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Goblins, do as I command,

And go right now to the human land.

Search high, search low, search everywhere

For fairy items hidden there.

Christmas wishes won’t come true,

If you do as I ask of you.

Find Chrissie’s magic items Soon –

magic card, carol sheet and spoon.
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“Kirsty, it’s snowing!” Rachel Walker exclaimed with delight as she opened the front door.

Kirsty Tate, Rachel’s best friend, peered outside to see large snowflakes falling steadily.

“Brilliant!” Kirsty beamed, picking up her gloves. “I hope it’s snowing back home, too.”

Kirsty was staying with Rachel in Tippington for a few days before returning home on Christmas Eve.

“Maybe we’re going to have a white Christmas!” Rachel sighed happily, wrapping her scarf snugly round her neck and picking up the bundle of Christmas cards her mum had asked her to post. “Come on, Kirsty. The postbox isn’t far.”
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The two girls went outside. The air was crisp and clear, although it was freezing cold.

“Doesn’t everything look different when it’s covered with snow?” Kirsty remarked, as they walked down the street.

“Yes, it looks so beautiful and sparkly,” Rachel agreed, glancing at the leafless trees. The branches were now layered with snow.

“Almost as beautiful as Fairyland!” Kirsty added happily. The two girls knew all about Fairyland because they had visited it many times! Rachel and Kirsty were friends with the fairies, and they often helped out their tiny, magical friends when they were in trouble.
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“Let’s hope Jack Frost and his goblins don’t cause any trouble this Christmas,” Rachel said as they reached the postbox at the end of the street.

Kirsty nodded. “Maybe Jack Frost’s decided to enjoy Christmas this year,” she said hopefully, as Rachel stepped forward to post the cards through the slot.

Suddenly Rachel gave a little scream.

“Kirsty, look!”
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Kirsty could hardly believe her eyes. Five knobbly green fingers had emerged from the postbox slot. In an instant the cards were snatched from Rachel’s hand and the green fingers had disappeared inside the box again, taking the cards with them.

“There’s a goblin inside this postbox!” Rachel declared in horror. “And he’s just stolen my Christmas cards!”

Kirsty peered through the slot. It was too dark to see anything, but she could hear rustling noises and the sound of envelopes being torn open.

“No, this isn’t it!” the goblin was muttering. “And it’s not this one either!” He heaved a loud sigh.

“I think the goblin’s looking for something in the envelopes,” Kirsty whispered to Rachel.

“Yes, but what?” Rachel wondered.

Before Kirsty could reply, Rachel’s Christmas cards suddenly flew out of the slot and landed in the snow around them. Kirsty and Rachel stared at each other in shock.
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“What is he doing?” Rachel cried.

“I don’t know, but look, there are other envelopes on the ground too,” Kirsty pointed out. “It looks like the goblin’s been throwing other people’s letters out!” She knocked sharply on the postbox. “Hello!” she called through the slot. “What are you doing in there?”
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“And why are you throwing people’s cards out of the postbox?” Rachel added.

“GO AWAY!” a muffled voice yelled crossly. “I’m hiding! No one’s supposed to know I’m here!”

Rachel folded her arms. “We’re not moving one centimetre until you tell us what you’re up to!” she said firmly.

The goblin sighed loudly. “Isn’t it obvious?” he snapped. “I’m looking for Chrissie the Wish Fairy’s magic card!”

Kirsty and Rachel glanced at each other, bewildered. They didn’t know anything about a magic card.
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“We have to get the goblin out of the postbox somehow,” Rachel whispered to Kirsty. “We can’t have everyone in Tippington finding out about the goblins.”

Kirsty nodded solemnly. Anything to do with Fairyland had to be kept completely secret.

“I’ve got an idea!” Rachel exclaimed suddenly. “We could go to the bakery round the corner and buy some mince pies. Goblins love food. I’m sure he’d come out for a mince pie.”

“Great idea!” Kirsty agreed.

The two girls immediately set off. But they’d only gone a few steps when Kirsty noticed a very unusual snowflake drifting down from the sky towards them. It seemed slightly larger than the others and it was twinkling brightly. As Kirsty stared at it more closely, she gave a gasp of wonder.
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“Rachel! There’s a floating fairy down on that snowflake!” she cried, pointing.

Rachel glanced up in amazement and saw a tiny fairy, wearing a white dress trimmed with red, floating gently down towards them.
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“Hello, girls!” the fairy called with a little wave. “I’m Chrissie the Wish Fairy!”
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As the snowflake drifted past the girls, Chrissie leapt off and hovered in the air in front of them.

“I’m so glad I’ve found you, girls,” Chrissie declared with a beaming smile. “I think I might need your help!”

Rachel and Kirsty glanced excitedly at each other, thinking of the goblin in the postbox.

“I’ve come to the human world to check that my three magic objects, the magic card, the magic spoon and the magic carol sheet, are still safely hidden,” Chrissie explained. “They are the things that make Christmas wishes come true!”

“Oh!” Rachel gasped. “Chrissie, there’s a goblin in that postbox, and he’s looking for your magic card!”
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Chrissie turned pale. “I was afraid of that,” she said. “This year, like every Christmas-time, I came to the human world to hide my magic objects. But I’ve had to come back again because I know that Jack Frost has sent his goblins to steal them!” Chrissie bit her lip, looking anxious. “I just hope I’m not too late!”

“How did you find out that the goblins were looking for them?” asked Kirsty.
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“You remember my friend, Holly the Christmas Fairy?” said Chrissie, and Rachel and Kirsty nodded. They’d had their very first Christmas adventure with Holly.

“Well, Holly overheard two goblins in Santa’s workshop saying that Jack Frost was determined to steal my magic objects,” Chrissie explained. “They said Jack Frost had already sent a band of goblins to the human world to look for them!”

“What were the goblins doing in Santa’s workshop?” Rachel asked, curiously.

“Trying to steal the presents,” Chrissie replied. “But Holly soon put a stop to that! Now I have to stop the goblins finding my card, my spoon and my carol sheet before Christmas is ruined!”

“How do they work?” Rachel asked.
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“My magic card makes sure that Christmas cards spread Christmas wishes of joy all around the world,” Chrissie explained. “The magic of my wooden spoon makes Christmas food taste lovely, and means that wishes made by people stirring their Christmas puddings will be granted.”

“And what about the magic carol sheet?” asked Kirsty.

“That makes sure that carol singers sing beautifully and can spread happiness and Christmas wishes without getting their words mixed up!” Chrissie replied. “Girls, will you help me keep my three magic objects safe from Jack Frost and his goblins?”

“Of course we will!” Rachel and Kirsty chorused.

“Thank you so much,” Chrissie said, “because we have a bit of a problem.” She glanced at the postbox. “You see,

I hid my magic card inside that very postbox!”
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Rachel and Kirsty gasped, but before either of them could say anything, they heard the goblin inside the pillar box shout, “Yippee!”

“Oh, no!” Chrissie groaned, “I think he’s found the magic card!”

“Maybe he’s made a mistake,” Kirsty suggested. “There must be lots of Christmas cards in there.”

But Chrissie shook her head. “My card is in an envelope that shimmers and glimmers with fairy magic,” she explained. “It’s impossible to mistake it for an ordinary card.”

“We’d better get the goblin out of the postbox then,” Rachel pointed out. “Before you arrived, Chrissie, we were thinking of tempting him out with a mince pie.”


[image: images]


“That’s a good idea,” Chrissie agreed. “But we must hurry. You see, anyone holding one of my magic objects can make a wish!”

Kirsty looked dismayed. “You mean the goblin could make a wish while he’s got the card?” she asked.

Chrissie nodded. “And as long as he makes a Christmas wish, then it will come true!” she whispered.

“So the goblin could wish his way back to Jack Frost’s ice castle and take the card with him!” Rachel pointed out anxiously. “We have to get the magic card away from the goblin before he figures that out!”
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Whoosh!

A shower of glittering golden sparks suddenly shot out of the letter slot, whirled up into the air and then showered down over the postbox. Kirsty, Rachel and Chrissie watched in amazement as the postbox began to shake.

“Look!” Rachel cried. “It’s changing!”
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The postbox was becoming lower and longer, and its red colour had changed to a glittering gold. Rachel and Kirsty blinked in disbelief as the last few sparks swirled down on to the snow.

A magnificent golden sleigh was now exactly where the postbox had been.
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