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INTRODUCTION


As an American literary icon, Edgar Allan Poe as a person is often shrouded in the same macabre light as that of his writings. Legends paint him as a madman, haunted by inner demons and vices—and his work a mere reflection of his insanity.


But underneath that fabrication is a person who was raised a gentleman and who crafted masterpieces of incredible imaginings. What cannot be denied, though, is that the atmosphere of his life was ripe with grief and isolation, accompanied by the loss of loved ones and professional strife as he struggled to make a living with his creative pursuits.


And that troubled tone echoes in his writings. We easily label Poe now as an editor, critic, poet, and short-story writer, but they are titles that he struggled through poverty to earn over time.


In this collection, we celebrate the “master of suspense” with six selected poems and four short stories that are full of mystery and horror. The poems include The Raven, To Helen, The City in the Sea, A Dream Within a Dream, The Conqueror Worm, and The Bells. First published anonymously in the New York Evening Mirror in 1845, The Raven has grown to become one of the most famous poems in literary history. To Helen was first printed in Poems in 1831, and some say it is about Jane Stith Craig Stanard, who Poe knew from Richmond growing up. The City in the Sea, possibly about the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (beneath the Dead Sea), also first appeared in Poems in 1831. In A Dream Within a Dream (1849) Poe reflects on a philosophical topic that has been pondered for thousands of years. The Conqueror Worm, first published by Graham’s Magazine in January 1843, transports you into a play. And the last major poem of Poe’s life, put in print by Home Journal in 1849, was The Bells.


The four haunting short stories included in this collection are The Masque of the Red Death (1842), The Tell-Tale Heart (1843), The Cask of Amontillado (1847), and The Black Cat (1843). Out of all of the stories Poe wrote, The Tell-Tale Heart is arguably known as the most terrifying. His tales have captivated readers across the ages and the way he crafted them with thrill and intrigue has garnered him the title “the father of detective stories.” The door into his chill-inducing, mysterious world awaits you.
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THE LIFE OF EDGAR ALLAN POE


Edgar Allan Poe was born in Boston, Massachusetts on January 19, 1809 to two actors, Elizabeth Arnold Hopkins and David Poe, Jr. He had an older brother, William Leonard Poe, and a younger sister, Rosalie Poe. The former became a poet and died young of tuberculosis and the latter grew up to become a teacher at a girls’ school. Their family dispersed when Edgar’s mother died from tuberculosis when he was two years old. Prior, his father disappeared.


Poe’s home, Philadelphia


Elizabeth, Poe’s mother
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Edgar was taken into the family of John and Frances Valentine Allan, who lived in Richmond, Virginia. As a tobacco merchant, John Allan provided for Edgar and attempted to raise him as a businessman. But the desire of young Edgar’s heart always harkened to poetry, wanting to be like British poet Lord Byron. By age thirteen he had started to answer that calling, despite the differences between himself and John Allan.


In 1826, Allan supported Poe while he attended the University of Virginia to study Latin and French, but only for one term, whereupon Poe took up gambling to try to pay off debts. He was forced to return home, where further heartbreak awaited him—his fiancée Sarah Elmira Royster had been promised to another man in his absence.


The following year, Poe began a short-lived military career and enlisted into the army as Edgar A. Perry. That same year, at the age of eighteen, he cultivated his first collection of poetry, Tamerlane and Other Poems, and got it published. After two years as a private soldier, he experienced another loss in his life–––the death of his adopted mother, Frances Valentine Allan, to tuberculosis.


At twenty-one, with the help of John Allan, Poe entered the Military Academy at West Point, but he only spent eight months there. He intentionally got himself thrown out, in order to pursue his literary passion. And he did—he published his third collection simply titled Poems in the aftermath.


For a brief period afterwards, he called Baltimore, Maryland, his home and lived with his aunt, Maria Clemm, and his cousin, Virginia (who at thirteen married him); they cohabitated with his grandmother (Elizabeth Poe) and his brother. When John Allan passed away in 1834, he left Edgar nothing. So for the rest of his life Poe struggled financially and moved a lot to find work.


Although we commonly associate Poe with being a writer of his own original imaginings, he made his living mainly by criticizing others’. He was known as a “fearless critic” for his brash reviews, which started at the Southern Literary Messenger in Richmond. Between 1835 and 1845, Poe tried to fight poverty by moving from Virginia to New York City to Philadelphia and back to New York in order to find magazine work, while attempting to write novels and poetry on the side.


While living in Philadelphia in 1839, his first book of short stories Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque was published by Lea & Blanchard. But it wasn’t until 1845, when The Raven and Other Poems (Wiley & Putnam, New York) entered the literary world that Poe’s name began to draw attention. Not only did people gather for his lectures, but he had also gained the credibility to ask for more money for his work.


As one aspect of his life came together, though, another fell apart. In 1942, tuberculosis struck his wife Virginia, like so many others in his past, and in 1847 she died at age twenty-four. In those five years, Poe turned to alcohol to ease his devastation. In the two years that followed Virginia’s death, Poe reconnected with and engaged Elmira Royster Shelton (who was widowed) in Richmond. He traveled to lecture and find people to support his proposed magazine endeavor, The Stylus.


Much mystery surrounds Poe’s death in 1849. On a trip from Richmond to Philadelphia, he briefly stopped in Baltimore, where his whereabouts went unknown for days. He was found in a bar on October 3 and passed away at Washington College Hospital in a coma, on October 7. His body resides now next to his wife Virginia’s in Baltimore, where his legacy lives on in not only his literary masterpieces but also the city itself.
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POEMS
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THE RAVEN


Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,


Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore,


While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,


As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.


“’Tis some visitor,” I muttered, “tapping at my chamber door—


Only this, and nothing more.”


Ah, distinctly I remember it was in the bleak December,
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