national associations. But initial absentees such as England, Italy and West Germany quickly recognised the significance of the originally titled Nations’ Cup.


The competition in 1958–60 was organised on the two-leg knockout system popularised in Europe’s club competitions. The Soviet Union not only opened the scoring but powered on to the finals. These were held in France, fittingly, with the competition having been the idea of Henri Delaunay, late secretary of the French FA.


Four nations contested the first EURO (European Nations’ Cup). France, despite missing injured Raymond Kopa and Just Fontaine, almost made the final – but missed out dramatically. They were leading 4-2 in their semi-final with 15 minutes to play only for Yugoslavia to recover with three goals in four minutes.


The Soviet Union, including legendary goalkeeper Lev Yashin, defeated Czechoslovakia 3-0 to reach the first final at the original Parc des Princes. The referee was England’s Arthur Ellis, who also officiated in the inaugural European Cup final there four years earlier. The 1960 final went to extra time before forward Viktor Ponedelnik made history for the USSR.


The 1964 tournament saw the Soviet Union reach the final again, this time in Spain. Hungary and Denmark completed the quartet. Spain had put their faith in a new generation of home-grown youngsters. Their most influential player was playmaker Luis Suárez from newly crowned European club champions Internazionale. Spain beat Hungary after extra time in the semi-finals then dethroned the Soviet Union 2-1 at the Estadio Santiago Bernabéu with goals from Jesús Pereda and Zaragoza forward Marcelino.
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Greek players enjoy their surprise EURO 2004 victory.


The 1968 event saw the qualifying tournament converted into mini-leagues. Knockout quarter-finals were staged on a two-leg basis and the four winners went through to the finals in Italy. Here the Azzurri defeated the Soviet Union on the toss of a coin in the semi-finals before beating Yugoslavia 2-0, with goals from Luigi Riva and Pietro Anastasi, in the one and only replayed final.


The Soviet Union reached their third final out of four in 1972 but were no match for West Germany and Gerd Müller. He scored twice in the final to set up a 3-0 victory. But the Germans’ title defence ended in dramatic fashion in 1976 in Yugoslavia. An iconic chipped penalty by Antonín Panenka in a final shoot-out edged Czechoslovakia to a 5-3 victory after a 2-2 draw.


The 1980 event kicked off the evolution in format to an eight-team event. West Germany won that year’s tournament in Italy, France were inspired to a first title by nine-goal captain Michel Platini in 1984, followed by the Netherlands in 1988 and surprisingly Denmark – late replacements for suspended Yugoslavia – in 1992.


The tournament in England, in 1996, witnessed the first 16-team finals. Germany won for a third, and so far last, time in dramatic style. They edged the hosts on penalties in the semi-finals then defeated Czech Republic 2-1 on a golden goal in the final.


The golden goal experiment saw a match halted after the first goal in extra time. It proved decisive again four years later when France defeated Italy on a golden goal by David Trezeguet in the 2000 final in Rotterdam. A further refinement in 2004 saw the golden goal replaced by a silver goal allowing a match to run to the next scheduled break. Outsiders Greece took happy advantage. They defeated Czech Republic on a silver goal in the semi-finals before spoiling the party for hosts Portugal 1-0 in Lisbon. Portugal’s team included the 19-year-old Cristiano Ronaldo.


There were no more silver or golden goal experiments in 2008, in Austria and Switzerland, where Spain defeated Germany 1-0 in the final. Coach Luis Aragonés’s men were only the second team – after France in 1984 – to win all their group matches and knockout rounds at the finals.


Success for goalkeeper-captain Iker Casillas and his team-mates launched Spain’s remarkable treble. Vicente del Bosque succeeded Aragonés to lead Spain to victory in the FIFA World Cup in 2010 and the EURO again in Poland and Ukraine in 2012. Goals from David Silva, Jordi Alba, Fernando Torres and Juan Mata saw off Italy 4-0 in the final in Kyiv.


The 2016 finals witnessed both an expansion to 24 teams and France become only the second hosts beaten in the final. Portugal – and Ronaldo – made amends for 2004 by defeating the French 1-0 in extra time at the Stade de France.


No one knew what complications awaited. A celebration of the tournament’s 60th anniversary by spreading the 2020 finals across Europe was disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The finals were postponed until 2021 and played in front of restricted attendances in the 11 host cities.


This failed to diminish the drama, which produced four shoot-outs and four other extra-time extensions in the knockout stage. Italy held their nerve for victories on penalties over Spain in the semi-finals then hosts England in the final. “We have done something extraordinary,” said goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma after the final – echoing winners down all the European Championship’s 61 years.
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Albärt the teddy bear was selected last year as mascot for EURO 2024.





THE VENUES
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The ten cities which will welcome fans for UEFA EURO 2024 have long experience in organising football parties, from the 1988 edition of this event to the 1974 and 2006 FIFA World Cups. This year’s tournament kicks off in the Munich Football Arena and reaches a climax in Olympiastadion Berlin.
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1. BERLIN (OLYMPIASTADION BERLIN)


2. COLOGNE (COLOGNE STADIUM)


3. DORTMUND (BVB STADION DORTMUND)


4. DÜSSELDORF (DÜSSELDORF ARENA)


5. FRANKFURT (FRANKFURT ARENA)


6. GELSENKIRCHEN (ARENA AUFSCHALKE)


7. HAMBURG (VOLKSPARKSTADION HAMBURG)


8. LEIPZIG (LEIPZIG STADIUM)


9. MUNICH (MUNICH FOOTBALL ARENA)


10. STUTTGART (ARENA AUFSCHALKE)


 


BERLIN
OLYMPIASTADION BERLIN



CAPACITY: 71,000


MATCHES: 15 June: B1 vs B2, 21 June: D1 vs D3, 25 June: D2 vs D3, 29 June: Round of 16, 6 July: Quarter-final & 14 July: Final


The Olympiastadion Berlin, one of the world’s most historic sports venues, will stage six matches, including the final. It was built within the surrounding Olympiapark after the city’s selection in 1931 by the International Olympic Committee to host the 1936 Games. Local football club Hertha BSC moved into the stadium after the creation of the German Bundesliga in 1963 and 11 years later it staged three matches at the 1974 FIFA World Cup. After major redevelopment in 2004, the World Cup returned in 2006, and the stadium staged the final, one of its six matches. Berlin was also the venue when Barcelona defeated Juventus 3-1 in the UEFA Champions League final in 2015.
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COLOGNE
COLOGNE STADIUM



CAPACITY: 43,000


MATCHES: 15 June: A3 vs A4, 19 June: A2 vs A4, 22 June: E1 vs E3, 25 June: C4 vs C1 & 30 June: Round of 16


The Cologne Stadium will stage five matches. The venue is the successor to the Müngersdorfer Stadium, which was the long-time home of Köln. The original Sportpark Müngersdorf was built between 1921 and 1923 and was the largest German sports venue until the Berlin Olympic Stadium was completed in 1936. A new 61,000-capacity venue was opened in 1975, and that arena staged two matches during the 1988 UEFA European Championship. A further new football-specific stadium was then opened in 2004. This welcomed four group matches and one in the round of 16 at the FIFA World Cup two years later. Redevelopment ahead of EURO 2024 has included additional capacity in the upper tier.
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DORTMUND
BVB STADION DORTMUND



CAPACITY: 62,000


MATCHES: 15 June: B3 vs B4, 18 June: F1 vs F2, 22 June: F1 vs F3, 25 June: D4 vs D1, 29 June: Round of 16 & 10 July: Semi-final


Dortmund welcomes six matches, including a semi-final. All-seater capacity is 62,000, although the use of safe standing increases attendance beyond 80,000 in domestic competition. The 25,000 capacity South Stand, known as the Gelbe Wand (Yellow Wall) is the largest terrace of its type anywhere in European football. The home of Borussia Dortmund was opened in 1974 when it hosted four matches at the FIFA World Cup and then six when the World Cup returned to Germany in 2006, by which time four corner stands had been added. These matches included the hosts’ 2-0 semi-final defeat by Italy, who went on to become world champions.
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DÜSSELDORF
DÜSSELDORF ARENA



CAPACITY: 47,000


MATCHES: 17 June: D3 vs D4, 21 June: E2 vs E4, 24 June: B4 vs B1, 1 July: Round of 16 & 6 July: Quarter-final


Düsseldorf will host five matches at EURO 2024. The current stadium, with a retractable roof, was opened in 2005 after demolition of the original Rheinstadion, which had staged five matches at the 1974 FIFA World Cup. Notably, the stadium hosted the second group stage tie in which West Germany beat Sweden 4-2 to put their ultimately successful campaign back on track. In 2020, Düsseldorf staged a quarter-final and semi-final in the pandemic-rescheduled closing stage of the UEFA Europa League. Concerts staged there have featured entertainment superstars such as Madonna, the Rolling Stones and Bruce Springsteen.
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FRANKFURT
FRANKFURT ARENA



CAPACITY: 47,000


MATCHES: 17 June: E1 vs E2, 20 June: C2 vs C4, 23 June: A4 vs A1, 26 June: E2 vs E3 & 1 July: Round of 16


The city of Frankfurt is the administrative capital of German football. The current Frankfurt Arena will stage five matches at EURO 2024, further extending the historic status of the venue. The original Waldstadion was opened in 1925 and wholesale redevelopment was undertaken in the 1950s with a German club record 81,000 fans watching home team Eintracht Frankfurt. Another rebuild prepared the stadium for the 1974 FIFA World Cup, and then the 1988 European Championship. The stadium underwent further reconstruction for the 2006 World Cup, and now boasts a retractable roof.
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GELSENKIRCHEN
ARENA AUFSCHALKE



CAPACITY: 50,000


MATCHES: 16 June: C3 vs C4, 20 June: B1 vs B3, 26 June: F2 vs F3 & 30 June: Round of 16


The home of Schalke in Gelsenkirchen will host four matches. Completed in August 2001, this multi-functional stadium has a retractable roof, a removable playing surface and can hold 79,612 fans, including safe standing. The Arena AufSchalke is the third major Gelsenkirchen venue after the original, historic Glückauf-kampfbahn and then the Parkstadion (built to stage five matches at the 1974 FIFA World Cup) were redeveloped. In 2004, Porto beat Monaco 3-0 here in the UEFA Champions League final. Two years later the stadium staged five matches at the 2006 World Cup, including the Portugal vs England quarter-final, which Portugal won 3-1 on penalties.
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HAMBURG
VOLKSPARKSTADION HAMBURG



CAPACITY: 49,000


MATCHES: 16 June: D1 vs D2, 19 June: B2 vs B4, 22 June: F2 vs F4, 26 June: F4 vs F1 & 5 July: Quarter-final


Volksparkstadion Hamburg is one of Europe’s most famous football venues and will host five matches. The original venue, the Altonaer Stadium, was opened in 1925 with a 50,000 capacity. It staged Hamburger SV’s German championship victory in 1928. Rebuilding in 1953 lifted the capacity of the new Volksparkstadion to 76,000, the largest capacity in West Germany. Hamburg left their old Rothenbaum home for the Volkparkstadion on the creation of the Bundesliga in 1963. Major redevelopment took place ahead of the 1974 FIFA World Cup, then the 1988 European Championship. Six years later the World Cup returned to Hamburg with five fixtures.
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LEIPZIG
LEIPZIG STADIUM



CAPACITY: 40,000


MATCHES: 18 June: F3 vs F4, 21 June: D2 vs D4, 24 June: B2 vs B3 & 2 July: Round of 16


Four matches at EURO 2024 will be staged at the Leipzig Stadium, home since 2010 to the Bundesliga club, RB Leipzig. The current stadium was built to host four games at the 2006 FIFA World Cup and is slotted into the footprint of the former Zentralstadion, which could hold up to 100,000 fans – the East German national team played 48 matches there between 1957 and 1989. In 1998 the city of Leipzig decided to demolish the old stadium and build the new football-specific venue on the site which was opened in 2004. Expansion to the current capacity was undertaken between 2019 and 2021. Work included new access roads and pedestrian footbridges.
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MUNICH
MUNICH FOOTBALL ARENA



CAPACITY: 66,000


MATCHES: 14 June: A1 vs A2, 17 June: E3 vs E4, 20 June: C1 vs C3, 25 June: C2 vs C3, 2 July: Round of 16 & 9 July: Semi-final


The home of record German league champions Bayern München will host six matches at EURO 2024. The Munich Football Arena was completed in 2005 ahead of the following year’s FIFA World Cup. Previously Bayern had played their home matches in domestic and European competition at the 1974 Olympic Games stadium. The stadium’s outer wrap was the first in Europe to boast a colour-switch option. Capacity crowds in Munich saw six matches at the 2006 World Cup finals. Bayern and TSV 1860 Munich were the original joint owners of the stadium before Bayern took over as sole owners in 2006. In 2012 the stadium staged the UEFA Champions League final, in which Bayern lost to Chelsea.
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STUTTGART
STUTTGART ARENA



CAPACITY: 51,000


MATCHES: 16 June: C1 vs C2, 19 June: A1 vs A3, 23 June: A2 vs A3, 26 June: E4 vs E1 & 5 July: Quarter-final


Stuttgart will stage five matches at EURO 2024. The stadium’s history goes back to 1933, and by 1949 was named Neckarstadion after the local river. Local club VfB Stuttgart have played all their home German league matches in the stadium since becoming founder members of the Bundesliga in 1963. Local rivals Stuttgart Kickers have also shared it for their Bundesliga matches. Stuttgart staged four matches at the 1974 FIFA World Cup and two at the 1988 European Championship, including Italy’s 2-0 defeat by Soviet Union in the semi-finals. Eight years later Stuttgart welcomed six matches at the World Cup 2006, including the third-place play-off in which Germany defeated Portugal 3-1.
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Yugoslavian defender Vladimir Durković holds off a challenge from Soviet forward Viktor Ponedelnik in the 1960 final at the Parc des Princes in Paris.
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QUALIFYING STAGE
GROUPS A, B, C & D
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Spain finished Group A on top of the table with Scotland joining them in Germany as runners-up. Spain lost only once. This was a 2-0 defeat on the second matchday away to Scotland, who owed both goals to Manchester United’s Scott McTominay. Manager Steve Clarke’s men then won 2-1 in Norway and 2-0 at home to Georgia to end the spring campaign in top spot, with a 100 per cent record from their four matches. The autumn resumption brought a return to goalscoring form from Spain. They won 7-1 in Georgia, with a hat-trick from Álvaro Morata, 6-0 at home to Cyprus then 2-0 at home to Scotland to seize command of the group. Morata and the Athletic Club midfielder Oihan Sancet scored the all-important late goals in Seville. Spain and Scotland both ultimately secured qualification with two games to spare. Spain progressed when a second-half goal from Gavi defeated Norway 1-0 in Oslo. Norway’s failure to take a point ensured Scotland, without playing, of a return to the finals for the second successive time. Fourth-placed Georgia qualified for the play-offs via their UEFA Nations League placing. Norway and the prolific Erling Haaland were thus eliminated despite finishing third. McTominay was the group’s seven-goal top scorer.
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Scotland’s Scott McTominay was the top marksman in Group A with seven goals.
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France, fresh from their defeat on penalties by Argentina at the 2022 FIFA World Cup final in Qatar, underlined their continued power and determination by dominating Group B from the start. They won their first seven matches and only dropped points in the 2-2 draw away to Greece on the last matchday. They completed an unbeaten schedule four points ahead of Netherlands with Greece advancing to the play-offs via their Nations League ranking. France coach Didier Deschamps saw his team end up with an impressive goal difference of +26 thanks significantly to a 14-0 defeat of Gibraltar in Nice. This set a record for both France and the competition. They achieved the new mark with a hat-trick from captain Kylian Mbappé plus two goals apiece from Kingsley Coman and Olivier Giroud. Warren Zaire-Emery from Paris Saint-Germain marked his appearance as France’s youngest debutant at 17 years, eight months by scoring a goal himself. Netherlands made a slow start with a 4-0 defeat in France then rallied to lose only once more, this time by 2-1 at home to Les Bleus. Mbappé was the group’s nine-goal top scorer; five more than Greece’s Georgios Masouras.
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France captain Kylian Mbappé was the nine-goal leading scorer in Group B.
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Group C was a testing one, featuring European champions Italy, the England team they had edged on penalties at the final of UEFA EURO 2020 as well as Ukraine. Italy also had bad memories of North Macedonia, who had blocked their path to the finals of the 2022 FIFA World Cup. In the end England led from start to finish, ending up six points clear of Italy. The Azzurri edged into runners-up spot ahead of Ukraine only on their head-to-head record after a dramatic finale. By contrast, England clinched qualification with two matches to spare after beating Italy 3-1 at Wembley. England conceded an early goal to Gianluca Scamacca before recovering with strikes from captain Harry Kane (two) and Marcus Rashford to claim a first win at home against the Azzurri since 1977. This completed the double after England’s earlier group success in Italy, itself a first win there since 1961. Kane’s second goal was his 24th for England at Wembley, one more than the record previously held by Sir Bobby Charlton. The last round saw Italy qualify thanks to a tense 0-0 draw against Ukraine and a better head-to-head record. Ukraine’s consolation was a place in the play-offs.
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