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THE TOUGH WORLD OF BIG CATS


If you could be any animal, which would you 


choose? The chances are a tiger or one of 


its big cat relations would be high on your 


list. After all, what’s not to like about being a 


stunning, powerful and majestic ace predator 


with few enemies? But just read on to find 


out exactly what’s not to like and why being 


the world’s biggest cats can be TOUGH!


A WIDE RANGE


Different species of large cats live in the wild around the world. They survive 


in various habitats, from frozen Siberia to hot African plains and deserts to 


forests and mountains in Asia. Only four big cats can roar loudly: tigers, lions, 


leopards and jaguars. They can’t purr like non-roaring cheetahs, or American 


pumas, lynx and bobcats which also feature in this book. 


FIND OUT WHY 


SOMETIMES IT'S 


TOUGH TO BE A TIGER 


CUB LIKE ME.
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WHY DO I PUT UP WITH THIS?


SURVIVAL


As well as struggling to survive in often difficult environments where food 


can be scarce, big cats have been hunted by humans for centuries. Their skins 


have long been prized, as well as their organs and bones for making so-called 


medicines. Grand houses have been crammed with shot specimens for exotic 


trophies – the fiercer looking, the better.  Many thousands of big cats last 


century were trapped for sending to zoos and circuses. 


FIND OUT WHY IT’S 


EVEN TOUGHER TO BE 


AN EXTINCT BIG CAT!


And even before 


humans existed, it 


wasn’t easy being a big 


cat with sabre teeth.


Crowds flocked to be entertained by daring 


acts like these, over 150 years ago. 
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TRIALS OF A TIGER CUB


MUMMY, I’M HUNGRY.


HAVEN’T YOU NOTICED MY 


SHARP HORNS?


YIKES!


ME TOO. STAY 


HERE WHILE I 


GO HUNTING. 


A mother tiger and 


her cub hide deep in 


an Indian forest.


Back at the den …


SORRY, DEAR - 


DINNER IS OFF. 


BUT I’M SO 


HUNGRY!


THAT WATER 


BUFFALO LOOKS 


DELICIOUS … 
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