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“That town you passed through, it’s not called Schittsville, it’s called Schitt’s Creek. And, it’s where we live.”


JOHNNY ROSE
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BEHIND THE SCENES


Eugene Levy and Daniel Levy on set for episode 607, “Moira Rosé.”
June 3, 2019





INTRODUCTION


WHEN WE WERE FIRST APPROACHED about putting a book together we asked ourselves the same question that was raised when we first started making Schitt’s Creek over seven years ago: what can we do with this opportunity? Our original answer was a simple one: tell stories that make us laugh about people we want to root for. Little did we know that would result in eighty episodes of laughter and tears, growth and love, risk and reward. And that was just behind the scenes!


Somehow, along the way, we also met you, our loyal viewers. Although “loyal” feels like an understatement. To be blunt, we simply wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for your generosity, passion, and steadfast support of the stories we were telling. Over the years we’ve tried to read every letter you’ve sent us, every tweet on Tweeters, every strange and wonderful piece of fan art you made honoring our cast, because you have become a part of our television family. So when we thought about this book and asked ourselves, “What can we do with this opportunity?” the answer was simple: thank all of you for helping make this show what it is today.


And with that we have spent nearly two years attempting to perfect this little token of our appreciation by pulling back the curtain on all the fun we had making the show.


So, cheers to you.


With our best wishes and our warmest regards,


DAN AND EUGENE LEVY
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CREATING A CAST OF CHARACTERS


EUGENE LEVY: Launching Schitt’s Creek was the most fascinating part of this whole journey for me. It began with an invitation from my son, Daniel, to work with him on developing a TV show, something I thought would never be in the cards. I took it upon myself to make absolutely sure I would come through for him. And so, I listened to his idea about a wealthy family who lose everything.


His rationale, that Reality TV has already formed our perspective of the way wealthy families function, was definitely on point. It puts us in position as the fly on the wall, observing how these family members relate to each other when funds are unlimited and opulence is the comforting blanket that keeps them all safe and secure.


But what would it be like to be a fly on the wall, observing these people if all the money was suddenly gone? This was at the nub of Daniel’s very solid idea. And so, we embarked on what turned out to be more than just a father-son project. It had all the makings of a very interesting, very funny, character-based show.


I knew from watching Daniel’s work for seven years on MTV Canada that he was exceptionally relaxed on live television. He was smart, funny, and knew how to promote the strongest aspects of who he was as a person. His sketch work, both as a writer and performer, continued to mature comedically over the years. In my eyes he was the strongest, most charismatic host they had. What I didn’t know was whether he had what it takes to write and perform a weekly half-hour comedy, where character has to be strong enough and consistent enough to attract and hold its viewers every single week.


Working on our presentation pilot showed me just how strongly he was coming into his own as a writer, particularly a writer who had his finger on the pulse of his own generation. His work on camera showed me in the most vivid way just how entrenched he was, as an actor, in his own character of David Rose. I was totally confident, if we could sell our pilot, that Daniel would be as strong a creative partner as anyone with years more experience than he.


Launching our first season on CBC was exciting in so many ways. Our scripts were solid, our cast was exceptionally talented, and our sets and locations gave the show its personality. The thing that stood out the most to me in that first season, as was the case in every season, was working on the family scenes. Shooting the Rose family scenes, in those two motel rooms, with Catherine, Annie, and Daniel, proved to be the most fun, rewarding, and heartfelt for me. Those scenes were the bedrock of Schitt’s Creek.


The other thing that struck me about our first season was the combination of script and performance and just how beautifully they melded to give the show the most idyllic sensibility. We laughed at and with the Roses, but we were also starting to feel something for the Roses. It became so quickly evident that the character-driven comedy that Daniel and I set out to make was already superseding our grandest expectations. It was the perfect launching pad to give the show its ultrabright future.


DANIEL LEVY: I have long admired my Dad’s work with Christopher Guest in redefining and refining the mockumentary genre. The time and care they put into writing those movies built the perfect foundation upon which a brilliant troop of actors could shine. The movies were indisputably funny, but they were also kind and warm and hopeful, with characters that were realized, flawed, and lovable.


Because I knew Schitt’s Creek needed that kind of character-driven energy to elevate it from a slapstick sitcom to a more nuanced, single camera comedy, I asked him if he’d be into discussing the idea of working together. Fortunately, he agreed to sit down with me and over the course of several weekends we began to build a show. That process started out slow—very slow. The exercise of figuring out who these characters would be was a long one, but it was also, as I came to realize, a necessary one. We would spend weeks brainstorming a single character: “Where did they go to school? Who were their parents? Were they happy babies?” By the end of the process we knew every single thing about each character in the show. In fact, Alexis’s short-lived reality show, A Little Bit Alexis, was born from one of those early brainstorming sessions.


As anxious as I was to just start writing the scripts, my Dad insisted that nailing down the characters was going to make the writing easier. He was right. How fortunate we were to then find a cast that would elevate all that work we did to hilarious, meaningful, and emotional new heights. This show is a celebration of those characters. What a time we all had bringing them to life.
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JOHNNY ROSE
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“My family and I have been staying in a motel for the past three years. And I wouldn’t trade our stay there for anything.”


by


EUGENE LEVY


PLAYING JOHNNY ROSE was one of the most interesting experiences I’ve had as an actor because of the subtleties involved in Johnny’s evolution from a man immersed in an opulent lifestyle to a man immersed in his family. It was an evolution from thinking that being a good father was sending his kids to the best boarding schools and hiring the best nannies, to the realization that over the last few years in Schitt’s Creek, through all the hardship and under his mentoring, his kids turned out to be independent, responsible, fully functioning, loving human beings.


But the most challenging aspect of playing Johnny for me was the fact that it was the polar opposite of what I had built a career doing—namely character work based solely on getting laughs. There was always a comfort in playing characters that sported a different physical appearance from my own. Mustaches, soul patches, fake teeth, and a variety of eyewear were involved. So, being the straight man on Schitt’s Creek, and looking very much like myself, was an exciting yet frightening change of pace. My job now was not so much being responsible for getting laughs as it was being responsible for others getting theirs. I was playing the anchor that grounds not only the Rose family but also the show, and I embraced that responsibility wholeheartedly.


If there is one thing I would most want fans to remember about Johnny, his epitaph so to speak, it would be how heroically he carried himself through a devastatingly tragic time for him and his family. He was a man who mustered all his skill as a CEO of the second largest video rental chain in North America, and combined it with his greatest virtue—patience. He was also able to guide his family through what they thought to be their darkest days, but ultimately turned out to be their brightest.
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MOIRA ROSE
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“Never let the bastards get you down!”


by


CATHERINE O’HARA


NO MATTER HOW PEOPLE may think Moira changed or evolved over the years, she and I always knew how wonderful she could be. She believes she is seriously creative in the arts and that she has just not yet been given enough opportunities to fulfill her bountiful potential. Her daily wardrobe and hair choices not only remind herself and others of who she really is, but they are her art form, expressing both her creativity and her inner emotional life. With her sartorial efforts and her vocabulary, she is sharing her love of all things beautiful with anyone lucky enough to be in her presence.


So many stories written for characters past a certain age involve death, divorce, and disease. Sadly, those experiences are the reality if you’re lucky enough to live a long life, but thanks to our great scripts, Moira is allowed so many fresh, new, crazy, dramatic, silly, and fun adventures, the greatest being the opportunity to shed her old life and start anew with her family.


She believes she’s a great mother but has no idea how fortunate she is to have been given this second chance to get to know and fall in love with her children. She loves and respects Johnny. She believes she provides the excitement in their marriage, but is grateful for his unconditional love, his wisdom, and his even temperament. Loving wife that she is, she never blames him for hiring the business manager who ripped their lives out from under them. I, for one, would like to be more like Moira.


Daniel, Eugene, and I agreed, though, that Moira would never totally embrace life in the town and would be the one to keep her family on course to one day get out of there. (She never once said the name of the town aloud.)
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DAVID ROSE
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“Like Beyoncé, I excel as a solo artist. And I was also dressed by my mother well into my teens.”


by


DANIEL LEVY


DAVID’S JOURNEY over the course of the six seasons of the show was one of self-discovery and realizing that he doesn’t have to be defined by the social circles he surrounds himself with and the places he travels. At his core, I think he really doubted who he was and turned to fashion and fake friends as a means of creating a lifestyle for himself, because I think he thought that was interesting, or more interesting than what he had to offer. In actuality, what we learn over these six seasons is that he has a lot to offer. He just needed a safe space to reveal himself.


Getting to play him was such a gift. It was a very slow but steady journey toward letting people in, one at a time, and then ultimately finding the love of his life in the most unlikely of places. He is a character that has taught me a lot. To get to say the kinds of things that he says, to get to be as reactive as he is, was really enlightening for me on a personal level. In a lot of ways, I have walked away from this show a more self-assured and confident person because of David Rose. Whether he knows it or not, he’s a very authentic person, despite being a ball of anxiety and insecurity. He had the confidence in him the whole time, he just didn’t know it.


I miss him a lot. I miss getting to put on his clothes. I miss his attitude. I miss being able to let off my own personal steam through him. The process of becoming David Rose every day was an instant transformation. It was so comforting to put those clothes on each morning—those Rick Owens lace-up boots and whatever skirt was at my disposal—and walk out onto set very much ready for the day.


I remember taking those shoes off for the last time on our last day and really having a moment where I thanked David for all the work he had done for me. You become so close to the characters that you play, especially when you play them for 80 episodes of television. To say goodbye really did feel like I was saying goodbye to someone I knew and loved. It was a very tough thing that last day, taking the costume off and putting it on a couch and saying, “Well, until we meet again.”
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ALEXIS ROSE
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“I don’t skate through life, David. I walk through life, in really nice shoes.”


by


ANNIE MURPHY


THINKING ABOUT ALEXIS has me smiling like a proud mother. First of all, being on Schitt’s Creek was truly the best time of my life. Being able to play a strong, funny female character who developed and changed so drastically over the course of six seasons was an experience that I’d never had before. It was an experience that was so incredibly wonderful and helped me grow so much as a person.


When we meet Alexis, she is a real handful and not necessarily the most likable person. She’s self-absorbed and obsessed with boys and, let’s say, the finer things in life. I don’t think she was someone who had many relationships that went deeper than just scratching the surface. Then when we leave her, she has discovered what friendship means and what love means. She’s become a far more selfless person. She’s pursued an education. She’s pursued a career. She is a core member of the family that she’s come to love so much. It was such a pleasure to play that arc. It was also really fun being a bit of a selfish brat. Who throws a muffin at someone to get their attention? Alexis Rose does in season one! Seeing her confidence grow while at the same time watching her care and concern and consideration of other people grow made her a very, very special character.


I find myself crying about missing the show and the people on it probably once or twice a month. I’m so lucky because I know that the friendships I made on the show will last a lifetime, but you still have to say goodbye to these characters. Watching Catherine in her last scene as Moira, knowing that I might never see Moira again, or Twyla or Ted, was so tough. Even though they’re fictional characters, they’ve become so important and special to me. To have to hang up those costumes and put those people on a shelf felt like I was losing a little part of myself.
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STEVIE BUDD
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“I’m only doing this because you called me rude. And I take that as a compliment.”


by


EMILY HAMPSHIRE


I ONLY FOUND OUT much later that Stevie was named after Stevie Nicks. That was the backstory that I never got to read. When I first got the part, I had no idea that she was going to be all that she is, which I think is also the same journey that Stevie went on. I thought I was going to be the girl behind the desk who says sarcastic things and brings the family towels. That’s what I thought I was signing up for. Then over the course of the seasons, this girl, who at the beginning was this really hard shell, began to have her layers peeled back and we realize that, oh my god, there’s like a real girl inside! That to me is Stevie. She was always this super authentic, vulnerable person who built up all these protective mechanisms around her, but at her core she could see people like David for who they really were inside.


I think Stevie is also the audience. Most people know more “Stevies” than anyone from the Rose family. So, especially for the first season, a lot of Stevie’s role is being the audience watching this crazy family, these kind of alien creatures who come into town, and then getting to know who they really are.


She also doesn’t put on any airs. She doesn’t find value in pretending to be something bigger than she thinks she should be, which is what I love the most about Stevie. She’s just got this quiet confidence and, like Moira says to her at the end, “You’re so cool. You just stand your solid ground, refusing to be anything but you.” It was really interesting with Stevie. I found that from the beginning I got such a stillness from her that I don’t always have in life, but I loved it when I had it with Stevie.
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ROLAND SCHITT
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“I’m the mayor, so if you’re looking for an ass to kiss, it’s mine.”


by


CHRIS ELLIOTT


WHEN EUGENE first called me to see if I’d be interested in doing Schitt’s Creek, I said, “Yes!” automatically before even knowing anything about the show. Who in their right mind would turn down the opportunity to work with Eugene Levy and Catherine O’Hara? And then when I heard who the character was, I was ecstatic. Roland was right up my alley.


Besides some wardrobe touches, a padded belly, and the business in the front, party in the back wig, everything about Roland was already on the page when I read the first script. Still, it was a bit of a challenge for me to make him semi-believable and, dare I say, semi-likable? I mean, here’s a guy who has an exaggerated sense of his self-worth, who’s blissfully unaware of what other people are thinking about him, and who never takes the temperature of a room before blurting out whatever’s on his mind. Roland can be exacerbating, egotistical, rude, and, of course, thick as a rock, but beneath it all, I think Roland is insecure. It’s only as the series progresses that we catch little glimpses into his vulnerable nature. Those glimpses help make the character more three-dimensional.


The one person who understands Roland’s sensitive side (for lack of a better word) is his wife, Jocelyn. She’s his rock. Roland relies on Jocelyn for everything. The two have probably been together since high school and are as much in love today as they were back then. It’s her devotion to him that buys Roland the benefit of the doubt from the audience. Because we see him being a good husband, a good dad, and caring for people in his own way, Roland grows on us and, eventually (maybe by season six), becomes, dare I say, semi-likable?


[image: image]


JOCELYN SCHITT
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“We all have fears as parents, Moira, but at some point, we just have to believe in our kids.”


by


JENNIFER ROBERTSON


I LOVE JOCELYN, and I miss her. Jocelyn and I have things in common, as most actors will say about a character, and there are things that we do not have in common. Jocelyn is much more patient and much more pragmatic than I am. But, similar to her, I do like to find the positives about people, and that’s one of the great things about Jocelyn. She looks for the best in people and sees beyond. I think that’s why she’s a schoolteacher. Great teachers bring out the best in kids and recognize them for the individuals that they are. They go with the flow, and that’s certainly her personality.


Jocelyn was able to be friends with Moira from the day she arrived, and that’s not an easy friendship! Moira was a wild new person in her life, but if you think about it, her husband is also a little wild. So, I think Jocelyn does well with big personalities. I would say she is able to take them in, but not let them overtake her. She can really stand her ground with big personalities, even when they’re being very self-centered.


When I did character prep for the audition, I watched videos of Jackie Kennedy touring the White House. To see her pride in being the partner of someone who is an important political leader, whether it’s president of the United States or, in Jocelyn’s case, the mayor of Schitt’s Creek, was very instructive. And the Schitts can claim family legacy! They’re essentially the Kennedys of Schitt’s Creek. Jocelyn liked that idea very much and she settled into that role quite naturally.
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RONNIE LEE
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“I’ve got perfect pitch, so do not mess this up for me.”


by


KAREN ROBINSON


I THINK RONNIE REALLY, really loves her town. I think she chooses to live there. With her savvy and skill set, and, you know, a change of wardrobe, she could really be anywhere, but she chooses to wear what she wears and live in Schitt’s Creek. She loves her chosen family there, and that includes the Roses, who evolve into being a part of her chosen family, and she really loves her life and lives it the way she chooses.


Preparing to play Ronnie was relatively easy because it’s the most comfortable that I’ve been on set in costume. Ronnie was all about being real and being herself. There was no waistline that needed to be stitched, no cheekbones that needed to be highlighted, or hair that needed to be shellacked. She was clean and presentable and wore natural fibers, which I love. The other part of it was that I basically channeled my mother’s face for the role. My mother makes much different sartorial choices than Ronnie. She’s much more glamorous, but her face betrays her thoughts, and whatever she says confirms what she’s thinking. I used that a lot with Ronnie, because she could not help but let you know, when the time was right, exactly what was going on in her head. That was extremely helpful.


I think people should strive to be more like Ronnie. Live your life authentically. When you speak, speak the truth. I think everybody needs a friend like her. She will tell you what’s up in no uncertain terms. The Ronnies of this world are a valuable part of society. They are the ones who, damn the consequences, they’re gonna tell you how they feel, because they have a singular, strong sense of self. So listen to Ronnie: when you hear that little voice talking to you, saying, “This party is over, and it’s time to move on.” I feel like that was Ronnie’s gift. She always knew when to exit a scene.
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TWYLA SANDS


[image: image]


“It’s about how you live your life. Doing what makes you smile.”


by


SARAH LEVY


TWYLA, OH GOSH, BLESS HER. Twyla has always been a big question mark, because sometimes she’s sharp as a tack and right on the mark and other times she is completely clueless. I’d never know which way she was going to swing. The writers definitely kept me on my toes. The biggest constant, though, is her genuine take on the world, which is that of love and kindness. We’ve learned so much about her dark past and her family history, all things that could easily drive someone to see the world through a very depressing lens. Yet, she chose to move forward with positivity, empathy, and light, something that exemplifies how strong a woman she is. It’s always been my favorite thing about her.


I wasn’t aware of any huge parallels between our personalities, but many people have pointed out that we’re both eternally sunny. As much as I would love to agree with that, I think I’ve learned so much more from Twyla than she would have learned from me. Twyla has this incredible patience that I’ve tried to adopt in my own life that I think is extremely useful, especially when having conversations with people about topics and issues on which we don’t necessarily agree. Twyla has never been one to shame another person, and I think that’s why Alexis, consciously or unconsciously, has chosen to confide in her so frequently.


My dad has always said that Twyla is the heartbeat of the town, and as the seasons went on, the more I tended to agree with this. She embodies everything the town represents: openness, inclusiveness, and supportiveness. The café was also the vehicle for those attitudes in so many ways. There were so many memories created at that counter and in those booths, and to be so closely associated with that environment is an honor.
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RAY BUTANI
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“Remind me, are you here for a photo series or travel planning or our newest service, closet organization?”


by


RIZWAN MANJI


THE ROLE OF RAY is one of the few jobs that I got without an audition. I had been on the show Outsourced and I had done some other stuff, so I had a demo reel. I think Eugene Levy was like, “Yeah, this is the guy.”


Ray is an optimist and an opportunist. He was a travel agent, a closet organizer, a Christmas tree salesman, a photographer, a videographer, an auctioneer. He rented out his spare room, so he was kind of like a landlord. He also briefly served on Town Council and he has a podcast.


I loved playing Ray because he’s one of those characters who makes you feel happy because he’s so happy. So, when you play him, you have to find that feeling even when you’re not in that kind of a mood.


Ray also loves to be in the mix. I know he comes across as annoying to people, but he just loves interaction and there’s something about it that’s infectious. Sometimes there are weird things happening in your own life and you’re not exactly in a good place, but just playing Ray helped me get to that place, because he just loves being alive.
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PATRICK BREWER
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“I’ve spent most of my life not knowing what ‘right’ was supposed to feel like. And then I met you and everything changed.”


by


NOAH REID


I THINK THE FIRST THING I NOTICED about Patrick when I went in for the audition was that he was a very together, very confident guy, but in a low-key kind of way and with an innate kindness and acceptance. He has a sharp sense of humor, a bit of an edge, and he enjoys the immediate chemistry and gamesmanship of the evolving relationship with David. That was the thing that I immediately hooked into—a bit of a sarcastic, wry sense of humor, a comfort in his own skin, and a confidence that things will probably work out and that he will have some sense of control over how things go.


Patrick is the kind of person who takes things as they are and appreciates how strange and wonderful and ridiculous any given situation might be. He has the ability to bird’s-eye-view the state of things, make a quick joke, and then see what to do about it. I’ve just had so much fun with that. Right off the top, it felt like there were a lot of very playable moments, especially with Dan. Dan is such an expressive comedic actor, he’s a very reactive guy, and David’s a very reactive personality. It was fun to watch him dig himself into a hole and then to push him a little farther into the hole and watch him react to that, before throwing him a rope and helping him out of it. I feel like we were always playing a little game with each other whenever we were in scenes together.


There’s an interesting thing that happens when you’ve played a character over a long stretch of time: you form a bond with them, like you have a shared purpose, and when the show comes to an end, your shared goal has been completed. So you let them go, but you don’t have to say goodbye to them because they exist outside of you, they live in that world that you’ve created together. Of course any actor is going to bring elements of their own personality and life to a character that they play, and I think Dan liked pulling out little pieces of the cast’s lives to enhance their characters. I think Patrick’s aggressively competitive streak was an element of my own personality that became an element of Patrick’s personality. And those blurred lines become a shared territory. Patrick’s not me, and I’m not him, but, to paraphrase the great Mariah Carey, he’ll always be a part of me, and I’m part of him indefinitely. We’re interlocked but not interchangeable.
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TED MULLENS
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“I do have tur-tell you that I’ve been thinking about you, a lot.”


by


DUSTIN MILLIGAN


TED HAS BEEN such an interesting character to play. One of the things I’ve always loved about him is how much he’s grown throughout the entire six seasons of the show.


It’s mostly through Ted’s relationship with Alexis that we’ve gotten to understand him. I don’t think Ted was really ready for Alexis in the beginning. I’m a gymnast, so a metaphor I often apply to Ted is that it’s like he tried to start off on the rings without being ready for them. He proposed to Alexis for the first time way too soon, in season one and, just like the rings in gymnastics, if you’re not actually ready for them, if you’re not strong enough, you will be in for a world of hurt. That’s what happened with Ted. He tried to go that route, naïvely, and ambitiously, and neither of them was ready for that.


As a result, all through seasons two and three he was kind of just bouncing around trying to recover himself. He went from butch biker guy to dating an artisanal cheese-making farm woman. There were a lot of ups and downs until he was finally able to commit and try again for Alexis in a complete way at the end of season four.


There was a lot of discovery there. They finally became grounded together, and it was like they knew where they stood with each other. They were both able to admit to some mistakes they’d made, and once they could do that, they became a really beautiful pair, in perfect sync with each other. Suddenly they’re feeding each other and complementing each other, and there’s a lot of comedy that came out of it, but also a lot of heart, which I think is what made their breakup powerful, but also something that the audience was able to accept and support.


Knowing that they always had each other’s best interests at heart was such a beautiful thing. So, as painful as the dismount from that relationship was, it was necessary and so wonderful to see them have that moment together.
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BOB CURRIE
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“Oh jeez, to be a fly on the wall for this conversation.”


by


JOHN HEMPHILL


TO BE HONEST, I’m not one to think about my character all that much, it just kind of happens. So, with Bob, I just started playing him. Fortunately, early on in the first season there was a moment when I had to run out from Bob’s Garage to see Johnny. I remember it was quite a long run and I thought to myself, well jeez, I’ve got to do something to make this interesting. So, spur of the moment, I just kind of came up with a goofy run, which wasn’t exactly a run, but more like a shimmy. It ended up really appealing to me, and as soon as I did it, I suddenly felt very at home with the character. It just gave me this attitude that made me think, I might have something here.


Bob has that quality of the kind of Honeymooners archetype. He’s a good-hearted guy but also always on the lookout for a little money on the side. He loved his wife. His business was good, but he wouldn’t turn down an opportunity to make a buck.


With respect to Johnny and the Roses, I think Bob embraced them. He immediately offered Johnny a place to set up in his garage, not without a catch of course, but it showed that Bob was an accepting guy. I think he and Johnny really became friends.


It was also fantastic to work with Eugene Levy. We’ve worked together on a number of things over the years and he’s just such a funny guy. He has such a good sense of what’s funny and what’s not. And Catherine too. I hadn’t worked with her since Really Weird Tales, so it was great to work with both of them again. And Chris Elliott made me laugh for so many years, and I was a huge fan of his father, so it was a real treat to work with him as well.


Working on the show was a joy. I don’t act all that much, so when I get the opportunity, I totally embrace it. I met a lot a nice people on Schitt’s Creek, so it really was just a lot of fun.
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MUTT SCHITT
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“We sat down and we spoke our truths. Pretty freeing. That day I picked 700 cones.”


by


TIM ROZON


MUTT IS A MYSTERIOUS character right off the bat. He definitely had an interesting past. He lives in a barn, he composts, but he doesn’t know what he’s supposed to do with himself, so in that sense he’s a little lost. We get the sense that his dad, Roland, was kind of disappointed in him, because Mutt didn’t want to be the mayor of Schitt’s Creek. Nobody likes to feel that they disappointed their parents, that’s for sure. So, I think there’s a bit of that going on, and that’s maybe why he was lost, but those are the great mysteries that we’ll never know about Mutt.


The thing that I love about Mutt is that he’s just so dependable. The best way I can describe him is like a comfortable old pair of boots. That’s how it felt to play him. I never felt more at ease as an actor as when I got to play Mutt.


He meets Alexis at the beginning of her journey, when she was pretty wild, and he was just kind of calm and taking it all in. My favorite part of playing Mutt was my time with Alexis and my time with Annie because she’s just so incredible. I loved that Mutt was part of her journey more than his own, because she becomes such an amazing woman. Not that she wasn’t at the beginning, but you know when they first showed up to Schitt’s Creek, the Roses were all pretty, well, there are no words to describe what the Roses were! Just to know that Mutt was a small part of that journey is an honor.






BUILDING A TOWN


Where did the idea of the town of Schitt’s Creek come from and what does it represent?


DANIEL LEVY: The name of the town came from a dinner my dad had with some friends. They clearly had some wine and thought it was very funny to come up with this theoretical town of Schitt’s Creek where you would have local businesses like Schitt Hardware and Schitt Auto Repair. Funnily enough, when it came to actually making the show we steered clear of those kinds of puns. In fact, nobody in the show ever says “shit,” s-h-i-t. That was a conscious choice we made to separate ourselves from that joke and make the legitimacy of the town stand on its own. As broad as the title is, we really weren’t going for that kind of humor.
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