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What are rocks and minerals? They’re what our world is made of,  


and they’re all around us! 


A WHOLE WORLD OF ROCKS AND MINERALS


OUR ROCKY HOME


We’re all sitting on 


a giant rocky ball, 


whirling around the 


Sun. Our planet,  


Earth, is made of  


rocks and minerals.


MINERAL OR ROCK?


How do we decide whether 


something is a rock or a mineral?


Minerals are pure substances that 


are the same all the way through. 


They include crystals, many types of 


precious stones, and elements such 


as metals.


What’s this strange 


see-through 


mineral? Check it 


out on page 29.


Rocks are mixtures, usually made up of two 


or more different minerals. They come in 


three main types: sedimentary, igneous and 


metamorphic (see pages 12-17).


Wyoming was once 


called the Jade State.


The Cave of the Crystals is a deep 


underground chamber in Mexico, 


filled with huge selenite crystals.


It’s very hot inside the Earth and some of the 


rocks and minerals there are partly melted.


We live on the 


cooler, hard ‘crust’, 


which forms the 


land and seabed.
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