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Introduction
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Tattoos are an art form at the peak of innovation. The Art of Tattoo celebrates the new-wave tattooists and body artists, while doffing our caps to the classic styles that paved the way for the surge of creativity and invention found in contemporary tattoo art. Simple outlines and a limited palette have exploded into watercolours, photorealism and pen-and-ink masterpieces. With new technology and cutting-edge techniques, a tattoo artist can create unique and exquisite pieces with as much freedom as an expressionist painter. Now body art can be gorgeously vibrant or meticulously detailed, shaded with jumping-off-the-skin 3D tangibility or stunning in its black-and-white simplicity. I hope you enjoy flicking through these pages and finding inspiration for your next tattoo, or simply looking in awe at these incredible examples of today’s best body art.
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