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DISCOVER BOSTON



Welcome to Boston, a city on the cusp of its 400th birthday in 2030. While boldly looking forward to its future as the “new” Boston, it still warmly embraces its past—after all, this is the birthplace of the United States. Lace up a pair of comfortable shoes, grab a coffee, and meander the Freedom Trail to take in all 16 sites that commemorate the transformation of a rebellious group of colonies into a thriving global superpower.


History and higher education are Boston’s backbone. The New England city’s collegiate charm brings thousands of students to leafy campuses (and urban ones) around the metro area each fall. They are increasingly joined by a surge of new arrivals seeking employment in the region’s booming technology and health-care industries. James Beard Award-winning restaurants seem to pop up on every cobblestoned corner. Bostonians flock downtown throughout the year for beer gardens, piping hot “lobstah” rolls, food trucks, and summer concerts in the same spot that once housed never-ending traffic.


Despite its progressive vision of the future, Boston wants you to remember where it came from. From the snowy, gaslit streets of Beacon Hill to the Italian Renaissance architecture of Copley Square—and even its glassy skyline on the rise—Boston is a walk through history.
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Boston Public Garden
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Zakim Bridge
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Boston skyline from the Harborwalk
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Trillium Brewing Company beer garden
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The Mapparium
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Freedom Trail marker








10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Walk the Freedom Trail: Why read about history when you can walk through it? Follow the redbrick road and explore 16 key moments from the nation’s past.
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2 Catch a Game at Fenway Park: Even if you don’t root, root, root for the Red Sox, the country’s oldest ballpark is worth a peek.







[image: image]


3 Get Inspired at Harvard University: You can’t pahk ya cah on the yahd, but it’s hard not to feel smarter after walking through the gates of the most esteemed university in the United States.
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4 Stroll the Boston Public Garden: This array of seasonal plants and art installations is a must-see.
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5 Wander Faneuil Hall Marketplace: The “Cradle of Liberty” is more like the cradle of shops and restaurants today. Enjoy the street performers and stick around for the nightlife.







[image: image]


6 Check out the USS Constitution Museum: Old Ironsides is alive and kicking—er, floating. See the ship that saved the United States.
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7 Shop on Newbury Street: From vintage to couture and quirky to risqué, this street continues to be Boston’s retail mecca for all tastes, shapes, and budgets.
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8 Gaze at Masterpieces at the Museum of Fine Arts: Boston’s most comprehensive museum spans French Impressionism and cutting-edge contemporary works—all under the same roof.
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9 Grab a Pint: Home to Sam Adams and Cheers, not to mention numerous Irish pubs, sports bars, and new-school craft breweries, this city deserves a toast.
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10 Sample Boston’s Classic Eats: Lobster rolls and Boston cream pie, red sauce and Dunkin’ Donuts . . . it’s hard to label one dish as Boston’s best, so try them all!








EXPLORE BOSTON



THE BEST OF BOSTON


DAY 1: BEACON HILL, GOVERNMENT CENTER, AND CHARLESTOWN


Any visit to Boston should start with the Freedom Trail, the city’s most popular tourist attraction. Grab a coffee and breakfast on Charles Street in Beacon Hill and wander a few blocks up Beacon Street along Boston Common, the starting point of the 2.5-mile (4-km) trail. Continue up Beacon to the gold-domed Massachusetts State House.


Following the redbrick course of the Freedom Trail will take most of the day. Stops eight and nine (Old City Hall and the Old South Meeting House) are in Downtown Crossing, an area of countless restaurants, bars, and cafés that’s a great spot to stop for lunch.


With some post-lunch pep in your step, head to the Old State House and the nearby monument to those who lost their lives in the Boston Massacre.
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Old State House





PUBLIC TRANSIT: If you want to skip some stops along the Freedom Trail, the Orange Line runs from State Station (below the Old State House) to Haymarket Station and North Station, the most convenient access points for the North End.




BOSTON BY PUBLIC TRANSIT (THE “T”)


Love it or hate it, Bostonians religiously rely on the MBTA, or the “T” as it is known to locals. The T is the oldest subway system in the United States, and because of that, it sometimes doesn’t run as well as it should—but leaders say they’re working hard to improve it. That being said, it is extremely convenient, comprehensive, and affordable compared to other systems around the country. Stop by South Station, North Station, Back Bay Station, or Downtown Crossing for on-site help with tickets and CharlieCards.





After the dose of colonial history, head up Congress Street to Boston’s City Hall. Marvel at the Brutalist architecture and then continue on the Freedom Trail into Faneuil Hall Marketplace.


After Faneuil Hall, head into the North End and Charlestown to round out the final portion of the Freedom Trail, a can’t-miss section that includes Paul Revere’s House and the USS Constitution. Be sure to save energy to return to the North End for dinner—Neptune Oyster is excellent for seafood, and any of the Hanover Street establishments are great for Italian. Dessert means making the decision between Mike’s Pastry and Modern Pastry for cannoli.
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Paul Revere’s House





DAY 2: FENWAY, BACK BAY, AND SOUTH END


Hop on the Green Line to Kenmore Station and start your day with breakfast at Eastern Standard, conveniently located just above the station. Fueled up, head up Brookline Avenue to Fenway Park for an early tour of the country’s oldest ballpark. Save time for souvenir shopping along Jersey Street and to enjoy an early beer at Bleacher Bar (built directly into the stadium!) on Lansdowne Street.


You can get back on the T, but if weather permits, walk the 10-15 minutes from Kenmore Square into Back Bay along the Commonwealth Avenue Mall, a leafy green space that runs the length of the neighborhood. Depending on your mood, the Charles River Esplanade is a great waterfront retreat where you can take a break from your morning strolling and touring. Veer one block to the south, and you’ll be in the heart of shopping and dining mecca Newbury Street.
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Commonwealth Avenue Mall





PUBLIC TRANSIT: Back Bay is accessible from Kenmore Square via any of the inbound Green Line trains. Take the train from Kenmore Station to Hynes, Copley, or Arlington Station.


Commonwealth Avenue eventually runs directly into the Boston Public Garden, a picturesque spot filled with the fruits of some of the city’s top greenhouses. If weather isn’t ideal, grab a drink at the Four Seasons Boston to view the park from the dry indoors.


After the Public Garden, spend the afternoon visiting the attractions of nearby Copley Square. The Boston Public Library and Trinity Church are the most popular attractions in the neighborhood, while the Prudential Skywalk Observatory is literally the top view in town.


If you continue up Huntington Avenue, you can take a Boston Duck Tour departing from the Prudential Center. After you finish, walk down Dartmouth Street into the South End for eclectic dining and drinks in Boston’s quirky, off-the-beaten-path neighborhood.


PUBLIC TRANSIT: You can also take an E-branch Green Line train from Copley Square to Prudential for an easier commute to the Prudential Center.




BEST VIEWS


PRUDENTIAL SKYWALK OBSERVATORY


Boston’s tallest observation deck, the Skywalk Observatory delivers the only 360-degree view in town, from the 50th floor of the Prudential Tower (click here).


INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART


While the art inside is breathtaking, the view of Boston Harbor, downtown, and Logan Airport from the ICA’s glassy gallery is art in itself (click here).


BUNKER HILL MONUMENT


Climb the 221 feet (67 m) to the top of this Charlestown memorial to the Revolutionary battle of the same name to get a breathtaking view of downtown (click here).


HARBORWALK


This public walkway takes you along several piers and wharves as it winds along Boston Harbor. From jumbo jets landing at Logan Airport to a skyline backdrop to your selfie, the Harborwalk knows how to shake it up (click here).
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the Harborwalk





ARNOLD ARBORETUM


One of the largest links in Boston’s Emerald Necklace, the Arnold Arboretum gives a one-of-a-kind view of the Boston skyline from its Peter’s Hill (click here).






DAY 3: CAMBRIDGE AND SEAPORT



Start your day with a coffee—it’s hard to avoid a Dunkin’ Donuts while in town—and make your way to South Station (or any Red Line station). Take the train to Harvard University—it’s time to see the “yahd.”


An hour at Harvard Yard is enough to take in the architecture of the buildings on the university’s main campus. If you’re able to spend more time, the Harvard Art Museums and the Harvard Museum of Natural History can easily fill the rest of your morning.


Once you’re done exploring campus, plan lunch in Harvard Square. Alden & Harlow is wonderful for weekend brunch, and Harvest is a great spot for lunch any day.


After getting some neighborhood bites, be sure to take time to explore Harvard Square’s bookstores and other independent retailers. Afterward, hop back on the Red Line to South Station. Once you’re back above ground, take a stroll along the Rose Kennedy Greenway and veer over to the Harborwalk. Take in the magnificent views of Boston Harbor, and as it gets closer to sundown, pop over to the Seaport neighborhood and enjoy drinks and dinner in Boston’s newest dining destination.




WITH MORE TIME


PLYMOUTH


Just over 40 miles (64 km) south of Boston is Plymouth, where the pilgrims landed, and its famous eponymous rock.


Visit Plymouth Rock and take a walk back in time at Plimoth Plantation, a living-history facility that lets you experience life with the Wampanoag people and the early English colonists of the 1600s. Save time for waterfront dining at a local favorite, such as Anna’s Harborside Grille, 1620 Wine Bar, or East Bay Grille.


PROVINCETOWN


In warmer months, hop on one of the Provincetown fast ferries (Bay State Cruises departs from the Seaport, and Boston Harbor Cruises leaves from Long Wharf downtown) in the morning and arrive on the Outer Cape in 90 minutes.


Enjoy the many galleries and eclectic shops along Commercial Street, including Cortile Gallery and Adam Peck for art, Henry & Co. for menswear, and Mate Provincetown Inc. for the best locally inspired souvenirs.


P-town has the best eating and drinking on the Cape. From dinner with a view at The Red Inn to high-end counter service on the beach at The Canteen (be sure to get a frozen rosé), you won’t be disappointed by the gourmet offerings of this town at the end of the world.






BOSTON WITH KIDS



Boston may be a hub of history and higher education, but it’s a great place to bring younger travelers, too. Stay at the Hotel Marlowe in Cambridge or the Colonnade Hotel on the Back Bay/South End border in Boston for kid-friendly accommodations. The latter has a rooftop pool that is great for all ages in warmer months.


DAY 1


The Boston Public Market is a great foodie start to a day with children, as the numerous vendors at the food hall offer variety for all tastes and ages. After the morning nosh, stroll south down the Rose Kennedy Greenway and stop at the carousel near Faneuil Hall Marketplace. The carousel features animals native to Boston (such as the lobster and cod, as well as the skunk and harbor seal). Upon reaching Milk Street, turn left and enjoy time at Long Wharf, particularly at the New England Aquarium. The aquarium is a choose-your-own adventure attraction: You can pop in for a quick flick at the IMAX or spend a few hours watching the penguins and sea lions and vibrant marine life in the four-story Giant Ocean Tank. Take it into the wild and save time for one of the aquarium’s whale-watches, which sail daily (except in winter) from Long Wharf.


Walk the Harborwalk along Boston Harbor from the aquarium to Congress Street and turn left and cross over the Fort Point Channel. A variety of restaurants along the way are perfect for lunch, including a seasonal snack bar at the giant Hood Milk bottle outside the Boston Children’s Museum. Fueled up, you’re ready for the museum—the interactive exhibits on all levels of the facility (the nation’s second oldest of its kind) will easily take up an entire afternoon, so plan accordingly.
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Boston Children’s Museum







BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING


BOSTON COMMON


Whether it’s a political rally, concert, Shakespeare play, or marijuana freedom rally, Boston Common draws a wide array of interests (click here).


FANEUIL HALL MARKETPLACE


The “Cradle of Liberty” attracts people from around the world with its street performers, bars, restaurants, and history (click here).
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Faneuil Hall Marketplace





FENWAY PARK


Whether it’s for the game or just to nosh on a Fenway Frank, fans of all ages head to the country’s oldest ballpark to witness sports history (click here).


HARVARD YARD


Prospective students and their enthusiastic parents pour through the gates each year to tour the university and rub the statue of John Harvard for good luck (click here).


NEWBURY STREET


Millions of visitors (and their checking accounts) head to Boston’s retail mecca each year to shop till they drop (click here).





After wrapping up at the museum, stick around Fort Point and the Seaport for dinner, as seafood spots like The Barking Crab are fun options with outdoor seating.


DAY 2


Grab a coffee near North Station and take the Green Line one stop up to the Museum of Science. The 700 exhibits at the museum on the Charles River keep many a scientific mind engaged for hours. After time indoors, head outside and hop aboard Boston Duck Tours for a ride through Boston that ultimately winds up in the Charles! These amphibious vehicles get you and your family up close to all of Boston’s top attractions, including the river. Kids even get the opportunity to drive the boat while in the water.


Once you finish at the Museum of Science, you can wander over to nearby Kendall Square in Cambridge for lunch. Catalyst is a local favorite for sandwiches and other lunch staples. Afterward, hop on the Red Line to Park Street and walk up to Boston Common. On nicer days, the Common is a great spot to relax and kill time. Keep walking along the trails across Charles Street and into the Boston Public Garden. There are many ways to spend your time in the BPG, but with kids, be sure to check out the Make Way for Ducklings statue, in honor of the children’s book of the same name about a family of ducks who lived in the Public Garden. Also go on a ride on the Swan Boats, which have been city staples since 1877.


Hop on the Green Line afterward and head to Government Center. Once there, walk across City Hall Plaza to Faneuil Hall Marketplace. Stroll the cobblestones and take in the numerous street performers and vendors, which will entertain your whole brood. Afterward, do dinner in the North End. The Original Regina Pizzeria is particularly family friendly; afterward, be sure to stop by Mike’s Pastry or Modern Pastry for cannoli.
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a street performer at Faneuil Hall





PUBLIC TRANSIT: All inbound Green Line trains head from Arlington Station at the Boston Public Garden to Government Center. C- and E-branch Green Line trains will go one stop farther to Haymarket, if you want to skip Faneuil Hall and go directly to the North End.




GOOD TIMES IN BAD WEATHER


Inclement weather doesn’t have to put a damper on your visit. Thanks to the MBTA, several of the city’s top destinations are within short walks or are directly connected to the subway, preventing too much exposure to summer showers or winter blizzards.


MORNING


Start your day at the Museum of Fine Arts, where its New American Café offers lunch in the museum’s expansive glass-enclosed courtyard. You can easily spend the entire morning (and well into the afternoon) exploring the special exhibitions and permanent, comprehensive collection of works ranging from the French Impressionists to profound contemporary pieces.


AFTERNOON


Grab an umbrella or your winter parka and walk three blocks to the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. The museum is home to the art collection of a 19th-century Boston socialite of the same name. The building’s lush indoor courtyard is a great place to pass an afternoon and ponder the mystery surrounding a still-unsolved heist at the museum. The museum’s Café G is also a fun spot for a bite before you take in more fine art.


EVENING


Head back to Back Bay from the MBTA E Line, which stops directly in front of the MFA. Take the train to Prudential Station, which is built directly into the Prudential Center. Head upstairs and stop into Eataly, a 45,000-square-foot emporium of all things from the boot-shaped country in the Mediterranean. It’s a great way to shop and eat under a weatherproof roof.






WELCOME TO HIGHER ED AND “THE HUB OF THE UNIVERSE”



Many visitors to Boston are vying to get into one of the city’s top institutions of higher education. While there are colleges spread across the city, most are found near a Green or Red Line T stop. Staying at a downtown hotel like the Omni Parker House, Godfrey Hotel, or Ritz-Carlton Boston puts you near Park Street, where the Green and Red Lines intersect.


DAY 1


Get an early start and take the Green Line to Boston College (BC). By taking the B branch of the Green Line, you also go through Boston University’s more urban campus on a local-style service with multiple stops. For visitors wishing for express, take the D Line to Reservoir Station and take a BC shuttle from the station directly to Boston College’s leafy, neo-Gothic campus.


Boston’s hub-and-spoke design to its train system makes it difficult to quickly travel from BC to Harvard. The 86 bus runs from Reservoir Station to Harvard Station, but Uber is usually the most efficient way to travel between the two schools. Lunch options are more prevalent in Harvard Square and will fuel you up before exploring Harvard Yard, the square, and the school’s picturesque swath of Charles River waterfront.


Take the Red Line from Harvard to Kendall Square Station. Catch a late-afternoon tour of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and be sure to check out the Great Dome and Killian Court. While these areas are impressive on their own, they also offer an incredible view of Boston’s Back Bay and downtown skyline from across the Charles. Having worked up an appetite, you should certainly afford time to explore Kendall Square, where a rapidly growing dining scene looks to catch the dollars of all the life science and tech companies in the area. Café ArtScience is great for the daring gourmand, while Smoke Shop proves Boston can do barbecue.
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology campus





DAY 2


Hop into a rental car or ride-share and head to Brandeis University in Waltham for a morning tour. Reserve extra time in your day to tour the school’s Rose Art Museum, which features over 6,000 works from such names as Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein. Waltham is on Route 128, and it’s just a 12-minute jaunt north to the Minute Man National Historical Park in Concord. Add this historical detour to your college trip, and plan for lunch in the suburbs.


Head back toward the city and visit Tufts University in Medford. The research university is well regarded for its international relations programs as well as its medical school in the heart of downtown Boston. Tufts is also known for its undergraduate and graduate visual arts program affiliated with the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. Walk to nearby Davis Square in Somerville for a variety of restaurant and bar options.


Take the Red Line from Davis (if you aren’t using a car) to the JFK/UMass stop in Dorchester. Enjoy a late-afternoon tour of the University of Massachusetts-Boston, which shares a peninsula with the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum. The former commuter school is rapidly growing to include on-campus housing and is now a notable landmark along Boston Harbor. Save room for dinner at a nearby Dorchester establishment, such as Dbar.




BEST GREEN SPACES


BOSTON PUBLIC GARDEN


Go for the Swan Boats and stay to enjoy the ever-changing flowers at the city’s premier and historic green thumb hub (click here).
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Swan Boats at Boston Public Garden





BOSTON COMMON


The starting point for the Freedom Trail is also the oldest city park in the United States (click here).


ROSE KENNEDY GREENWAY


What was once a congested Boston highway was buried and replaced by a linear park, the most expensive highway project in U.S. history (click here).


WALDEN POND


Channel your inner Henry David Thoreau at this popular outdoor retreat in nearby Concord, Massachusetts (click here).






DAY 3



Start your morning in the city’s Fenway neighborhood exploring Northeastern University, a private school known for its co-op program, in which students spend two extra semesters over the span of a five-year program getting hands-on professional experience away from campus by working with an employer in their field of study. The urban campus flows into the Museum of Fine Arts and the nearby Wentworth Institute of Technology down Huntington Avenue.
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Appeal to the Great Spirt by Cyrus E. Dallin at the Museum of Fine Arts





Walk north through the Emerald Necklace to visit the Colleges of the Fenway consortium: Emmanuel College, Wentworth, MCPHS University, Massachusetts College of Art and Design, and Simmons College. The smaller colleges share resources to provide students with a more comprehensive education while retaining each of their unique strengths. The neighboring Longwood Medical and Academic Area is also home to Harvard Medical School.


Take a break from the college tours and enjoy the nearby Fenway neighborhood. Explore Fenway Park and take in the litany of bars and restaurants along Lansdowne Street, including Bleacher Bar, an all-ages favorite that offers the best view of the park without having to buy a ticket. Several family-friendly restaurants and stores are popping up amid new development along Boylston Street if you’re looking to spend more time.


PUBLIC TRANSIT: The 60 bus runs along Brookline Avenue from several of the Colleges of the Fenway into Kenmore Square and by Fenway Park.





PLANNING YOUR TRIP



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS


A passport is a must for all international visitors to the United States. Depending on your home country, a visa may also be required. For a list of countries exempt from visa requirements, visit the State Department’s website at http://travel.state.gov.
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City Hall Plaza at the Government Center





Canadians can visit sans visa, but a passport is still required. International guests arriving by car, train, or bus should expect questioning from border control agents regarding the purpose of their trip and their destination (including lodging). Transportation of fruit and plants may be prohibited, and there is a limit on the amount of alcohol and tobacco visitors may bring into the country.


More information regarding entry into the United States may be found at the Customs and Border Protection website at www.cbp.gov.


TRANSPORTATION


Most international and domestic travelers arrive via Boston Logan International Airport. Those visiting the city’s northern suburbs also have the option of Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, and those visiting the southern suburbs sometimes travel through T. F. Green Airport outside Providence, Rhode Island.




DAILY REMINDERS


• Monday: The Institute of Contemporary Art is closed on Monday except for the holidays of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Presidents’ Day, Memorial Day, Labor Day, and Columbus Day.


• Tuesday: The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum is closed on Tuesday; the Copley Square Farmers Market is open.


• Wednesday: Free summertime concerts often take place on Wednesday at the Hatch Memorial Shell on the Charles River Esplanade.


• Thursday: Copley Square Farmers Market is open.


• Friday: The Institute of Contemporary Art hosts First Friday events at the beginning of each month.


• Saturday: SoWa Market in the South End is open (May-Oct.).


• Sunday: SoWa Market in the South End is open (May-Oct.).





Road warriors arrive from the west on I-90 (the Massachusetts Turnpike), while those from the north and south usually take I-93 or I-95. Trains from the north terminate at North Station and those from the south at South Station.


Greater Boston transit comes in the form of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority’s bus and bus rapid transit lines, subway lines, light rail lines, commuter rail services, and ferries. The bus, subway, and light rail accept the CharlieCard and CharlieTicket, a reloadable payment mode that can be acquired at any belowground train station, North and South Stations, Boston Logan International Airport, and many convenience stores near street-level light rail stations. Separate tickets are required for ferries and commuter rail. While the Silver Line bus rapid transit (BRT) operates efficiently through the core of the city, the regular bus is often confusing for visitors, so try to stick to BRT, the Green Line light rail, and traditional subway services. Cabs and ride-sharing platforms like Uber and Lyft are widely used throughout the city and for airport transportation.


Winding streets rule Boston (believed to be a holdover from the paths cows took in the early years of the city), and traffic is often congested and heated. Public transportation and ride-share are highly recommended when visiting sights in Boston proper and Cambridge. Rental car locations are spread throughout the city and at the airport if you need one for a day trip.


RESERVATIONS


Most Boston attractions have walk-up availability, but reservations can add peace of mind and convenience if you’re looking for a set time. The Boston Duck Tours, Fenway Park tours, and New England Aquarium whale-watching tours are the three most likely tours to fill up; reservations are also wise for either company providing the Provincetown fast ferry.
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Boston Duck Tours take you to all the city’s hot spots—by land and by sea.





Musicals and other performing arts acts in the Theater District and downtown tend to sell out, so contact the box office early if you wish to see a show.


Hotels are extremely hard to come by during college move-in (end of August into Labor Day) and graduation (staggered throughout May and June), so plan well ahead if you’re visiting during those time frames.


It can be hard enough to find a table at Boston’s restaurants in general, and this is especially true at exclusive establishments like No. 9 Park. Reservation websites like OpenTable can be your best friend, as it’s often difficult to walk into any restaurant in town and expect to be seated immediately.


PASSES AND DISCOUNTS


The Go Boston Card (www.smartdestinations.com) starts at $78 and $53 for adults and children, respectively, for a three-attraction pass. Prices increase as high as $114 for adults on a five-attraction pass. Passes include admission to some of the city’s most popular venues: Fenway Park tours, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, the Museum of Fine Arts, and the New England Aquarium are but a few of the 41 attractions included. The three-, four-, and five-attraction passes include premium attractions like Boston Duck Tours, a New England Aquarium whale-watching tour, or a Boston Red Sox ticket.


The Boston City Pass (www.citypass.com/boston) gives 45 percent savings on admission to four top Boston attractions. The pass ($64 adults, $52 children) gets you into the New England Aquarium, Museum of Science, Skywalk Observatory, and either the Harvard Museum of Natural History or a Boston Harbor Cruises excursion.


The USS Constitution Museum in Charlestown is free, but donations are welcome. The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum is free on your birthday, and the nearby Museum of Fine Arts is free (but donations encouraged) on Wednesdays after 4pm.


Free Tours by Foot (www.freetoursbyfoot.com/boston-tours) offers guided walks through popular Boston areas like Chinatown, the North End, and the Freedom Trail, but tips (and reservations) are encouraged.


GUIDED TOURS


First time in the Hub of the Universe? Have no fear! There are plenty of guides willing to offer an expertly curated debut view of Boston. Boston Duck Tours delivers a quack-tastic excursion through the city from three pickup points. After getting tidbits of history even locals may not know, your World War II-inspired tour vehicle zooms into the Charles River for a jaunt where the kids (yes, adults, too) can take the wheel and feel like a captain.


The Lessons on Liberty Tour takes you along a significant stretch of the Freedom Trail with an “actual” colonial tour guide who delivers personal tidbits and factoids about some of the city’s important historic sites.


Even if you come to town when the Red Sox aren’t playing at Fenway Park, be sure to drop by the ballpark for a Fenway Park tour, a one-hour walking tour of the iconic venue known as the high church of Boston sports.
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retired players’ numbers outside of Fenway Park





Looking for an Ivy League tour that isn’t so stuffy? Book The Hahvahd Tour for a theatrical take on the Crimson campus. The guides are current students and are meant to perform for you on the 70-minute tour—so maybe book an official campus tour in addition if you’re deciding whether to apply.



WHEN TO GO



CALENDAR OF EVENTS


MARCH


In March it seems like all of New England flocks to South Boston (the city’s historically Irish enclave) for the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade. Arrive early and expect to pay steep cover charges for bars up and down Broadway—it’s the price one pays for the luck of the (Boston) Irish.


APRIL


Patriots’ Day, the third Monday in April, commemorates the Battles of Lexington and Concord. The two towns celebrate with remembrances and battle reenactments, but the biggest celebration happens in Boston proper, where the holiday is also known as Marathon Monday. The city hosts the Boston Marathon the same day.
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Boston Marathon





MAY


The Boston Calling music festival held each Memorial Day weekend has quickly won critical acclaim. A wide variety of musical acts have performed at this relatively new three-day concert series on Harvard’s athletic fields in Boston’s Allston neighborhood.


JUNE


Boston Pride (www.bostonpride.org) is more than a week of celebrations in honor of the LGBTQ community. The Boston Pride parade happens on the second Saturday of Pride Week and weaves through Back Bay, the South End (the city’s historically LGBTQ neighborhood), and downtown before wrapping up in a celebration at City Hall Plaza. There are also block parties in Back Bay and the South End.




WHAT’S NEW?


• Encore Boston Harbor: This five-star resort opened in 2018 just north of downtown Boston, offering a casino, restaurants, and bars.


• Food Halls: From Fenway to downtown, it’s hard these days to find a Boston neighborhood without a food hall. The Boston Public Market kicked things off in 2015, and the local food hall scene has expanded to include Eataly, Time Out Market, and High Street Place.


• Seaport Shopping: Even the Seaport’s staunchest critics agree the waterfront neighborhood is evolving into a true destination. With the arrival of early phases of Seaport Square, more retail and restaurants have added more street-level vibrancy to what was just a sea of parking lots not long ago.





JULY


The annual Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular is an evening with headlining musical acts performing alongside the Boston Pops from the Charles River Esplanade, culminating in a pyrotechnic show over the river basin between Cambridge and Boston.


SEPTEMBER


Labor Day weekend is normally marked by insane traffic from U-Hauls galore as the city’s hundreds of thousands of students return to campus for move-in day(s).


OCTOBER


The second-to-last weekend of October might be peak foliage season, but it’s also time for thousands of elite rowers and even more New England prepsters to flock to Boston for the Head of the Charles, the world’s largest two-day regatta. Even if you don’t race, it’s a festive event, with vendors and grandstands dotting the banks from the basin past Harvard Square.


DECEMBER


Rather than a ball drop, Boston celebrates the end of the year and the start of a new one with First Night/First Day (www.firstnightboston.org), a free celebration with performances, ice sculptures, and light displays at multiple locations across the city, including a 7pm fireworks display.





NEIGHBORHOODS



Beacon Hill and the West End


Government Center, North End, and Waterfront


Downtown, Chinatown, and the Theater District


Back Bay


South End


Fenway and Kenmore Square


South Boston


Cambridge


Greater Boston
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	Beacon Hill and the West End









MOON MAP


Boston’s most exclusive neighborhood is also one of the country’s most historic. Be it the golden dome of the Massachusetts State House or the glow of gaslights upon Louisburg Square’s townhomes, the magnificent Museum of Science or the bustling activity of shoppers and diners along Charles Street, Beacon Hill and the West End have hours of entertainment.


The residential neighborhood still bustles with politicians working at the State House. In the West End, residences and retail are beginning to emerge in the blocks surrounding the TD Garden. Nearby, Boston Common and the start of the Freedom Trail bring a steady stream of visitors to the neighborhood’s compact streets and brick sidewalks.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Boston Public Garden (click here)


▪  Freedom Trail (click here)


▪  Museum of Science (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  J. P. Licks (click here)


▪  Savenor’s Market (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  December Thieves (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  Liberty Hotel (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: Red Line, Green Line


▪  Metro stations: Charles/MGH, North Station
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	Government Center, North End, and Waterfront









MOON MAP


Be it City Hall (the Brutalist building Bostonians love to hate), the glass towers along Atlantic Avenue, or the cozy European feel of the North End, the buildings in this part of town are as varied as the residents. Faneuil Hall Marketplace, one of the most popular tourist destinations in the country, got its start as the “Cradle of Liberty” and is today a retail hub in the middle of a reinvention. The Rose Kennedy Greenway, a former highway turned into a linear park, is both an artist showcase and leafy retreat. Perhaps the most European of Boston’s neighborhoods, the North End is an Italian enclave known for its carb-heavy eateries and cozy bars.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Faneuil Hall Marketplace (click here)


▪  New England Aquarium (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Neptune Oyster (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Improv Asylum (click here)


TOP RECREATION


▪  Rose Kennedy Greenway (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  Boston Harbor Hotel (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: Green Line, Orange Line


▪  Metro stations: Government Center, Haymarket, North Station



FREEDOM TRAIL FOR FOODIES WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 2 miles (3.2 km)


WALKING TIME: 1 hour
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The Freedom Trail guides you through Boston’s Revolutionary history along its red path, and the trail’s back half passes through some of the city’s newer foodie attractions as well as established dining destinations in the North End, Boston’s Little Italy. This walk converges with and diverges from the Freedom Trail at various points, pairing it with recommendations for nearby food and drink along the way.


Ideal for an early or midafternoon start, this walk will take you by great options for lunch or an early dinner and culminate along the Charlestown waterfront. History buffs may want to start the Freedom Trail at Boston Common in the morning in order to pick up this walk at the midpoint and reach the Boston Public Market or North End in time for lunch. Those less interested in stopping along the way to tour the numerous historic sites can set out from Government Center in late afternoon to pass through the North End for an early dinner and arrive in Charlestown for a nightcap.


GOVERNMENT CENTER, NORTH END, AND WATERFRONT


A convenient starting point is the Government Center MBTA station—served by the Green and Blue lines—at Boston’s City Hall Plaza. Depending on the time of year, you might be able to enjoy seasonal programming as part of the city’s ongoing initiative to bring more fun to the plaza, like a pop-up beer garden in summer.


1 From the station, walk to the right of city hall’s main entrance, heading east and down the brick stairs to Congress Street. Cross the street and kick off your walk with a pint at the new Sam Adams Downtown Boston Taproom, home to Boston’s biggest craft brewer, which has until recently only operated from its brewery miles away in the Jamaica Plain neighborhood. It’s just south of the bronze Samuel Adams statue.


2 From the taproom, head east a short way on the Freedom Trail and continue east on Market Street to find the South Market entrance of Faneuil Hall Marketplace. The Revolutionary-era meeting space is now a lively place to wander, home to numerous shops, restaurants, and street performers.


3 Exit the way you entered, at the South Market entrance, heading back in the direction you came from and turning right onto Merchants Row for less than a block before turning left onto the Freedom Trail (between the Faneuil Hall building and Sephora). Follow it west and then north until Union Park. Break off the trail, heading left to continue north through the park and, at its northeast end at the intersection of Congress and Hanover Streets, enter the Boston Public Market, one of the city’s newer food halls. The market features nearly 40 local vendors under the same roof, from doughnuts to banh mi, making it a convenient way to get a taste of Boston. Despite all the delectable temptations, try to eat lightly or share a treat with a friend—even more delicious must-have dishes are just around the corner in the North End. You might also save your treats for the next stop, which makes a fine picnicking spot.


4 Head out of the market at its southeast exit, at Hanover Street and John F. Fitzgerald Surface Road. Cross Fitzgerald Surface Road to head into the Rose Kennedy Greenway. This linear park is a great spot to picnic with your purchases from the Boston Public Market or take in views of the city’s skyline, particularly under the metal sculptures where Hanover Street meets Cross Street. When you’re ready, pick up the Freedom Trail from here, continuing east on Hanover Street, the official gateway into the North End.


5 Boston’s North End isn’t just for tourists; the neighborhood is constantly finding ways to reinvent itself and menus at even the longest-running dining rooms. The two-block stretch of Hanover Street between Cross and Prince Streets (you’ll lose the Freedom Trail for one block on this stretch, but it’s worth it to see all these hot spots) hosts some of the neighborhood’s finest foodie options, including establishments like Bricco, offering red-sauce masterpieces for dinner, and its bakery, Bricco Panetteria, where you can pick up fresh artisan bread, as well as Modern Pastry and Mike’s Pastry, dueling for the city’s best cannoli title.


6 Continue down Hanover Street on the Freedom Trail, past numerous other North End bakeries and cafés, turning left to continue on the trail through Paul Revere Mall. Meander west through the brick-paved park, home to a statue of Revere and the Old North Church, the launch point of his Midnight Ride to warn Bostonians the “Redcoats” were coming. At the end of the mall you’ll hit Salem Street. Continue to follow the Freedom Trail, crossing Salem Street onto Hull Street, heading north. You’ll pass Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, a historic cemetery that dates to 1659, on your right. When you reach Commercial Street, take a left and walk a block and a half until you hit the intersection with Washington Street bridge.



BEACON HILL AND THE WEST END



7 If you’re ready for a drink break, cross Washington Street and make an immediate right to walk along the western side of the bridge, and then turn left down the steps at Lovejoy Wharf to stop in at Night Shift Brewing’s taproom, complete with a waterfront view of the TD Garden and Zakim Bridge.


CHARLESTOWN AND GREATER BOSTON


8 Exiting Night Shift, head back east to cross under the Washington Street bridge on the Harborwalk. Take your first right along the path once you cross under the bridge to return to Commercial Street and the Washington Street bridge intersection, rejoining the Freedom Trail. Cross the bridge and then continue two blocks to Chelsea Street, and cross the street into City Square Park. Head diagonally northeast across the park along the trail and up on Main Street for two blocks before following the trail right on Winthrop Street. Head two blocks up, passing Charlestown’s Training Field park, a former militia training ground used ahead of the Battle of Bunker Hill and the Civil War, before veering left on Winthrop where it intersects with Adams Street. About a block and a half up, you’ll reach Monument Square, home to the Bunker Hill Monument. More dog park than battleground these days, this is a great area to relax and take in Boston skyline views or, for those needing an extra dose of cardio, climb the 221-foot obelisk free of charge when weather permits.


9 Head back the way you came down Winthrop Street, then turn left on Adams Street once you reach the Training Field again. You’ll follow the Freedom Trail back to the waterfront in a different direction, proceeding on Adams Street for two blocks before taking a right at Chestnut Street. Continue on the trail along Chestnut and under the Tobin Bridge overpass to arrive at Boston National Historical Park, a waterfront park in the Charlestown Navy Yard that includes the USS Constitution Museum and Old Ironsides herself. Head into the museum if you like, or just spend some time exploring the park.


10 Take a left and head east on 1st Avenue until you reach the intersection with 8th Street, where you’ll make a right. You’ll shortly reach a rotary roadway with Tuffy’s Garden, a small park, on your left. Follow the signs to Pier 6 and grab another bite to eat or a drink on the outdoor patio, which has some of the best views across Boston Harbor of the downtown skyline. Water taxis stop nearby and make a return trip easy.
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	Downtown, Chinatown, and the Theater District









MOON MAP


Downtown Boston is undergoing a radical transformation from 9-to-5 financial hub to 24-hour neighborhood. New condominium towers, boutique hotels, and chic eateries atop some of the city’s busiest transit stations have led to bustling streets every day of the week. The Downtown Crossing area, formerly the city’s historic shopping district, is today more known more for its numerous places to grab a bite. Broadway shows and local treasures keep the marquees lit and after-show restaurant business in the Theater District booming. While gentrification is rampant elsewhere in the city, officials have made great efforts to keep Chinatown affordable and true to its origins—ensuring some of the city’s most authentic Asian culture and cuisine remain mainstays.



TOP RESTAURANTS



▪  Yvonne’s (click here)


▪  No. 9 Park (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Mr. Dooley’s Boston (click here)


▪  Royale (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Wang Theatre (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  Four Seasons Boston (click here)


▪  InterContinental Boston (click here)


▪  XV Beacon (click here)


▪  HI Boston Hostel (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: Red Line, Orange Line


▪  Metro stations: Downtown Crossing, Park Street, Chinatown, State


▪  Major bus routes: Silver Line 4, Silver Line 5
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	Back Bay









MOON MAP


By Boston standards, Back Bay is fairly young, as it actually rose from a Charles River tidal basin during a mammoth 19th-century filling project. Known today for its lush green spaces, fashionable shopping, and historic buildings, scenic Back Bay is what many envision when they picture Boston. Stand in awe of the architecture of the Boston Public Library and Trinity Church. Bring your wallet: There’s no better way to close out a good shopping session on Newbury Street than with a glass of wine at one of Back Bay’s numerous tony restaurants and bars.
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