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Introduction



It is very common practice for schools to recommend to students that they get a revision guide to support their final revision for GCSE (and in fact any formal exams). The point being that you, the student, can do some reading and studying at home with a set of reliable notes. This is crucial to GCSE success – just working in school is not enough. This book is to help you revise, covering the whole Specification.

Of course, revision guides are just shortened forms of the textbook (which is a shortened form of what you should be covering in class). They don’t give you every detail and do expect you to have some knowledge to start with. This guide is no different, though it should give you enough detail and clues to be able to revise effectively. It is meant to support your revision, not teach you anew.

Doing well in exams is about knowing and understanding the subject content in a course. It is also very much about being able to understand the questions you are faced with and what they want of you. This usually means you have to apply your knowledge, and demonstrate clear understanding and insight. This guide gives you lots of exam advice, practice questions and practice answers to think about.

Hopefully your teachers have taught you a few revision techniques. Make sure you try them out, bearing in mind that some people use the same method effectively for every subject, while others use a variety of methods depending on the subject they are revising. Your revision programme will be unique to you – just make sure you have one! This guide suggests a small number of revision strategies which have been effective for GCSE students in the past – feel free to try them, use them as described or tailor them to your style.

How does it work?


	✚  Each topic lists the key terms you need to know so that you can answer questions. Knowing key terms is the bedrock of your success.


	✚  A glossary of key terms gives you the words used in the Specification itself – questions use these terms, so they are the most important.


	✚  Each topic is written in bitesize chunks – read and learn them all. There are three religions in this book – revise only the two you studied in school. All six Themes are here, but in the exam you answer four.


	✚  Key teachings are found throughout the book. Those prescribed by the Specification are there, but we have added quite a few extras. It always impresses examiners if you use teachings that are specific to a question.


	✚  At the end of each section there is a page of exam practice questions – great practice for you. And as a bonus, you will gain increased familiarity with exam question wording, reducing anxiety and confusion in the exam.


	✚  There is a section on revision techniques. Try them all – you never know what might work for you. Try them in other subjects, too.


	✚  Throughout the book we have scattered quick tips and hints – tips for revision, for the exam, and common mistakes.


	✚  We also give you a checkpoint page which doubles as the contents page. Track your revision progress and grow your confidence as you tick the boxes.




Good luck!












Get the most from this book





These revision notes will help you to revise for AQA’s GCSE (1–9) Religious Studies Specification A. It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.


Tick to track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 3 to 6 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:




	✚  revised and understood a topic



	✚  tested yourself



	✚  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers






Features to help you succeed


Exam practice


An Exam Practice page is provided for each topic. Use these to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.


Religious teachings


It is crucial that you can write about religious teachings in your exam. Almost all the questions demand this. This book includes many teachings to use, but you should look to add your own.


Now test yourself


This is a series of quick questions to check your knowledge. You could do them before or after you revise the information from the page. Some suggested answers to these questions can be found online at https://www.hachettelearning.com/answers-and-extras


Exam tips


Throughout the book there are tips to help you boost your grade. They can also be used with other topics and Themes.


Key terms


Key terms are highlighted and defined throughout the book. There are lists of Specification-specific terms at the end of each section, but you should  familiarise yourself with all the highlighted terms.


Revision tip


Throughout the book there are tips to help you improve your revision. 


Activities


Activities consist of sample questions and answers for you to use to improve your technique. A number of these are evaluation tasks, and will give you ideas of arguments as well.





Full Course and Short Course outlines


If you have this book and you are revising for the Full Course RS GCSE check the following:




	✚  You have studied two world religions. This book covers Christianity, and Islam.



	✚  You know both the beliefs and the practices for the two religions you have studied.



	✚  You have studied four Themes – there are six covered in the book so make sure you are revising the ones your teacher has taught you. The attitudes of all six world faiths are referred to in each Theme.






You will have one exam paper for the religions. This is Paper 1.




	✚  Religion 1 – Beliefs = 24 marks + 3 SPaG



	✚  Practices = 24 marks
 Total for Beliefs and Practices is 51 marks



	✚  Religion 2 – Beliefs = 24 marks + 3 SPaG



	✚  Practices = 24 marks
 Total for Beliefs and Practices is 51 marks



	✚  Total marks for Paper 1 = 102. You will have 1 hour 45 minutes.






You will have one exam paper for the Themes: Paper 2.




	✚  You will answer four full questions, each worth 24 marks.



	✚  Total marks for Paper 2 = 99 marks (96 + 3 SPaG). You will have 1 hour 45 minutes.






The questions within each religion (both Beliefs and Practices) and Themes have a common structure made up of five part-questions of 1, 1, 4, 6 and 12 marks.


If you have this book and you are revising for the Short Course RS GCSE, check the following:




	✚  You know the Beliefs for the two religions you have studied. Do not revise the Practices sections for either religion.



	✚  You also need to have studied two Themes – there are six covered in the book so make sure you are revising Theme A Relationships and families and Theme B Religion, peace and conflict. Note: Theme B for the Short Course is actually Theme D in this book.



	
✚  You will have one exam (called Paper 1), split into three mini-papers.




	✚  Mini-paper 1 – Religion 1 – Beliefs = 24 marks (+ 3 SPaG)



	✚  Mini-paper 2 – Religion 2 – Beliefs = 24 marks (+ 3 SPaG)



	✚  Mini-paper 3 – Theme A – Relationships and families = 24 marks plus Theme B – Religion, peace and conflict = 24 marks












Total marks for Paper 1 = 102 and you will have 1 hour 45 minutes.


The questions within each religion (Beliefs) and Themes have a common structure made up of five-part questions of 1, 1, 4, 6 and 12 marks.





The exam for Full Course GCSE


All of your work for Religious Studies is summed up in your performance in two exam papers. You can look at each paper as being four sets of 24 marks; the mark breakdown in each 24 set is always the same.




















	

	Four sets


	Questions


	Total marks







	Paper 1


	
Religion 1 – Beliefs and teachings


Religion 1 – Practices


Religion 2 – Beliefs and teachings


Religion 2 – Practices



	
Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks



	
24 × 4


plus 3 marks for SPaG








	Paper 2


	
Theme choice 1


Theme choice 2


Theme choice 3


Theme choice 4



	
Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks



	
24 × 4


plus 3 marks for SPaG











To reach the higher grades, aim to score at least 14 marks per set. Evenly scoring across all of the sets works best for this. If you know you have a weaker set  - for example, you hate the fourth of your Themes  - then do extra revision work to bring that weak set up to the level of your stronger ones. Eradicate the weakness!


Command phrases in the exam – what they are and what they mean


The wording of the exam questions is fixed and examiners have to write questions which fit into the prescribed wording. The wording is specific for Religion Beliefs (RB), Religion Practices (RP) and the Themes (T). So what are they seeking?




















	Which section?


	Wording


	Explanation


	Marks











	All


	Give/name one ...


	For 1-mark questions you just write one idea. This could be one word, a short phrase or a sentence.


	1







	RB


	Explain two ways in which ... influences _________ today


	You must give and explain two ways, but you must show the impact on behaviour/thinking of people in that religion today.


	4







	

RP/T



	Explain two different _________ in contemporary British society


	
You must give and explain two beliefs/teachings/practices, but they must be contrasting or different.


In the Themes, there are only three ‘contrasting’ topics to know about per Theme and you must answer from a Christian perspective for one view.



	4







	T


	Explain two similar ...


	You must give and explain two beliefs/teachings/practices. Can be from any aspect of the topic.


	4







	T


	Explain two different ...


	You must give and explain two teachings/practices. Can be from any aspect of the topic and any religion.


	4







	RB


	Explain two (religion) teachings about ...


	You must give and explain two teachings. Stating and applying the source of authority gains two marks. It is easier to get the marks by using clear, specific teachings.


	6







	RP


	Explain two different ways in which ...


	You must give and explain two ways in which something is done. Using and applying a source of authority will earn the fifth and sixth marks.


	6







	T


	Explain two religious beliefs about ...


	You must give and explain two beliefs. Giving and applying the source of the belief earns two marks.


	6







	All


	Refer to sacred writings or another source of ________ authority in your answer


	You must refer to and apply a source of authority, for example a holy book or a religious leader, to get the fifth and sixth marks available.


	6







	RB/RP


	Refer to (religion) teaching


	Your answer must include clear and repeated reference to the teachings of the specified religion in order to reach higher levels.


	12







	All


	Give reasoned arguments to support of this statement.


	You must support the statement and explain the reasons you give.


	12







	All


	Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view.


	You must provide a different point of view and explain the reasons you give for it.


	12







	T


	Should refer to religious arguments


	You must use religious arguments in your answer – it can’t be entirely non-religious (that will limit you to fewer than half the available marks).


	12







	T


	May refer to non-religious arguments


	You could – but don’t have to – use non-religious arguments.


	12







	All


	Should reach a justified conclusion.


	This is where you say which point of view is stronger/better and why it is. You should not just be repeating arguments you used earlier.


	12













How examiners mark your work – question by question


















	Question mark


	Wording examiners follow


	What that means to you











	1


	Award a mark for choosing the correct option


	Right answer gets the mark.







	1


	Award a mark for a correct answer


	One correct point made gets 1 mark.







	4


	
First belief/way/etc.


Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark


Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks



	First set of 2 marks comes from first making the point or giving the relevant teaching, second explaining that point/teaching and showing how it is relevant to the question.







	

	

Second belief/way/etc.


Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark


Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks



	Second set of 2 marks is given for doing the same thing for a new point.







	6


	
First teaching/belief/way/etc.


Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark


Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks



	First set of 2 marks comes from first making the point or giving the relevant teaching, second explaining that point/teaching and showing how it is relevant to the question.







	

	
Second teaching/belief/way/etc.


Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark


Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks



	Second set of 2 marks is given for doing the same thing for a new point.







	

	Somewhere in the answer, you must use a relevant religious teaching/quotation. You must also state the source of this authority, for example by naming a holy book or religious leader.


	You get a mark for naming a relevant source of authority, and another mark for applying it to the question (showing how it is relevant).







	12 (in four levels)


	
Level 4: 10–12 marks


A well-argued response, reasoned consideration of different points of view. Logical chains of reasoning leading to judgement(s) supported by knowledge and understanding of relevant evidence and information.



	
You give several arguments from at least two points of view. These are mostly/all explained and expanded in a clear and effective way.


Your points are all clearly relevant to the statement.


There is a strong element of religious argument in your answer.


There is clear evidence of a conclusion regarding the relative strengths of the points of view you have presented.


The examiner won’t have to think about what you are trying to say because you have argued logically and coherently.








	

	
Level 3: 7–9 marks


Reasoned consideration of different points of view. Logical chains of reasoning that draw on knowledge and understanding of relevant evidence and information.



	You give several arguments from at least two points of view. You explain/expand some of these. Most of them will be obviously relevant to the statement, so that your points are clear. You will have put more than just a hint of religious argument in your answer. You will be evaluating the statement, not just writing attitudes about the topic of the statement.







	

	
Level 2: 4–6 marks


Reasoned consideration of a point of view. A logical chain of reasoning drawing on knowledge and understanding of relevant evidence and information.


Or


Recognition of different points of view, each supported by relevant reasons/ evidence.



	
If you write about only one point of view, you cannot achieve a higher level than this one.


It might be one-sided. If it is, it will have several arguments which are explained and expanded well, and which clearly weigh up the statement.


Or


You give a series of arguments for more than one point of view with limited explanation of any argument.








	

	
Level 1: 1–3 marks


Point of view with reason(s) stated in support.



	You are unlikely to have explained very much at all; just listed reasons to support what you think.










NB: while the wording of the 4- and 6-mark questions may vary, essentially the awarding of marks is as above (idea – explanation – idea 2 – explanation = 4 marks; idea – explanation – idea 2 – explanation – source (holy book, religious leader, etc) = 6 marks). ‘Point’ means place of belief/teaching/way, etc.


Your written English (SPaG)


You will be judged on your written English in certain 12-mark questions you answer. This is worth up to 3 marks for the whole paper and is based around the quality of your spelling, punctuation and grammar. When your paper is marked, you will be provisionally awarded up to three marks for each of the four 12-mark evaluation answers. The highest of these four provisional SPaG marks is what you will be awarded for the whole paper; a maximum of 3 marks.


So how are the marks awarded? Here is a simple guide.
















	0


	
You haven’t written anything, e.g. not answered any of the 12-mark questions.


You have written answers which have nothing to do with the question, so don’t answer it.


What you wrote doesn’t make sense, so can’t be understood or marked.








	1


	
Called ‘threshold performance’.


You will have used only a limited range of specialist words.


While probably making a lot of errors in grammar, what you write is still understandable.


Your punctuation and spelling are reasonably accurate.








	2


	
Called ‘intermediate performance’.


You will have used a good range of specialist terms and used them in the right context.


You are generally accurate with grammar.


Your spelling and punctuation are good, with few mistakes.








	3


	
Called ‘high performance’.


You use lots of specialist language, in the right context and showing clear understanding of how to use it very appropriately.


Your grammar is almost always correct and you use complex grammar (extended sentences and paragraphs, high-level grammatical constructions, etc.).


Your spelling and punctuation are almost flawless, again beyond simple constructions.











You can improve your SPaG by paying attention to your English the whole time you are studying. It isn’t something you can fix overnight as it is about your habitual way of writing. Learning and using key language as well as using connectives to make more complex sentences helps. Ask your teacher what you need to do to hit a better performance descriptor and get better marks.


Using specific religious teachings


How well you are able to learn and to use religious teachings in your exams will determine the grade you achieve. The wider the range of teachings you can refer to, the better your answers will be.


The exam Specification refers to the following teachings in the four religions covered in this book.


The exam questions can refer specifically to the content of these quotes, so be aware of their content. They are all explained in the relevant section of this guide.


You can use them in your answers, which will show your direct understanding of the religion.




Christianity:


Genesis 1:1–3


John 1:1–3







Islam


Surah 112


Surah 96:1-5








Will it really make a difference to an exam grade to learn teachings?


On the Religions paper the 6- and 12-mark questions specifically instruct you to ‘refer to religious teachings in your answer’. This means that 18/24 marks are reliant on you using teachings to explain your answers. Over the whole paper: 72/102 marks! Probably the 4-mark questions will be easier to answer if you have teachings you can refer to as well. You need the teachings to use as the core of your answers for the 4- and 6-mark questions or to support ideas in your 12-mark evaluations.


On the Themes paper the 6- and 12-mark questions specifically instruct you to ‘refer to religious teachings in your answer’. Again 18/24 marks are reliant on you using teachings to explain your answers. Over the whole paper: 72/99 marks! Also, in the 4-mark questions where you are asked to comment on ‘similarities or differences’ in beliefs, quotes will really help you, so add another 16 marks to your 72 – total 88/99 marks!


By knowing the teachings, explaining them in relation to the topic of the 4- and 6-mark questions, and using these to build arguments in your 12-mark evaluations, your answers will be able to access higher marks.


It is well worth the effort in your revision to learn teachings.


There are two ways to do this


On page 84 you will find ‘general teachings’ that can be used again and again across the Religions paper and the Themes paper. They are called general because they can be applied to many topics, but as they aren’t specifically linked it will take more work, exam time and writing for you to make them relevant to the question. For example:


‘Explain two religious beliefs about why fighting a war may be wrong.’


Two teachings – ‘Love your neighbour’; ‘Those who live by the sword, die by the sword.’


Using the first teaching you would need to explain that loving your neighbour means not to harm others and that as most wars include killing others (clearly harming and not loving others) then wars must be wrong to fight. Most wars are also fought against neighbouring countries, so this would not follow the teaching, etc.


The answer would be rather rambling, a little contrived – you would have to make the link more obvious. If you wrote it any more briefly, the examiner might not get the point you are making (they can only mark what you write, after all, not what you were thinking when you wrote it).


Using the second teaching you can simply say that ‘war is wrong because those who take up arms will end up dying by them too so war is futile to fight’. The second is far more concise and direct, making clear sense for the examiner.


Good advice from an examiner would be to learn three teachings from two religions for each theme.


So four themes = 12 quotes each from the two religions studied. The revision guide provides those teachings for you. They are simple to learn and they do not have to be absolutely exact – as long as your examiner can tell which quote/teaching you are referring to, that will be enough. Hopefully you have been using these throughout your course so you should be familiar with many of them. If not, it’s not too late – learn six per week for the month leading up to your exam … job done! It’s never too late.


Remember that teachings/quotes you revise for the Themes might also be useful to you on the Religions paper. For example, teachings about helping the poor could be used as reasons why street pastors in Christianity carry out their work.


Once you begin to see how the teachings can be used across Themes and Religions, then your revision is going well and you are getting nearer to being ready to take the exam.


Top tips for writing good evaluation responses




	
✚  Make sure you give more than one point of view. (Giving only one point of view will limit your potential mark to half of those available.) You can avoid the mistake by giving ‘agree’ and ‘disagree’ arguments. Spell it out for the examiner by using this kind of language:


 One point of view might be to agree because ...


 Another point of view which also agrees is ...


 There are points of view which disagree, for example ...





	     You are clearly telling the examiner you are giving different points of view, and even if you could only answer from agree or disagree and not both, your language shows you have still given different points of view (different people can share agreement or disagreement but have very different reasons, that is different points of view, for their agreement).



	✚  Make sure you write arguments for/against the statement, and don’t just write about the topic of the statement. A good way to avoid this trap is to ask yourself ‘Is this statement true/valid?’



	✚  The best answers include a justified conclusion. This is where you say which point of view is the strongest one and why it is. You can show the examiner you are doing this by using phrases like ‘most compelling’, ‘most persuasive’, ‘easiest to attack/defend’ and so on. Don’t forget to explain and back up these evaluative phrases though, as the explanation of them is what counts as ‘justified’.



	✚  Try never to leave points without explanations – the detail is important for achieving higher levels/marks. When you write a new point, ask yourself – what example could I give to demonstrate that?



	✚  Don’t forget that this is a Religious Studies GCSE. You need to include religious ideas and arguments. In the Themes paper, it can be easy to forget to do this – after all, the Themes are social issues. Avoid this trap by asking yourself – would religious believers agree with the statement? – and then checking your answer for religion.






From the start of revision to the exam itself


Doing GCSEs is like running a race. You do the preparation and training (your study and revision), then you turn up to the race putting yourself in the right frame of mind (that is, your last-minute revision, and getting focused for the exam itself), and finally you run the race (the exam itself). You don’t see the outcome when you finish the exam, as you would with a race – that comes later. However, better than a race where only one person gets to win, in GCSEs everybody who meets the grade gets to be a winner.





On your marks ...


Make sure you have good notes covering all the topics – you can’t have anything missing. You can revise only what you have studied already (otherwise it is study, not revision). Use your class and other notes to make a set of revision notes, in a style that suits you (check out the revision strategies in the back of this guide if you don’t know any). This book could be the start of your notes – if it belongs to you, write on it. Then use your notes along with revision techniques to fix the information in your head/memory.


Where there are questions in the book, do them all – it is good practice. Also check out the AQA website for further assessment materials you could use for practice. Always do timed practices – that helps you in the exam where time is precious. Work to a minute a mark, perhaps allowing a couple extra for the 6- and 12-mark questions.


Get set ...




	✚  Prepare yourself for the specific exam.



	✚  Get a good night’s sleep beforehand.



	✚  Have breakfast (your brain needs fuel). If it is an afternoon exam, avoid a stodgy lunch (it will put you to sleep when you need to be alert).



	✚  Any revision now should be light, as it really should only be a case of refreshing your memory.



	✚  Be in good time for the exam – rushing and arriving at the last minute encourages panic.






Go ...




	✚  Sitting in the exam room, breathe slowly and relax yourself (carefully reading every word of the exam paper cover is a good way to do this). Focus on your space, not the big room. Make sure you can see a clock so you can keep track of time.



	✚  Read the exam paper and decide which questions are best for you. Answer your strongest first to give yourself confidence – if you started with your weakest, you could undermine your confidence and thus not perform so well.



	✚  Within the exam, take mini-breaks. After completing a question take a moment to clear your head so you can get your focus clearly for the next. If you feel yourself panicking, just give yourself a breathing break to calm yourself down.



	✚  If your mind goes blank on a question, just leave it, move on and come back to it later. Mark the question paper to remind yourself that you need to do that.



	✚  Finished? Check your answers. Do this by reading the question, thinking of an answer, and only then reading your answer – you stand more chance of spotting any gaps. Also remind yourself of technique. What does the 4-marker require? Check you have done it.






On the podium ...


It is a big podium for GCSE. With the right revision, you will be on it and receiving a good grade in the summer.


Let’s get going then.















1.1 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings





The qualities of God


There are many qualities of God. This course seeks that you recognise and can explain a number of them, so questions could be asked specifically about these terms. The key qualities you must know are omnipotence, all-loving and just. If you know other characteristics that is good as you can use that knowledge in some of your answers.




Omnipotence: all-powerful; God created the world, revealing his power. Nothing can ultimately defeat God’s power.


All-loving: God’s love is without prejudice and without limit; the sacrifice made through Jesus evidences this love.


Just: fair; God is always fair in his treatment, he will be fair at the Judgement.





Qualities of God evidenced in the Bible




	
1  Omnipotence means God is all-powerful. God can do anything because of this power. It does not mean God can do the impossible (such as create a mountain that God could not then move). Evidence includes:




	✚  the creation of the world (Genesis)



	✚  miracles performed by Jesus, for example calming a storm on the sea, raising Jairus’ daughter from the dead



	✚  the resurrection of Jesus, which shows power over death.









	
2  All-loving means what it says – God loves all, without exception and without prejudice. Even a bad person is loved by God, which suggests that even bad people can be redeemed and reconciled to God. Evidence includes:




	✚  sacrificing his own son to make atonement for the sins of humans



	✚  parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11–32)



	✚  Jesus’ teachings, for example Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:43–45, 48).









	
3  Just means that God is fair and will not act unjustly. God will give everyone equal value and rights, without prejudice or favour.




	✚  For Christians, it is important to believe God is just because they believe all will be judged after death. In the Parable of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:31–46), Jesus talks about that just judgement.



	✚  In the Book of Job, it states that God will not act unjustly. ‘God is fair and just’ (Psalm 25:8).














Revision tip


Learn all key terms – you could be asked what they mean, or find a question which relies on you knowing one of them. There is a glossary on page 62, which gives all the Specification key terms – the minimum you should know.





Other characteristics


Other characteristics of God include that he is all-knowing (omniscient) – God is the supreme being so must be omniscient. St Anselm said that if God exists, he must be the ‘greatest conceivable being’, which means the most intelligent. Being all-powerful and all-knowing means God could create the world.


God is also eternal – he created the world, so must have existed before it did, and is outside space and time, controlled by neither, so must be eternal as time does not impact on God. This also makes him transcendent, which emphasises how different God is to humans and how humans cannot hope to fully understand the nature of God.


Finally, God is immanent – involved in the world. Jesus is an example of this, as are miracles, which are a sign of God at work within the world.




Activity


Fix it!


A student wrote this answer. Improve it for them.






	Explain how believing that God is omnipotent might influence a Christian today.


	(4 marks)







They might say that it makes them feel safer because they know God loves them so much, he will look after them. In a difficult situation, they would know God was by their side and helping them.







Influences


As a Christian my belief in God influences my life because I know he has the ability to do anything so he can look after me in all situations and as he is all-loving I know he won’t give me more than I can cope with and everything has a reason.








The Trinity


Like some other religions, Christians believe there is only One God; however, Christians fundamentally differ from other monotheistic religions in believing that God is revealed in three distinct ways, eternally as a unity of three ‘Persons’. This is called the Trinity, or Godhead:




	✚  God the Father – loving creator and sustainer of the universe.



	✚  God the Son – saviour who became incarnate (human), lived, was crucified and then resurrected, namely Jesus Christ.



	✚  God the Holy Spirit – source of strength which Christians find at work in their hearts.








Trinity: the belief in God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.





The Trinity is referred to in all Christian ceremonies, for example baptism (I baptise you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit). It is part of basic statements of belief, such as the Apostles’ Creed. Many hymns and prayers mention it.




Influences


As a Christian, believing in the Trinity influences my life because I have a way to visualise God in my mind when actually God is a really hard concept to describe. Also the act of God sending his son – showing this ultimate act of love encourages me to try to always show love to others even when it might put me at a disadvantage.





Why is the Trinity important?


It is God, and the religion is based on that concept. Symbols, such as the shamrock and triskelion, demonstrate the concept in an easy way.


It helps Christians gain some understanding of God, who really is beyond the understanding of humans, and it makes best sense of what is written in the Bible.




Now test yourself




	1  What is meant by the Trinity?



	2  Why is it important for Christians?









The problem of evil and suffering


What is the problem?


Christians believe that God is omnipotent, omniscient, benevolent and absolute. They believe this as a fact – God does exist. Christians, from their experience and knowledge, realise that there is suffering in the world. Some of the suffering is caused by humans (deliberately and accidentally), which is moral evil. Some is caused by nature – suffering is a fact of the world humans live in – which is natural evil.






Omniscient: all-knowing; knowledge without limits.


Benevolent: all-loving; unconditional love.


Absolute: unchanging, eternal.








The problem is why, if God exists, he allows humans, especially seemingly good and/or innocent ones, to suffer. He must know about it, has the power to prevent/end it, and loves humans unconditionally. So why does God allow the evils which cause suffering?


Some solutions


Some suggestions that have been offered up to explain this dilemma include:




	✚  Moral evil: the devil tempts people (e.g. Adam and Eve); humans have free will, which they abuse and so hurt others.



	✚  Natural evil: suffering is allowed as a punishment for wrong-doing; it is a test of faith to strengthen the soul, for example the story of Job; it is needed so that we can appreciate good, that acts as a balance; it is an education – we learn to help others and look after our world by seeing/experiencing suffering.






No attempt at a solution solves the problem completely. Most Christians say that humans must just accept the suffering, as humans cannot possibly understand God and his purposes, but he does provide ways of understanding and living with it. God is just, so the fairness of all will be made clear at the end of days. Most important is that humans respond positively to suffering, for example by helping others, as Jesus told in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:31–46).




Now test yourself




	1  Give two solutions to the problem of evil and suffering.



	2  Explain two ways in which a belief in evil and suffering influences Christians today.









Creation


Christians hold various beliefs about creation:




	✚  God pre-existed the world, hence being able to create it.



	✚  God is transcendent (outside space and time). As such he created the world and is not controlled by it.



	✚  Genesis describes the creation: 1:1: ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the Earth.’



	✚  John 1:1–3 opens with: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.’



	✚  God created through his word – ‘Let there be light’, for example; ‘Let there be space between the water and the heavens’ and so on.



	✚  The term Word is linked to Jesus: ‘The Word became flesh and lived for a while amongst us.’ This second person of the Trinity is being referred to as both the Word and the Son of God (Jesus). Hence God and Jesus are ONE.



	✚  The Trinity is also part of the creation: ‘the Spirit of God hovering over the face of the waters.’ This is the third person, the Holy Spirit. So God, Son and Holy Spirit are ONE.



	✚  To conclude, therefore, all parts of the Trinity were involved in creation, so must have pre-existed it.








Genesis creation story


Genesis 1 teaches us that in the beginning there was nothing. He created (in order) - light, sky, land/sea/vegetation, sun/moon/stars, fish and birds, animals and humans. On the seventh day he rested. He saw that all 'was good'.





Genesis and its importance


The key points are that Christians believe the message within Genesis 1 is true. The world was planned, ordered and sustained by God. Human lives have purpose and meaning because God created those lives and humans are made in the image of God so all humans are of value.


Humans have a responsibility to treat each other equally. Humans were made stewards of the world to look after it.


Different interpretations




	1  Genesis is literally true – every word is the word of God; God dictated the book and is totally correct. It happened as it says it happened. God is all-powerful and all-knowing, capable of doing all this in seven days.



	2  Genesis does contain truth but it was not dictated. God inspired the writers – so if there are errors in the story, they are human errors. While generally correct, within the story, elements can be reinterpreted – does ‘day’ mean ‘our day’ or ‘a period of time’, for example?



	3  Genesis was written by a person whose sense of God in the world inspired them to write. It is a man-made document. The point of the story is to give the messages that God is a loving God, we have a place in the world, and the world is a good place. It is a myth with an important message.






Each one of these has religious truths. Each way may influence a Christian slightly differently but essentially the messages are the same.




Influences


As a Christian, knowing that God created the world for us influences me to feel really special that he made me in his image. It also lets me understand my world is ordered and planned and I believe I have a purpose to being here and I must make the most of being here … sort of making God proud of me.








Afterlife


Death separates life on earth (temporary) from life with God (eternal) – it is not something to be feared. Christians believe they will reunite with the dead, thus easing the pain of bereavement.


The Book of Revelations says God will wipe every tear – there will be no more death or crying or pain.


Afterlife for Christians 


Belief in the resurrection is important to Christians. Resurrection means that the dead will be raised to life because of what Jesus taught and that he himself overcame death. St Paul said this was central to Christian belief.




Resurrection: the physical return of Jesus on the third day after he died.





What Christians mean by resurrection


Christians believe God will resurrect them before Judgement Day. Jesus told people that the new mode of existence would be different from the earthly one. On earth it is perishable; it is raised imperishable (a spiritual body). There is continuity between the person’s earthly life and the resurrected life.


Roman Catholics believe in purgatory, a state between death and the afterlife. After death of the body, the soul goes to purgatory if it is destined for heaven, where it is purified enough to enter heaven.




Roman Catholic: the largest Christian group based in Rome and led by the Pope.





There are different views about resurrection. Many Christians simply say humans have no answers – only to trust in God. Without scientific evidence it is all a matter of belief based in Bible teachings and Jesus’ words.




Influences


The afterlife for me as a Christian influences my life in that I know that God will be my ultimate judge. If I live a Christian life and believe in Jesus then heaven is open to me. Secondly, as there is an afterlife, it gives me hope and comfort that this life is not the end and God is waiting for me.





Judgement


Jesus taught that God’s love and mercy are unconditional and that God is just. At the end of time on the Day of Judgement all souls (Christian or not) will be judged by Jesus. The parables – the Rich Man and Lazarus, and the Sheep and Goats – are Judgement teachings. Jesus will come to judge both the living and the dead. A person needs to personally accept God’s offer of mercy.


Others reject the idea of a second coming of Christ. Jesus was just trying to express something that humans simply cannot understand. Humans will account for their actions, but no one knows how or when.


Heaven and hell


Christians use earthly images to explain their understanding of heaven.


People often see heaven in a way they see their present lives. It is often described in a way that would appeal to them now, for example those in poverty describe it as a land of milk, honey and plenty.


The Bible paints a picture of hell via the metaphor of an unquenchable fire. This idea was historically used to frighten people into obeying Church rules. Hell is now seen as eternal separation from God. It is neither decided by God nor what God wants – humans choose it by turning away from God.


Some Christians embrace universalism – they believe everyone will eventually respond to God’s love, having repented and been forgiven.




Now test yourself




	1  How does belief in Judgement Day affect people in their lives today?



	2  How might the existence of heaven and/or hell influence Christians in their lives?



	3  Give two reasons why Christians might disagree about judgement.



	4  What do Christians mean by the word resurrection?












Jesus


His incarnation – Jesus the Son


Central to Christian belief is the idea that God the Son took on human form as Jesus. John 1:14 says ‘the Word became flesh and lived amongst us’. Christians believe Jesus was fully God and fully human – truly the Son of God. If Christians acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God, God lives in them.


















	Jesus: Son of God


	Jesus’ knowledge


	Importance of belief in incarnation







	



	✚  The title ‘Son of God’ is used about Jesus in the New Testament.



	✚  Mary was a virgin who conceived through the power of the Holy Spirit.



	✚  Some Christians accept the virgin birth as true whereas others suggest it is more a metaphor to show that Jesus was both human and divine.








	



	✚  If fully divine, Jesus should have had full knowledge of what was happening, yet at times his knowledge was limited – e.g. he said he didn’t understand fully about the end of the world.



	✚  This can be explained by saying that to become fully human he had to give up some of his divine knowledge – a great sacrificial act. He came as a servant but was still fully God in his relationship with and understanding of God.








	



	✚  It helps Christians understand the extent of God’s love for humanity – Jesus had to become human to be able to make reconciliation with God possible through his life being sacrificed as a payment for human sin.



	✚  It shows how Christians should live – as God so loved us so we should love one another (1 John 4:11).



	✚  Many Christians have taken on this act of selfless love – consider Mother Teresa.
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