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  Context


  Søren Kierkegaard lived the majority of his life alone. He left his native Copenhagen only three times—each time to visit Berlin—and never married, though he was engaged for a short time. Despite his solitary existence, Kierkegaard’s writings are some of the most impassioned and controversial in all of philosophy. He is sometimes called a “poet-philosopher” in honor of both his passion and his highly literary experiments in style and form. Kierkegaard is known for his critiques of Hegel, for his fervent analysis of the Christian faith, and for being an early precursor to the existentialists.


  Kierkegaard was born in 1813, the year Denmark went bankrupt. Although Kierkegaard’s father had personally managed to escape financial ruin, Denmark as a nation struggled for much of the early to mid-1800s. The people put increasing pressure on the monarchs to institute a democracy, and a free constitution was finally established in 1848. The changes leading up to the governmental restructuring resulted in an explosion of wealth and learning and afforded citizens like Kierkegaard the leisure and environment necessary to pursue a life of writing and thinking. However, democratization also helped inspire one of Kierkegaard’s most enduring philosophical themes: freedom could actually lead to fear. While the new religious and social freedoms available in Denmark brought many positive changes, they also had psychological repercussions that deeply concerned Kierkegaard. He felt that having the freedom to choose inevitably involved feeling anxiety over which path to choose, even as it simultaneously inspired joy. Kierkegaard also worried that too many people squandered that freedom by blindly following public opinion. Kierkegaard was born into a wealthy and respected family, the youngest of seven siblings. His mother was an unassuming figure: quiet, plain, and not formally educated. Kierkegaard’s father, on the other hand, was melancholic, anxious, deeply pious, and fiercely intelligent. Kierkegaard’s father believed that a youthful denunciation of God had brought a curse upon his family and that all his children would die before the age of thirty-four (a fate that only Søren and his brother Peter escaped). Kierkegaard ended up inheriting a great deal of his own intellectual and psychological character from his father. In 1830, he enrolled at Copenhagen University and began to study theology, per his father’s wishes. His mother died while he was at university, and despite keeping a remarkably detailed set of journals, Kierkegaard never mentioned her death. He didn’t take his theological studies very seriously, though he was reading a great deal of literature and philosophy. Kierkegaard was highly social during this period, attending dinners, concerts, and the theater, and becoming well known for his wit and good humor. When his father died in 1838, however, Kierkegaard settled down and devoted himself to the study of theology.


  Kierkegaard received his doctoral degree in theology in 1840. He had inherited a large sum of money from his father, and as a rich, accomplished, young man, Kierkegaard was considered one of Copenhagen’s most eligible bachelors. He became engaged to the beautiful Regine Olsen, the seventeen-year-old daughter of a politician, but later broke their engagement. Despite their deep love for one another, Kierkegaard apparently believed that his life as a thinker made him unsuitable for marriage, particularly to a young, inexperienced girl. Kierkegaard had strong feelings for Olsen throughout his life, despite her having married another man and leaving Copenhagen with him. His relationship with Olsen—like his relationship with his father—is a major biographical influence on his philosophical work.

OEBPS/Text/nav.xhtml




CONTENTS



		SparkNotes Guide to Søren Kierkegaard (1813–1855)



		Title Page



		Context



		Themes, Arguments, and Ideas



		Summary & Analysis		Either/Or



		Fear and Trembling



		The Sickness Unto Death

















Navigation





		Cover



		Table of Contents











OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Seren
Kierkegaard






