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INTRODUCTION


About the Practice Tests for reading


The tests are intended for use during the spring and summer terms of Year 6 in 


preparation for the National Tests. They are written to cover the content domain 


of the Key Stage 2 English reading test framework for the National Curriculum 



tests from 2016 (Standards & Testing Agency, 2015). The tests as a whole provide 



complete coverage of the content domain.


There are three tests in total and each test contains three texts, covering a balance 


of ﬁction, non-ﬁction and poetry. Test demand increases within each test, as in the 


National Test, so initial questions are generally easier than those towards the end 


of each test, allowing for the chronology to remain correct. 


To reduce the amount of referring back and forth between answer sections and 


texts, we have located the questions after each text rather than at the end of the 


test. To minimise this further, you may choose to collate your photocopied pages 


into a texts booklet and an answer booklet.


How to use the Practice Tests


Preparation and timings


1  Help your child prepare for each paper by simulating test conditions. 



2  Ensure your child is seated appropriately in front of the paper they are going to 



work on.


3  Your child will need pens or pencils, and erasers. 



4  There are no time limits for the tests but normal practice is to allow a minute 



per mark for written tests. Help with reading may be given using the same 


rules as  when  providing  a reader with the Key Stage 2 tests.


Introduction
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INTRODUCTION


Supporting children during the tests


Before the test explain to your child that the test is an opportunity to show what 


they know, understand and can do. They should try to answer all the questions but 


should not worry if there are some they can’t do.


Many children will be able to work independently in the tests, with minimal 


support. However, children should be encouraged to ‘have a go’ at a question, 


or to move on to a fresh question if they appear to be stuck. Return to difﬁcult 


questions if you have enough time at the end.


It is important that children receive appropriate support, but are not unfairly 


advantaged or disadvantaged. Throughout the tests, therefore, you may read, 


explain or sign to a child any parts of the test that include instructions, for example 


by demonstrating how to ﬁll in a table.


Marking the tests


Use the mark scheme and your own judgement to award marks. Do not award half 


marks. Note that a number of questions in each test may require children to do 


more than one thing for one mark. The mark scheme provides clear guidance in 


the allocation of marks to support consistent marking of the tests.


It is useful for your child to mark their own test questions from time to time. Your 


child can look at the test sheets and mark them as you read out the question and 


answer. You will need to check that your child is marking accurately. This approach 


also provides an opportunity to recap on any questions that your child found 


difﬁcult to answer.


Keep track of your child's score using the table on the inside back cover of this book.


442610_ACH_Re_Rev_BP_001-072.indd   5 27/06/18   10:37 AM

























OEBPS/nav.xhtml




		Cover


		Title Page


		Copyright


		Contents


		Introduction


		Test 1

		The story of the Minotaur


		Things that go bump in the night!


		The lion and Albert







		Test 2

		Lighthouse history


		The hollow land


		The Lady of Shalott







		Test 3

		Crystals


		Macavity, the mystery cat


		The travels of Marianne North












Guide



		Cover


		Contents


		Introduction
























