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			For Cara and Lilah, the fiercest and loveliest new dragonlings I know.


			—C.J.M.


			To my wisest and bravest friend, Millie.


			—M.D.
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			Dragons: An Introduction


			Dear Reader,


			I’m sure you’ve heard all the hero stories. Knights charging into battle to save the kingdom. Princesses growing into queens—fair, noble, quick to lead. But have you ever considered that the heroes we need most are . . . dragons?


			“Dragons?” you say.


			“As the heroes?” you ask.


			I know, I know. But dragons, you see, are brave and fearless creatures with fire in their bellies, wisdom in their eyes, feelings in their scales, and hearts so big that they will welcome into their world any weary traveler, lost soul, or human friend in need of a place to belong. That’s how I, a former royal biographer, left the dark libraries and empty battlefields and grand ballrooms to become a dragon myself.


			“You became a dragon?” you ask.


			Yes. 


			You see, the first time I saw a dragon, I shrieked like a banshee and ran face-first into the wall. When I came to, the dragon—Beppalina was her name—had made a cozy nest of grass and ferns where I could rest. She’d tucked her tail securely around me to keep me warm. When she saw that I was awake, she began to roar.


			I followed her to the edge of a cliff where she roared into the wind, tongue wagging in the breeze. She was listening to the sound of her own voice. I braced my boots on the rocky terrain. I took a deep breath. I roared into the wind, too. Beppalina laughed so hard, flames shot out of her nose. My roar didn’t bellow, it didn’t echo, it barely reached Beppalina’s small ears some twenty feet above my head. But I felt my lungs rattle. My heart pounded. My toes gripped the rocky earth through my leather boots as I rooted myself to the ground. I roared again and again and again.


			Beppalina joined in and we roared together—a fiery chorus from the top of the mountain, bellowing for all to hear. From that day on, Beppalina and I met each Wednesday to climb to the highest point and let out all our roars together. She introduced me to her friends (you’ll meet them soon). I took flight lessons (don’t look down!). And mud baths (self-care is most important).


			That is how I started my quest to become a dragon. And now you can embark on the journey, too! Read on, dear reader, and follow the steps to become the dragon you really are. Anyone can do it! 


			Here’s where you begin:


			1. Share your magic.


			2. Listen—to yourself and to others.


			3. Be brave enough to take risks that will help you grow.


			4. Believe in yourself.


			5. Do what you love.


			6. Take good care of yourself so you can take care of others.


			7. Be the one and only YOU.


			8. Follow your own unique path and don’t compare yourself to others.


			9. Stick with the dragons that make you glow and help you grow.


			Dragons come in all shapes and stripes. We don’t all have the same scales and tails. So don’t worry if you think you don’t look the part. There is magic in us all if you only dare to look.


			In the pages that follow, you’ll meet the dragons who helped me on my quest and hear about everything I learned as I made my own transformation. Dare to be brave enough to take your first flight. Unlock your unique powers to share with the world. Test your skills along the way. And in the end, you’ll discover the dragon hero in you, too.


			Know Yourself


			Once you start down this path, there is no turning back. The time has come to find out who you’ll be in the face of any challenge.


			What type of dragon are you?


			1  Where would you most like to live?


			A.  Near the ocean


			B.  On a mountain


			C.  In a forest


			D.  In the desert


			E.  On a savannah


			2  What is the best feeling in the world?


			A.  Being fresh and clean after a bath


			B.  The wind on your snout


			C.  Grass tickling your hide


			D.  The sun warming your scales


			E.  Moonlight washing over you


			3  You would describe yourself as:


			A.  Caring


			B.  Brave


			C.  Curious


			D.  Passionate


			E.  Calm


			4  What do you dislike the most?


			A.  Heat


			B.  Crowds


			C.  Heights


			D.  Cold


			E.  Mornings


			5  What magical power sounds the coolest?


			A.  Controlling the weather


			B.  Flying


			C.  Invisibility


			D.  Breathing fire


			E.  Night vision


			6  What is your best subject in school?


			A.  Science


			B.  Art


			C.  Math


			D.  PE


			E.  English


			7  What sounds like the best way to spend an afternoon?


			A.  Swimming


			B.  Getting into a snowball fight


			C.  Exploring


			D.  Going to the beach


			E.  Baking for your clan


			8  What is your biggest pet peeve?


			A.  Someone tugging on your tail


			B.  Getting dirty


			C.  Being cooped up inside


			D.  Being told what to do


			E.  Not finishing a book or project


			9  What color would you paint your cave or grotto?


			A.  Blue


			B.  White


			C.  Green


			D.  Red


			E.  Yellow


			10  How would you describe your clan?


			A.  You have a lot of distant cousins.


			B.  You all tend to do your own thing.


			C.  You do your best bonding one-on-one and outside.


			D.  You have a lot of loud talkers.


			E.  You tend to eat dinner and dessert together.


			

			

			Quiz Results




				Mostly As: 
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			You are a water dragon. Residing in oceans, rivers, lakes, and the occasional rain forest, water dragons are usually calm and thoughtful creatures. They love fish, music, and stormy weather (especially when they get to create it!). They dislike dry heat and having their tails tugged. Water dragons’ powers include making it rain, healing, and breathing underwater.







			Mostly Bs: 
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			You are an air dragon. Mountaintops, cliffs, or other places with a high elevation are the places these dragons call home. They love cloud-watching, playing in the snow, and whistling. They are not fans of dirt or large crowds. Their powers often consist of becoming invisible (or cloaking), super speed, and blowing big gusts of wind.







			Mostly Cs: 
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			You are a ground dragon. These great beasts mostly live in caves, in forests, and on savannahs. Their interests include exploring, grass, and belly rubs. They will avoid scary stories and spiders. Ground dragons have super strength and camouflage capabilities, and are whizzes at charms.







			Mostly Ds: 
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			You are a fire dragon. Most often, these dragons live in deserts and on tropical islands because they love the heat. They also tend to like sports, sand, and cooking (particularly roasting and barbecuing). They do not enjoy the cold or being told what to do. Their powers include breathing fire, age shifting, and immunity.







			Mostly Es: 
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			You are a moon dragon. These gentle giants live anywhere with a good view of the sky, particularly on savannahs and plains. They come out at night and love sweets, tie-dye, crystals, and a good story. They tend to dislike mornings and public speaking. Their powers include glowing, night vision, and future-telling.
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Cracking the Egg


			Thousands of years ago, the Earth was in chaos. It was still new, you see, and new things tend to need some time and care to sort themselves out. The seas boiled, mountains tumbled, and grass was shocked with ice. Creatures of all shapes and sizes—dragons, unicorns, elves, fairies, princesses, knights, and goblins—did not handle this chaos well. They fought about things like whose turn it was to straighten up the forest, or who got the last cherry blossom tree of the season, or who won the Goblin Games.


			The fighting only caused more chaos. Not only did wind tear up the land and cascading rain cause massive floods, but fires sprung up from the Earth’s very core. As the creatures took shelter, hoping it would stop, the stories began about the most incredible token—a giant egg perched on a mystical island in the middle of the unknown sea. Rumor had it that the egg contained special powers that would set the world right. But only those who already had these powers would be able to find it.


			Soon creatures ventured out into the storm to search far and wide for the Great Egg. They listed all the magic they believed they shared with the egg: knights had super strength and speed; fairies could cast charms like no other; goblins could grimace so hard they’d shatter the egg with a look; elves were creative and cunning. However, none were able to find the island, let alone get close to the egg. The seekers returned home empty-handed. They started to believe that the egg was just another fairy tale, another story made up to entertain or to help one sleep at night.


			Then one day, eight dragons flying about their normal business were pulled by the wind and arrived on the mystical island at the very same time. The Great Egg hummed, calling them to come closer. The dragons each placed a paw on the massive shell. Crack!  The dragons were startled and pulled their paws back. After all this time of hearing about the egg, they didn’t want to be the ones to break it. But the egg hummed louder, calling them back. Slowly, the dragons formed a protective circle around the egg and placed their paws gently back on its shell. Crack! Crack! Crack!  Suddenly, the egg burst open, shooting sparks high into the sky! A golden piece of courage, a glimmering chip of wisdom, a dazzling bit of kindness, a flashing cut of passion, a gleaming portion of justice, a sparkling slice of confidence, a twinkling chunk of ambition, and a flickering hunk of empathy—the traits that the eight dragons themselves possessed. For, you see, this was the real magic of the egg, and these were the powers that would set everything right.


			The sparkling insides soared across the world. Balance started to seep back into the Earth, allowing the oceans and the mountains and the grass to return to their normal tasks of making waves, standing tall, and being wonderfully green. Creatures everywhere stopped their squabbling to look at the beauty before them, the shiny power of the egg’s insides reflected in the stars and seas and, most important, in one another. Now their greatest strengths shone just as brightly as the egg had. Many of the silly ongoing fights were resolved in that shared moment of wonder, and the creatures started to see not only what they had in common with one another, but they also began celebrating their glittering differences.


			Meanwhile, the dragons returned to their lives and picked up right where they left off. You see, when you shine with courage, wisdom, kindness, passion, justice, confidence, ambition, and empathy, magic unites the world.
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			Similarities and Differences


			It was only after the powers of the Great Egg were released that the creatures began recognizing the similarities they shared with one another—as well as celebrating their differences. Take a peek around. What other types of creatures do you relate to? The results might surprise you!


			If you were not a dragon, what other mythical creature would you be?


			1  What would make up your perfect afternoon?


			A. Strolling through a sunlit forest


			B. Soaring through the clouds
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