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Introduction


How will I enjoy this book?
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This book is packed with fun activities covering all you need to learn in your Literacy and English course.
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Each chapter begins with an exciting story, text or poem to get you started. Have fun reading, and then answer the questions. All activities in a chapter are based on the extract and cover Reading, Literacy, Listening and Talking, and Writing.
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The book begins with a Chapter 0. This chapter is full of questions and activities to help you revise topics from last year.
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Let’s try this!


These boxes include play-based activities that let you learn while you have fun; play them with your classmates, with a partner or a friend.
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Revisit, review, revise


Use these questions at the end of each chapter to look back at what you have learned.
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Chapter 0


Consolidation
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In this chapter, we will revise ideas and skills from Early Level.
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Reading




My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean


Read the folk song and answer the questions.






[image: ]


My Bonnie lies over the ocean.


My Bonnie lies over the sea.


My Bonnie lies over the ocean.


Oh, bring back my Bonnie to me …


(Chorus)


Bring back, bring back,


bring back my Bonnie to me, to me.


Bring back, bring back,


oh, bring back my Bonnie to me.
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Let’s try this!


Sing the rhyme with your partner.


Now sing the whole rhyme together as a class.
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Questions


Work in pairs to answer the questions.




	
1  What do you think the word Bonnie means?


	
2  Who do you think is singing the song?


	
3  Where do you think their Bonnie is?
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1 All together now


Write another question about the song for your partner.


Swap questions and answer the question written by your partner.


Discuss the questions and answers as a class.











Phonics and spelling




1 Labelling pictures


[image: ] In your jotter, write down the word for each picture. Use the clues underneath the pictures to help you.
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Listening and talking




1 All together now


Where else might you use the word bonnie?


Think of some sentences to share with the class.











Writing




1 What do you miss?


You are going to write your own descriptions about people or things that you miss.




	
[image: ] Record your ideas first on a sound button or tape recorder, then write a sentence with the help of your teacher.



	
•  You might write just two or three sentences.


	
•  Who is the person, or what is the thing, that you’re missing?


	
•  Where is the person or thing that you’re missing?













	
[image: ]•  You could write your description as a song.


	
[image: ]•  You could use rhyming words in your description.
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Remember, remember


When you are writing, remember to leave a little-finger space between your words.
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Editing and proofreading
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When you have finished your writing, you need to check your work.


Use a different coloured pencil to edit anything you want to change. You could use this checklist:




	
•  Have you got a little-finger space between each of your words?


	
•  Have you started each sentence with a capital letter and ended it with a full stop?
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1 Proof it!


Look back at the Writing activity on page 11.


Rewrite your corrected description.
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1 Narrative


Aesop’s Fables







Reading
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Here we are looking at Aesop’s Fables.


These are traditional tales which originated from the oral tradition of storytelling.


They usually end with a moral or message.


In this chapter, you will need to show your understanding of the fable by answering and asking different kinds of questions.


You will learn to use different ways of reading to understand the meaning of the fable.
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The Lion and the Mouse



Read this text and answer the questions.
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One day, a large and proud Lion was asleep in the wood. Her great head was resting on her paws as she slept in the sunshine. A timid little Mouse was busy looking for nuts when suddenly he came upon the Lion unexpectedly, and in his fright and haste to get away, ran across the Lion’s nose.


The Lion was awoken from her nap and laid her huge paw angrily on the tiny creature, ready to gobble him up.


‘Spare me!’ begged the poor Mouse. ‘Please let me go and someday I will surely repay you.’


The Lion was amused to think that a Mouse could ever help. But she felt kind and generous that day and finally let the Mouse go.


Some days later, while stalking her prey in the wood, the Lion was caught in a hunter’s net. The ropes that held the Lion were very tight. Unable to free herself, she filled the wood with her angry roaring. The Mouse knew the voice and quickly found the Lion struggling in the net.


The Mouse ran to one of the great ropes that bound the Lion. He gnawed it until it parted and then he tackled the other ropes. Soon the Lion was free.
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‘You laughed when I said I would repay you,’ said the Mouse. ‘Now you see that even a mouse can help a lion.’


A kindness is never wasted.
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Questions




	
[image: ] 1  Who are the two characters in the story?


	
[image: ] 2  Where was the Lion asleep?







	
3  Describe how the Lion looked when she was sleeping.


	
4  Which two words in the story show the size of the Mouse?


	
5  What happened to the Lion when she was stalking her prey?


	
6  Why was the Mouse in the wood at the beginning of the story?







	
[image: ] 7  Put the story parts in the order they happen. The first one has been done for you.

The Mouse was busy looking for nuts.




	
a  The Mouse gnawed through the ropes.


	
b  ‘Spare me!’ begged the poor Mouse.


	
c  The Lion filled the wood with angry roaring.
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[image: ] 8  What might have happened if the Lion had been trapped in a pit instead of in ropes?


	
[image: ] 9  How could the Mouse have helped her then?
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Punctuation
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Let’s look at capital letters and full stops.




	
•  All sentences start with a capital letter.


	
•  Most sentences end with a full stop.


	
•  I always has a capital letter and is called a personal pronoun.


	
•  Proper nouns are the names we give to specific people, places or things, like Anya, Scotland or Lego. A proper noun always has a capital letter.
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1 Fix it up




	
[image: ] 1  In your jotter, copy out the following sentences, adding in the correct punctuation.



	
a  the Lion was sleeping in the sunshine.


	
b  The hunters had made a trap


	
c  i can feel something on my nose


	
d  the Lion has big paws


	
e  It is good to help a friend











	
[image: ] 2  Make a sentence by writing the words in the correct order and adding in the correct punctuation.

ropes. Mouse the one of the great to ran












2 Fix it up


Write out the text below, correcting the mistakes and filling in the missing words.
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Remember, remember




	
•  Look for the missing capital letters and full stops.


	
•  Think about which words would fit in the sentences.


	
•  Read the sentences again to check they make sense.
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some days later, while stalking her prey in the wood, the ______ was caught in a hunter’s net The ropes that held the Lion were very tight. unable to free herself, she filled the wood with her angry roaring the _____knew the voice and quickly found the ______struggling in her net
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3 In your own words


Write four sentences about the fable, making sure they make sense and use capital letters and full stops correctly.










Grammar
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Let’s look at the joining word and.


We use and to connect words, phrases and sentences.
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1 Connecting ideas




	
[image: ] 1  Find the joining words in the sentences below.



	
a  I went to get some nuts and met a lion.


	
b  They went hunting in the woods and caught the Lion.






	
2  Make a sentence by writing the words in the correct order.



	
a  and The were tight ropes the Lion roared.


	
b  The hunters and like to to the woods catch go lions.


	
c  The Mouse chewed worked and hard the ropes.


	
d  Who help and can me set me free?


	
e  The helped Lion free to the Mouse.











	
[image: ] 3  In your jotter, copy out the sentences and complete them.



	
a  She woke from her nap and ____


	
b  The Mouse knew the voice and _____


	
c  They went into the wood to hunt and _____














2 Using and


Now write your own sentences using the joining word and.




	
•  You can write about the fable or anything you like. Here is an example:

I went to the cinema and I had an ice cream.




	
•  Say each sentence out loud first and then write it down.


	
•  Re-read your sentences to check they make sense.













Phonics and spelling
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We are going to use phonics to work out how to spell unfamiliar words.




	
•  We will look at the sounds ff, ll, ss, zz and ck.


	
•  This is how they are spelled when they come straight after a single vowel in a short word:











	Spelling

	Sound






	    ff

	    f






	    ll

	    l






	    ss

	    s






	    zz

	    z






	    ck

	    k
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Remember, remember


The exceptions to this are if, pal, us, bus and yes.
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1 Matching sounds


[image: ]


What can you see in each picture? What sound can you hear at the end of each word?


Match the correct spelling to the sound of each word ending.








	
1 [image: ]


	 

	ff






	
2 [image: ]


	 

	ll






	
3 [image: ]


	 

	ck















2 Sorting sounds




	
1  Sort these words into groups by their endings. Draw your own table like the one below. The first one has been done for you.



	
•  sniff


	
•  buzz


	
•  pack


	
•  fall


	
•  fuzz


	
•  cliff


	
•  sick


	
•  bluff


	
•  small


	
•  boss


	
•  stiff


	
•  snack


	
•  ball


	
•  brass
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[image: ] 2  Write one word to describe each picture.



	
a  [image: ]



	
b  [image: ]



	
c  [image: ]
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Remember, remember


Check that your words have one of the endings from the Matching activity above.




[image: ]




[image: ]













[image: ]


Let’s try this!


It’s time to play a word game.




	
•  In pairs, choose one player to be the guesser.


	
•  The guesser closes their eyes and turns away from the other player.







	
•  The other player writes down a word ending in ff, ll, ss, zz or ck.


	
•  The other player now traces that word on the guesser’s back.


	
•  The guesser guesses the word.


	
•  Swap roles and play again.
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3 Writing sentences




	
1  Choose a word that ends ff, ll, ss, zz or ck.

Put that word into a sentence about the fable.


Here are two examples:












[image: ]


The lion was all covered in fluff.


The mouse was small but clever.
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2  Write three more sentences about the fable. Make sure you include a word that ends ff, ll, ss, zz or ck in each sentence.

Underline your chosen words in a different colour.















Listening and talking
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We are going to retell the fable of The Lion and the Mouse.
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1 Tell tales




	
[image: ] 1  Tell your partner what happened in the story. Divide the story into four parts to help.



	
•  Think about what happened first.



	
1  The Lion was asleep in the wood.






	
•  Use time words to help you structure the story.



	
2  Next, …


	
3  Then, …


	
4  Finally, …








Take turns to tell each other the story. Did your partner think of different details?
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[image: ] 2  Retell the story in a little more detail using more time words. You could use after and before.


	
[image: ] 3  Now add three or four actions to your story. Think about which parts of the story you could act out. Here are two examples:
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The Mouse nibbling a nut


The Lion yawning
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Let’s try this!


It’s time to act out the fable.




	
•  Your teacher will put you into groups and give everyone a part to play.


	
•  What props might you need?


	
•  How will you play your part?





When you have watched all the plays, discuss what was similar and different about them.
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Writing




1 Planning and writing a letter








	Task

	To write a thank you letter






	Purpose

	To show how the Lion was feeling at the end of the story






	Audience

	The Mouse
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