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Peppered throughout with more than 200 images from Ibrox’s official archives – many of them never before published – this sumptuous publication captures the club’s rich heritage and proud pedigree of great managers and players, devoted fans, and an almost endless list of trophies.


Rangers FC has experienced the highs and lows of everything that the sport can throw at it, yet the passion and faith of its enormous fan base continues to endure as the club enters a brave new era. This evocative new publication seeks to pay testament to the Ibrox spirit and everything it stands for.
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FOREWORD


Sandy Jardine


THE HISTORY of Rangers is rich and glorious, from the very inception of the club in 1872, through the remarkable feats and achievements of great players and great managers backed by an incredibly loyal and passionate support.


It is therefore entirely appropriate to reflect the great successes, the key figures and the times of adversity with the club’s expansive photographic archive.


Rangers hold the world record for national championships won, clinching their 54th title in May 2011 when the curtain came down on Walter Smith’s fantastic second spell as manager.


They have claimed the Scottish Cup 33 times and their record of 27 victories in the League Cup is equally impressive.
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I am extremely proud to be a member of the team that lifted the European Cup Winners’ Cup on May 24, 1972 in Barcelona’s Nou Camp Stadium when Moscow Dynamo were defeated 3-2.


I also played in the 1967 Final when Rangers lost narrowly to Bayern Munich, and the club has appeared in two other finals – the inaugural Cup Winners’ Cup of 1960/61 and the UEFA Cup Final of 2008.
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Indeed, only Real Madrid, Barcelona, Sporting Lisbon and Anderlecht have played in more European matches than Rangers, with the first involvement coming back in 1956.


From humble beginnings Rangers became the giants of the game, firstly under manager William Wilton and then the incomparable Bill Struth, from the turn of the 19th century through to the outbreak of the Second World War.


Some of the most legendary figures in the club’s history come from these early days and they are thoroughly represented in the Rangers Hall of Fame which I am also honoured to have been involved with since its inception in 1999.


Men like Davie Meiklejohn, Alan Morton, Bob McPhail, Dougie Gray and Sandy Archibald are absolute giants in terms of their achievements.
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Post-war, the famous Iron Curtain defence developed – Bobby Brown, George Young, Jock Shaw, Ian McColl, Willie Woodburn and Sammy Cox – and they were complemented by the flair of Willie Waddell and Willie Thornton.


For many Rangers supporters the team of the early 1960s was something special – Ritchie, Shearer, Caldow, Greig, McKinnon, Baxter, Henderson, McMillan, Millar, Brand and Wilson.
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However, the Treble-winning teams of the 1970s – largely made up of the Cup Winners’ Cup side – would certainly be on a par.


There is little doubt that the Graeme Souness and Walter Smith eras produced an incredible litany of success which included nine successive championships. Indeed it might well be the greatest period in the club’s history.


We have had our dark days, of course, and none more horrific than the Ibrox Disaster on January 2, 1971 which claimed the lives of 66 supporters. The pain and suffering of insolvency in 2012 was also an incredible strain on everyone connected with Rangers and it is a period we will never forget. There were those who revelled in our distress but the recovery process has already begun.


As you will learn from this excellent collection of photographs, Rangers has a history to be proud of and one that will continue for decades to come.


The great Bill Struth put it succinctly when he said: ‘To be a Ranger is to sense the sacred trust of upholding all that such a name means in this shrine of football. They must be true in their conception of what the Ibrox tradition seeks from them. No true Ranger has ever failed in the tradition set him.


‘Our very success, gained you will agree by skill, will draw more people than ever to see it. And that will benefit many more clubs than Rangers. Let the others come after us. We welcome the chase. It is healthy for all of us. We will never hide from it.
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‘Never fear, inevitably we shall have our years of failure, and when they arrive, we must reveal tolerance and sanity. No matter the days of anxiety that come our way, we shall emerge stronger because of the trials to be overcome.


‘That has been the philosophy of the Rangers since the days of the gallant pioneers.’
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Chapter 1


Road to Recovery
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Peterhead, August 11, 2012, Carlos Bocanegra leads out Rangers
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Charles Green and the Sevco consortium completed a deal for Rangers in May 2012.
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The remarkable Rangers spirit has never been more prevalent than in 2012 when a great institution endured the horror, pain and suffering of insolvency to emerge battered and bruised but with fresh hope, its pride and integrity intact and ready for a journey of recovery.


The successful takeover by the Sevco consortium, headed by Charles Green in May 2012, effectively rescued the club from potential oblivion, but there was a rash of punitive sanctions and punishments imposed by the Scottish football authorities for breaching a number of rules during the tenure of Craig Whyte.


At the end of it all, Rangers found themselves in Division Three, banned from signing players for a year, bereft of the majority of their major players who walked out for free – and that barely scratches the surface of the most remarkable story in Scottish football history.


Rangers were forced into administration on February 14, 2012 because Whyte had not paid any of the PAYE or VAT to HMRC, resulting in a £9million debt which was exacerbated by the existing legal battle over the use of Employment Benefit Trusts, with HMRC claiming around £50 million in back taxes with penalties and interest.


Administrators Duff & Phelps forged an agreement with the players to take wage cuts ranging from 75 per cent to 25 per cent in order to slash the monthly outgoings and keep the club going.
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SFL President Jim Ballantyne, Chief Executive David Longmuir and Vice President Ewen Cameron at the meeting when Rangers were admitted into Division Three of the League.





However, in adversity Rangers found a hero in the shape of manager Ally McCoist who worked for free for a period and coined the phrase ‘we don’t do walking away’ in an impromptu TV interview at the beginning of the administration period – this became the mantra for the fans, who rallied magnificently. They ploughed money into the Rangers Fans Fighting Fund, raising over £600,000, and they supported the team in their droves – even selling out a legends match against AC Milan Glorie.


Good friends Linfield staged a match against Rangers in Belfast, handing over the profits to the Light Blues, and huge money-raising events were staged like the 1872 Walk around Ibrox involving Walter Smith, Nacho Novo and Mark Hateley among others.


The uncertainty was unbearable at times as various groups looked to take over the club but it was Sevco, headed by Charles Green, who completed the transaction on the last day of the 2011/12 season.


They tried to exit administration through a Company Voluntary Agreement which would have resulted in a small return for creditors, but main creditors HMRC blocked this and a ‘newco’ was formed.


The SPL clubs voted against transferring the share of the ‘oldco’ to the ‘newco’ and Rangers were booted out of the top flight. They applied to join the SFL who were under pressure from the SFA and SPL to replace Rangers in Divison One. The SFA and SPL predicted massive financial problems for the Scottish game if this did not happen, but the SFL clubs opted to place Rangers in Divison Three.


The SFA then demanded the acceptance of a list of sanctions, including a 12-month signing embargo, before granting them membership of the Association and this deal was not completed until less than 48 hours before their opening match.


However, Rangers reappeared on the pitch at Glebe Park, Brechin in the first round of the Ramsdens Cup on July 29, and then eased into action in the Third Division with new players like Ian Black, Dean Shiels and Francisco Sandaza in their ranks.


The supporters flocked back too, queuing for hours to send season ticket sales soaring through the 36,000 barrier and set a European record for attendance with 49,118 for a fourth tier match in their opening home league match against East Stirlingshire. It will take time, but the recovery has started.
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Joint Administrators David Whitehouse and Paul Clark from Duff & Phelps.
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The Rangers supporters were galvanised during administration.
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The backing of the fans was incredible and they sold out a Legends match at Ibrox between a host of former Ibrox stars and the AC Milan Glorie side led by Franco Baresi.







[image: images]

Passion was high among the fans and one of the money-raising ideas was the launch of red and black scarves (shown on the next page by Lee McCulloch) which were snapped up in their thousands.
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Franco Baresi and Walter Smith with host Jim White at a gala dinner ahead of the AC Milan Legends match at Ibrox.
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Walter Smith and Sandy Jardine were heavily involved in Rangers Fans Fighting Fund events like the 1872 Walk around Ibrox.
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There was an incredible show of strength by the Rangers supporters at the first match after administration was announced on February 14 against Kilmarnock, and their backing was consistently loyal through the painful and hurtful process.
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Charles Green flanked by Sandy Jardine and Head of Football Administration Andrew Dickson at Perth on May 13, 2012, the day he concluded the deal to buy Rangers.
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Nacho Novo and Mark Hateley joined Walter Smith on the 1872 Walk around Ibrox.







[image: images]

The board – Brian Stockbridge, Malcolm Murray, Imran Ahmad and Charles Green.
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Ally McCoist was a tower of strength during administration.
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Ian Black signs his deal with Charles Green.
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Francisco Sandaza and Emilson Cribari were key signings.
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Kevin Kyle shows the colours after joining Rangers.
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Dean Shiels was a superb summer capture.
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Chapter 2


Early Days
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The first ever Rangers team shot from 1877










[image: images]

This shot is from September 8, 1888 at the first Ibrox Park when a Canadian representative team played Rangers during a tour of the UK. The match finished 1–1 with Robert Hotson scoring for Rangers. The teams that day were: Rangers: McAllister, A. McFarlane, D. Gow, R. Hotson, J. McIntyre, J. Muir, Thomas Wyllie, James Sloan, A.H. McKenzie, J. Gow, Eagleshaw. Canadians: Garrett, Brubacher, Killer, Pirie, Tom Gibson, Gordon, Bowman, Alex Gibson, Thomson, Webster, Krantz.
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It is estimated that there could be as many as five million people around the world with some form of affiliation to Rangers Football Club.


It is therefore extraordinary to think that this Scottish institution with a name that resonates globally began in a carefree moment in the spring of 1872 when 16-year-old Moses McNeil, his brother Peter and good friends Peter Campbell and William McBeath struck upon the idea of forming a football team when walking in a park in Glasgow’s West End.


Moses liked the name ‘Rangers’ having seen it in an English rugby annual, and the newly-formed team played their first ever match at Flesher’s Haugh on Glasgow Green in May of that year against a team called Callander.
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