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			For all the kids who want to make a difference
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Chapter 1
 A Very Valued Visitor

			Rohan Murthy’s class was starting the school day outside.

			“I wonder what’s going on?” Rohan whispered to his best friend, Adam.

			“I don’t know, but it’s great to be out in the sun instead of stuck in our classroom,” Adam said.

			 Rohan kicked at the rectangular patch of bare dirt. They were behind the school, not far from the playground and a small grove of trees.

			“So, third graders, this is a place where we’ll be doing some learning this fall and in the spring. What do you think will go here?” Mrs. Z asked.

			“It’s small for a soccer field,” Rohan said. “Maybe a playground?”

			“We already have that. How about a water park?” Ayana asked.

			“No one has a water park at school,” said Sebastian.

			“We could plant something,” Steven said.

			“Exactly. This is the space for our new Curiosity Academy garden,” Mrs. Z said. “We’ll need help from the whole school community. We’re going to plant bulbs this fall, sprout seeds indoors in the late winter, and start our outside garden in the spring. We’ll need ideas about what to plant, and lots of hands for digging and weeding.”

			“We could plant flowers,” Fia said.

			“And vegetables,” Emma said.

			“Maybe even a tree,” Rohan said. “Every new tree helps the planet.”

			“That would be pretty expensive,” Memo said.

			“We’ll also need help raising money for all our garden plans, so think about ideas for that, too,” Mrs. Z said.

			I’d love to help raise money for the garden, Rohan thought. We should make it the most awesome garden possible!

			Back inside, Rohan looked at the board.

			The Daily Scribble 

			for Monday, September 16

			What are you looking forward to this week?

			Rohan smiled and wrote:

			I’m looking forward to thinking more about the school garden. But first, I’m excited about our Valued Visitor this morning!

			Rohan drew a picture of a woman with curly hair and glasses and her hands on her hips like a superhero. Then he glanced at his mom talking with Mrs. Z, and his chest filled with pride.

			Mrs. Z said, “I’m thrilled to introduce our first Valued Visitor of the year—Rohan’s mom, Shilpa Murthy. Please join me in giving her a very warm third-grade welcome!”

			Everyone in the class clapped for Mom. Rohan clapped the loudest. Even Honey, the class guinea pig, seemed excited, squeaking and hopping around in her cage.

			“Good morning, third graders!” Mom said. “I’m so thrilled to visit you. Today, I’m going to tell you about starting a new business. Please feel free to take notes or draw.”

			Rohan grinned as he turned the page in his notebook.

			“As a kid, I loved to draw. I doodled in the margins of my notebooks all the time.” As Mom talked, she drew a notebook filled with squiggles on the board.

			Rohan looked down at his own doodle-filled notebook. He loved that he shared this with his mom. Drawing was how they both got some of their best ideas.

			“Later, I went to art school and learned to  do all kinds of art,” Mom continued, “but drawings and cartoons were always my favorites. After I finished school, I worked at a bunch of different jobs. Then one day, a friend saw one of my drawings and asked me to make one for her, and I realized I could combine the things I love most: making art and making people happy. Customers send me photographs, and I make special drawings of people they love.” She drew a portrait of a person smiling. “I needed to learn how to make art quickly, and how to find customers, but now I run a successful business.”

			Mom clasped her hands. “So with that in mind, I want to talk to you about starting your own businesses. First, you need an idea. Who has an idea for a business?”

			Lots of kids raised their hands. Mom called on Poppy.

			“I’d like to start a baking business,” Poppy said. Rohan noticed that her earrings looked like little cupcakes. So cool!

			“Great,” Mom said. She wrote “Idea: Baking Business” on the board and drew a little cupcake next to it. “In order to be successful, it’s important to plan out how your business will work. First, try to identify a need in the community. Why would people need Poppy’s business?” Mom asked. She wrote “Community Needs” on the board.

			“People always need fun treats for celebrations,” Emma said.

			“And everyone likes cupcakes and cookies,” Memo said.

			“Excellent,” Mom said. “Another thing to think about is how your business will be different from others that do similar things. For example, I draw cartoon images of people in my unique style.”
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