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INTRODUCTION


Lamborghini. A single word that is so evocative: of raw power, speed, impeccable design and meticulous, handmade craftsmanship. This is what makes Lamborghini truly aspirational; its cars are desired by many yet owned by so few.


In its more than 60-year history, Automobili Lamborghini has been responsible for some of the greatest supercars ever known: from the Countach, Diablo and Gallardo, to the Aventador, Miura and the 350 GT. But the journey hasn’t always been as smooth as the drive...


Founded in 1963 by Ferruccio Lamborghini, the company enjoyed a successful decade under his stewardship, but following the economic downturn of the early 1970s he sold his controlling share to a pair of Swiss businessmen who were unable to save it from bankruptcy. As the 1980s dawned, Lamborghini rose from the ashes, later coming under the control of the Chrysler Corporation, and finally to its current owner, Volkswagen (Audi), via a short spell with a Malaysian Investment Group in the mid-1990s. Yet despite some of these bumps in the road, Lamborghini has never lost sight of its ethos, reflected in its manifesto: “always going beyond limits, standards and conventions… Driving Humans Beyond.”


The Little Guide to Lamborghini tells this story and so much more, exploring the marque’s foray into motorsport (including F1) and its prevalence in popular culture. The book is packed with quotes from CEOs, engineers, designers, test drivers and the many others that have overseen more than half a century at the cutting edge of high-performance motor cars.


So let’s strap ourselves in and begin at perhaps the most surpsising part of the brand’s journey – its genesis in the rugged agricultural machinery of the Italian countryside…











Chapter One


The Man Behind the Marque


Ferruccio Lamborghini’s dissatisfaction with a series of Ferraris he owned from the late 1950s prompted him to establish an automotive company in his own name on 7 May 1963.


Based in Sant’Agata Bolognese, Lamborghini’s headquarters remain there to this day, and its debut car – the 350 GT – was soon rolling off the production line.








Born to grape farmers in Italy’s Emilia-Romagna region on 28 April 1916, Ferruccio grew up a gifted engineer, inventor and mechanic.


Using these skills, he launched Lamborghini Trattori, a manufacturer of tractors and other agricultural equipment, in 1948. The new company thrived in Italy’s post-war economic boom.


But the entrepreneur didn’t stop with tractors!





After expanding into heat and cooling systems in the 1950s, Ferrucio set his sights on the automative world.


He founded Automobil Lamborghini in 1963 – a decision prompted by his own obsession with (and collection of) supercars, his personal and professional rivalry with Ferrari, and a fundamental desire to innovate.





[image: Open quotation]


In the past I have bought some of the most expensive Gran Turismo cars. And in each of these magnificent cars I have found some faults… Now I want to make a GT car without faults. Not a technical bomb. Very normal. But a perfect car.


[image: Close quotation]


Ferruccio Lamborghini


In an interview with Sporting Motorist magazine, 1964





But it is, of course, for high-performance road cars that Ferruccio is best known.


His initial concept car, the 350 GTV, soon became the 350 GT, with a powerful V12 engine at its heart, five-speed gearbox, all-round independent suspension and a sumptuous interior of woollen carpet and natural leather.


It was a game-changer…





Designed by Franco Scaglione, the 350 GT was built by Carrozzeria Sargiotto and unveiled at the Geneva Show in 1964.


It was adored by the press… but Ferruccio only took 13 orders.





In 1966, Lamborghini turned to “family” cars – or “grand tourers”. The 400 GT featured a 2+2 layout, higher roofline and a modest boot for luggage.


It had an evolved version of the V12 engine, with increased capcity of four litres and 320 CV of power.





The Miura, designed by Carrozzeria Bertone was also launched in 1966. It was a beautifully balanced V12 (mid-engined, rear-wheel drive) and the first of Ferruccio’s supercars.


The Miura stayed in production until 1973, branching into different variants such as the P400 SV and the P400 Jota.


A retro Miura concept car was produced in 2006 to commemorate the vehicle’s fortieth anniversary.
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When people ask me nowadays to describe my ideal sports car, I still answer with one word; MIURA... for the rest of my life I’ll feel happy when I look at my Miura.


[image: Close quotation]


Ferruccio Lamborghini


When interviewed by the French magazine Automobiles Classiques for its Spring/Summer 1984 issue





[image: Open quotation]


Anyone who has achieved a true 170 mph in a Miura can tell you that the effect experienced is that of a jet plane on a runway (complete with imminent take-off!).
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