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Praise for 2 Chairs


“We all live impossible lives. What Bob Beaudine does in 2 Chairs is show us that we don’t have to do it ourselves. God is ready, able, and willing to meet us every morning and swap our cares for His power!”


—Scott Drew, Head Men’s Basketball Coach, Baylor University


“Bob Beaudine fires me up! The sheer force of his personality influences so many, and the secret of his life is found in 2 Chairs. If you want to live with peace, purpose, and happiness and to make a positive difference in others for good, read this book. I can’t think of anything more important than learning and living the message of this book.”


—Jack Graham, Pastor, Prestonwood Baptist Church


“Bob Beaudine teaches us to never look at a chair the same way again. Sit down and be prepared for Who will show up. It just may change your life!”


—David Pack, GRAMMY Award–Winning Recording Artist, Producer, Saddleback Church/Rick Warren Ministries, Artist for PEACE


“I hope and pray that the ‘secret’ Bob shares in this book would become not-so-secret. It has the potential to change your life!”


—Mark Batterson, New York Times Best-Selling Author of The Circle Maker, Lead Pastor of National Community Church


“Once again Bob Beaudine has stopped me in my tracks with his profound yet simple grasp of what is most important. In the spirit of J. B. Phillips’s Your God Is Too Small, Bob reminds us that our thinking and faith are too small, not God. Read this book and be refreshed, then read it again.”


—Eric Affeldt, President and CEO, ClubCorp


“2 Chairs is the answer to the pace of the world, the noise that surrounds our lives, and the difficulty in finding peace.”


—Scott O’Neil, CEO, Philadelphia 76ers and New Jersey Devils


“I smiled and teared all the way to the ‘called shot’ in the corner pocket! Thanks for helping me arrange the meeting of a lifetime. I feel like the comfort and clarity for the frustrations of life are just a morning away.”


—Ryan Binkley, CEO, Generational Equity, and Lead Pastor, Create Church


“Success follows a great game plan. My friend Bob Beaudine gives us a great one in 2 Chairs—teaching us to win each day by starting with God.”


—Tubby Smith, NCAA Champion Basketball Coach


“Have you been seeking the one thing that will make a difference in your life? Then dig in to Bob Beaudine’s latest book, 2 Chairs, to implement the secret that changes everything. You’ll be eternally grateful.”


—Susan B. Mead, A Top 100 Christian Blogger, Best-Selling Author of Dance with Jesus: From Grief to Grace


“I have been in business for almost three decades and in that time no one has been more impactful to my team and to me personally. I think about Bob’s amazing lessons from the time I wake up to the time I go to sleep. This man and this book is a GAME CHANGER!”


—Larry North, Nationally Renowned Fitness Executive, Speaker, Author, and Radio Host


“Bob Beaudine is a tremendous learner, and as a result is also a tremendous teacher. He’s able to take complex topics and break them into simple and actionable life-changing lessons. 2 Chairs is another great demonstration of Bob’s ability to inspire thought and teach valuable insights.”


—Tom Garfinkel, President and CEO, Miami Dolphins


“Bob Beaudine just took The Power of WHO! to a whole different level. This book is going to help multitudes of people finally understand how to get connected to the most important ‘Who’ of their lives and why it is so important to establish this connection. What a brilliant and life-giving message for the masses!”


—Danny McDaniel, Triple Diamond and Hall of Fame Distributor, AdvoCare, Intl.


“The greatest ideas are the simplest. This book offers a great yet simple invitation. I hope you will accept it. 2 Chairs moments can change a life.”


—Max Lucado, Pastor and Best-Selling Author of Glory Days


“2 Chairs is a definitive road map to personal transformation. Bob Beaudine’s profound insights are anchored by the transcendent realities of the human soul. In 2 Chairs he not only guides every reader toward a fresh and fantastic future, but more importantly offers spiritual keys to unlock the inner strength needed for following this remarkable road. 2 Chairs is indispensable to all who seek their true destiny.”


—Rabbi Daniel Lapin, President, the American Alliance of Jews and Christians, Author of Business Secrets from the Bible


“A month ago I was overwhelmed with life’s circumstances. 2 Chairs and 30 days later I am overwhelmed with His blessing.”


—Tom Ziglar, Proud Son of Zig Ziglar and CEO, Zig Ziglar Corporation


“The world is a dangerous place; we all need 2 Chairs.”


—LCDR Mark McGinnis, Managing Director, SEAL Legacy Foundation, Former US Navy SEAL Commander


“Much more powerful than simply looking in the mirror, 2 Chairs meaningfully helps us to lock in and tap in to something so much bigger than ourselves.”


—Dennis Mannion, President, Detroit Pistons


“We restore houses; God restores lives. Discover the blueprint for God’s restoration in the pages of 2 Chairs.”


—Chip and Joanna Gaines, Magnolia Homes, Stars of HGTV’s Fixer Upper


“Life moves a million miles a minute. God’s invitation to 2 Chairs reminds us to slow down, be intentional, and spend time getting equipped for the day. It will have an eternal impact.”


—Hugh Freeze, Head Football Coach, Ole Miss


“In a word—Wow! 2 Chairs is a game changer and a life-changing experience! I couldn’t put the book down. God has gifted Bob with the ability to teach and inspire.”


—Tony Orlando, GRAMMY Award Winner, Legendary Music Artist


“I love Bob, this book, and his ‘three simple but disruptive questions’ to help make an everlasting impact on your life.”


—Marc Kidd, CEO, Captivate Network


“Yesterday my son finished the 2 Chairs experience to discover God’s good plan for a job. He not only found a great job but knows this is the place God wants and has prepared him to be. All you and I need is one more chair, and the same can be true for us.”


—Randy Frazee, Senior Pastor, Oak Hills Church, Author of Believe and The Heart of the Story


“As an athlete, I can tell you that preparation is the key to success, and there is no better preparation for the day than starting with God.”


—Shane Doan, Captain of the Arizona Coyotes, Longest-Serving Captain in the NHL


“As an executive, author, and speaker, Bob Beaudine has focused on one of life’s deepest issues—relationships. His first book, The Power of WHO!, was about the importance of friends. In 2 Chairs, he raises the stakes and writes about our relationship with God—nothing could be of greater value.”


—Jerry Colangelo, Chairman, USA Basketball, Former Owner, Phoenix Suns and Arizona Diamondbacks


“In 2 Chairs, Bob Beaudine helps us all to unlock the essence of our spiritual lives and our relationship with our Creator. His advice is simple and powerful. Bob’s life work has been to improve the lives of others—he has done it for me and my loved ones, and now in this book he will do it for you!”


—Chester Elton, Best-Selling Author of The Carrot Principle, All In, and What Motivates Me


“Seeking to hear from God every morning at 2 Chairs is a message everyone needs to hear.”


—Steve Douglass, President, Campus Crusade for Christ International/Cru


“Regardless of your age, gender, career path, or where you are on the economic ladder, you will find 2 Chairs to be an important and timely message. With everything going on in our world, there is no time like the present to set up your 2 Chairs and begin each day in the presence of God.”


—Josh McDowell, Best-Selling Author, Speaker, President of Josh McDowell Ministries


“Starting every morning at 2 Chairs is a critical piece in fulfilling our God-given promise.”


—Bill McCartney, National Champion NCAA Football coach, University of Colorado, and Founder of Promise Keepers


“Years ago, I got in the habit of starting my day with a cup of coffee on my back deck, watching the sun come up and spending the first part of my day with God. I don’t get out there every day, but the days I do just seem to go smoother. It’s as though that one-on-one time with God sets the tone for my whole day. That’s the spirit behind Bob Beaudine’s 2 Chairs. It’s a simple way to connect with God—and to let Him connect with you.”


—Dave Ramsey, Number-One Best-Selling Author, Nationally Syndicated Radio Show Host


“I was privileged to know Bob Beaudine’s mom, Martha. She shared a ‘secret’ with Bob about God that he has been practicing for forty years. Bob now shares that secret with us in his new book, 2 Chairs. Thank you, Martha, for this wonderful gift!”


—Bob Tiede, Author, Great Leaders Ask Questions, U.S. Leadership Development Team, Campus Crusade


“I love this book. It will impact a lot of hurting people who don’t know where to turn.”


—Ray Davis, Owner of the Texas Rangers


“FANTASTIC, LIFE CHANGING, LIFE SAVING.”


—John Cahill, President, La Madeleine Restaurants


“I am a huge Bob Beaudine fan! In 2 Chairs, Bob challenges us to have an amazing journey with God through his practical and passionate insights. A must read.”


—Todd Graham, Head Football Coach, Arizona State University
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INTRODUCTION


Since 1976, I have been having the same meeting each and every morning for mentoring, advice, and daily guidance. It’s been life changing! Looking back, I can clearly see that all my success in business and life, as well as getting through the hardest of times, points back to these special meetings. Sometimes they lasted only five minutes while others flashed by in an hour. People talk about having life coaches or being part of a mastermind networking group, but this is so much more. Here each morning a strategic transfer takes place. And the resulting peace, joy, insight, wisdom, power, and favor shared with me each day has changed the entire trajectory of my life and continues to do so today. I have to tell you, I could never imagine missing this morning chat.


My dad helped start the executive search industry back in the 1960s out of McKinsey & Co. He was a brilliant man, my best friend, and professional mentor. In my career, I’ve had the opportunity to sit and interview presidents of the United States, generals, titans of industry, and Hall of Fame coaches. But the greatest advice in life or business ever passed on to me was actually given to me by my mom, the late Martha Beaudine, back in 1976. She told me of a “secret” that was passed on to her, a secret I didn’t even know was a possibility. One you might not know of either. As she talked about it, there was a serious tone in her voice, a passion, a glow that radiated from her. She seemed so honored to share this precious gift with me. She declared, “There is nothing that you could do or think of in life, Bob, that would be more important than setting up your two chairs right now and doing it every day of your life.”


What’s the secret? Well, what she shared with me that day is not only a secret but also a supernatural truth. Now you might be thinking, Why was his mom talking about chairs being the secret to the universe? Well, it’s not about furniture; it’s about Who will be sitting with you in the furniture.


The secret that Mom was talking about is this: God wants to spend time with each of us every morning, before we begin the day. He wants to talk to us, to be friends. He already knows everything about us, and He wants us to know everything about Him.


When my mom first introduced me to “2 Chairs,” it was a great time for me to hear about this opportunity because, as a soon-to-be college graduate, I had a bunch of questions about life goals, dreams, obstacles, finding a mate, and getting a job. And I needed answers. Even though my dad was my normal go-to guy for subjects like this, my mom always offered me a unique, spiritual insight that I hadn’t heard from others, and what she said intrigued me.


When I was growing up, Mom would always remind me that I had an assignment, a purpose, and a destiny all my own that I needed to discover. But this encouraging thought also perplexed me because I didn’t know what my calling in life could possibly be or how I would ever discover it. My mom didn’t have all the answers, but she knew where I could find them.





I didn’t know what my calling in life could possibly be or how I would ever discover it. My mom didn’t have all the answers, but she knew where I could find them.





Over the years, I have wondered if anyone else has discovered what my mom introduced to me. I found out by studying history, reading biographies, and talking with others that the answer is yes! The stories I read and heard didn’t use the term 2 Chairs, but the description of the moments these people experienced on a regular basis, as well as with whom they met, was always starkly similar. The puzzling question for me is, Why don’t more people talk about this?


I’m sure as you’re reading this, you have the same questions I had when I first heard about 2 Chairs—questions like:


•  Why two chairs—who sits in the other one?


•  What’s the point of the meeting?


•  What will be discussed?


•  How often do I need to meet?


•  I have enough meetings already—how can I fit in any more?


•  How long will this take?


These are all natural questions, but the answers are much deeper than you think. If you’re like most people, you’re probably thinking, Who has the time or energy for deep thinking, deep reflection, or deep anything? But don’t allow yourself to go there, because deep down you know something is wrong. It might be something small or something big, but you know you don’t have an answer for it. You’ve come to a realization there is a limit to what you can do on your own.


My mom came to understand her own limitations and turned it into a strategic advantage the rest of her life. She would always tell me that in this life you will have trouble. It’s unfortunately one of the common bonds we all share. Life will be crazy, painful, messy, and suddenly tragic. Often you don’t cause it, sometimes you do. Regardless of how it arrives, you must be prepared. This is where asking good questions becomes a difference maker.


Have you noticed, however, that when things are going your way, you don’t spend a lot of time asking a lot of questions? In fact, you want to “knock on wood,” not rock the boat, and hope life can just stay good. But we all know this kind of naïve thinking leads to problems.





You’ve come to a realization there is a limit to what you can do on your own.





On one hand, you face some problems that you confidently believe you can and should handle yourself: a broken garage door, a flooded bathroom, a kid sick again at daycare, or that one person at work who doesn’t seem to like you no matter what you do or say. But on the other hand, there are other problems that bring so much trouble to your heart that you don’t know what to do or where to turn: an accident, a job loss, a bad health prognosis, divorce papers served, or a son or daughter in trouble. In times like these, it is easy to isolate yourself and start feeling hopeless. If you’re truly honest with yourself, you’ll admit that you have a lot more of the second kind of problems than you’d ever want to tell anyone about. That’s why you need something bigger than who you are—bigger than your thoughts, your ways, and clearly bigger than any trouble that hits you square between the eyes.


Believe me when I tell you, 2 Chairs is what you’ve needed all along!


I’ll never forget my first 2 Chairs moment; it changed my life forever. I already had a perfect spot in my apartment that was quiet—and there were already two chairs there that my mom had bought me several years back. Hmm … now that I think about it, I wonder if she bought those chairs for me intentionally and had been praying that I would go there for this specific purpose one day? Knowing my mom, the answer is yes! Moms are sneaky in this way, aren’t they?


I didn’t really know what the first meeting would be like, except that Mom had said, “Go with the expectation that He’s been waiting for this moment with you for a long time now.”


I said, “Really?”


She nodded and said, “You’ll see.”


I had just one more question for my mom: “How should I start out a conversation with God?”


“Just be you, Bob,” she said. “Say good morning, thank Him for coming, and tell Him you have some questions. He’ll take over from there.”


The next morning, I woke up at 5:00 a.m. with great anticipation. Before I sat down I made myself a cup of coffee, as my mom had told me this would be like meeting with a close friend. The moment I sat down at 2 Chairs, I felt Him. I can only describe it as a wave of peace and love that suddenly hugged me in a way, and my eyes immediately teared up. I hadn’t even said anything yet. Then I clearly heard Him say in my mind, “I’m so excited you’re here!”


I thought to myself, Am I saying that? But I knew it was Him. Our time together lasted only ten minutes, but it felt much longer. What did I feel? Well, I felt affirmed, accepted, and loved. All the big concerns that I had in my life just didn’t seem so big when chatting with the God of the universe. Each time I shared with Him a concern or hurt in my life, I kept hearing Him say to me, “Give that to Me … yes, that too.”


I finally blurted out, “What can I do for You?”


I could feel Him smile and say, “Today, just go be of good cheer. And tomorrow …” He paused and said, “… ask Me that again. You’ll hear Me and know.”


Maybe you’re looking for answers today as I was. Whether those answers are for yourself, or for a family member or friend, chances are that’s why you are holding this book. Whatever the case may be, thank you for taking the time to keep reading. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak into your life. Thank you for opening your mind and heart to a message that could begin to change everything for the better.
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