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Exam tips


Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check


Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding. Answers are given at the back of the book.
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Key quotation


Useful quotations to help you get to grips with the topics.
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Summaries





•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book


The aim of this guide is to help you prepare for the Pearson Edexcel AS and A-level Religious Studies Paper 3, New Testament studies. It includes coverage of all of the topics required as part of both the AS examination and the A-level examination. This guide should be used as a supplement for a taught course along with textbooks and other materials recommended by your teacher. The guide is split into two sections: Content Guidance and Questions & Answers.


The Content Guidance section, split across the six topic areas, summarises the specification content to develop your understanding of the various topics in New Testament studies that will be covered in both the AS examination (Topics 1–3) and A-level examination (Topics 1–6) of Paper 3, New Testament studies. Most topic areas will highlight the works and ideas of key scholars. This will prepare you to make a comparison between the works of two named scholars.


The Questions & Answers section provides guidance on how to answer both the AS and A-level examination Paper 3. It includes examples of and guidance on the question types you will encounter in the examination. It also includes sample student answers, and examiner comments on how to improve performance.
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Exam tip


In the A-level examination, it is compulsory for you to compare the work of two named scholars, including a specific extract of their work. These can be found in the A-level Religious Studies Anthology.
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Specification


Both the AS and A-level specifications for Paper 3 require a study of extended textual material from the New Testament. During the course of your AS and A-level study you will be required to:





•  explore the historical, religious and social context of the life of Jesus and the Gospel writers



•  undertake a detailed analysis of given extracts from the Gospels



•  develop an understanding of the technical language and terminology used within the texts



•  develop a detailed understanding of the scholarly and critical methods used in the study of the New Testament



•  consider how the first Christians understood the New Testament text and how they expressed and interpreted the person of Jesus





During the course of your A-level study only, you will be required to:





•  consider the views of key scholars who have made a significant contribution to New Testament studies both historically and in the present



•  assess the contribution of key scholars to the debate about the status of the Bible in Christianity



•  undertake a critical analysis of key concepts and teachings found in the New Testament for contemporary Christianity



•  explore the scientific and historical–critical challenges to faith and the responses of modern scholarship



•  explore interpretations of the ethical teachings within the Gospels and their impact on modern Christianity



•  explore the synoptic links between this paper and other areas of study, for example Paper 2, Religion and Ethics








Content Guidance


Introduction to New Testament studies


The Bible is a collection of books by different authors in different languages and includes many literary genres, spanning nearly 1,000 years of history. The New Testament consists of 27 books, including the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles and the letters of Paul.
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Key quotation


The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.


Martin Luther (1534)
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The books now found in the Old Testament were written by Jewish authors and brought together as the Tanakh in about 450 BCE. For Jews, it is not an ‘Old’ Testament but the only one. It is the founding document of the people of Israel, describing their origins, history and vision for a fair and just society. This was the Scripture for the Jewish people at the time of Jesus. Luke’s Gospel gives a glimpse of what were considered to be the Scriptures; Jesus himself refers to the Torah, Prophets and Psalms (Luke 24:44).
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Key quotation


… Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.


Luke 24:44
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The books found in Jewish Scriptures alongside books of the New Testament became part of the Christian canon; it was called the Bible. It was divided into two sections, the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament is accepted by Christians as an account of God’s covenant with his chosen people. It is also viewed as a backdrop as to how the New Testament can be understood.


For Christians, the Old and New Testaments are about Jesus:





•  The Old Testament points to Jesus.



•  The New Testament is an account of the life and teachings of Jesus and the impact of this upon early believers.





Within the Bible the Gospels are a unique form of literature found in the ancient world. They are neither historical documents nor biographies, yet they are not simply pieces of literature. They are at the centre of the Christian faith, yet each of the four Gospels presents the story of Jesus in a distinctive way.


There have been many different translations of the Bible throughout history. Some key ones are:





•  the Septuagint or LXX, the original Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible used by the early Church



•  the Vulgate, a Latin translation of the Bible in the fourth century. The Catholic Church affirmed it as its official Latin Bible in the sixteenth century



•  the Geneva Bible (1560), an English translation and viewed as the Bible of English Protestantism. The New Testament was translated from the Greek and the Old Testament was the first to be translated from the Hebrew



•  the King James Version (KJV) (1611), an English translation for the Church of England



•  the New International Version (NIV), first published in 1978. It is based on the earliest and best quality manuscripts available. It is favoured by scholars for a study of biblical texts as the translation is considered the closest to the original text
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Exam tip


The specification suggests that you use the New International Version of the Bible for your study of the New Testament. Throughout this book all biblical references are from the NIV.
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For Christians, no source for understanding the nature of God or the person of Jesus can be greater than the Bible because the Bible is considered the inspired word of God. However, many Christians believe that the teachings need to be interpreted to be fully understood. This has given rise to the discipline of biblical scholarship. While many scholars are from within the Christian faith, there are a number of biblical scholars who are from other religions or who have no particular faith. Coupled with this, some scholars approach the study of the New Testament from different perspectives, whether as historians or archaeologists, sociologists or anthropologists, or literary critics or rationalists.


During the course of your study you will be introduced to the works of different scholars. Most are Christian theologians or prominent New Testament scholars. You may make reference to them when discussing particular ideas and themes in the AS and A-level examinations, as follows:


AS:





•  Raymond Edward Brown



•  Morna Hooker



•  Charles Harold Dodd





A level:





•  Raymond Edward Brown



•  Morna Hooker



•  Charles Harold Dodd



•  Ian Howard Marshall



•  Albert Schweitzer



•  Ellis Rivkin



•  B. Alan Culpepper



•  Frank Matera



•  A comparison of the work of Ian Wilson and Frank Morison (for the first part of the final topic)






List of extracts for Paper 3, New Testament Studies


As this is a textual study you are expected to make an in-depth study of key extracts from the New Testament.


The list of extracts found in the Anthology is as follows:





•  Prophecy regarding the Messiah — Matthew 1:18–2:23



•  The Prologue in John — John 1:1–18



•  Selected ‘I am’ sayings in John — John 6:24–59, 8:12, 9:1–12, 10:1–21, 15:1–17



•  Miracles and signs — John 2:1–11, 4:43–54, 5:1–15, 6:1–24, 9:1–12, 11:1–44



•  The kingdom of God in Luke — Luke 8:1–15, 11:14–32, 13:22–30, 14:15–24, 17:20–37, 18:18–30, 19:11–27



•  Why did Jesus have to die? — John 2:12–25, 5:16–47, 7:25–52, 8:12–59, 9:13–34, 10:22–42, 11:45–57, 18:1–19:16



•  The crucifixion and resurrection narratives in Luke’s Gospel — Luke 23:26–24:53



•  How should we live? — Luke 6:17–26, 10:25–37, 15:1–32, 16:19–31





In addition you are required to study:





•  Morison, F. (2015) ‘Between Sunset and Dawn’, chapter 8 in Who Moved the Stone?, Magdalene Press, pp. 88–102



•  Wilson, I. (1996) ‘Did Jesus Really Rise From the Dead?’, chapter 10 in Jesus: the Evidence, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, pp. 139–153
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Exam tip


Use this link to access the Anthology: https://tinyurl.com/yargzcu6.
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The full prescribed texts are available online via the Pearson Edexcel website, https://qualifications.pearson.com.


Areas of study within the New Testament


This book covers a wide range of ideas and issues and identifies a number of areas arising from a study of the New Testament on which questions may be set in the examination.


Social, historical and religious context of the New Testament


This topic concerns the religious, social and political context of first-century Palestine for the life and teachings of Jesus. It includes:





•  prophecy regarding the Messiah with reference to the ‘suffering servant’ of Isaiah, the line of David and the idea of the messianic secret, with special consideration of the proof texts in Matthew’s birth narrative



•  the world of the first century: the religious groups in Palestine, Hellenism and the Roman occupation, including a consideration of the role and impact of these for the life and work of Jesus





Texts and interpretation of the person of Jesus


This topic requires a study of set texts concerned with the person of Jesus. It includes:





•  the meaning and theological significance of the Prologue in John for the nature and person of Jesus



•  the titles used for Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels, including Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man



•  a study of selected ‘I am’ sayings in the Fourth Gospel, including their background, symbolism and importance for understanding the Gospel



•  a study of the meaning and significance of the signs in the Fourth Gospel and the importance of these for understanding Jesus’s ministry



•  the implications of the set texts for codes for living and different understandings of the identity and message of Jesus





Interpreting the text and issues of relationship, purpose and authorship


This topic considers issues related to interpreting the text and authorship, including:





•  a study of the different types of biblical criticism, including the Synoptic problem and ways the text was transmitted and edited



•  an examination of the different views about the authorship of the Fourth Gospel and why it was written





Ways of interpreting the Scripture


This topic looks at the impact of modern scholarship on the value of Scripture. It includes:





•  a study of post-Enlightenment scholarship regarding the interpretation of the Bible, including an assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of different positions and the significance of the different models for the understanding of the Bible today





Texts and interpretation


This takes the form of an in-depth analysis of the nature of the kingdom of God, the crucifixion and resurrection narratives in Luke’s Gospel and a consideration of the question as to why Jesus had to die through a study of the conflict narratives in the Fourth Gospel. These include:





•  a study of the parables about the kingdom of God in Luke’s Gospel and eschatology



•  an examination of the religious and political conflicts in the ministry of Jesus and a consideration of the different views of who was responsible for Jesus’s death based on the text from the Fourth Gospel



•  the religious significance of the crucifixion narrative and the meaning of the resurrection narrative for early believers in Luke’s Gospel





Scientific and historical–critical challenges, ethical living and the works of scholars


The final topic considers the challenges posed by post-Enlightenment rational and scientific thinking for understanding the death and resurrection of Jesus and the interpretation of Jesus’s ethical teaching. It includes:





•  a study of the scientific challenge to the resurrection as a miracle and an analysis of two scholars’ views on the explanations for the empty tomb



•  an in-depth study of key ethical teachings of Jesus from Luke’s Gospel and their impact on Christian codes for living






Social, historical and religious context of the New Testament


Prophecy regarding the Messiah


The significance of the expectations of the Messiah for the Gospel writers


The New Testament writers sought to show that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah; in doing so they referred to Old Testament prophecies. There is much Christological debate as to whether Jesus saw himself as the Messiah or whether the early Church after his death and resurrection set out to prove that he was the Messiah. Either way, Jesus is viewed as the fulfilment of the prophecy regarding the Messiah by Christians. This is the fundamental dividing point between Judaism and Christianity.


Two of the key Old Testament prophecies were that the Messiah would be:





•  the suffering servant



•  of the line of David





The suffering servant in Isaiah


The part of Isaiah known as Deutero-Isaiah (chapters 40–55) is believed to have been written during the time of the Babylonian Exile. The message is that Israel had been chosen by God as His servant and will be restored from exile, revealing God’s glory to all nations.





•  The theme of the servant songs is that the servant is the chosen one of God, whose mission is to bring glory to Him.



•  The fourth song (Isaiah 52:13–53:12) explains the atoning sacrifice of the suffering servant, who is despised and rejected yet obeys to the point of death and is highly exalted by God.



•  Parallels can be drawn between Jesus’s life and the suffering servant:







    –  The servant was an ordinary man, not of high birth.


    –  He was despised and rejected.


    –  He was pierced, crushed, chastised and wounded.


    –  He did not protest or defend himself.


    –  He was punished for others’ wrongdoings.


    –  His death was that of a criminal but he had done no wrong.








•  The song reveals that the suffering was part of God’s plan as a ‘pay off’ for the people’s transgressions but in the end the servant will find a place with the righteous as a reward.
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Knowledge check 1


What is meant by the term ‘prophecy’?
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The significance of the suffering servant for the New Testament





•  Isaiah shows that a just man was punished and that he suffered for the wickedness of others. The New Testament writers believed that this was a messianic prophecy and Jesus was the fulfilment of it.



•  It is generally accepted that the idea of the servant found in Deutero-Isaiah plays a role in New Testament theology but there is debate around its importance and influence.



•  The question is whether it was Jesus himself who aligned himself with the suffering servant or whether it was the work of the early Church to explain why the expected Messiah suffered and was put to death.
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Key quotation


The real problem is to discover at what point the identification of Jesus with the Servant came into Christian thought: whether it was inherent in the teaching of Jesus, or whether it was introduced by the Church to explain his death.


Hooker (1959) Jesus and the Servant
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Key thinker


Morna Hooker (b.1931)


Hooker is a New Testament scholar who was a professor of divinity at the University of Cambridge from 1976 to 1998. She is also a Methodist preacher. Her main areas of interest are New Testament Christology and the use of the Old Testament in the New. Most of her work is focused on the Gospels and the letters of Paul.
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Was Jesus the suffering servant?


The traditional view


Jesus knew himself to be the servant found in the songs and set out to fulfil these predictions:





•  When Jesus told the disciples that he must be rejected and killed (Luke 9:22), he used Isaiah 53 to show that he was the servant.



•  On the eve of his death, Jesus saw his death in the light of the servant song. Compare Luke 22:37 with Isaiah 53:12 — both make reference to being ‘numbered with the transgressors’.



•  The words of Jesus suggest the idea of a suffering servant. For example, ‘For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’ (Mark 10:45)





Morna Hooker’s view


In her book Jesus and the Servant, Hooker challenges the traditional approach. She finds no convincing evidence to suggest that Isaiah 53 played a role in Jesus’s understanding of his ministry and claims that it has more to do with the early Church finding meaning in the passage after the death of Jesus:





•  The Jewish interpretation of the passage at the time of Jesus does not include any reference to the atoning nature of the death of the servant.



•  The idea of the atoning suffering of Jesus can be linked to Paul’s teachings.





The importance of the line of David





•  In Old Testament times, kings, prophets and priests were anointed by oil. The anointing was a sign that God had chosen them. So, the term Messiah was used to describe the person whom the Jews expected would save and restore God’s kingdom, as it was at the time of David.



•  King David’s rule over Israel came to be seen as the golden age in Jewish history. He was promised that one of his offspring would rule for ever and establish God’s kingdom for ever.



•  Throughout the Old Testament there is an expectation that the Messiah would be a descendant of David. The Jews were expecting a ‘King Messiah’ who would deliver and restore the kingdom of Israel.



•  Matthew’s Gospel records on six different occasions people referring to Jesus as the son of David.
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Background information


King David (reigned c.1010–970 BCE)


David was born in Bethlehem in the eleventh century BCE. His father was Jesse of the tribe of Judah. The young David was a shepherd and was known as a talented musician. He later became known for slaying Goliath. He was anointed as king by Samuel and ruled over Israel for about 40 years. He established Jerusalem as the capital. He had numerous consorts and children but Solomon was his successor.
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Knowledge check 2


What is meant by the title ‘Messiah’?
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The idea of the messianic secret


The theory of the messianic secret in Mark’s Gospel was first put forward by William Wrede in 1901. He suggested that Mark had Jesus trying to keep the fact he was the Messiah a secret and observed that:





•  Jesus silences the demons who knew him (1:34).



•  Jesus tells people who are healed not to tell anyone about him (5:35–43).



•  Jesus speaks in parables so people find it hard to understand his message (4:11–12).



•  Jesus’s own disciples do not understand who he is (4:41).





This all reflects a tension between the belief held by the early Church that Jesus was the Messiah and what people saw as the ‘non-messianic’ nature of Jesus’s ministry. How could this be reconciled?


The answer lies in Mark’s development of a theological device of secrecy: Jesus is the Christ, Son of God throughout his ministry but he tries to keep it a secret. Therefore, Jesus’s words and actions cannot be taken as historical; they are a theological device.


Other scholars maintained that the messianic secret was historical. The reason for Jesus’s demand for secrecy was from fear of his messiahship being misunderstood as a political messiahship.


Hooker (1991), in her commentary The Gospel According to St Mark, observes that:





•  Wrede was right that it was after the resurrection that people came to understand who Jesus was and Mark has perhaps used the technique of the messianic secret to explain the failure of both the disciples and the religious authorities to fully understand that Jesus was the Messiah.



•  It is possible that the secrecy motif came from Jesus himself since he would not have wanted to claim the title for himself as it would detract from his message about the kingdom of God.







[image: ]


Key quotation


… for Mark the theme of secrecy is a theological motif: he uses it to tell us something about Jesus — and about the way in which men and women reacted to him.


Hooker (1983) The Message of Mark
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Key thinker


Raymond Edward Brown (1928–98)


Brown was an American biblical scholar and Catholic priest. He is viewed as a liberal scholar and was one of the first Catholics to employ the historical–critical methods to the Bible. He has made a significant contribution to the understanding of John’s Gospel, especially about authorship, and the birth and death narratives in the Gospels.
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Exam tip


You will be expected to study the extracts from the Anthology alongside the section you are studying. For this first section it is Matthew 1:18–2:23.
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A study of Matthew’s proof texts in the birth narratives
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Knowledge check 3


Define the term ‘messianic secret’.
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Background


Most scholars think that the Gospel was written in Syria by a Greek-speaking, Jewish Christian around 50 years after the death of Jesus. The exact identity of the author is unknown but it was probably a member of a mixed Christian community from both Jewish and Gentile backgrounds. Some think Matthew had a rabbinic background.
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Key quotation


… there is probably a hint of polemic in the way the evangelist cites Scripture.


Brown (1993) commenting on Matthew’s infancy narrative in The Birth of the Messiah
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It is thought that there were tensions within this community as it was around this time that a ‘curse on heretics’ was added to the Jewish benedictions; those that believed Jesus was the Messiah were classified as such. This may account for Matthew’s attempt at proving that Jesus was the Messiah in his opening chapters.
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Key quotation


… there is probably a hint of polemic in the way the evangelist cites Scripture.


Brown (1993) commenting on Matthew’s infancy narrative in The Birth of the Messiah
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It is generally accepted that Matthew used much of Markan material when writing his Gospel (see also the section on interpreting the text, beginning on page 45). But the beginnings of the two Gospels are remarkably different; the key question is why did Matthew add in the birth narrative? For Hooker, the writer is giving the reader a ‘unique key’ to understanding the message within each Gospel. She heads her chapter about Matthew as a ‘Prophetic Key’.
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Key quotation


… one of the major differences is that Matthew choses to begin his story in a totally different way … to provide us with his key to the gospel …


Hooker (1997) commenting on the similarities and differences between Mark and Matthew’s introductions in Beginnings
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The five scriptural references in Matthew’s birth narrative


Matthew recounts the birth of Jesus from Joseph’s viewpoint and highlights that he is of the line of David. Five proof texts have been identified in the narrative. These are outlined in Table 1.1.
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Brown comments that Matthew incorporates into the infancy narrative different kinds of material, including: messianic family tree, annunciation of the Messiah’s birth based on the Old Testament and carefully chosen Scripture.


How does Matthew’s birth narrative link with the expectations of the line of David?


Traditionally the text is divided into four parts:


1 The title (1:1)





•  Reference is made to three titles: Messiah, Son of David and Son of Abraham. Matthew then sets out to prove that this is who Jesus is through the genealogies.





2 Genealogy (1:2–17)





•  The genealogies are divided into three periods:







    –  Abraham to David, viewed as the first age of waiting. The promises made to Abraham came to be fulfilled through David’s kingship. Another king was promised.


    –  David to the Exile, the era of the kings. This is the age of decline, as it ends with the last king and the landmark point in Jewish history — the Exile.


    –  Exile to the Messiah, another era of waiting. This ends with the birth of Jesus. It brings the reader back to the climax of the end of the first era: to the son of Abraham, the son of David, the Messiah in the person of Jesus.








•  Jesus’s genealogy is traced through the line of Joseph and through the direct royal line of David.






3 The birth of Jesus (1:18–25)






•  Told from the point of view of Joseph, reference is made to him being a son of David, emphasising Jesus’s Davidic lineage.



•  This is the first time Matthew uses this formula for the fulfilment of an Old Testament passage (1:22).



•  The name Immanuel shows that God was with them. The last words of Jesus are ‘I am with you always’ (28:20), which match this fulfilment text.
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Exam tip


Annotate a copy of the given biblical passages from the Anthology, highlighting the key ideas for each of the sections within the extract. See page 8 of this guide. For this section the relevant extract is Matthew 1:18–2:23.


[image: ]





4 The Magi, King Herod, the escape to Egypt and return (chapter 2)





•  Bethlehem is stressed as Jesus’s place of birth. Matthew is showing the link between Jesus and King David.



•  The Jews looked back to the Exodus as the beginning of their history and look forward to a new Exodus under a new Moses at the end of time. In this section there are a number of references back to the Exodus and Moses:







    –  the killing of the first born by Pharaoh — Herod’s decree to kill the children


    –  Moses being hidden and saved — Jesus was saved by the escape to Egypt


    –  Moses being told to return on the Pharaoh’s death — Joseph is told to bring Jesus back to Israel





The impact of the expectations of the Messiah on Matthew’s birth narrative
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Key quotation


Jesus is the legitimate descendant of David, and King of the Jews; the idea that Jesus is a king is taken up later in the Gospel, and of course he dies as King of the Jews.


Hooker (1997) Beginnings
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Matthew includes much material that is not included in the other Gospels. He uses this to prove that Jesus is of the line of David, the long expected Messiah, to his readers.





•  Through the three sets of 14 generations, the link between Jesus and David is highlighted. If the letters of the Hebrew alphabet are given a number, the total for the name David in Hebrew is 14.



•  Through Joseph’s line, Jesus is clearly identified as being of the line of David.







    –  Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the birthplace of David.


    –  King Herod fears he will take his throne.


    –  The Magi acknowledge his kingship.








•  Matthew reconciles possible contradictory beliefs about Jesus’s royal descent through the line of Joseph and his conception through the Holy Spirit. Verses 1:18–24 tell how Joseph came to accept Jesus as his son even though he was conceived through the Holy Spirit.





Jesus and the link to Moses


Matthew does more than claim Jesus to be of Davidic descent. He also reflects the beliefs of the time that God would send Israel a prophet like Moses, who too would be chosen to do God’s work. Moses was probably the most significant figure in Jewish history and Matthew draws parallels between the births of Jesus and Moses and the Exodus.


Matthew appears to be seeing Jesus as a ‘new Moses’; Jesus as a greater teacher is a theme in the Gospel, for example the Sermon on the Mount.
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Summary





•  Traditionally it is thought that Jesus saw himself to be the suffering servant. Parallels can be drawn between the life of Jesus and the life of the suffering servant of Isaiah. Other scholars argue that the suffering servant passages should be seen in the light of the early Church’s belief that Jesus was the Messiah and that meaning was found after Jesus’s death.



•  At the time of Jesus, there was an expectation that the Messiah would be a descendant of King David. King David’s rule over Israel was seen as a golden age and the Jews hoped that the Messiah would restore this kingdom. Matthew ‘proves’ that Jesus is of the line of David through his emphasis on the role of Joseph, so showing Jesus to be the expected son of David, the Messiah.



•  In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is shown as trying to keep secret the fact he was the Messiah. Wrede suggested that Mark introduced the theme of secrecy to reconcile that Jesus was the Messiah but Jesus never made this claim of himself.



•  In his birth narrative, Matthew includes five proof texts and sets out to show that Jesus was the Messiah by making links with the people and stories found in the Old Testament and the prophecies about the Messiah.
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The world of the first century and the significance of this context for the life and work of Jesus


The significance of the context of Jesus’s life and work


Jesus was born a Jew in Palestine, a subject of the Roman Empire. How did this come about? The answer lies in the history of Israel.


Becoming the people of Israel





•  Jews believed that God chose both the people and the land of Israel.



•  The covenant in Genesis promised the Jews the land of Israel and many descendants.



•  The later revelation of the Law to Moses showed the Jews how the covenant was to be kept.



•  Through these covenants the unique and divine nature of both the people and land were established.
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Background information


Dating systems


In the dating system adopted by the Western world the focal point is the Christian belief, Jesus is Christ:





•  BC means before Christ.



•  AD means Anno Domini, a Latin phrase for ‘in the year of our Lord’.





The use of these terms can be traced back to the seventeenth century and they became widely used in Jewish circles to denote the Western calendar. In today’s multicultural society, many academics make use of BCE and CE, as this avoids an explicit link to Christian beliefs:





•  BCE stands for ‘before the Common Era’.



•  CE stands for ‘Common Era’.
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The kingdom of Israel






•  In the land of Canaan (later called Israel), 12 tribes of Israel were ruled by the Judges.



•  1020–928 BCE: During this time David was king; the Davidic kingship was known as the golden era in Jewish history. David established Jerusalem as the capital and his son Solomon built the first Temple here.



•  928–586 BCE: During this time the prophets were the ones who reminded the people of their covenantal relationship with God.



•  In 586 BCE Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians and the Temple was destroyed; the Jews went into exile.





The Exile (586–539 BCE)





•  One of the most significant times in Jewish history — the religion transformed from one of a nation centred on the Temple, to a religion rooted in everyday life.



•  The origin of many of the beliefs and practices of Judaism can be attributed to this time, for example the role of the synagogue and the hope that the kingdom of David would be re-established.



•  In 539 BCE the Persians conquered Babylonia and allowed the Jews to return to Judah and rebuild the Temple.





The Greek Empire (333–160 BCE)





•  During the next 400 years the Jews were allowed to live relatively peacefully by the Persian and Greek rulers. The High Priest and his council governed but were answerable to the imperial power.



•  In 175 BCE Antiochus IV came to power and forced Hellenisation upon the Jews: a statue of Zeus was placed in the Temple, Torah scrolls were burnt, Jews were forbidden to keep the Sabbath; any who failed to follow Antiochus’ edict was put to death.



•  This led to the Maccabean Revolt in 167 BCE. Eventually the Jews succeeded and a period of self-rule followed.
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Knowledge check 4


What is meant by ‘Hellenisation’?
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Exam tip


Knowing the dates and events of the history up to the first century is not a requirement of the examination, but it helps in understanding the sequence, timescale and impact of the Jewish people at the time of Jesus.
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Roman occupation


Jewish independence came to an end due to the struggle for power between two of the Jewish ruling families. They both appealed to the Roman general Pompey for support; he used this as an opportunity to invade Jerusalem. Once again the Jews were ruled by an imperial power and were its subjects.


How was Palestine governed?
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2:19-23 u Third dream of |Isaiah 11:1 u Jesus went to live in Nazareth
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