















10 Steps to
Beautiful Roses


Maggie Oster





Introduction


Rare is the person who doesn’t know and love roses. They are considered the ultimate flower to give as a gift, especially the classic red ones. Their special scent is a part of many of our perfumes. Photos or paintings of roses grace calendars, cards and advertisements. Poets and songwriters frequently use the romantic symbolism of the rose in their lyrics. For centuries, the rose has played a role in religion, art, literature and heraldry.


Rare, also, is the person who thinks roses are easy to grow. An entire mythology has sprung up about the diverse problems of insects, diseases, winterkill, special fertilizers, and complicated pruning techniques. In reality, roses are no more difficult to grow than any other shrub or flower. But just as other plants need some care and attention, so do roses. A basic understanding of these simple aspects of rose selection and care will generously reward you with the glorious blooms we all prize so highly.


More and more, people are discovering that roses can be a valuable addition to the landscape. No other shrub can bloom almost continuously from early summer until frost. And no other shrub comes in such a wide range of growing habits.


There are rose plants less than 12 inches tall that provide the same colorful addition to a yard as bedding plants, yet they need be planted only once, not every year like petunias or impatiens. There are also roses to train on fences, arbors and trellises. Other varieties are great for trailing over walls or out of hanging baskets. To say nothing of the wide range of shrub types, from spreading two-foot tall plants that might grace an entrance planting to six-foot tall, columnar roses that would make a great hedge.


Part of the reason for the current rose renaissance is that rose hyridizers have been striving to develop new varieties that are more disease resistant, better able to withstand both cold winters and hot summers, and ever more adaptable to a wide range of growing conditions. Even better, many of these recent new rose introductions also have that lovely rose fragrance.


No other plant produces the quantity or quality of blooms each year, even the same year of planting. The fresh-cut roses alone will return your purchase price many times over. No doubt, roses are one of the best gardening buys around. To insure a return on that investment, let’s go through the 10 easy steps to successfully growing beautiful roses.





Step 1 — Choose Well


Gertrude Stein wrote, “a rose is a rose is a rose,” but that just isn’t the case. With thousands of varieties from which to choose, there’s obviously going to be some variation in characteristics.


For instance, although roses are among the most adaptable of plants, being able to thrive in a wide range of climates from sub-tropical California to the deep-freezer climate of Alaska, some rose varieties are better adapted to certain regions than others. Also, some varieties are more disease resistant, more tolerant of neglect, and produce more flowers than others.


There’s also variation in the quality of the plants being sold, so learning to recognize healthy plants is important, too. Equally important is choosing the right plant for the right location.


To sort out this assortment of factors, let’s first look at the different types, or classifications, of roses. Originally there were between 150 and 200 rose species found growing in the wild. From these have evolved the thousands available today that are divided into four major types: bush, climbing, shrubs and ground cover, and tree roses.
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Bush Roses



Usually upright-growing, bush roses need no support and grow from less than six inches to over six feet tall, depending on the variety and climate. Bush roses are further subdivided into five categories: hybrid tea, floribunda, grandiflora, miniature, and heritage, or old, roses.
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